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Senate Committee on Ways and Means Fiscal Year 2016 Budget Recommendations

Office of Commonwealth Performance, Accountability and Transparency 1

SECTION 4. Chapter 6A of the General Laws is hereby amended by striking out section
4A, as appearing in the 2012 Official Edition, and inserting in place thereof the following
section:-

Section 4A. In coordination with the office of the governor, each secretary shall, at the
executive office and agency level: (i) develop measurable, outcome-based performance goals and
a focused set of performance metrics to track progress and execution; (ii) measure performance
on an ongoing basis against the goals and metrics; and (iii) establish strategies to improve
government performance informed by the goals and metrics. Each secretary shall, in
coordination with the office of the governor, make the performance goals and the secretary’s
progress in reaching those goals available annually online not later than March 1.

Massachusetts Department of Transportation Board of Directors 1

SECTION 5. Section 2 of chapter 6C of the General Laws, as so appearing, is hereby
amended by striking out subsection (b) and inserting in place thereof the following subsection:-

(b) The department shall be governed and its corporate powers shall be exercised by a
board of directors. The board shall consist of 11 members, including the secretary of
transportation, who shall serve ex officio as chair. The governor shall appoint 10 members, 1 of
whom shall be a rider as defined in section 1 of chapter 161A, 1 of whom shall have experience
in the field of public or private finance, 1 of whom shall have experience in transportation
planning and policy, 1 of whom shall have experience in civil engineering, 1 of whom shall have
experience in the field of public or private finance or transportation planning and policy, 1 of
whom shall have municipal government experience in 1 of the 14 cities and towns as defined in
section 1 of chapter 161A, 1 of whom shall have municipal government experience in 1 of the 51
cities and towns as defined in said section 1 of said chapter 161A, 1 of whom shall have
municipal government experience in 1 of the other served communities as defined in said section
1 of said chapter 161A, 1 of whom shall have municipal government experience in a city or town
not part of the area constituting the authority as defined in said section 1 of said chapter 161A
and 1 of whom shall be a representative of a labor organization selected from a list of 3 nominees
provided by the Massachusetts State Labor Council, AFL-CIO. Four of the members shall serve
for terms that are coterminous with the governor; provided, however, that at least 3 of the
coterminous members shall have experience in transportation policy, public finance or civil
engineering and at least 1 of the coterminous members shall be a rider. The 6 remaining
members appointed by the governor shall serve for terms of 4 years.

Not more than 6 of the directors, not including the chair, shall be members of the same
political party. The directors, with the exception of chair, shall serve without compensation but
may be reimbursed for actual and necessary expenses reasonably incurred in the performance of
their duties, including reimbursement for reasonable travel; provided, however, that
reimbursement shall not exceed $3,000 annually per director. A person appointed to fill a
vacancy in the board of directors shall serve only for the unexpired term of the former member.
A director shall be eligible for reappointment. A director may be removed by the governor for
cause. The board shall annually elect 1 of the directors to serve as vice-chair.
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Advocate for Riders with Disabilities

SECTION 6. Subsection (e) of said section 2 of said chapter 6C of the General Laws, as
so appearing, is hereby amended by inserting after the second sentence the following 2
sentences:- The secretary shall work in collaboration with a disabled rider advocate who
advocates on behalf of individuals with disabilities to ensure that the interests of the community
are fully understood and considered. The secretary shall select a disabled rider advocate who is
mobility impaired, has a family member who is mobility impaired, is a caretaker of a person who
is mobility impaired or represents an organization that serves the needs of individuals with
physical disabilities.

Massachusetts Department of Transportation Board of Directors 2

SECTION 7. Said section 2 of said chapter 6C, as so appearing, is hereby amended by
striking out, in lines 112 and 113, the words “and section 3” and inserting in place thereof the
following words:- , section 3 and section 3 of chapter 161A.

Massachusetts Department of Transportation Advertising

SECTION 8. Section 3 of said chapter 6C, as so appearing, is hereby amended by striking
out, in lines 274 to 276, inclusive, as so appearing, the words “and (48) designate a
representative to act in its interest in labor relations matters with its employees” and inserting in
place thereof the following words:-

(48) designate a representative to act in its interest in labor relations matters with its
employees; and

(49) sell, lease or otherwise contract for advertising, including in or on the facilities of the
department.

Office of Commonwealth Performance, Accountability and Transparency 2

SECTION 9. Section 4A of chapter 7 of the General Laws is hereby amended by striking
out the first paragraph, as appearing in section 19 of chapter 165 of the acts of 2014, and
inserting in place thereof the following paragraph:-

The executive office for administration and finance shall include a division of capital
asset management and maintenance, which shall be headed by a commissioner as provided in
section 2 of chapter 7C, the Massachusetts office of information technology, which shall be
headed by a chief information officer as provided in chapter 7D, and a department of revenue as
provided in chapter 14. The executive office for administration and finance shall include the
human resources division and the operational services division. The divisions, the offices and
the department shall develop policies and standards to govern the conduct of commonwealth
secretariats, departments, agencies, boards and commissions in each of these areas and shall
provide expertise and centralized processing to secretariats, departments, agencies, boards,
commissions and other entities of state government.
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Office of Commonwealth Performance, Accountability and Transparency 3

SECTION 10. Said section 4A of said chapter 7 is hereby further amended by striking out
subsection (e), as appearing in the 2012 Official Edition, and inserting in place thereof the
following subsection:-

(e) The executive office shall prioritize accountability and transparency and may
establish a division for those purposes. As used in this subsection, “accountability and
transparency” shall include the operation of the searchable website required by section 14C,
ensuring transparency in the commonwealth’s administration and finance activities and
monitoring and reviewing federal grant applications made on behalf of the commonwealth,
coordinating efforts to maximize federal revenue opportunities and oversight of compliance with
federal reporting requirements. “Accountability and transparency” may also include: (i)
establishing and maintaining a central intake unit for reports of fraud, waste and abuse; (ii)
establishing and maintaining an economic forecasting and analysis unit to coordinate all
spending and revenue forecasting by state agencies and coordinate with the caseload and
economic forecasting office established in section 4R; (iii) reducing and simplifying paperwork
of state agencies and departments by adopting uniform forms or federal forms, if possible, when
those forms are shorter than the corresponding state forms; (iv) implementing and streamlining
electronic paperwork options to better facilitate public interaction with state agencies; and (v)
collaborating with other state agencies, authorities and entities to carry out this subsection.

Office of Commonwealth Performance, Accountability and Transparency 4

SECTION 11. Section 4F1/2 of said chapter 7, as so appearing, is hereby amended by
striking out the second sentence and inserting in place thereof the following sentence:- The
secretary of administration and finance shall expend funds in the trust without further
appropriation to support the priorities of accountability and transparency, as defined in
subsection (e) of section 4A, and to support any performance management programs that the
office of the governor may develop.

Office of Commonwealth Performance, Accountability and Transparency 5

SECTION 12. Subsection (a) of section 4R of said chapter 7, as so appearing, is hereby
amended by striking out the first sentence and inserting in place thereof the following sentence:-
There shall be a caseload and economic forecasting office within the executive office for
administration and finance.

Office of Commonwealth Performance, Accountability and Transparency 6

SECTION 13. Said section 4R of said chapter 7, as so appearing, is hereby further
amended by striking out, in lines 13 and 14, the words “assistant secretary for commonwealth
performance, accountability and transparency” and inserting in place thereof the following
word:- secretary.
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Massachusetts Percent for Art Program

SECTION 14. Chapter 7C of the General Laws is hereby amended by adding the
following section:-

Section 73. (a) There shall be a Massachusetts percent for art program, or MPAP, to be
administered by the public art commission established in subsection (c). The MPAP shall
provide for the creation and preservation of existing public art in the city of Boston and
municipalities designated as gateway municipalities under section 3A of chapter 23A. Under
this program, if construction or substantial renovation of state-owned buildings and properties is
undertaken, a minimum of 0.5 per cent of the cost of that construction or substantial renovation,
not to exceed $250,000, shall be dedicated to the preservation of existing public art and the
creation of new public art.

(b) The secretary of administration and finance may temporarily suspend the MPAP
spending requirement set forth in subsection (a) in any year in which the consensus tax revenue
forecast, determined under section 5B of chapter 29, is less than the prior year.

(c) There shall be a public art commission which shall administer the MPAP by: (i)
making curatorial decisions on a project-by-project basis in coordination with members of the
commonwealth’s artist community who demonstrate distinguished service to the arts; (ii)
consulting with pertinent local art and cultural commissions; (iii) promoting and encouraging
public art; and (iv) coordinating with the executive department to ensure compliance with and
participation in the MPAP. The commission may also research other funding mechanisms that
may increase the total pool of funds for public art and suggest the development of programming
for education and promotion regarding public art. All state agencies within the executive
department shall cooperate with and provide assistance to the commission as necessary.

(d) The commission shall consist of the following 14 members: the secretary of
administration and finance or a designee; the secretary of housing and economic development or
a designee; the commissioner of capital asset management and maintenance or a designee; the
secretary of energy and environmental affairs or a designee; the chair of the Massachusetts
cultural council or a designee; a representative recommended by the mayor of the city of Boston;
and 8 persons to be appointed by the governor, 2 of whom shall be representatives from
municipalities designated as gateway municipalities under section 3A of chapter 23A who shall
be selected from individuals recommended by the chief executive officer of any such
municipality, 2 of whom shall be project designers with experience in the creation and
installation of public art, 2 of whom shall be artists or representatives from nonprofit or
community organizations associated with the arts and 2 of whom the governor otherwise deems
appropriate but who do not possess the foregoing qualifications. The commission shall annually
elect 1 of its members to serve as chair. Commission members shall serve without compensation
or reimbursement for expenses.

(e) The commission shall meet at such times and places as directed by the chair.
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() The commissioner of capital asset management and maintenance shall appoint an
MPAP coordinator who shall report to the commissioner. In coordination with the commission
and any other agencies as the commissioner may deem appropriate, the coordinator shall,
without limitation: (i) recommend the guidelines and parameters for the MPAP; (ii) research
other successful funding mechanisms that increase the total pool of funds for public art; and (iii)
oversee the creation of a central entity to host a variety of shared resources relating to the
implementation, installation, maintenance and preservation of public art.

(9) Annually, not later than September 1, the commission shall provide a report to the
governor, the secretary of administration and finance and the clerks of the senate and house of
representatives describing the actions of the MPAP and the commission and any other
information the commission deems pertinent.

Illegal Tobacco Enforcement: Lottery License Suspension 1

SECTION 15. Chapter 10 of the General Laws is hereby amended by inserting after
section 30A the following section:-

Section 30B. Upon receiving notice from the commissioner of revenue that a retailer, as
defined in section 1 of chapter 64C, or a cigar retailer, as defined in section 7B of said chapter
64C, has had a cigar or tobacco license suspended or revoked for a willful violation of paragraph
(1) of subsection (I) of said section 7B of said chapter 64C or section 34 or 35 of said chapter
64C, the director of the state lottery shall suspend the lottery license, authorized by sections 26
and 27, of that retailer or cigar retailer for up to 60 days.

Commonwealth Covenant Fund
SECTION 16. Section 35EE of said chapter 10 is hereby repealed.
Economic Empowerment Trust Fund 1

SECTION 17. Said chapter 10 is hereby further amended by striking out section 35QQ,
as appearing in the 2012 Official Edition, and inserting in place thereof the following section:-

Section 35QQ. (a) There shall be an Economic Empowerment Trust Fund to encourage
and facilitate economic empowerment throughout the commonwealth. Funds may be expended
to encourage and facilitate economic empowerment programs, including but not limited to: (i)
establishing financial literacy programs; (ii) creating college savings accounts, in cooperation
with the Massachusetts Educational Financing Authority; (iii) establishing college and career
readiness programs, particularly in the areas of science, technology, engineering and math; and
(iv) supporting and promoting wage equality. The state treasurer shall administer the fund in
consultation with the board of trustees established under subsection (b). The fund may accept
private contributions, publicly or privately-funded grants and funds appropriated by the state or
federal government. No expenditure from the fund shall cause the fund to be in deficiency at the
close of the fiscal year. Monies deposited in the fund that are unexpended at the end of the fiscal
year shall not revert to the General Fund and shall be available for expenditure in the subsequent
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fiscal year. The fund shall be an expendable trust fund and shall not be subject to appropriation
or allotment.

(b) There shall be a board of trustees to consist of 20 members. There shall be 6
nonvoting members, 2 of whom shall be appointed by the president of the senate, 1 of whom
shall be appointed by the minority leader of the senate, 2 of whom shall be appointed by the
speaker of the house of representatives and 1 of whom shall be appointed by the minority leader
of the house of representatives. There shall be 14 voting members: the state treasurer or a
designee, who shall serve as chair; the attorney general or a designee; the undersecretary of
consumer affairs and business regulation or a designee; the commissioner of elementary and
secondary education or a designee; the secretary of education or a designee; the secretary of
housing and economic development or a designee; and 8 persons to be appointed by the state
treasurer, 1 of whom shall have experience in education, 1 of whom shall have experience in
financial services, 1 of whom shall have experience in biotechnology, 1 of whom shall have
experience in health care, 1 of whom shall have experience in computers or mathematics, 1 of
whom shall have experience in life, physical or social sciences, 1 of whom shall have experience
in fundraising and 1 of whom shall have experience in architecture or engineering. All
nonelected members shall serve for terms of 3 years, but may be reappointed. The state treasurer
may expend funds, subject to approval of the board of trustees, to cover the expenses of
administering the fund which may include the hiring of professional staff or an annual
independent audit of the financial activities of the fund. The state treasurer may also enter into
contracts with private corporations to manage and implement the programmatic fiduciary or
administrative goals of the fund, subject to approval of the board of trustees. The state treasurer
may, subject to approval of the board of trustees and to the extent necessary, create a 501(c)(3)
corporation to fulfill the purposes of the fund. The board of trustees may support and facilitate
the establishment of college savings plans, consistent with 26 U.S.C. § 529, in cooperation with
the Massachusetts Educational Financing Authority, for students throughout the commonwealth.
The board of trustees shall develop by-laws and may develop regulations for the implementation
of the fund, including guidelines for the establishment of children’s savings plans. The state
treasurer shall annually report to the clerks of the house of representatives and senate, the house
and senate chairs of the joint committee on financial services, the house and senate chairs of the
joint committee on education and the chairs of the house and senate committees on ways and
means on all programmatic and financial activities and balances of the fund not later than the last
Wednesday in December.

(c) Notwithstanding any general or special law to the contrary, the state treasurer and
members of the board of trustees or their designees shall maximize the balance of the fund by
soliciting private donations, gifts, grants and bequests of the fund, including through direct and
indirect fundraising.

Health Information and Analysis Oversight Council

SECTION 18. Chapter 12C of the General Laws is hereby amended by inserting after
section 2 the following section:-
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Section 2A. (a) There shall be a health information and analysis oversight council which
shall provide oversight of the center; provided, however, that the council shall not oversee the
Betsy Lehman center for patient safety and medical error reduction established in section 15.
The council shall consist of 7 members, 2 of whom shall be appointed by the attorney general of
whom 1 shall have experience in cyber security, 2 of whom shall be appointed by the state
auditor of whom 1 shall be a health care economist, and 3 of whom shall be appointed by the
governor of whom 1 shall have experience in health care delivery or health care management, 1
shall have experience with the use of big data, open data and analytics and 1 shall have
experience in finance and budgeting. Appointments shall be made without regard to political
affiliation. Members of the council shall serve for terms of 5 years. In the case of a vacancy, a
successor shall be appointed in the same manner as the original appointment for the remainder of
the unexpired term. Members of the council shall be eligible for reappointment. Members of the
council shall not: (i) hold full-time or part-time employment in state government; or (ii) be
employed by, a consultant to, a member of the board of directors of, affiliated with, have a
financial stake in or otherwise be a representative of an acute hospital, ambulatory surgical
center or a surcharge payor to the commonwealth. The council shall annually elect 1 of its
members to serve as chair and 1 to serve as vice-chair. Members of the council shall be residents
of the commonwealth.

(b) The council shall meet on a quarterly basis. Meetings of the council shall be subject
to sections 18 to 25, inclusive, of chapter 30A. Four members of the council shall constitute a
quorum and the affirmative vote of 4 members of the council shall be necessary and sufficient
for any action taken by the council. No vacancy in the membership of the council shall impair
the right of a quorum to exercise all the rights and duties of the commission. Members shall
serve without pay, but shall be reimbursed for actual expenses necessarily incurred in the
performance of their duties.

(c) The council shall:

(i) prepare an annual operating budget for the center and manage the administrative
expenses of the center;

(if) implement procedures for communications with the executive director;
(iii) develop annual research and analysis priorities for the center; provided however, the
council shall not require approval of the center’s actions under section 38C of chapter 3, section

16 of this chapter or section 17 of chapter 176A;

(iv) develop guidelines for uniform reporting and data preparation pursuant to sections 8
to 10, inclusive; and

(v) develop guidelines for the collection, storage and maintenance of the payer and
provider claims database established pursuant to section 12.

(d) Chapter 268A shall apply to all council members except that the center may purchase
from, sell to, borrow from, contract with or otherwise deal with any organization in which any
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council member is in anyway interested or involved; provided, however, that such interest or
involvement shall be disclosed in advance to the council and recorded in the minutes of the
proceedings of the council; and provided further, that no member shall be deemed to have
violated section 4 of said chapter 268A because of such member’s receipt of such member’s
usual and regular compensation from such member’s employer during the time in which the
member participates in the activities of the council.

Illegal Tobacco Enforcement: Tobacco Providers List

SECTION 19. Section 6 of chapter 14 of the General Laws, as appearing in the 2012
Official Edition, is hereby amended by adding the following paragraph:-

10. Shall maintain on the department’s website an easily searchable and regularly
updated list of all taxpayers licensed under section 67 of chapter 62C as a manufacturer,
wholesaler, vending machine operator, unclassified acquirer, transportation company or retailer
as defined in section 1 of chapter 64C or as a cigar distributor or cigar retailer as defined in
section 7B of said chapter 64C.

Office of Trustee Relations

SECTION 20. Section 1 of chapter 15A of the General Laws, as so appearing, is hereby
amended by inserting after the first sentence the following sentence:- The board of higher
education shall provide orientation, professional development and support for the boards of
trustees in areas including, but not limited to, system-level initiatives, trustee accountability,
recruitment and board responsibilities.

University of Massachusetts Tuition Retention 1

SECTION 21. Section 9 of said chapter 15A, as so appearing, is hereby amended by
striking out, in lines 71 to 74, inclusive, the words “In the case of the university, the council shall
review the recommendations of the board of trustees relative to tuition rates at said university
and its campuses. Said tuition rates shall be subject to the approval of the council” and inserting
in place thereof the following words:- Tuition rates shall be subject to the approval of the
council; provided, however, that tuition rates at the University of Massachusetts shall be subject
to sections 1A and 1B of chapter 75 and shall not require the approval of the council.

University of Massachusetts Tuition Retention 2
SECTION 22. Said section 9 of said chapter 15A, as so appearing, is hereby further
amended by striking out, in line 79, the words “public institution of higher education” and
inserting in place thereof the following words:- state university and community college.

Colocation 1

SECTION 23. The second paragraph of section 5 of chapter 18 of the General Laws, as so
appearing, is hereby amended by adding the following sentence:- A representative of a one stop
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career center shall be placed within each regional office to provide support to individuals seeking
employment, job training, education or other transitional assistance.

Colocation 2

SECTION 24. Subsection (b) of section 6 of chapter 23H of the General Laws, as so
appearing, is hereby amended by adding the following paragraph:-

A representative of the department of transitional assistance shall be placed within each
one stop career center to provide support to individuals seeking employment, job training,
education or other transitional assistance.

Commonwealth Care Trust Fund Spending

SECTION 25. The second paragraph of section 2000 of chapter 29 of the General Laws
is hereby amended by inserting after the fifth sentence, as so appearing, the following sentence:-
To accommodate timing discrepancies between the receipt of revenue and related expenditures,
the comptroller may certify for payment amounts not to exceed the most recent estimate of
revenues as certified by the secretary of administration and finance to be deposited under this
section.

Medical Assistance Trust Fund Authority

SECTION 26. Section 2QQQ of said chapter 29, as so appearing, is hereby amended by
striking out, in line 4, the words "supplemental Medicaid payments™ and inserting in place
thereof the following words:- Medicaid supplemental and incentive payments.

Secure Vital Registry Trust Fund 1 and Naloxone Bulk Purchasing

SECTION 27. Said chapter 29 is hereby further amended by inserting after section
2Q0QQQ the following 2 sections:-

Section 2RRRR. There shall be a Secure Vital Registry Trust Fund to be expended
without prior appropriation by the department of public health. The fund shall consist of the
commonwealth's share of revenues collected for the provision of records under chapter 46 by
state and local officials under a schedule promulgated pursuant to section 3B of chapter 7. The
commissioner of public health or a designee shall be the trustee of the fund and shall make
expenditures from the fund for the administrative costs of development, maintenance and
operation of the centralized, automated database for the system of vital records and statistics
provided for in section 33 of said chapter 46. The department may incur expenses and the
comptroller may certify for payment amounts in anticipation of expected receipts; provided
however, that no expenditure shall be made from the fund which shall cause the fund to be in
deficit at the close of a fiscal year. Monies deposited in the fund that are unexpended at the end
of a fiscal year shall not revert to the General Fund.



312
313
314
315
316
317
318

319
320
321
322
323
324
325
326
327
328
329

330
331
332
333
334

335
336
337

338
339

340
341
342
343
344
345
346
347

Senate Committee on Ways and Means Fiscal Year 2016 Budget Recommendations

Section 2SSSS. (a) There shall be a Municipal Naloxone Bulk Purchase Trust Fund to be
administered and expended by the commissioner of public health or a designee for the municipal
naloxone bulk purchase program. Municipalities may join the program to purchase naloxone for
municipal first responder programs. The state office of pharmacy services shall assist with the
purchasing and distribution of naloxone on behalf of the program. The department of public
health shall provide technical assistance to participating municipalities to ensure that
municipalities complete all training and registration requirements.

(b) The fund shall consist of payments made by participating municipalities for the
purchase of naloxone. The department may incur expenses and the comptroller may certify for
payment amounts in anticipation of expected receipts; provided, however, that no expenditure
shall be made from the fund which shall cause the fund to be in deficit at the close of a fiscal
year. Monies deposited in the fund that are unexpended at the end of a fiscal year shall not revert
to the General Fund. The commissioner shall report annually not later than October 1 to the
house and senate committees on ways and means on the fund’s activity. The report shall include,
but not be limited to, revenue received by the fund, revenue and expenditure projections for the
forthcoming fiscal year and details of all expenditures from the fund, the municipalities
participating in the program, the amount of naloxone purchased by each municipality and the
discount procured through bulk purchasing.

Classification Appeals

SECTION 28. The first paragraph of section 49 of chapter 30 of the General Laws, as
appearing in the 2012 Official Edition, is hereby amended by striking out the first sentence and
inserting in place thereof the following sentence:- A manager or an employee of the
commonwealth objecting to any provision of the classification affecting the manager or
employee’s office or position may appeal in writing to the personnel administrator.

Fiscal Year 2017 Pension Transfer

SECTION 29. Section 22C of chapter 32 of the General Laws is hereby amended by
striking out the figure "$2,169,000,000", inserted by section 69 of chapter 165 of the acts of
2014, and inserting in place thereof the following figure:- $2,217,749,000.

Massachusetts Computing Attainment Network 1

SECTION 30. Chapter 40J of the General Laws is hereby amended by inserting after
section 6H the following section:-

Section 61. (a) The Massachusetts Technology Park Corporation established in section 3
and doing business as the Massachusetts Technology Collaborative shall, subject to
appropriation, establish and promote computer science education in public schools. The
collaborative shall serve as the state agent in support of the objectives of the Massachusetts
Computing Attainment Network or MassCAN; provided, however, that the primary goal of
MassCAN shall be to strengthen the growth and vitality of the commonwealth’s technology
industry and the technology dependent business sectors by implementing a broad-based
education and workforce strategy with the objective of increasing the number of students
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prepared to pursue computing technology careers. In furtherance of this goal, MassCAN shall
seek to promote an environment in which all students in kindergarten to grade 12, inclusive, shall
have access to computer science courses. MassCAN may, subject to the availability of funds: (i)
promote the development and implementation of educational programs, courses and modules for
students in kindergarten to grade 12, inclusive, and teachers; (ii) collaborate with the department
of elementary and secondary education in developing new voluntary computer science standards
for kindergarten to grade 12, inclusive; (iii) collaborate with the department of higher education
to create computer science professional development hubs at universities in each of the regional
science, technology, engineering and mathematics, or STEM, networks established by the
department; (iv) develop a school district-based program to assist teachers and administrators
with the implementation of computer science courses; (v) develop and maintain a website to
share computer science resources and broadly communicate best practices and successes; (Vi)
connect computer science students with industry professionals to enhance students’
understanding of the relevance of their educational experience to the workplace and STEM
career opportunities; (vii) identify the particular needs of school districts with disproportionately
high numbers of underrepresented minorities; and (viii) leverage at least $1 in matching funds
from non-state sources of funding for every $1 expended within the commonwealth. MassCAN
shall take into consideration the recommendations of the science, technology, engineering and
math, or STEM, advisory council established in section 217 of chapter 6 when developing and
implementing educational programs.

(b) There shall be a MassCAN advisory board to consist of 9 members, to be appointed
by the governor, including: 1 person recommended by the Massachusetts Competitive
Partnership, Inc.; 1 person recommended by the Massachusetts Business Roundtable; 1 person
recommended by the Massachusetts Technology Leadership Council, Inc.; 1 person
recommended by a federally-funded research corporation; 1 person recommended by the chair of
the computer science department of a public university; 1 person recommended by the
Massachusetts Association of School Superintendents, Inc.; 1 person recommended by the
Greater Boston chapter of the Computer Science Teachers Association; 1 person recommended
by the METCO program; and 1 person recommended by the Society of Women Engineers
Boston Section, Inc.

(c) The collaborative shall file an annual report not later than September 30 with the
clerks of the house of representatives and the senate who shall forward the same to the house and
senate committees on ways and means and the joint committee on economic development and
emerging technologies. The report shall detail a 3-year strategic plan, annual goals and progress
in achieving those goals. The report shall be published on the website of the collaborative.

Secure Vital Registry Trust Fund 2

SECTION 31. Section 33 of chapter 46 of the General Laws, as appearing in the 2012
Official Edition, is hereby amended by inserting after the word “recorded”, in line 16, the
following words:- ; provided however, that not more than $6 per fee paid shall be transferred to
the Secure Vital Registry Trust Fund established in section 2RRRR of chapter 29; and provided
further, that the state registrar shall establish a hardship waiver for individuals who qualify for
the MassHealth program under chapter 118E for a reduced fee which shall be not more than $6.
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Combined Reporting Technical Edit

SECTION 32. Paragraph 3 of section 30 of chapter 63 of the General Laws, as so
appearing, is hereby amended by inserting after the second sentence the following sentence:-
For the purposes of this paragraph, in the case of a business corporation required to be included
in a combined report pursuant to clause (i) of paragraph (3) of subsection (c) of section 32B,
gross income shall be determined as if the corporation were organized in the United States.

Illegal Tobacco Enforcement: Information Sharing

SECTION 33. Subsection (b) of section 21 of chapter 62C of the General Laws, as most
recently amended by section 16 of chapter 158 of the acts of 2014, is hereby amended by
inserting after clause (27) the following clause:-

(28) the disclosure of information to members of the multi-agency illegal tobacco task
force established in section 40 of chapter 64C necessary to investigate and conduct enforcement
actions relative to contraband tobacco distribution.

lllegal Tobacco Enforcement: Lottery License Suspension 2

SECTION 34. Section 68 of said chapter 62C, as appearing in the 2012 Official Edition,
is hereby amended by adding the following paragraph:-

The commissioner shall provide notice to the director of the state lottery of a retailer, as
defined in section 1 of chapter 64C, or a cigar retailer, as defined in subsection (a) of section 7B
of said chapter 64C, whose license, issued under section 67, has been suspended or revoked by
the department for a willful violation of paragraph (1) of subsection (I) of said section 7B of said
chapter 64C or sections 34 or 35 of said chapter 64C and who is a licensee authorized to sell
lottery tickets under sections 26 and 27 of chapter 10.

lllegal Tobacco Enforcement: Multi-Agency lllegal Tobacco Task Force

SECTION 35. Chapter 64C of the General Laws is hereby amended by adding the
following section:-

Section 40. (a) There shall be a multi-agency illegal tobacco task force. The task force
shall coordinate efforts to combat contraband tobacco distribution, including efforts to foster
compliance with the law and conduct targeted investigations and enforcement actions against
violators. The task force shall be co-chaired by the colonel of state police or a designee and the
commissioner of revenue or a designee and shall also consist of: the secretary of public safety
and security or a designee; the state treasurer or a designee; the attorney general or a designee;
and the commissioner of public health or a designee.

(b) The task force shall:

(i) facilitate timely information sharing among state agencies in order to advise or refer
matters of potential investigative interest;
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(ii) dedicate not less than an aggregate of 20 personnel from member agencies to carry
out enforcement and investigative strategies;

(iii) identify where illegal tobacco distribution is most prevalent and target task force
members’ investigative and enforcement resources against those in violation of this chapter and
chapter 62C, including through the formation of joint investigative and enforcement teams;

(iv) assess existing investigative and enforcement methods in the commonwealth and in
other jurisdictions and develop and recommend strategies to improve those methods; and

(v) solicit the cooperation and participation of other relevant enforcement agencies and
establish procedures for referring cases to prosecuting authorities as appropriate.

(c) The multi-agency illegal tobacco task force shall meet at times and places to be
determined by the co-chairs and may establish working groups, meetings, forums or any other
activity deemed necessary to carry out its mandate.

(d) The task force shall submit a report not later than March 1 of each year on the results
of its findings, activities and recommendations from the preceding year with the clerks of the
senate and house of representatives, the chairs of the joint committee on revenue, the chairs of
the senate and house committees on ways and means and the chairs of the joint committee on
public safety and homeland security. The report shall include, but not be limited to: (i) a
description of the task force’s efforts and activities during the year; (ii) identification of any
administrative or legal barriers, including any barriers to multi-agency action or enforcement
efforts; and (iii) proposed legislative or regulatory changes necessary to strengthen operations
and enforcement efforts and reduce or eliminate any impediments to those efforts.

University of Massachusetts Tuition Retention 3

SECTION 36. Section 1A of chapter 75 of the General Laws, as appearing in the 2012
Official Edition, is hereby amended by striking out, in lines 142 and 143, the words *; (p) submit
recommendations to the council for approval for tuition rates at the university”.

University of Massachusetts Tuition Retention 4

SECTION 37. Said chapter 75 is hereby further amended by inserting after section 1A
the following section:-

Section 1B. (a) For the purposes of this section, the following words shall have the
following meanings unless the context clearly requires otherwise:

“Student charges”, in-state and out-of-state tuition and fees that are charged to students
for general attendance at the university; provided, however, that “student charges” shall not
include any fee or other charge established by the university that is specific to a particular
course, program or activity or any charges for room, board or student health insurance.
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“Student tuition credit”, a reduction in student charges for an eligible student.

(b) The board of trustees shall fix and establish student charges for the university. In-
state tuition and mandatory student charges shall preserve affordability for residents of the
commonwealth. Out-of-state student charges shall appropriately balance the financial needs of
the university with the need to be competitive with peer institutions and, to the extent possible,
cover, at a minimum, the actual cost of a student’s education. Tuition shall comprise the
majority portion of student charges. In establishing student charges, the board of trustees shall
consider factors including: (i) the Consumer Price Index published by the Bureau of Labor
Statistics in the United States Department of Labor; (ii) the Higher Education Price Index
calculated by Commonfund; (iii) tuition and fee rates at peer institutions; (iv) collective
bargaining costs; (v) total support from the commonwealth, including direct appropriations; and
(vi) other relevant data and measures.

(c) All student charges received by the university under this section shall be retained by
the university in a revolving trust fund and shall be expended as the board of trustees directs for
the operation and support of the university. Any balance remaining in the trust fund at the close
of a fiscal year shall continue to be held in the trust fund, shall remain available for expenditure
in subsequent fiscal years and shall not revert to the General Fund. The trust fund shall be
subject to audit by the state auditor.

(d) The university shall provide to each student a detailed statement of all student
charges. The statement shall be in a form approved by the board of trustees and shall include a
breakdown of the student charges and show the discount rate for in-state students and the
discount for a student who is eligible for a tuition credit.

(e) For employees of the university whose salaries are paid from tuition retained under
subsection (c), fringe benefits and collective bargaining shall be funded as if those employees'
salaries were supported by state appropriations and the funds shall not be assessed as fringe.

This subsection shall apply only to fringe benefits and collective bargaining costs associated with
salaries paid from retained tuition.

(F) All tuition waivers, grants and scholarships identified in chapter 15A or any other
general or special law and reductions collectively bargained for that are in the form of tuition or
fee waivers shall be student tuition credits. Students that are eligible for a tuition credit shall
have their student charges reduced by the amount of the tuition credit.

(9) The board of trustees shall not accept any tuition waivers, grants or scholarships
identified in chapter 15A or any other general or special law or reductions collectively bargained
for that are in the form of tuition or fee waivers established on or after July 1, 2016 unless the
reduction is accompanied with an appropriation that fully supports the reduction or the reduction
is approved by the board of trustees.

(h) The university shall report annually not later than March 1 to the senate and house
committees on ways and means, the joint committee on higher education, the secretary of
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administration and finance and the secretary of education on: (i) the status of the percentage of
student education costs placed upon the student and subsidized by the commonwealth; and (ii) a
comprehensive document articulating the efficiencies and effectiveness of initiatives and
programs at the university that save the commonwealth and students money and make the 5-
campus system more efficient.

Distinctive Registration Plates 1

SECTION 38. Section 2F of chapter 90 of the General Laws, as appearing in the 2012
Official Edition, is hereby amended by striking out, in lines 5, 9 and 11, the figure “1,500” and
inserting in place thereof, in each instance, the following figure:- 750.

Distinctive Registration Plates 2

SECTION 39. Said section 2F of said chapter 90, as so appearing, is hereby further
amended by striking out, in line 18, the figure “2” and inserting in place thereof the following
figure:- 5.

Distinctive Registration Plates 3

SECTION 40. Said section 2F of said chapter 90, as so appearing, is hereby further
amended by striking out, in line 19, the words “2 year” and inserting in place thereof the
following words:- 5-year.

Department of Conservation and Recreation Permits

SECTION 41. Section 33 of chapter 92 of the General Laws, as so appearing, is hereby
amended by striking out, in line 28, the words "5 years" and inserting in place thereof the
following words:- 10 years and shall be in writing.

Vaccine Purchase Trust Fund

SECTION 42. Subsection (b) of section 24N of chapter 111 of the General Laws, as
appearing in section 1 of chapter 28 of the acts of 2014, is hereby amended by inserting after
the fifth sentence the following sentence:- The department may incur expenses and the
comptroller may certify for payment amounts in anticipation of the most recent estimate of
expected receipts as certified by the secretary of administration and finance; provided, however,
that no expenditure shall be made from the fund which shall cause the fund to be in deficit at
the close of a fiscal year.

Expanding Fee Waivers for Veterans

SECTION 43. Section 1B of said chapter 112, as amended by section 23 of chapter 62 of
the acts of 2014, is hereby further amended by adding the following subsection:-

(g) The commissioner of public health and each of the boards of registration and
certification under the commissioner's supervision shall waive the commonwealth's portion of
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the initial application fee and the initial fee for a license application or certification granted
pursuant to this section.

Volume Purchasing of Durable Medical Equipment

SECTION 44. Section 12 of chapter 118E of the General Laws is hereby amended by
striking out the second paragraph, as appearing in the 2012 Official Edition, and inserting in
place thereof the following paragraph:-

The division may enter into any types of contracts with providers and manufacturers of
medical services, equipment and supplies as the division deems necessary to carry out this
chapter including, but not limited to, selective contracts, volume purchase contracts, preferred
provider contracts and managed care contracts; provided, however, that such contracts shall be
reviewed by the center for health information and analysis and the executive office for
administration and finance. The division may negotiate the rate of reimbursement to the
provider under any such contract and the negotiated rate shall not be subject to sections 13 to
13F, inclusive.

Nursing Home Assessment

SECTION 45. Section 63 of said chapter 118E, as so appearing, is hereby amended by
striking out, in line 17, the words “$145 million” and inserting in place thereof the following
figure:- $220,000,000.

Medical Placement of Terminal and Incapacitated Inmates

SECTION 46. Chapter 127 of the General Laws is hereby amended by inserting after
section 119 the following section:-

Section 119A. (a) As used in this section, the following words shall, unless the context
clearly requires otherwise, have the following meanings:

“Department”, the department of correction.

“Medical release plan”, a comprehensive written medical and psychosocial care plan that is
specific to the prisoner and shall include, but not be limited to: (i) the proposed course of
treatment; (ii) the proposed site for treatment and post-treatment care; (iii) documentation that
medical providers qualified to provide the medical services identified in the medical release plan
are prepared to provide those services; and (iv) the financial program in place to cover the cost of
this plan for the duration of the medical release, which shall include eligibility for enrollment in
commercial insurance, Medicare or Medicaid or access to other adequate financial resources for
the duration of the medical release.

“Permanent and total disability”, as determined by a licensed physician, a permanent and
irreversible physical incapacitation as a result of an existing physical or medical condition that
was unknown at the time of sentencing or, since the time of sentencing, has progressed such that
the prisoner does not pose a public safety risk.
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“Prisoner”, a committed offender and such other person placed in custody in a correctional
facility in accordance with the law.

“Terminal illness”, an incurable condition caused by illness or disease that was unknown at
the time of sentencing or, since the time of sentencing, has progressed to render the prisoner
terminally ill, and that will likely cause the death of the prisoner within 18 months and that is so
debilitating that the prisoner does not pose a public safety risk.

(b) Except as otherwise provided in this section and notwithstanding any other general or
special law to the contrary, a prisoner may be eligible for conditional medical release due to a
terminal illness or permanent and total disability. A prisoner shall be eligible for medical release
if the commissioner determines that the prisoner is diagnosed with a permanent and total
disability or terminal illness under the procedure described in subsection (c); provided, however,
that no prisoner serving a sentence imposed upon a conviction under sections 1 and 2 of chapter
265, no person considered a habitual criminal under subsection (b) of section 25 of chapter 279
and no prisoner serving a sentence imposed upon a conviction of a sex offense shall be eligible
for release under this section.

(c) The superintendent of the correctional facility shall consider a prisoner for medical
release upon a request for medical release filed by the prisoner, the prisoner’s attorney, the
prisoner’s next of kin or a correction officer. The superintendent shall review the request for
consideration and make a recommendation to the commissioner within 15 days of receipt of the
request or petition for medical release. If, upon an investigation of the request, the
superintendent determines that the request warrants approval, the superintendent shall
recommend, in writing, to the commissioner that the prisoner be released. The commissioner
shall initiate a motion in the court in the district in which the correctional facility is located. The
commissioner shall notify, in writing, the district attorney, the attorney for the prisoner and, if
applicable under chapter 258B, the victim or the victim’s family, that the prisoner is being
considered for medical release subject to this section and the parties receiving the notice shall
have an opportunity to be heard through a written or oral statement as to the release of the
prisoner. The commissioner shall provide an affidavit confirming the notice with the motion.
The commissioner shall file with the motion an assessment of the prisoner’s medical and
psychosocial condition and the risk the prisoner poses to society, including:

(i) a written diagnosis by a physician licensed to practice medicine in the commonwealth
under section 2 of chapter 112, that includes: (a) a description of the terminal illness, physical
incapacity or chronic condition; and (b) a prognosis concerning the likelihood of recovery from
the terminal illness, physical incapacity or chronic condition; provided, however, that the
physician shall be employed by the department or shall be employed by a hospital or medical
facility used by the department for the medical treatment of prisoners; and

(i) an assessment of the risk for violence and recidivism that the prisoner poses to
society.

If the superintendent denies the request for medical release, the superintendent shall provide the
prisoner a statement, in writing, of the reason for the denial. A prisoner electing to appeal a
denial made by the superintendent shall file an appeal with the commissioner within 30 days.
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(d) The authority to grant a medical release shall reside solely within the discretion of the
court in the district in which the correctional facility is located. In making this determination, the
court shall consider:

(i) the nature and severity of the prisoner’s crime;
(i) the prisoner’s prior criminal record,

(iii) the prisoner’s disciplinary, behavioral and rehabilitative record during the term of
incarceration;

(iv) the current age of the prisoner and the prisoner’s age at the time of the crime;
(v) the length of the prisoner’s sentence and the amount of time left to serve;

(vi) the recommendations of the district attorney and the victim or the victim’s
representative;

(vii) the nature of the prisoner’s medical condition or terminal illness and the extent of
care the prisoner will require as a result;

(viii) the danger, if any, the prisoner poses to the public if released,;
(ix) appropriate release plans, including family or outside resources; and
(x) any other factors the court considers relevant.

The court shall make a determination of whether to grant medical release within 15 days
of receiving a motion from the commissioner for release of a prisoner with a terminal illness and
within 30 days of receiving a motion for release of a permanently and totally disabled prisoner.

A denial of medical release by the court shall not affect a prisoner’s eligibility for any
other form of parole or release under applicable law.

Any decision made by the court pursuant to this section shall be final; provided, however,
that the decision shall not preclude a prisoner’s eligibility for medical release in the future.

(e) A prisoner granted release under this section shall be under the jurisdiction,
supervision and control of the court. The court shall impose terms and conditions for such
release that shall apply through the date upon which the prisoner’s sentence would have expired.
These conditions shall require, but need not be limited to, the following:

(i) the released prisoner’s care be consistent with the care specified in the medical release
plan as approved by the court;

(ii) the released prisoner to cooperate with and comply with the prescribed medical
release plan and with reasonable requirements of medical providers to whom the released
prisoner is to be referred for continued treatment;
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(iii) the released prisoner to be subject to supervision by the court; and
(iv) the released prisoner to comply with any conditions of release set by the court.

Not less than 24 hours prior to the date of a medical release, the court shall notify, in
writing, the district attorney, the department of the state police and the police department in the
city or town in which the released prisoner will reside and, if necessary under chapter 258B, the
victim, the victim’s family and the victim’s representative, that the prisoner’s request for release
has been granted by the court and the terms and conditions of release.

The court may revise, alter or amend the terms and conditions of release at any time. The
court shall promptly order a prisoner returned to the custody of the court to await a revocation
hearing if the court receives credible information that a prisoner has failed to comply with a
reasonable condition set upon the prisoner’s release or if, upon discovery that the medical illness
or permanent and total disability has improved to the extent that the prisoner would no longer be
eligible for medical release under this section. If the court subsequently revokes a prisoner’s
medical release, the prisoner shall resume serving the balance of the sentence with credit given
only for the duration of the prisoner’s medical release served in compliance with all reasonable
conditions in this subsection. Revocation of a prisoner’s medical release shall not preclude a
prisoner’s eligibility for another form of parole or release under applicable law; provided,
however, that such revocation may be used as a factor in determining eligibility for that other
form of parole or release. Revocation of a prisoner’s medical release due to a change in the
prisoner’s medical condition shall not preclude a prisoner’s eligibility for medical release in the
future or for another form of parole or release under applicable law.

(F) The commissioner shall promulgate rules and regulations necessary to implement this
section. The commissioner shall make reasonable efforts to educate, inform and train
department employees about this section and shall furnish those employees with appropriate
resources and services to implement this section.

(9) The commissioner shall file an annual report not later than March 1 with the clerks of
the house of representatives and the senate, the chairs of the house and senate committees on
ways and means and the chairs of the joint committee on the judiciary detailing: (i) the number
of prisoners who applied for medical release under this section; (ii) the number of prisoners who
have been granted medical release; (iii) the nature of the illness of the applicants, the counties
where the prisoners have been released to and the nature of the placement pursuant to the
medical release plan; (iv) the categories of reasons for denial for prisoners who have been denied
medical release; (v) the number of prisoners released who have been granted an additional period
of medical release and the number of those grants; and (vi) the number of prisoners released who
have been returned to the custody of the department and the reasons for those returns.

Board of Building Requirements and Standards Mailing Requirement
SECTION 47. Section 94 of chapter 143 of the General Laws, as appearing in the 2012

Official Edition, is hereby amended by striking out, in line 63, the words “a copy” and inserting
in place thereof the following words:- notice by electronic or other means.
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Bone Marrow Donors Medical Leave 1

SECTION 48. Chapter 149 of the General Laws is hereby amended by inserting after
section 33E the following section:-

Section 33F. (a) An employee of the commonwealth or an employee of a county, city or
town that accepts this section may take a leave of absence, without loss of pay, of not more than
5 days to undergo the medical procedure and associated physical recovery time due to
participation in a bone marrow donor program.

(b) If the necessity for leave under this section is foreseeable, the employee shall provide
the employer with not less than 7 days’ notice before the leave is to begin. If the necessity for
leave is not foreseeable, the employee shall provide such notice as is practicable.

(c) An employer may require that a request for leave under this section shall be supported
by a certification issued at that time and in a manner that the attorney general may by regulation
require.

(d) The attorney general shall enforce this section and may obtain injunctive or
declaratory relief for this purpose. Violations of this section shall be subject to the second
paragraph of section 150 and to section 180.

Bone Marrow Donors Medical Leave 2

SECTION 49. Section 150 of said chapter 149 is hereby amended by inserting after the
figure “33E”, in line 20, as appearing in the 2012 Official Edition, the following figure:- , 33F.

Massachusetts Department of Transportation Board of Directors 3

SECTION 50. Section 3 of chapter 161A of the General Laws, as so appearing, is hereby
amended by striking out, in lines 1 to 3, inclusive, the words “In addition to all powers otherwise
granted to the authority by law, the authority shall have the following powers, in each case to be
exercised by the board unless otherwise specifically provided” and inserting in place thereof the
following words:- The authority shall be governed and its corporate powers exercised by the
board of directors of the Massachusetts Department of Transportation established in chapter 6C.
In addition to the powers granted to the authority by law, the authority shall have the following
powers.

Massachusetts Department of Transportation Board of Directors 4

SECTION 51. Clause (d) of said section 3 of said chapter 161A, as so appearing, is hereby
amended by striking out the first sentence and inserting in place thereof the following sentence:-
To employ, retain and supervise the managerial, professional and clerical staff as necessary to
carry out the work of the authority; provided, however, that the chief executive officer of the
authority shall be a general manager who shall be hired by, report to and serve at the pleasure of
the secretary of transportation and who shall fix the compensation and conditions of employment
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for all other authority employees consistent with budgets that are subject to the approval of the
board.

Massachusetts Department of Transportation Board of Directors 5

SECTION 52. Said section 3 of said chapter 161A, as so appearing, is hereby further
amended by adding the following clause:-

(t) To delegate any of the powers in clauses (a) to (s), inclusive, to the general manager or a
designee of the general manager; provided, however, that the board shall not delegate the powers
set forth in clause (e) and the power to enter into agreements valued at more than $15,000,000.

MBTA Weather Resiliency Fund

SECTION 53. Chapter 161A of the General Laws is hereby amended by inserting after
section 18 the following section:-

Section 18A. There shall be in the Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority a
Weather Resiliency Fund which shall be used exclusively for financing operating costs, projects
and programs to prevent and eliminate vulnerabilities within the authority to weather and
climate-related activities including, but not limited to, temperature, precipitation, flooding,
drought and wildfire. There shall be credited to the fund through the annual operating budget of
the authority such sums as may be determined by the authority's chief financial officer; provided,
however, that all expenditures from the fund shall be approved by the chief financial officer and
general manager. All fund activities shall be included in the authority’s itemized budget required
by section 20.

Postponement of FAS 109 Deduction

SECTION 54. Subsection (2) of section 95 of chapter 173 of the acts of 2008 is hereby
amended by striking out the figure "2016", inserted by section 189 of chapter 165 of the acts of
2014, and inserting in place thereof the following figure:- 2017.

Skills Training Internship Pilot Program Feasibility Study Extension 1

SECTION 55. The second paragraph of section 74 of chapter 144 of the acts of 2014 is
hereby amended by striking out the words “June 30, 2015 and inserting in place thereof the
following words:- January 4, 2016.

Skills Training Internship Pilot Program Feasibility Study Extension 2

SECTION 56. Said second paragraph of said section 74 of said chapter 144 is hereby
further amended by striking out the words “and (viii) explores any other measures it deems
necessary for a skills training internship pilot program, including the cost of implementation”
and inserting in place thereof the following words:- (viii) provides a progress update on the
Training Resources and Internship Networks grant program; and (ix) explores any other
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measures it considers necessary for a skills training internship pilot program, including the cost
of implementation.

Office of the Child Advocate Report

SECTION 57. The third paragraph of section 219 of chapter 165 of the acts of 2014 is
hereby amended by striking out the words “April 1, 2015” and inserting in place thereof the
following words:- November 2, 2015.

Massachusetts Computing Attainment Network 2
SECTION 58. Section 102 of chapter 287 of the acts of 2014 is hereby repealed.
Long-Term Unemployed Commission

SECTION 59. The special commission established in section 76 of chapter 144 of the
acts of 2014 is hereby revived and continued. The commission shall file a report of its
recommendations to the clerks of the senate and house of representatives, the joint committee on
labor and workforce development, the joint committee on elder affairs and the house and senate
committees on ways and means not later than March 31, 2016.

Special Needs Programs Out-of-State Tuition

SECTION 60. Notwithstanding any general or special law to the contrary, the bureau of
purchased services in the operational services division shall determine prices for programs under
chapter 71B of the General Laws in fiscal year 2016 by increasing the final fiscal year 2015 price
by the rate of inflation as determined by the division. The division shall adjust prices for
extraordinary relief as defined in 808 CMR 1.06(4). The division shall accept applications for
program reconstruction and special circumstances in fiscal year 2016. The division shall
authorize the annual price for out-of-state purchasers requested by a program, not to exceed a
maximum price determined by the bureau, by identifying the most recent price calculated for the
program and applying the estimated rate of inflation for each year, as determined by the bureau
under section 22N of chapter 7 of the General Laws, in which the rate of inflation is frozen
beginning with fiscal year 2004 in a compounded manner for each fiscal year.

MassHealth Dental Coverage

SECTION 61. Notwithstanding section 53 of chapter 118E of the General Laws, for
fiscal year 2016, the executive office of health and human services may determine the extent to
which to include within its covered services for adults the federally-optional dental services that
were included in its state plan or demonstration program in effect on January 1, 2002; provided,
however, that dental services shall be covered for adults at least to the extent covered as of June
30, 2015; and provided, further, that notwithstanding any general or special law to the contrary,
at least 45 days before restructuring any MassHealth dental benefits, the executive office of
health and human services shall file a report with the executive office for administration and
finance and the house and senate committees on ways and means detailing the proposed changes
and the anticipated fiscal impact of the changes.
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Inspector General’s Audits of Health Safety Net and MassHealth Program

SECTION 62. Notwithstanding any general or special law to the contrary, in hospital
fiscal year 2016, the office of inspector general may expend a total of $1,000,000 from the
Health Safety Net Trust Fund established in section 66 of chapter 118E of the General Laws for
costs associated with maintaining a health safety net audit unit within the office. The unit shall
continue to oversee and examine the practices in all hospitals including, but not limited to, the
care of the uninsured and the resulting free charges. The unit shall also study and review the
Medicaid program under said chapter 118E including, but not limited to, reviewing the program's
eligibility requirements, utilization, claims administration and compliance with federal mandates.
The inspector general shall submit a report to the house and senate committees on ways and
means on the results of the audits and any other completed analyses by March 1, 2016.

MassHealth Savings Report

SECTION 63. Notwithstanding any general or special law to the contrary, the division of
medical assistance shall, not later than October 1, 2015, file a report with the executive office for
administration and finance and the house and senate committees on ways and means identifying
savings initiatives and cash management strategies that the executive office of health and human
services shall pursue in fiscal year 2016 in order to operate the MassHealth program within the
amounts appropriated in items 4000-0430, 4000-0500, 4000-0600, 4000-0700, 4000-0875, 4000-
0880, 4000-0885, 4000-0940, 4000-0950, 4000-0990 and 4000-1400; provided, however, that
MassHealth shall notify the executive office for administration and finance and the house and
senate committees on ways and means not fewer than 15 days in advance of any deviation from
the planned implementation of savings initiatives and cash management strategies included in the
initial report; and provided further, that the division shall notify the executive office for
administration and finance and the house and senate committees on ways and means not fewer
than 45 days in advance of implementing any proposed rate cuts to providers or service cuts to
members.

Initial Gross Payments to Qualifying Acute Care Hospitals

SECTION 64. Notwithstanding any general or special law to the contrary, by October 1,
2015 and without further appropriation, the comptroller shall transfer from the General Fund to
the Health Safety Net Trust Fund established in section 66 of chapter 118E of the General Laws
the greater of $45,000,000 or 1/12 of the total expenditures to hospitals and community health
centers required pursuant to this act to make initial gross payments to qualifying acute care
hospitals for the hospital fiscal year beginning October 1, 2015. These payments shall be made
to hospitals before, and in anticipation of, the payment by hospitals of their gross liability to the
Health Safety Net Trust Fund. The comptroller shall transfer from the Health Safety Net Trust
Fund to the General Fund by June 30, 2016 the amount authorized in this section and any
allocation of that amount as certified by the director of the health safety net office.
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Transfers Between Health Funds

SECTION 65. Notwithstanding any general or special law to the contrary, the executive
office for administration and finance shall transfer $30,000,000 from the Commonwealth Care
Trust Fund established in section 2000 of chapter 29 of the General Laws to the Health Safety
Net Trust Fund established in section 66 of chapter 118E of the General Laws. The executive
office of health and human services and the health safety net office shall fund the hospital fiscal
year 2016 payment amount to each hospital from the Health Safety Net Trust Fund. Payments
may be made either as safety net care payments under the commonwealth's demonstration waiver
pursuant to section 1115 of the Social Security Act 42 U.S.C. § 1315 or as an adjustment to
service rate payments under Title XIX of the Social Security Act or a combination of both.
Other federally permissible funding mechanisms available for public service hospitals, as defined
by regulations promulgated by the executive office of health and human services, may be used to
reimburse up to $70,000,000 of uncompensated care at the hospitals using sources distinct from
the funding made available to the Health Safety Net Trust Fund. The secretary of administration
and finance, in consultation with the secretary of health and human services and the executive
director of the commonwealth health insurance connector authority, shall on a quarterly basis
evaluate the revenue needs of the health safety net program funded by the Health Safety Net
Trust Fund and subsidized health insurance programs funded by the Commonwealth Care Trust
Fund and, if necessary, transfer monies between the funds to ensure that sufficient revenues are
available to support projected program expenditures. The secretary of administration and
finance shall report any transfers made between the Health Safety Net Trust Fund and the
Commonwealth Care Trust Fund to the house and senate committees on ways and means and the
joint committee on health care financing within 30 days of the proposed transfer.

MassHealth Transferability

SECTION 66. Notwithstanding any general or special law to the contrary, the secretary
of health and human services, with the written approval of the secretary of administration and
finance, may authorize transfers of surplus among items 4000-0320, 4000-0430, 4000-0500,
4000-0600, 4000-0700, 4000-0875, 4000-0880, 4000-0885, 4000-0940, 4000-0950, 4000-0990,
4000-1400 and 4000-1420 in fiscal years 2015 and 2016 to reduce any deficiency in these items;
provided, however, that transfers shall be made not later than August 30, 2016.

Skilled Nursing Facility User Fee Waiver

SECTION 67. (a) Notwithstanding any general or special law to the contrary, the
executive office of health and human services shall submit an application to the federal Centers
for Medicare and Medicaid Services for a waiver of 42 U.S.C. § 1396b(w)(3)(B) and 42 U.S.C. §
1396b(w)(3)(C) relative to the nursing home user fee established in section 63 of chapter 118E
of the General Laws.

(b) The waiver application shall seek approval to amend the classes of nursing facilities
subject to the user fee and the amount of user fee liability imposed on certain nursing facilities.
A nursing facility shall be classified as 1 of the following 4 classes: (i) class I, nursing facilities
that do not meet the criteria for class 11, 111 or 1V; (ii) class Il, non-profit continuing care
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retirement communities and non-profit residential care facilities; (iii) class 111, non-profit
facilities with total Medicaid days in excess of a threshold level of days established in
regulations promulgated by the executive office of health and human services; and (iv) class 1V,
facilities that have not more than 100 licensed beds, do not participate in the Medicare or
Medicaid programs under Title XVIII and Title XIX of the federal Social Security Act and were
established and licensed in Massachusetts prior to July 30, 1965. All facilities in class I shall pay
a user fee at the rate established in regulations promulgated by the secretary of health and human
services in conformity with the total annual user fee revenue amount established by any
appropriation act and section 63 of chapter 118E of the General Laws. Nursing facilities in
classes Il or 111 shall pay a user fee at a rate equal to 10 per cent of the user fee rate imposed on
nursing facilities in class I. Nursing facilities in class IV shall be exempt from liability for the
user fee established in said section 63 of said chapter 118E and as modified pursuant to this
section. The waiver application shall be structured in a manner that shall qualify it for automatic
approval by the federal Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services pursuant to 42 C.F.R.
433.68.

Nursing and Resident Care Facility Base Year

SECTION 68. Notwithstanding any general or special law to the contrary, nursing facility
and resident care facility rates effective October 1, 2015 pursuant to section 13D of chapter 118E
of the General Laws may be developed using the costs of calendar year 2007.

Commonwealth Care Trust Fund Transfer

SECTION 69. Notwithstanding any general or special law to the contrary, the
comptroller shall transfer up to $110,000,000, if the secretary of administration and finance
requests in writing, to the General Fund from the Commonwealth Care Trust Fund established in
section 2000 of chapter 29 of the General Laws.

General Fund Transfer

SECTION 70. Notwithstanding any general or special law to the contrary, the
Massachusetts Housing Finance Agency shall, not later than June 30, 2016, transfer to the
comptroller to be credited to the General Fund for fiscal year 2016 the following amounts: (i)
$4,000,000 from funds previously appropriated or loans repaid that the agency administers on
behalf of the commonwealth pursuant to item 1231-1020 of section 2 of chapter 151 of the acts
of 1996, added by section 54 of chapter 365 of the acts of 1996; and (ii) $2,500,000 from funds
previously appropriated that the agency administers on behalf of the commonwealth as a result of
the lead abatement program established in section 197E of chapter 111 of the General Laws.

Economic Empowerment Trust Fund 2

SECTION 71. Notwithstanding any general or special law to the contrary, the
comptroller shall transfer any assets in the Commonwealth Covenant Fund on the effective date
of this act to the Economic Empowerment Trust Fund established in section 35QQ of said
chapter 10.
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Administration and Finance Efficiencies

SECTION 72. (a) If the secretary of administration and finance determines that reforms
or initiatives related to procurement or energy consumption have resulted in cost savings for an
agency of the executive department during fiscal year 2016, the secretary may reduce allotments
under section 9B of chapter 29 of the General Laws to reflect any of the amounts saved,
provided, however, that within 15 days prior to reducing allotments, the secretary shall notify the
house and senate committees on ways and means in writing.

(b) If, as of October 1, 2015, the secretary of administration and finance determines that
allotment reductions related to integrity enhancements in fiscal year 2016 shall be insufficient to
generate $30,000,000, the secretary shall submit to the house and senate committees on ways and
means a cost-savings plan to reduce allotments under said section 9B of said chapter 29;
provided, however, not fewer than 15 days prior to reducing allotments, the secretary shall notify
the house and senate committees on ways and means in writing.

(c) The total amount of allotment reductions under this section shall not exceed
$30,000,000 in fiscal year 2016.

Suspension of the Tourism Formula

SECTION 73. Notwithstanding any general or special law to the contrary, the formula for
application of funds provided in section 35J of chapter 10 of the General Laws shall not apply in
fiscal year 2016.

Fiscal Year 2016 Capital Gains

SECTION 74. (a) Notwithstanding section 5G of chapter 29 of the General Laws or any
other general or special law to the contrary, if the department of revenue certifies that the amount
of tax revenues collected from capital gains income exceeds $1,086,516,203 in fiscal year 2016,
the comptroller shall not make the transfer required under said section 5G of said chapter 29;
provided, however, that if the department of revenue certifies that the amount of tax revenues
collected from capital gains income exceeds $1,386,516,203, then the comptroller shall transfer
the amount of capital gains income in excess of $1,386,516,203 to the Commonwealth
Stabilization Fund established in section 2H of said chapter 29.

(b) If the capital gains income exceeds $1,386,516,203 in fiscal year 2016, 5 per cent of
the amount transferred to the Commonwealth Stabilization Fund under subsection (a) shall then
be transferred from the Commonwealth Stabilization Fund to the State Retiree Benefits Trust
Fund established in section 24 of chapter 32A of the General Laws and 5 per cent of the amount
transferred to the Commonwealth Stabilization Fund under subsection (a) shall then be
transferred from the Commonwealth Stabilization Fund to the Commonwealth's Pension
Liability Fund established pursuant to section 22 of chapter 32 of the General Laws.
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Other Post-Employment Benefits Liability

SECTION 75. (a) Notwithstanding any general or special law to the contrary, the
unexpended balances in items 0699-0014, 0699-0015, 0699-2005 and 0699-9100 shall be
deposited into the State Retiree Benefits Trust Fund, established in section 24 of chapter 32A of
the General Laws, not later than June 30, 2016. The amount deposited shall be an amount equal
to 30 per cent of all payments received by the commonwealth in fiscal year 2016 under the
master settlement agreement in Commonwealth of Massachusetts v. Philip Morris, Inc. et al.,
Middlesex Superior Court, No. 95-7378; provided, however, that if, in fiscal year 2016, the
unexpended balances of items 0699-0014, 0699-0015, 0699-2005 and 0699-9100 are less than 30
per cent of all payments received by the commonwealth in fiscal year 2016 under the master
settlement agreement payments, an amount equal to the difference shall be transferred to the
State Retiree Benefits Trust Fund from revenue in excess of $100,000,000 generated under the
tax amnesty program pursuant to section 101.

(b) Notwithstanding any general or special law to the contrary, the percentage increase
set forth in section 152 of chapter 68 of the acts of 2011 shall not apply in fiscal year 2016.

Pension Cost of Living Adjustment

SECTION 76. Notwithstanding any general or special law to the contrary, the amounts
transferred pursuant to subdivision (1) of section 22C of chapter 32 of the General Laws shall be
made available for the Commonwealth's Pension Liability Fund established pursuant to section
22 of said chapter 32. The amounts transferred pursuant to said subdivision (1) of said section
22C of said chapter 32 shall meet the commonwealth's obligations pursuant to said section 22C
of said chapter 32, including retirement benefits payable by the state employees' retirement
system and the state teachers' retirement system, for the costs associated with a 3 per cent cost-
of-living adjustment pursuant to section 102 of said chapter 32, for the reimbursement of local
retirement systems for previously authorized cost-of-living adjustments pursuant to said section
102 of said chapter 32 and for the costs of increased survivor benefits pursuant to chapter 389 of
the acts of 1984. The state board of retirement and each city, town, county and district shall
verify these costs subject to the rules adopted by the state treasurer. The state treasurer may
make payments upon a transfer of funds to reimburse certain cities and towns for pensions to
retired teachers, including any other obligations which the commonwealth has assumed on behalf
of any retirement system other than the state employees' retirement system or state teachers'
retirement system and also including the commonwealth's share of the amounts to be transferred
pursuant to section 22B of said chapter 32. All payments for the purposes described in this
section shall be made only pursuant to distribution of monies from the fund and any distribution
and the payments for which distributions are required shall be detailed in a written report filed
quarterly by the secretary of administration and finance with the house and senate committees on
ways and means and the joint committee on public service in advance of the distribution.
Distributions shall not be made in advance of the date on which a payment is actually to be
made. The state board of retirement may expend an amount for the purposes of the board of
higher education's optional retirement program pursuant to section 40 of chapter 15A of the
General Laws. If the amount transferred pursuant to said subdivision (1) of said section 22C of
said chapter 32 exceeds the amount necessary to adequately fund the annual pension obligations,
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the excess amount shall be credited to the Pension Reserves Investment Trust Fund established in
subdivision (8) of section 22 of said chapter 32 for the purpose of reducing the unfunded pension
liability of the commonwealth.

FEMA Reimbursements

SECTION 77. Notwithstanding any general or special law to the contrary, the
comptroller shall transfer not more than $17,000,000 in reimbursements received from the
Federal Emergency Management Agency during fiscal year 2016 for costs incurred as a result of
severe winter storms during January and February of 2015 to the Massachusetts Transportation
Trust Fund established in section 4 of chapter 6C of the General Laws to defray snow and ice
removal expenses during fiscal year 2016. Upon such transfer, the comptroller shall submit a
report to the house and senate committees on ways and means and the senate and house chairs of
the joint committee on transportation.

Massachusetts Department of Transportation Transferability

SECTION 78. Notwithstanding any general or special law to the contrary, for the fiscal
year ending June 30, 2016, the amounts specified in items 1595-6368 and 1595-6369 of section
2E may be distributed among the Massachusetts Department of Transportation and the
Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority in amounts determined by a schedule submitted to
the comptroller by the secretary of transportation, at the secretary’s sole discretion, to facilitate
needed investment in preventative maintenance and asset preservation. Any such transfer shall
be made not later than August 30, 2016. The secretary of transportation shall submit a report to
the house and senate committees on ways and means and the senate and house chairs of the joint
committee on transportation not less than 15 days prior to making such transfer.

MBTA Operating and Capital Budget Plan

SECTION 79. The Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority shall develop a plan to
establish separate operating and capital budgets. The plan shall include clearly designated
revenue sources and uses and policies and procedures to ensure that the authority does not
commingle funds between its operating and capital budgets. The plan shall include a process to
facilitate the transfer of authority employees from the capital budget to the operating budget,
detailing: (i) the number of employee salaries funded by capital expenditures in fiscal years 2015
and 2016; (ii) the total cost of employee salaries charged to the capital budget in fiscal years
2015 and 2016; and (iii) the number of employees and the total cost of employee salaries that the
authority estimates will be moved from capital expenditures to operating expenditures in each
future fiscal year until such time as no employee salaries are funded through the capital budget.
The plan shall facilitate the transfer of employee salaries to the operating budget not later than
July 1, 2018. The plan shall further analyze the extra bonding capacity created by the removal of
personnel costs from the capital budget and detail capital projects that may be funded as a result.
The plan shall be filed with the joint committee on transportation, the house and senate
committees on bonding, capital expenditures and state assets and the house and senate
committees on ways and means not later than December 15, 2015.
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MBTA Reforms Update

SECTION 80. (a) The secretary of transportation shall prepare a report that details all
actions that the Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority has taken related to the
recommendations, dated April 8, 2015, submitted by the governor’s special panel to review the
authority. The report shall address what actions the authority’s management has taken to follow
through on those recommendations for executive action, including, but not limited to: (i) creating
a priority list of immediate capital needs for the next 5 years and submitting a procurement and
implementation plan; (ii) imposing a barrier between the commingling of operating and capital
budgets; (iii) developing a plan to increase own-source revenue as required pursuant to section
61 of chapter 46 of the acts of 2013; (iv) conducting a thorough review and analysis of all
proposals for system expansion; (v) centralizing agency procurement and contracting; (vi)
reviewing and analyzing preparedness process and planning and adopting an incident command
system; (vii) reorganizing internal structure along model business lines; (viii) developing 1- and
5-year operating plans and budgets; (ix) preparing a 20-year capital plan for the restoration of
physical assets; (x) improving customer relations and instituting a customer-oriented
performance management program; (xi) identifying and implementing best practices supporting
workforce productivity and engagement; (xii) developing a plan to reduce employee
absenteeism; (xiii) reducing barriers to public-private partnerships; and (xiv) utilizing real estate
assets to support the system.

(b) The report shall further include an analysis of: (i) the consolidation of core
administrative functions of the Massachusetts Department of Transportation as required by
section 5 of chapter 6C of the General Laws; (ii) the achievement of goals identified by the
healthy transportation compact in section 33 of said chapter 6C; (iii) the progress or
achievements of the performance and asset management advisory council; (iv) the development
of a long-term statewide transportation plan pursuant to subsection (d) of section 30 of said
chapter 6C; (v) the work of the internal project controls unit required by subsection (c) of section
39 of said chapter 6C; (vi) the amount of taxes assessed pursuant to section 50 of chapter 46 of
the acts of 2013; (vii) the department and the authority’s progress in achieving the benchmarks in
sections 60 and 61 of said chapter 46; (viii) the department’s removal of employee salaries from
capital expenditures, including an update of the number, if any, of employee salaries funded by
capital expenditures and the cost of the salaries; and (ix) the parking pilot program required by
section 80 of said chapter 46.

(c) The secretary shall provide status updates of department and authority actions relative
to the items identified in this section with the joint committee on transportation not later than
August 15, 2015 and October 15, 2015 and shall file its final report with the clerks of the house
of representatives and the senate, the joint committee on transportation and the house and senate
committees on ways and means not later than December 15, 2015.

Massachusetts Department of Transportation Board of Directors 6
SECTION 81. Notwithstanding any general or special law to the contrary, members

serving on the board of directors of the Massachusetts Department of Transportation upon the
effective date of this act may serve out their terms as set forth in section 2 of chapter 6C of the
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General Laws. Initial appointments made to the board pursuant to section 5 on or after the
effective date of this act shall be for members not serving for terms that are coterminous with the
governor and shall be composed of 1 member who shall be appointed for a term of 1 year, 1
member who shall be appointed for a term of 2 years and 2 members, each of whom shall be
appointed for a term of 3 years.

Distinctive Registration Plates 4

SECTION 82. The registrar of motor vehicles shall issue a report on the implementation of
sections 38 to 40, inclusive. The report shall include: (i) the overall fiscal impact to the registry
of motor vehicles; (ii) the number of distinctive license plates issued in the commonwealth; (iii)
software programming costs associated with the production of new distinctive license plates; and
(iv) any other cost impacts or savings directly or indirectly related to the implementation of said
sections 38 to 40, inclusive. The registrar shall file the report with the clerks of the house of
representatives and senate, the chairs of the house and senate committee on ways and means and
the chairs of the joint committee on transportation not later than January 15, 2017.

Trial Court Transferability

SECTION 83. Notwithstanding subclause (a) of clause (xiii) of the third paragraph of
section 9A of chapter 211B of the General Laws or any other general or special law to the
contrary, from the effective date of this act to April 29, 2016, inclusive, the court administrator
may transfer funds from any item of appropriation within the trial court. These transfers shall be
made pursuant to schedules submitted to the house and senate committees on ways and means.
The schedule shall include: (i) the amount of money transferred from any item of appropriation
to any other item of appropriation; (ii) the reason for the necessity of the transfer; and (iii) the
date on which the transfer shall be completed. A transfer pursuant to this section shall not occur
until 10 days after the revised funding schedules have been submitted in writing to the house and
senate committees on ways and means.

Children and Family Law Division Billable Hours Cap Waiver

SECTION 84. (a) Notwithstanding section 11 of chapter 211D of the General Laws, for
fiscal year 2016, the chief counsel of the committee for public counsel services may waive the
annual cap on billable hours for private counsel appointed or assigned to cases undertaken by the
children and family law program established by the committee if the chief counsel finds that: (i)
there is limited availability of qualified counsel in that practice area; (ii) requirements for
expertise rendering assignment to certain private counsel would be more cost effective; or (iii)
demonstrated efficiency of private counsel shows that shifting the service to other counsel shall
reduce the quality and increase the cost of service; provided, however, that counsel appointed or
assigned to such cases within the private counsel division shall not be paid for any time billed in
excess of 1,800 billable hours. It shall be the responsibility of private counsel to manage their
billable hours.

(b) The committee for public counsel services shall conduct an evaluation of the annual
billable hours cap and any impacts the discretion to waive the cap may have on the caseload and
budget of the committee. The committee shall submit an initial report of its findings to the clerks
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of the house of representatives and senate not later than December 1, 2015 and a final report not
later than March 15, 2016.

Sheriffs’ Offices Funding Formula

SECTION 85. The secretary of administration and finance or a designee, in consultation
with the Massachusetts Sheriffs Association, Inc. and the 14 sheriffs, shall develop a funding
formula for the sheriffs’ offices that incorporates the allocations to the individual offices. The
secretary shall retain an independent consultant with demonstrated experience in evaluating
measures of workload, services offered and standards for sheriffs’ offices and regional jails to
develop the funding formula. The formula shall be based, in part, on the number of inmates
served. In developing the system of allocations, the secretary shall, without limitation, consider:
(i) accurate data for each facility and the operational goals and needs for each facility; (ii) the
geographic size and location of individual sheriffs’ counties; (iii) costs per inmate and recidivism
rates; (iv) the availability of and access to inmate re-entry programs and resources; (V)
institutional performance with respect to clearly defined goals and metrics; (vi) the availability of
federal funding mechanisms; (vii) the costs attributed to inmate health care; (viii) the availability
of funds obtained from the civil process division; and (ix) the overall revenue available to each
sheriff’s office, including state, federal and other funding sources.

The secretary shall submit a report detailing, without limitation, the funding formula,
clearly defined goals and metrics for the number of inmates served, recommendations on
strategies to maximize the efficiency and effectiveness of taxpayer dollars and any other
recommendations to promote efficiency and effectiveness within the sheriffs’ offices. The report
shall be filed with the chairs of the house and senate committees on ways and means not later
than March 1, 2016.

Sheriffs’ Offices Reporting Requirement

SECTION 86. Each sheriff shall submit biannual revenue and expenditure reports to the
chairs of the house and senate committees on ways and means and the executive office for
administration and finance. The first report shall be submitted not later than June 1 of each year.
The second report shall be submitted not later than December 31 of each year.

Each report shall provide a full accounting of all operational and capital revenues derived
from state budgetary appropriations and expended by the sheriff during each fiscal year. The
report shall include, among other information necessary to provide a full accounting, the
following information relative to revenues: (i) a description of all programs administered by the
sheriffs, including summer camps, re-entry programs and healthcare programs funded through
state appropriations and the amount of state funding allocated for each program; (ii) a description
of the number, type and class of employees employed and the total salary expenditures; and (iii)
a description of all funds and their balances, including funds derived from civil service
operations and federal grants.
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University of Massachusetts Tuition Retention 5

SECTION 87. (a) Notwithstanding any general or special law to the contrary, the
University of Massachusetts shall classify as a student tuition credit as defined in section 1B of
chapter 75 of the General Laws all tuition waivers, grants and scholarships identified in chapter
15A of the General Laws or any other general or special law and all reductions collectively
bargained for that are in the form of a tuition or fee waiver available to students as student tuition
credits.

(b) The University of Massachusetts shall calculate the value of all tuition waivers
authorized under section 19 of chapter 15A of the General Laws, or any other general or special
law, and all collectively bargained for reductions existing on July 1, 2016.

(c) The University of Massachusetts shall credit to eligible students the calculated value
of the tuition waivers, grants and scholarships identified in chapter 15A of the General Laws, or
any other general or special law, and reductions collectively bargained for in the form of a tuition
or fee waiver calculated in subsection (b) as a student tuition credit on the student’s statement of
student charges as defined in section 1B of chapter 75 of the General Laws.

(d) The University of Massachusetts shall report to the senate and house committees on
ways and means, the joint committee on higher education and the board of higher education on
the existence and the calculated value of all tuition waivers, grants and scholarships identified in
chapter 15A of the General Laws or any other general or special law and reductions collectively
bargained for in the form of a tuition or fee waiver at the University of Massachusetts. The
report shall be submitted not later than August 1, 2016.

University of Massachusetts Tuition Retention 6

SECTION 88. Notwithstanding any general or special law to the contrary, all tuition and
fee waivers that are exclusive to the University of Massachusetts shall require only the approval
by the board of trustees of the University of Massachusetts.

Public Health Evaluation Grant Program

SECTION 89. There shall be a public health evaluation grant program to be administered
by the department of public health. Grant recipients shall be selected through a competitive
grant process in which successful proposals shall: (i) demonstrate substantial experience
conducting evaluations of federal, state or local public health programs; (ii) focus on the
evaluation of a state-funded department of public health program which may include, but shall
not be limited to, school-based health centers, smoking cessation programs, HIV/AIDS
prevention and treatment programs, obesity prevention programs and child nutrition programs;
(iii) identify the state administrative datasets to be used; (iv) ensure compliance with applicable
privacy regulations, including institutional review board policies; and (v) propose an evaluation
to be completed in not more than 24 months that shall provide an analysis that examines the
following areas of policy relevance: (a) the quantifiable effect of the program on the population
treated through the program; (b) an estimate of the cost to the commonwealth of the public health
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problems being addressed through the program; (c) a comparison of the cost of the program and
the estimated short-term and long-term benefits received by program recipients through the
program; (d) data limitations in estimating the effect of the program; and (e) recommendations
for further study. The department of public health shall report to the house and senate
committees on ways and means 30 days before issuing a request for proposals for the program
which shall detail the criteria to be used to award grants; provided however, that the request for
proposals shall be issued not later than December 1, 2015. The department of public health, the
center for health information and analysis, the executive office of health and human services, the
executive office of education, the department of housing and community development and other
relevant state agencies shall work with grant recipients funded through the program to provide
secure access to state-collected data necessary for evaluations. Organizations receiving funds
pursuant to this section shall report quarterly to the house and senate committees on ways and
means, the joint committee on public health and the department of public health on: (1) the status
and preliminary results of studies funded through the program; and (2) any obstacles encountered
in access to data or other information that is negatively affecting the completion of the study.
Funds appropriated in item 4590-0081 of section 2 for the grant program shall not revert and
shall be available for expenditure through February 1, 2017.

Private Home Care Agency Study

SECTION 90. There shall be a special commission to provide recommendations for the
oversight and licensure of private home care agencies. The commission shall: (i) recommend
minimum criteria for licensure of private home care agencies; (ii) establish standards of quality
measures for home health services provided to consumers; (iii) review current licensure and
oversight of Medicare-certified home care agencies; (iv) establish licensure guidelines for home
care agencies that provide care to both private and Medicaid populations; and (v) ensure that the
oversight and licensure of private home care agencies shall not create any duplicative
requirements for Medicare-certified home care agencies.

The commission shall consist of: the commissioner of public health or a designee who
shall serve as chair; the secretary of elder affairs or a designee; the commissioner of insurance or
a designee; the director of labor standards or a designee; the house and senate chairs of the joint
committee on consumer protection and professional licensure; 1 member who shall be appointed
by the house minority leader; 1 member who shall be appointed by the senate minority leader; a
representative of the Home Care Alliance of Massachusetts, Inc.; a representative of the Home
Care Aide Council; and 7 members to be appointed by the governor, 1 of whom shall be a
representative of a long-term care insurance company, 1 of whom shall be a consumer
representative, 1 of whom shall be an expert on home care patient safety and 4 of whom shall be
providers of private pay home care services, of whom at least 1 shall be a registered nurse and at
least 1 shall represent an agency that operates as both a private pay and Medicare-certified home
care agency. The commission shall file a report, along with any proposed legislation, with the
clerks of the house of representatives and senate, the joint committee on consumer protection and
professional licensure, the joint committee on elder affairs and the house and senate committees
on ways and means not later than March 31, 2016.
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Engaging Job Support Services Plans

SECTION 91. (a) The commissioner of transitional assistance shall provide targeted
assistance through specialist positions established pursuant to section 5 of chapter 18 of the
General Laws to recipients whose eligibility statuses have been determined by the department of
transitional assistance to have changed as a result of the implementation of clauses (1) and (2) of
subsection (e) of section 110 of chapter 5 of the acts of 1995. The targeted assistance shall help
the recipient or former recipient in finding employment, receiving job training or pursuing
education. The targeted assistance shall include an assessment of the recipient or former
recipient’s education level and job skills.

(b) The commissioner shall assign 1 full engagement worker to each community service
area as provided for in section 5 of chapter 18 of the General Laws. To promote social and
economic well-being for individuals and families whose eligibility statuses have been
determined by the department to have changed as a result of the implementation of clauses (1)
and (2) of subsection (e) of section 110 of chapter 5 of the acts of 1995, full engagement workers
shall, in coordination with specialists established pursuant to said section 5 of said chapter 18,
develop services for and provide assistance with finding employment, receiving job training or
pursuing education.

Family Well-Being Plans

SECTION 92. (a) The department of transitional assistance shall develop a family well-
being plan pilot program to promote economic and social well-being for individuals and families.
The pilot program shall be implemented in not less than 2 transitional assistance offices. A
recipient of public assistance who is determined to be exempt from the work requirement by
reason of the recipient’s disability, as verified through the disability exemption process described
in 106 CMR 203.530, and who is serviced by any of the offices selected for the pilot program
may participate in the pilot program. Participants shall be eligible for transportation and
childcare benefits appropriated in item 4400-0029 of section 2.

(b) When developing the pilot program, the department shall consult representatives of at
least 2 organizations representing persons with disabilities, representatives of the employees’
unions of the involved agencies, representatives of Massachusetts legal services programs
serving the offices covered by the pilot program and the Massachusetts Law Reform Institute,
Inc. The department may coordinate with state agencies experienced in serving the needs of
persons with disabilities, including the department of mental health, the department of
developmental services, the Massachusetts rehabilitation commission, the Massachusetts
commission for the blind and the Massachusetts commission for the deaf and hard of hearing.

(c) The department shall ensure that an assessment is conducted on each participant and
shall assist each participant in addressing barriers to employment, including education and job
skills. The family well-being plan shall set forth how caseworkers shall assist recipients in
satisfying requirements or recommendations necessary to qualify for services and programs
through the department or other entities including, but not limited to, medical providers, schools,
public housing authorities, emergency shelter or housing search providers, the courts, employers
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and the department of children and families. The department of transitional assistance shall
provide a consumer satisfaction survey to each participant.

(d) The department shall establish the family well-being plan pilot program not later than
October 1, 2015. The department shall file a report detailing its implementation plan for the
family well-being plan pilot program with the senate and house chairs of the joint committee on
children, families and persons with disabilities and the chairs of the senate and house committees
on ways and means not later than September 1, 2015. The department shall file an initial report
not later than December 31, 2015 and a final report not later than March 16, 2016 with the joint
committee on children, families and persons with disabilities and the house and senate
committees on ways and means describing: (i) the services offered and delivered; (ii) the cost of
the family well-being plan pilot program, including the cost per participant; (iii) the participation
rate; (iv) the success rate for engaging families in meaningful activities; (v) the success of the
services in positively impacting participants’ lives; (vi) the types of job training and education
programs participants received and who provided the training and education; (vii) the number of
participants who became employed and the type of employment; (viii) any obstacles to the
success of the program; (ix) the results of the consumer satisfaction surveys required pursuant to
subsection (c); and (x) legislative recommendations to improve the family well-being plans.

Housing Authority Self-Sufficiency Pilot Program

SECTION 93. (a) The department of housing and community development, in
collaboration with the oversight committee established in subsection (b), shall develop and
implement a housing authority self-sufficiency pilot program modeled after the program
authorized in section 33 of chapter 158 of the acts of 2014. Participating housing authorities
shall make the program available to applicants seeking public housing who commit to engaging
in self-sufficiency measures. Participants in the program shall be given an admissions preference
for state-subsidized family housing conditioned on an agreement to pursue required self-
sufficiency measures. Participants seeking an admissions preference shall commit to a self-
sufficiency program that shall include: (i) participation in an intensive case management program
and an assessment to develop a customized family development plan; (ii) not less than 30 hours
per week pursuing education, employment or community service; (iii) participation in a financial
responsibility savings plan; (iv) skills improvement training programs; and (v) compliance with
school attendance policies for all school-aged children. Failure of a program participant to meet
the program requirements may result in eviction.

(b) There shall be a housing authority self-sufficiency pilot program oversight committee
which shall consist of 3 members: 1 of whom shall be appointed by the speaker of the house; 1
of whom shall be appointed by the president of the senate; and 1 of whom shall be appointed by
the undersecretary for housing and community development. The committee shall advise the
department on the development of program requirements and performance standards to provide
for increased funding to housing authorities that demonstrate an increase in participants’
employment, income and school attendance; provided, however, that not less than half of any
performance award shall be restricted to support the pilot program. The department shall ensure
that the admissions preference made available by this section shall not undermine or inhibit any
existing priority in placement offered by a housing authority. The committee shall promulgate
guidelines that the department may follow to determine the housing authorities participating in
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the program; provided, however, that the total number of participating housing authorities shall
not be fewer than 4 and shall not be greater than 6. In selecting participating housing authorities,
the department shall establish criteria to serve the best interests of the program and its
participants; provided, however, that the department shall seek to include housing authorities
serving urban, suburban and rural areas and housing authorities in various geographical regions
throughout the commonwealth. The department shall provide case management funding to
participating housing authorities to support the program.

Colocation 3

SECTION 94. Notwithstanding any general or special law to the contrary, the director of
career services shall, in coordination with the commissioner of transitional assistance, develop a
plan to place a representative of a one stop career center in each regional office of the department
of transitional assistance and to place a representative of the department at each one stop career
center. The primary focus of the representatives shall be to facilitate services and resources for
individuals seeking employment, job training, education or other transitional assistance between
the one stop career centers and the department to promote self-sufficiency and financial
independence. The director, in coordination with the commissioner, shall submit the plan to the
joint committee on children, families and persons with disabilities and the house and senate
committees on ways and means not later than December 31, 2015.

Training Resources and Internship Networks

SECTION 95. There shall be a training resources and internship networks, or TRAIN,
grant program for the long-term unemployed. The program shall be overseen by the office of
coordination within the department of higher education, in cooperation with the executive office
of labor and workforce development. The office of coordination shall provide grants through
item 7066-0036 of section 2 to not fewer than 2 community colleges to implement training
programs for the long-term unemployed. The program shall be focused on the development of
skills needed to assist individuals in returning to the workforce and may be based on the
industry-specific workforce plans developed by the department of higher education. The
program shall also include an internship at a local business related to the training curriculum that
shall occur concurrently with training provided at the community college. Local businesses
participating in the program shall not be responsible for any costs related to the program.

The office of coordination shall coordinate with the executive office of labor and
workforce development to require one stop career centers and community college navigators to
provide outreach and to identify and encourage eligible individuals to participate in the program.
Community college navigators shall also oversee the matching and duration of each internship.
The program shall be available to individuals that have been unemployed for longer than 1 year.
Individuals participating in the program shall attend the community college at no cost to the
individual and receive a monthly stipend from the community college for the duration of the
program to assist with living and travel expenses. The department of higher education shall
provide a report that includes: (i) a breakdown of the number of participants who began the
program and the number of participants who completed the program; (ii) a list of businesses
providing internships to participants; (iii) a description of the training received by participants
through internships; (iv) the number of participants who received full-time employment within 6
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months of completing the program; and (v) recommendations for expanding the program to
additional community colleges. The report shall be filed with the clerks of the house of
representatives and senate, the chairs of the joint committee on labor and workforce
development, the chairs of the joint committee on economic development and emerging
technologies and the house and senate committees on ways and means not later than December
1, 2016.

Chapter 257 Report

SECTION 96. The executive office of health and human services shall file a report with
the executive office for administration and finance and the house and senate committees on ways
and means not later than March 1, 2016 on the implementation of chapter 257 of the acts of
2008. The report shall include: (i) spending and revenue for rates not yet promulgated as of July
1, 2015 by item, revenue source, service class and start date of implementation; (ii) spending and
revenue for rates promulgated not later than June 30, 2013 that have not received a biennial rate
review by item, revenue source, service class and start date of implementation; (iii) spending and
revenue for rates due to be reviewed on July 1, 2015 by item, revenue source, service class and
start date of implementation; (iv) estimated spending and revenue for rates to be reviewed
between July 2, 2015 and June 30, 2016, inclusive, by item, revenue source, service class and
projected start date of implementation; and (v) the extent to which each human service provider
organization benefitting from rate increases under said chapter 257 has increased wages and
benefits for its front-line human service employees.

Task Force on the Bulk Purchase of Prescription Medications

SECTION 97. There shall be a task force to investigate the impact on state agencies from
joining a non-Medicaid, multi-state prescription drug bulk purchase consortium. The task force
shall consider: (i) the estimated cost savings related to joining a non-Medicaid multistate
prescription drug bulk purchase consortium; (ii) the opportunity for counties, municipalities and
nonprofit organizations to participate in a non-Medicaid multistate prescription drug bulk
purchase consortium; (iii) potential administrative savings and efficiencies for participants as a
result of joining a non-Medicaid multistate prescription drug bulk purchase consortium; (iv)
other bulk purchase discounts or rebates for prescription drugs, medical supplies or other medical
goods purchased by state agencies, other governmental units and nonprofit organizations; and (v)
means of receiving rebates or discounts for medical supplies or medications not included under
the federal 340B Drug Pricing Program for eligible entities. The task force may consider non-
Medicaid multistate prescription drug bulk purchase consortiums that are not available to the
group insurance commission.

The task force shall consist of 13 members: the commissioner of public health or a
designee who shall serve as chair; the chief of pharmacy at the state office of pharmacy services
or a designee; the commissioner of mental health or a designee; the commissioner of
developmental services or a designee; the secretary of veterans’ services or a designee; the
commissioner of correction or a designee; the executive director of the group insurance
commission or a designee; the president of the Massachusetts Sheriffs Association, Inc. or a
designee; and 5 members to be appointed by the governor, 1 of whom shall be a health care
economist, 1 of whom shall be a pharmacist registered by the board of registration in medicine, 1
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of whom shall be a county or municipal representative, 1 of whom shall be a representative of a
nonprofit community health center and 1 of whom shall have experience with multistate
prescription drug bulk purchase consortiums. The task force shall file its report and any
proposed legislation with the clerks of the senate and the house of representatives, the joint
committee on health care financing and the house and senate committees on ways and means not
later than March 1, 2016.

Report on MassHealth Bulk Purchase of Prescription Medications

SECTION 98. The office of Medicaid shall investigate and provide a report on potential
cost savings for prescription medications including, but not limited to, the feasibility of joining a
Medicaid multistate prescription drug bulk purchase consortium and pursuing new supplemental
rebates from prescription drug manufacturers. The report shall include: (i) an update on existing
supplemental rebates; (ii) recommendations to increase the amount of supplemental rebates
received; (iii) estimated cost savings related to joining a Medicaid multistate prescription drug
bulk purchase consortium; (iv) estimated administrative savings or other increased efficiencies
related to joining a Medicaid multistate prescription drug bulk purchase consortium; and (v)
opportunities for managed care organizations to receive similar rebates or discounts. The office
shall file the report with the clerks of the house of representatives and senate, the chairs of the
joint committee on health care financing and the house and senate committees on ways and
means not later than February 1, 2016.

Personnel Reduction Program Savings

SECTION 99. (a) Notwithstanding any general or special law to the contrary, if the
secretary of administration and finance determines that programs implemented under chapter 19
of the acts of the 2015 have resulted in cost savings for an agency of the executive department
during fiscal year 2016, the secretary may reduce allotments under section 9B of chapter 29 of
the General Laws to reflect some or all of the amounts saved; provided, however, that the
secretary shall submit a list of the allotment reductions to the chairs of the house and senate
committees on ways and means not less than 15 days prior to reducing allotments.

(b) Notwithstanding any general or special law to the contrary, if as of October 1, 2015,
the secretary of administration and finance determines that allotment reductions related to
programs implemented under chapter 19 of the acts of 2015 in fiscal year 2016 shall be
insufficient to generate fiscal year 2016 direct payroll savings of $325,100,000 without counting
the sums appropriated in items 1599-0055, 1599-0057 and 1599-0063 of section 2, the secretary
may submit to the chairs of the house and senate committees on ways and means a cost saving
plan to reduce allotments under said section 9B of said chapter 29; provided, however, that the
secretary shall submit a cost savings plan not less than 15 days prior to any allotment reductions
made pursuant to this subsection.

Consolidated Net Surplus
SECTION 100. Notwithstanding any general or special law to the contrary, prior to

transferring the consolidated net surplus in the budgetary funds to the Commonwealth
Stabilization Fund pursuant to section 5C of chapter 29 of the General Laws, the comptroller
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shall dispose of the consolidated net surplus in the budgetary funds for fiscal year 2015 in the
following order to the extent that funds are available: (i) $15,000,000 to the Massachusetts Life
Sciences Investment Fund established in section 6 of chapter 231 of the General Laws; and (ii)
$5,000,000 to the Social Innovation Financing Trust Fund established in section 35VV of
chapter 10 of the General Laws.

Tax Amnesty Program

SECTION 101. (a) Notwithstanding any general or special law to the contrary, the
commissioner of revenue may establish a tax amnesty program during which all penalties that
may be assessed by the commissioner shall be waived without the need for any showing by the
taxpayer of reasonable cause or the absence of willful neglect for the failure of the taxpayer to:
(i) timely file any proper return for any tax type and for any tax period; (ii) timely pay any tax
liability; or (iii) pay the proper amount of any required estimated payment toward a tax liability.
The waiver of a taxpayer’s liability under this section shall apply if the taxpayer, prior to the
expiration of the amnesty period, voluntarily files proper returns and pays the full amount of tax
shown on the taxpayer’s returns or upon the commissioner’s assessments with all interest due
thereon. The waiver shall not apply to any penalties that may be due under section 35A or 35D
of chapter 62C of the General Laws with regard to returns filed pursuant to the tax amnesty
program. The waiver of penalties shall not apply to any period for which the taxpayer does not
file proper returns. The tax amnesty program shall not apply to a tax liability of any tax type for
a period commencing on or after January 1, 2014. The scope of the tax amnesty program,
including the particular tax types and periods covered, including any limited look-back period for
unfiled returns not to exceed 3 years, shall be determined by the commissioner.

(b) The tax amnesty program shall be established for a period of 60 days within fiscal
year 2016 to be determined by the commissioner and shall expire not later than June 30, 2016. If
a taxpayer fails to pay the full liability by June 30, 2016, the commissioner shall retain any
payments made and shall apply the payments against the outstanding liability and the tax
amnesty shall not apply.

(c) (1) The commissioner may offer tax amnesty to taxpayers who have failed to file
required returns due for any tax period beginning before January 1, 2014; provided, however,
that the taxpayer shall file the required return and shall pay the tax shown as due on the return
during the amnesty period together with accrued interest.

(2) The commissioner shall not authorize the waiver of any interest or any amount treated
as interest.

(3) The commissioner’s authority to waive penalties during the amnesty period shall not
apply to any taxpayer who is or has been the subject of a tax-related criminal investigation or
prosecution or to any taxpayer who delivers or discloses or has delivered or disclosed any false
or fraudulent application, document, return or other statement.

(4) Any taxpayer who delivers or discloses a false or fraudulent application, document,
return or other statement to the department of revenue in connection with a tax amnesty
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application under this section shall not be eligible for amnesty and shall be subject to the greater
of: (i) the applicable penalties under chapter 62C of the General Laws; or (ii) a penalty not to
exceed $10,000 which shall be calculated and assessed according to rules determined by the
commissioner and may be subject to de minimis or other exceptions that the commissioner may
consider appropriate. This penalty shall be subject to said chapter 62C and shall be added to and
become part of the tax due.

(d) Tax amnesty shall not apply to penalties that the commissioner would not have the
sole authority to waive including, but not limited to, fuel taxes administered under the
International Fuel Tax Agreement or under the local option portions of taxes or excises collected
for the benefit of cities, towns or state governmental authorities.

(e) The commissioner shall maintain records of the penalties waived under the tax
amnesty program including, but not limited to: (i) the number of taxpayers provided with tax
amnesty; (ii) the types of tax liability for which tax amnesty was provided and, for each type of
liability, the amount of tax liability collected and the amount of penalties foregone by virtue of
the tax amnesty program; and (iii) the total outstanding tax liability for amnesty-eligible
taxpayers at the conclusion of the tax amnesty program after the collection of all funds under this
section. The commissioner shall file a report detailing the tax amnesty program with the clerks
of the senate and the house of representatives, the joint committee on revenue, the house and
senate committees on ways and means and the house and senate minority leaders not later than
September 1, 2016; provided, however, that the report shall not contain information sufficient to
identify an individual taxpayer or the tax amnesty provided to an individual taxpayer pursuant
this section.

(F) The commissioner shall establish administrative procedures and methods to prevent a
taxpayer who utilizes the tax amnesty program from utilizing any future tax amnesty programs
for the next consecutive 10 years, beginning in calendar year 2015.

Federal Grants Management Task Force

SECTION 102. (a) There shall be a task force to study and issue a report on maximizing
state use of federal revenues. The task force’s review of federal revenue opportunities shall
include, but not be limited to, federal grants, contracts, loan guarantees and reimbursements.
The task force shall review best practices in other jurisdictions and issue recommendations to
achieve best practices. The review shall include, but not be limited to, an analysis of: (i) current
practices in identifying opportunities, submitting applications and managing federal funds; (ii)
the relationship and coordination between programmatic and fiscal staff; (iii) the management
and administration of grants, including resources devoted, information technology, data storage
and warehousing, transparency, workflow automation and performance accountability; (iv)
current interface with existing payment and procurement systems, including the Massachusetts
management accounting and reporting system and COMMBUYS; (v) interagency and
interdepartmental coordination and cooperation; (vi) consolidation of databases currently
managing grants into a single centralized system; (vii) the selection, reimbursement and closeout
of subrecipients and vendors; (viii) the general court’s role in facilitating opportunities; and (ix)
the coordination between the members of the general court and members of the United States
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Congress from the commonwealth and federal agency personnel. The report shall include, but
not be limited to, federal opportunities available to benefit the general public or a segment of the
general public, including state agencies or departments, institutions of higher education and state
authorities.

(b) The commission shall consist of the following members or their designees: the
secretary of administration and finance who shall serve as chair; the state comptroller; the state
auditor; the state treasurer; the attorney general; the state secretary; the secretary of education;
the secretary of energy and environmental affairs; the secretary of health and human services; the
secretary of housing and economic development; the secretary of labor and workforce
development; the secretary of public safety and security; the secretary of transportation; the court
administrator; the chair of the senate committee on intergovernmental affairs; the chair of the
house committee on technology and intergovernmental affairs; the executive director of the
Donahue Institute at the University of Massachusetts; and 2 members to be appointed by the
governor who shall have expertise and experience working with federal grants.

(c) The commission shall file a report of its findings and recommendations with the
clerks of the senate and house of representatives, the senate and house committees on ways and
means, the senate committee on intergovernmental affairs and the house committee on
technology and intergovernmental affairs not later than July 1, 2016.

Financial Management Commission

SECTION 103. (a) There shall be a commission to study and issue a report on the
bonding and borrowing practices of the commonwealth and its municipalities. The commission
shall identify initiatives to improve financial management and credit ratings and to reduce
bonding and borrowing costs. The commission shall review best practices in other jurisdictions
and issue recommendations, if any, to achieve best practices. The report shall include, but not be
limited to, an analysis of: (i) centralizing borrowing in the state treasurer’s office by public
agencies who may issue bonds with a state guaranty; (ii) reducing cash flow borrowing by
permitting interfund borrowing including, but not limited to, the pooling of operating and
stabilization cash to enhance the commonwealth’s overall working cash position if the borrowing
will not result in a net reduction of stabilization funds; (iii) creating a standing committee or
commission to provide increased professional resources, oversight and transparency to local
government finances; and (iv) establishing a municipal bond bank.

(b) The commission shall consist of the following members or their designees: the state
treasurer who shall serve as chair; the secretary of administration and finance; the state
comptroller; the state auditor; the senior deputy commissioner of local services; the chairs of the
senate and house committees on bonding, capital expenditures and state assets; the minority
leaders of the senate and house of representatives; 2 members to be appointed by the capital debt
affordability committee, established in section 60B of chapter 29 of the General Laws and 4
members to be appointed by the executive committee of the advisory commission on local
government established in section 62 of chapter 3 of the General Laws.
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(c) The commission shall file a report of its findings and recommendations with the
clerks of the senate and house of representatives and the senate and house committees on
bonding, capital expenditures and state assets not later than July 1, 2016.

Illegal Tobacco Enforcement: Multi-Agency lllegal Tobacco Task Force Report

SECTION 104. Not later than July 1, 2016, the multi-agency illegal tobacco task force
established in section 40 of chapter 64C of the General Laws shall submit a report and proposed
legislation to the clerks of the house of representatives and the senate, the house and senate
chairs of the joint committee on revenue, the chairs of the house and senate committees on ways
and means and the house and senate chairs of the joint committee on public safety and homeland
security with recommendations on: (i) enhancing and amending cigarette excise forfeiture
provisions; (ii) increasing civil and criminal penalties; (iii) updating and clarifying cigarette
excise regulatory and administrative provisions; and (iv) potential regulatory or statutory
changes to strengthen enforcement efforts, including any changes necessary to resolve existing
legal ambiguities or inconsistencies and potential legal procedures for facilitating enforcement
efforts.

Electronic Reporting

SECTION 105. Notwithstanding any general or special law to the contrary, all
secretariats, departments and agencies required to submit reports under this act shall file their
reports by the dates required in this act by electronic means to the chairs of the committees
named as recipients and to the clerks of the senate and the house of representatives; provided,
however, that the house and senate clerks shall develop procedures and requirements for
secretariats, departments and agencies for the preparation of the reports to facilitate their
collection and storage and the reports shall be made available to the public on the general court’s
website.

Secure Vital Registry Trust Fund 3
SECTION 106. Section 2RRRR of chapter 29 of the General Laws shall apply to the
commonwealth's share of revenues collected after July 1, 2015 for the provision of records under
chapter 46 of the General Laws by state and local officials.
Skills Training Internship Pilot Program Feasibility Study Extension Effective Date
SECTION 107. Sections 55 and 56 shall take effect as of June 30, 2015.

University of Massachusetts Tuition Retention and Colocation Effective Date

SECTION 108. Sections 21 to 24, inclusive, 36, 37, 87 and 88 shall take effect on July 1,
2016.
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Distinctive Registration Plates Effective Date

1494 SECTION 109. Sections 38 to 40, inclusive, shall take effect 180 days after the effective
1495  date of this act.

Effective Date

1496 SECTION 110. Except as otherwise provided, this act shall take effect on July 1, 2015.



