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By Mr. Eldridge, a petition (accompanied by bill) (subject to Joint Rule 12) of James B. Eldridge 
for legislation relative to enhancing transparency in campaign finance.  Election Laws.

The Commonwealth of Massachusetts

_______________

In the One Hundred and Eighty-Ninth General Court
(2015-2016)

_______________

An Act enhancing transparency in campaign finance.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the authority 
of the same, as follows:

1 SECTION 1. Section 1 of chapter 55, as appearing in the 2014 Official Edition, is hereby 

2 amended by inserting after the word "elected" in line 12, the following:-

3 , or to the state committee of a political party if such position appears on the ballot 

4 SECTION 2. Section 1 of said chapter 55 is hereby further amended by inserting after the 

5 word "expenditure." in line 185, the following:-

6 In the case of a candidate for state committee of a political party, the provisions of this 

7 chapter shall not apply unless the candidate or any other person or committee acting on his or her 

8 behalf has received or expended money or anything of value of $1,000 or more.

9 SECTION 3. Section 6 of said chapter 55 is hereby amended by inserting after the word 

10 "committee." in line 52, the following:- 
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11 The state committee of a political party may contribute or expend unlimited in-kind 

12 contributions to the campaign fund of a candidate, provided that funds raised or expended for 

13 such contributions and expenditures are from the state account of the party and raised under the 

14 limitations of this chapter.

15 SECTION 4. Section 7 of said chapter 55 is hereby amended by inserting after the word 

16 "solicitation." in line 26, the following:-

17 No political committee of a political party may contribute to the campaign fund of a 

18 candidate except with funds raised under the limitations of this chapter.

19 SECTION 5. Section 18 of said chapter 55 is hereby amended by inserting after 

20 subsection (b) the following subsection:-

21 (c) by each candidate for nomination or election to the state committee of a political 

22 party, and by the non-elected political committee organized on behalf of such candidate, if 

23 receiving or expending $1,000 or more, on or before: (1) the eighth day preceding the election 

24 the candidate appears on the ballot and (2) as a final report, the thirtieth day following said 

25 election.


