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January 17, 2017
Dear Colleagues, 

It was our great pleasure to chair the Joint Committee on Municipalities and Regional Government throughout the 2015-2016 legislative session. During this past session, the committee considered a myriad of subjects relating to zoning and development, municipal finance, changes to town charters and local government structures, animal welfare and other topics affecting cities, towns, counties and districts throughout the Commonwealth.
Several pieces of legislation considered by the committee included bills affecting municipal finance, regionalization and housing-related matters. The committee also considered bills which sought to further regulate the treatment of animals, promote cooperation among cities and towns, and give municipalities additional tools to effectively and efficiently provide public services.
Similarly, land use continued to be a subject of critical interest as cities and towns strive to accommodate growth while maintaining open space.  The committee heard testimony on various aspects of land use, such as the maintenance of private and public ways, leasing or conveyance of easements and property, abandoned properties and legislation to amend the state zoning act.
A significant accomplishment involved the committee’s review of legislation filed by Governor Charles Baker: An Act Modernizing Municipal Finance and Government. At the public hearing held on February 9, 2016, the committee received testimony from Lieutenant Governor Karyn Polito, administration officials, as well as municipal officials, fellow legislators, and other concerned citizens. The resulting legislation eliminates or updates obsolete laws, promotes local independence, streamlines state oversight and provides municipalities with greater flexibility.
It has been an honor to serve as co-chairs of a committee that plays such a vital role in the day-to-day functions of local and regional government. We have had the opportunity to meet with dozens of officials from across the Commonwealth, and acted on legislation which strengthens our communities and supports their mission to serve the residents of every city and town. The following report summarizes the committee’s work throughout the 2015-2016 session, and we hope that you will find the material informative and helpful.

Rep. James J. O’Day




Sen. Barbara A. L’Italien
     
House Chair
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Summary of Committee Activity

2015-2016

Throughout the hearing process, members heard from and engaged in discussion with local officials, various local board and commission members, statewide advocacy organizations and coalitions, affected constituents, the Governor’s office and the Department of Revenue Division of Local Services, as well as fellow legislators and members of the general public.

Of the 309 bills that were referred to the committee, 256 were reported favorably for consideration by the full Legislature, either as originally filed or as amended by the committee. A total of 49 bills were placed into a study order, and 4 were discharged to other committees. The committee took no action on 2 bills: H.4433 received an automatic “ought not to pass” report under Joint Rule 10 because no report was filed by the deadline, but subsequently became law. H.4445 was a duplicate of S.2250, which had already been reported favorably and was enacted and signed into law.
Finally, 155 petitions (4 general statewide bills and 151 special or home-rule bills*) reported out by the Joint Committee on Municipalities and Regional Government were signed into law during the 189th Session of the General Court.  

Total Petitions Referred:  309
Public Hearings Conducted:  15

Executive Sessions Conducted: 11

Polls Conducted:  34
Petitions Reported Signed into Law:  155
General: 4
Special: 151
* A home-rule petition is legislation that is submitted on behalf of a city or town under the provisions of Section 8 of Article 89 of the Amendments to the Massachusetts Constitution. Such legislation requires the certified local approval of a town’s voters or town meeting, city council and mayor or other legislative body of a city. Legislation filed by the Governor on behalf of a city or town may also be enacted by a two-thirds vote of each branch of the Legislature. Other special legislation may pertain to a particular county, district, or region but is technically not a home-rule.
Bills Signed into Law, by Year and Chapter Number
2015-2016
	2015

	Chapter 17 of the Acts of 2015
An Act relative to sewer commissioners in the town of Wareham

Sponsor: Sen. Marc Pacheco

Summary: This act specifies the sewer superintendent and town administrator's role in administering the sewer system. The sewer commissioners must provide a balanced budget for the sewer system and enterprise fund by January 5 of each year, and provisions of the Wareham town charter govern the removal of the sewer superintendent.  See S.34

	

	Chapter 23 of the Acts of 2015

An Act authorizing the city of Revere to pay a certain sum of money to Cynthia A. Penta

Sponsor: Rep. Robert DeLeo

Summary: This act authorizes the city of Revere to pay $15,054.00 to Cynthia A. Penta (Adreani), wife of former city councilor Richard A. Penta, who died while serving as a member of the city council. The amount paid represents the salary Mr. Penta would have received had he served until the end of his term in office.  See H.3206

	

	Chapter 33 of the Acts of 2015

An Act amending the composition of the Stadium & Athletic Field Commission in the city of Malden

Sponsor: Rep. Steven Ultrino

Summary: This act amends previous special acts by changing the composition of the 7-member Stadium and Athletic Field Commission, removing the school superintendent, chairman of the public works commission and director of public works from the board, while adding the high school director of athletics and recreation coordinator, along with 2 residents appointed by the city council and one resident appointed by the mayor. Members serve staggered terms.  See H.3194  

	

	Chapter 35 of the Acts of 2015
An Act authorizing the town of Wenham to pay a certain unpaid bill

Sponsor: Sen. Bruce Tarr

Summary: This act authorizes the town of Wenham to pay $30,000 to Fannin and Lehner, a Concord, MA-based preservation consulting company, for gravestone repair and restoration work at the town cemetery, notwithstanding the failure of the town to comply with the laws relative to procurement and competitive bidding in the awarding of the contract.  See S.1918

	

	Chapter 36 of the Acts of 2015
An Act authorizing the city manager of the city of Worcester to appoint the chair of the Worcester Redevelopment Authority

Sponsor: Sen. Michael Moore

Summary: This act authorizes the city manager of Worcester, notwithstanding the provisions of Section 7 of Chapter 121B of the General Laws, to annually appoint the chair of the Worcester Redevelopment Authority, subject to confirmation by a majority vote of the city council.  See S.29

	Chapter 47 of the Acts of 2015
An Act relative to the Community Events Fund in the town of Wareham

Sponsor: Sen. Marc Pacheco

Summary: This act amends Chapter 82 of the Acts of 2008, which established the Wareham Community Events Fund to receive revenue from a 6% hotel/amenities excise tax and revenue from the parking meters in the town of Wareham. The act reallocates how much revenue will be used for the fund, and caps the total amount in the fund at $45,000 per year.  See S.1099

	

	Chapter 62 of the Acts of 2015

An Act authorizing the town of North Reading to use certain conservation land for public way purposes

Sponsor: Rep. Bradley Jones

Summary: This act authorizes the town of North Reading to transfer a portion of the 37 acre parcel of land located on Swan Pond Road from the conservation commission to the board of selectmen for the care, custody and control of said land for public way purposes. Only the roadway itself would be removed from Article 97 protection.  See H.3267

	

	Chapter 67 of the Acts of 2015
An Act authorizing the town of Bourne to grant an easement over a certain parcel of land

Sponsor: Sen. Viriato deMacedo

Summary: This act authorizes the board of selectmen, with approval of the conservation commission, to grant an easement over 1.28 acres of land on Circuit Avenue to install utilities – water lines to serve homes on Bassets Island.  See S.33

	

	Chapter 69 of the Acts of 2015
An Act authorizing the town of Manchester-by-the-Sea to make permanent improvements to private ways and assess betterments

Sponsor: Sen. Bruce Tarr

Summary: This act authorizes the town to make permanent repairs or improvements on private ways within the limits of the town. This includes improvements to grading, drainage, paving and resurfacing, to appropriate and expend funds for, to assess betterments and to adopt bylaws to carry out the provisions. In addition, the town could borrow money for making repairs or improvements to private ways within the town. Each authorized issue shall be paid within 20 years.  See S.1939

	

	Chapter 71 of the Acts of 2015
An Act authorizing the long term lease of the former Anawan school in the town of Rehoboth
Sponsor: Rep. Steven Howitt


Summary: This act exempts the town from Section 3 of Chapter 40, and authorizes the lease of all or a portion of the former Anawan school for a term of not more than 99 years, under terms and conditions approved by the board of selectmen, to be used for senior, senior veteran, non-age restricted affordable housing, or any combination of such housing units. See  H.1846

	Chapter 72 of the Acts of 2015
An Act authorizing the board of selectmen of the town of Topsfield to appoint the town clerk

Sponsor: Sen. Joan Lovely

Summary: This act provides for the town clerk to be appointed by the Board of Selectmen rather than being elected. The elected office is abolished upon the expiration of the term of the incumbent, who will then become the first appointed town clerk, unless that person resigns, retires or is removed before the expiration of the current 3 year term of office in 2016.  See S.1949

	

	Chapter 75 of the Acts of 2015

An Act authorizing the city known as the town of Bridgewater to lease certain property to the Bridgewater Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 2125, Inc.

Sponsor: Rep. Angelo D’Emilia

Summary: This act exempts from certain applicable state laws and authorizes the town to lease the former Prattown School located at 40 Orange Street for a term of not more than 20 years, under terms and conditions approved by the Town Council, to the Bridgewater Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 2125, Inc.  See H.3360

	

	Chapter 84 of the Acts of 2015
An Act amending the charter of the town of Provincetown to change the residency requirement for certain officials
Sponsor: Rep. Sarah Peake

Summary: This act amends the town charter to require the director of public works and the police chief be residents of either Provincetown or Truro, or become residents within 6 months of assuming office. The fire chief would have to be a resident of Provincetown or establish residency within 6 months of assuming office.  See H.3585

	

	Chapter 85 of the Acts of 2015

An Act relative to the town manager in the town of Dedham

Sponsor: Rep. Paul McMurtry

Summary: This act amends the town charter to provide that the town administrator has full jurisdiction for leasing, maintenance and repair of all town buildings and facilities except those under control of the school committee, library trustees, parks and fields under the parks and recreation commission and conservation commission. Includes provision asking voters to accept the act at an election following passage. See H.3269

	

	Chapter 86 of the Acts of 2015

An Act relative to changing the name of the State-Boston Retirement System to the Boston Retirement System

Sponsor: Rep. Aaron Michlewitz

Summary: This act changes the name of the “State-Boston Retirement System” to the “Boston Retirement System” in several applicable sections of Chapter 32. Also provides that any business formerly transacted under the names “State-Boston retirement system”, “State-Boston retirement board” and “Boston retirement Board” or any contracts entered into remains in full force and effect and will not be impacted by the administrative name change.  See H.3327

	Chapter 87 of the Acts of 2015
An Act relative to the charter of the city of Newton

Sponsor: Rep. Ruth Balser

Summary: This act changes the name of the Newton Board of Aldermen to the Newton City Council, however the basic government structure is retained. The legislation also makes changes throughout the charter document so that gender-neutral language is used when referring to specific persons, boards, positions and titles.  Submitted to the voters for acceptance.  See H.3563

	

	Chapter 88 of the Acts of 2015
An Act relative to the charter of the city known as the town of Randolph

Sponsor: Sen. Brian Joyce

Summary: This act amends the town charter by paying town council members $5,000 annually, and proposes designating a separate 7-member licensing board to consist of the police chief, fire chief, building inspector, health inspector and 3 town residents recommended by the council president and confirmed by the town council, if voters approve of the licensing change.  See S.24

	

	Chapter 89 of the Acts of 2015

An Act reducing the size of the city council of the city of Holyoke

Sponsor: Rep. Aaron Vega

Summary: This act amends a previous special act to reduce the number of members on the city council from 15 to 13 members, with one councilor chosen from each ward and 6 from the city at large. The question would be placed on the ballot to ask for voter acceptance.  See H.3329

	

	Chapter 90 of the Acts of 2015
An Act establishing a four year term for the office of city councilor of the city of Holyoke

Sponsor: Rep. Aaron Vega

Summary: This act, if accepted by the voters at a municipal election, repeals language in the 1896 and 1992 special acts providing for a two-year term of office, and provides for city councilors to serve four-year terms beginning at the municipal election to be held in 2017.  See H.3557

	

	Chapter 91 of the Acts of 2015
An Act establishing a four year term for the office of mayor of the city of Holyoke

Sponsor: Rep. Aaron Vega

Summary: This act, if accepted by the voters at a municipal election, repeals language in the 1896 and 1992 special acts providing for a two-year term of office, and provides for city councilors to serve four-year terms beginning at the municipal election to be held in 2017.  See H.3558

	

	Chapter 92 of the Acts of 2015

An Act establishing an appointed treasurer for the city of Holyoke

Sponsor: Rep. Aaron Vega

Summary: This act amends two previous special acts by striking language that provides for an elected city treasurer, replacing the elected position with a treasurer who would be appointed (and could be removed) by the city council for a term not to exceed three years. It also places a question on the 2015 city municipal ballot asking for voter acceptance of the act.  See H.3328

	Chapter 93 of the Acts of 2015
An Act relative to the department of public works in the town of Tisbury

Sponsor: Rep. Timothy Madden

Summary: This act replaces the elected DPW with an appointed board under the jurisdiction of the board of selectmen. The department is responsible for the management of all public works operations, and the board of selectmen makes all policy decisions, and may appoint an advisory board of public works consisting of 5 members.  See H.3619

	

	Chapter 97 of the Acts of 2015
An Act increasing the expenditure limit of the Fire Department Emergency Medical Services Revolving Fund in the town of Somerset

Sponsor: Rep. Patricia Haddad

Summary: This act authorizes the fire chief to expend from a new “Fire Department Emergency Medical Services Revolving Fund” an amount equal to up to 5 percent of the tax levy ($1,900,000) to pay 10 firefighter/paramedic salaries medical equipment and supplies, medical director fees, overtime and related costs. The higher expenditure limit will also allow the town to use the fund to pay for capital equipment such as a fire pumper truck and ambulances.  See H.3573

	

	Chapter 113 of the Acts of 2015
An Act establishing a department of public works in the town of Abington

Sponsor: Sen. John Keenan

Summary: This act amends the town charter by consolidating various separate functions into a single department of public works under a new director. The DPW would include the would include the board of sewer commissioners, board of parks and recreation, park superintendent, superintendent of highways, tree warden, and trustees of veterans’ memorials.  See S.1996

	

	Chapter 114 of the Acts of 2015
An Act relative to the moderator in the town of Needham

Sponsor: Rep. Denise Garlick

Summary: This act authorizes the town to elect a town moderator at the annual town election for a term of three years, rather than annually as provided by current state law.  See H.3630

	

	Chapter 118 of the Acts of 2015
An Act authorizing the appointment of Eileen O’Connor Bernal to the position of chief of staff to the mayor of the city of Lawrence

Sponsor: Rep. Frank Moran

Summary: This act authorizes Eileen O’Connor Bernal, upon the issuance of her resignation of her elected position of city councilor, to be appointed to the position of chief of staff to the mayor of the city of Lawrence, Daniel Rivera. The act is retroactive to September 1, 2015.  See H.3816

	

	Chapter 120 of the Acts of 2015
An Act increasing the membership of the board of selectmen for the town of Brimfield

Sponsor: Sen. Anne Gobi

Summary: This act authorizes the town to elect two additional selectmen, for a total of 5, at the next annual town election. The bill provides for staggered terms. Members of the board of selectmen who are already in office would serve until the expiration of their current terms.  See S.22

	Chapter 125 of the Acts of 2015
An Act relative to the creation of a treasurer-collector in the town of Plainville

Sponsor: Sen. Richard Ross

Summary: This act abolishes the separate elected offices of treasurer and collector and establishes a treasurer-collector appointed by the town administrator, with all the powers and duties of town treasurers and tax collectors. Additional duties assigned by the town administrator.  See S.1961

	

	Chapter 127 of the Acts of 2015
An Act creating a town administrator in the town of Plainville

Sponsor: Sen. Richard Ross

Summary: This act establishes the position of town administrator, who will be appointed by the board of selectmen. The act outlines the powers and duties, compensation and benefits, scope of authority, and how vacancies in the office are to be filled.  See S.1962

	

	Chapter 140 of the Acts of 2015

An Act relative to the taking of property by the Medway Redevelopment Authority

Sponsor: Rep. John Fernandes

Summary: This special act exempts the town from certain provisions of the eminent domain law to facilitate the taking and consolidation of property located on a 44 acre parcel of land along Route 109 in Medway. The act was needed because ownership of many of the small parcels of land could not be determined, and the Medway Redevelopment Authority seeks to develop the property in order to increase the town's commercial tax base.  See H.3361

	

	Chapter 146 of the Acts of 2015
An Act establishing a 3-member board of health in the town of Charlemont

Sponsor: Rep. Paul Mark

Summary: This act reduces the number of elected members of the town’s board of health from 5 to 3 members. The change would be accomplished at one election, rather than over a period of time as provided by current state law.  See H.3635

	

	Chapter 147 of the Acts of 2015
An Act amending the charter of the town of Provincetown by adding additional alternate members on certain boards 

Sponsor: Rep. Sarah Peake

Summary: This act amends the town charter by adding alternate members to the board of health and planning board, for a total of two on each board. Alternates serve if there is an absence or vacancy, or a regular board member is unable to act on a pending matter. See H.3582 and H.3583

	

	Chapter 155 of the Acts of 2015
An Act establishing the Williams-Rockwell educational gift fund in the city of Gardner

Sponsor: Rep. Jonathan Zlotnik

Summary: This act establishes a special fund for the Gardner school department to use proceeds from the sale of a Norman Rockwell painting that was received by the city as a gift for the purpose of inspiring and supporting the educational activities of the Gardner public schools.  See H.3565

	Chapter 170 of the Acts of 2015
An Act authorizing the Turners Falls Fire District to establish certain funds

Sponsor: Rep. Stephen Kulik

Summary: This act permits the Turners Falls Fire District to establish an enterprise fund and a revolving fund. The fund will be used for the operation of an ambulance service within the District; which would be subject to the requirements of towns under the current law.  See H.1853

	

	Chapter 171 of the Acts of 2015

An Act relative to an affordable housing trust in the town of Duxbury
Sponsor: Rep. Josh Cutler
Summary: This act repeals a 2005 special act, which established a version of an affordable housing trust fund but is no longer required since the town decided to adopt a state law. The bill transfers any money or assets from the original trust fund to the new trust fund and provides that any payments received by the town and designated for use in the current affordable housing trust fund may be applied to the new trust fund.  See H.3325  (H.3572 identical, was placed in study)

	2016

	Chapter 2 of the Acts of 2016
An Act further amending the composition of the Nantucket Historic District Commission

Sponsor: Rep. Timothy Madden

Summary: This act amends current law by deleting and inserting new language that states that all five members of the Historic District Commission shall be elected for three year terms at the annual town election each year.  See H.3618

	

	Chapter 3 of the Acts of 2016
An Act establishing a department of public works in the town of Plainville

Sponsor: Sen. Richard Ross

Summary: This act establishes a Department of Public Works (DPW) in the town of Plainville, combining the town’s highway, water and sewer departments. The DPW shall be under the supervision and control of the board of selectmen, which shall make all policy decisions. The act abolishes Plainville’s water and sewer board, and transfers duties to the DPW.  See S.1960

	

	Chapter 4 of the Acts of 2016
An Act further regulating the authority of the town manager in the town of Duxbury to negotiate and execute certain contracts

Sponsor: Rep. Josh Cutler

Summary: This special act amends the current law by authorizing the town manager to negotiate and execute all contracts except union collective bargaining agreements and individual employment contracts. The town manager shall negotiate collective bargaining agreements and individual employment contracts which fall under Chapter 150E, and the board of selectmen would ratify and execute such agreements and contracts.  See H.3343

	

	Chapter 11 of the Acts of 2016
An Act relative to the off-street parking board in the city of Worcester

Sponsor: Sen. Harriette Chandler

Summary: This act authorizes the off-street parking board to impose a surcharge on the rate charged for each vehicle using the so-called “CitySquare” garage located at the corner of Front Street and Mercantile Street in the city of Worcester. It also authorizes a revolving fund.   See S.2012

	Chapter 12 of the Acts of 2016
An Act relative to the position of constable in the town of Carver

Sponsor: Sen. Marc Pacheco

Summary: This act changes the position of constable to one appointed by the town administrator, after consulting with the police chief. The board of selectmen has 15 days to reject any such appointment. The act limits to 3 the total number of constables and states the town administrator may, with approval of the selectmen, establish an employment contract with the constables. Incumbent elected constables may serve out their current terms of office.  See S.1926

	

	Chapter 13 of the Acts of 2016
An Act establishing a municipal finance department in the town of Milford

Sponsor: Rep. John Fernandes

Summary: This act establishes a department of municipal finance which shall be responsible for all fiscal and financial activities of the town. An appointed town accountant, treasurer and tax collector would function under the direct control and supervision of a director of municipal finance. The elected position of tax collector is eliminated.  See H.3634

	

	Chapter 15 of the Acts of 2016
An Act authorizing the town of Natick to lease certain town-owned property

Sponsor: Rep. David Linsky

Summary: This act authorizes the town to lease a municipal parking lot located on South Avenue, plus portions of adjacent town property -- the former site of a parking garage -- for a term of up to 99 years, for the construction, operation and management of a new multi-purpose facility that would also provide public parking. The act also repeals Chapter 166 of the Acts of 2012, which sought to achieve the same goal but did not adequately describe the property.  See H.3646

	

	Chapter 19 of the Acts of 2016
An Act authorizing the town of Natick to lease certain town-owned property

Sponsor: Rep. David Linsky

Summary: This act authorizes the town to lease a municipal parking lot located on Middlesex Avenue, plus portions of adjacent town property -- the former site of a parking garage -- for a term of up to 99 years, for the construction, operation and management of a new multi-purpose facility that would also provide public parking. The act also repeals Chapter 167 of the Acts of 2012, which sought to achieve the same goal but did not adequately describe the property.  See H.3645

	

	Chapter 20 of the Acts of 2016
An Act providing for a selectmen-town manager form of government in the town of Wellesley

Sponsor: Rep. Alice Peisch

Summary: This act revises town government by providing for a 5-member board of selectmen elected for staggered terms of 3 years each. Selectmen keep existing powers and duties except those expressly granted to the appointed town manager.  The act enumerates the town manager’s powers and duties, relationship to board of selectmen and other boards and officials, etc.  See H.3883

	

	Chapter 21 of the Acts of 2016
An Act establishing an appointed superintendent of streets in the town of Hardwick

Sponsor: Rep. Donald Berthiaume

Summary: This act authorizes the board of selectmen to appoint a superintendent of streets for a term of not more than 3 years, under the direction of the board of selectmen, and have the powers and duties of highway surveyors and road commissioners.  See H.3865

	

	Chapter 22 of the Acts of 2016
An Act relative to members of the city council for the city of Lawrence

Sponsor: Rep. Frank Moran

Summary: This act amends the city charter by expanding the current prohibition against city councilors holding compensated city office or employment to also include any uncompensated city office or city employment.  See H.3601.

	

	Chapter 23 of the Acts of 2016
An Act relative to certain elections by the city council in the city of Lawrence
Sponsor: Rep. Frank Moran
Summary: This act amends the city charter by removing the language authorizing the city council to elect a 3-member board of assessors.  See H.3600

	

	Chapter 24 of the Acts of 2016
An Act relative to the standing committee on housing for the city of Lawrence
Sponsor: Rep. Frank Moran
Summary: This act amends the city charter by expanding the purpose of the standing committee on housing to include a review and consideration of all real property related matters.  See H.3602

	

	Chapter 25 of the Acts of 2016
An Act relative to publication and public hearing requirements for proposed ordinances in the city of Lawrence
Sponsor: Rep. Frank Moran
Summary: This act amends the city charter by adding language requiring that a hearing notice published in a local newspaper shall also be published in full on the city’s web site, or in any other such manner (social media, etc.) as a further means of notifying the public.  See H.3603

	

	Chapter 26 of the Acts of 2016
An Act authorizing the town of Scituate to convey certain land

Sponsor: Rep. James Cantwell

Summary: This act authorizes the town of Scituate to sell or transfer approximately 1.8 acres of conservation and recreation land located on Route 3A to Bartlett Fields, LLC to facilitate the construction of up to 252 “40B” apartments. The town shall receive a total of approximately 26.46 acres, of which 10.46 acres shall be held for conservation purposes.  See H.3599

	

	Chapter 28 of the Acts of 2016
An Act authorizing the town of North Reading to convey certain park land

Sponsor: Rep. Bradley Jones

Summary: This act authorizes the town to transfer care, custody and control of approximately one-half an acre of land located at 11 Magnolia Road, North Reading from park purposes to municipal use, and then convey that parcel to the owners of abutting property to facilitate the repair or replacement of their septic system.  See H.3819

	

	Chapter 32 of the Acts of 2016
An Act authorizing the town of Lakeville to convey certain property to the city of Taunton

Sponsor: Rep. Keiko Orrall

Summary: This act authorizes the town of Lakeville to convey water supply land and accompanying structures and equipment to the city of Taunton in exchange for the assumption by the city of remaining debt service the town incurred to supply Taunton with water.  See H.3789

	

	Chapter 41 of the Acts of 2016
An Act authorizing the town of Sheffield to appoint certain members to the conservation commission

Sponsor: Rep. William Smitty Pignatelli

Summary: This act authorizes the board of selectmen to appoint 2 associate members of the conservation commission for terms not to exceed 1 year.  The chairman of the conservation commission could designate an associate member to serve in cases of an absence of a quorum for any reason, or in the case of a vacancy until such vacancy has been filled.  See H.3749

	

	Chapter 45 of the Acts of 2016
An Act relative to the school committee for the city of Lawrence
Sponsor: Rep. Frank Moran
Summary: This act expands current language by barring school committee members from holding any compensated city office or city employment, not just those under their jurisdiction. See H.3604

	

	Chapter 50 of the Acts of 2016
An Act relative to the Templeton Developmental Center Reuse Committee

Sponsor: Sen. Anne Gobi

Summary: This act adds four representatives of the town of Phillipston to the Templeton Developmental Center Reuse Committee, 1 of whom shall be a member of the board of selectmen, 1 of whom shall be a member of the planning board, 1 of whom shall be a member of the open space committee and 1 of whom shall be a representative of the fire department.  See S.1083

	

	Chapter 55 of the Acts of 2016
An Act relative to certain bonds issued by the town of Hull

Sponsor: Rep. Garrett Bradley

Summary: This act exempts the town of Hull from the bond term limit so that it may issue bonds for a term of up to 30 years from the date of issuance, rather than 20 years.  The board of selectmen could choose a shorter term for the bonds, which are for a $5,250,000 project to design and construct repairs and improvements to the Crescent Beach seawall, revetment, etc.  See H.3855

	Chapter 63 of the Acts of 2016
An Act relative to town meetings in the town of Framingham

Sponsor: Rep. Christopher Walsh

Summary: This special act clarifies the original 1949 language by providing that the town counsel shall attend all sessions of Town Meeting, and the chairs of elected or appointed boards or committees, or their designees, shall attend all sessions of Town Meeting at which a warrant article related to their position may be considered.  See H.3195

	

	Chapter 65 of the Acts of 2016
An Act relative to the town administrator in the town of Milton

Sponsor: Sen. Brian Joyce

Summary: This act strengthens the town administrator position by delegating certain duties and responsibilities from the board of selectmen. The town administrator would have broad financial and operational management responsibilities such as appointment of key personnel, preparation of the town's budget, and long range financial planning and modeling.  See S.1987

	

	Chapter 72 of the Acts of 2016
An Act relative to the street closure permitting process in the city of Boston

Sponsor: Rep. Angelo Scaccia

Summary: This act amends the part of the law governing street closures relating to the city of Boston by deleting references to the commissioner of parks and recreation. Subsequent closures of public ways in the city of Boston for recreation, play or sport would only require the written approval of the transportation commissioner and the police commissioner.  See H.3729

	

	Chapter 82 of the Acts of 2016
An Act establishing a community enhancement fee stabilization fund in the city of Everett

Sponsor: Rep. Joseph McGonagle

Summary: This act authorizes the creation of a “Community Enhancement Fee Stabilization Fund” into which shall be deposited all payments made by the Wynn, MA LLC developer of a resort casino facility in the city of Everett, in accordance with the terms of the Host Community Agreement which the city and Wynn entered into on April 19, 2013.  See H.3831

	

	Chapter 88 of the Acts of 2016
An Act relative to the position of highway surveyor in the town of Hanson

Sponsor: Rep. Josh Cutler

Summary: This act amends a 2012 special act by adding language authorizing the board of selectmen to enter into an employment contract with the appointed highway surveyor for a term not to exceed three years.  See H.3738

	

	Chapter 91 of the Acts of 2016
An Act relative to the use of legal counsel by the town of Southbridge

Sponsor: Rep. Peter Durant

Summary: This act amends the town charter by prohibiting a town office or agency from hiring an attorney without the town manager’s approval. If legal services are needed for town business, then the town manager would designate counsel after consulting with the town’s attorney.  See H.3999

	

	Chapter 92 of the Acts of 2016
An Act relative to the director of public works in the town of Southbridge

Sponsor: Rep. Peter Durant

Summary: This act amends the town charter by striking language requiring the Director of Public Works to be a licensed professional engineer. He or she would still be appointed by the town manager for a three-year term, subject to confirmation by the town council.  See H.4000

	

	Chapter 93 of the Acts of 2016
An Act relative to quasi-judicial boards in the town of Southbridge

Sponsor: Rep. Peter Durant

Summary: This act amends the town charter by adding the names of the quasi-judicial boards whose members are limited to serving on no more than one such board (Zoning Board of Appeals, Conservation Commission, Board of Health, Liquor Licensing Board, Planning Board and Special Permit Granting Authority.)   See H.4002

	

	Chapter 94 of the Acts of 2016
An Act relative to the removal of the director of public works in the town of Southbridge

Sponsor: Rep. Peter Durant
Summary: This act amends the town charter by replacing language relating to the removal of the Director of Public Works, instead specifying that the person holding that position may be removed in the same manner as other department heads.  See H.4001

	

	Chapter 101 of the Acts of 2016
An Act authorizing the Arlington town manager to appoint the director of assessments

Sponsor: Sen. Kenneth Donnelly

Summary: This act amends a 1952 special act by adding language giving the town manager authority to supervise and direct the administration of the Assessors’ Office and to appoint the Director of Assessments.  The town manager would not supervise the elected Board of Assessors, and their authority and responsibilities would not be affected.  See S.1934

	

	Chapter 102 of the Acts of 2016
An Act further defining a quorum of a public body in the town of Milton

Sponsor: Sen. Brian Joyce

Summary: This act defines a quorum as a simple majority of the members who have been appointed to a public body, rather than the total number authorized. It applies to an appointed multiple member board, commission, committee or subcommittee within the executive or legislative branch.  It would not include public bodies that are elected by the voters of the town.  See S.2001

	

	Chapter 104 of the Acts of 2016
An Act increasing the membership of the board of selectmen of the town of Milton 

Sponsor: Sen. Brian Joyce

Summary: This act increases the number of members on the board of selectmen from 3 to 5. If this act is accepted by the voters, then at the next municipal election additional members would be elected in a manner that results in staggered 3-year terms of office.  See S.2112

	Chapter 106 of the Acts of 2016
An Act revising the charter of the town of Swampscott

Sponsor: Sen. Thomas McGee

Summary: This act makes a number of revisions and updates to the town charter, repeals unnecessary language, clarifies various procedures and updates the powers and duties of specified officials, boards and committees.  See S.2206

	

	Chapter 108 of the Acts of 2016
An Act relative to certain property tax assessments in the town of Sharon

Sponsor: Rep. Louis Kafka

Summary: This act allows the town of Sharon from the applicable state law to abate a total of $5,401.77 in property taxes paid by the owners of 9 Glendale Road, Sharon in the fiscal years 2007, 2008, 2009 and 2010. The owners discovered in 2010 that their property had been incorrectly assessed since fiscal year 2007 due to a land measurement error.  See H.3595

	

	Chapter 114 of the Acts of 2016
An Act to clarify the executive powers of the Board of Water and Sewer Commissioners in the town of Foxborough
Sponsor: Rep. Jay Barrows

Summary: Under the provisions of this act, the town manager assumes all personnel and collective bargaining powers currently exercised by the board of water and sewer commissioners. In addition, any decisions regarding the sale of sewer capacity to other towns would require the approval of the board of selectmen and the water and sewer commissioners. See H.3582

	

	Chapter 116 of the Acts of 2016
An Act relative to the Nantucket Memorial Airport revolving account

Sponsor: Rep. Timothy Madden

Summary: This act exempts the town from section 53E1/2 of said chapter 44 so that the fund shall not be included in the calculation of the aggregate limit of all revolving funds, which under current law is 10 percent of the previous year’s tax levy. See H.1858

	

	Chapter 117 of the Acts of 2016
An Act relative to the charter of the town of Harwich

Sponsor: Rep. Sarah Peake

Summary: This act authorizes the library board of trustees to appoint all library staff, not only those who are professionally credentialed (have an MLS and certified, for example).  See H.3708

	

	Chapter 119 of the Acts of 2016
An Act relative to signing of warrants for payment in the town of Tyngsborough

Sponsor: Rep. Colleen Garry

Summary: This act grants the town administrator or if necessary the assistant town administrator the power to approve all warrants for payment of town funds including payroll. The approval of such warrants by the town administrator would authorize payment by the town treasurer. In the event of an absence or vacancy in the office of the town administrator or assistant, the board of selectmen shall approve all such warrants by majority vote  See H.3641

	Chapter 125 of the Acts of 2016
An Act relative to the South Essex Sewerage District

Sponsor: Rep. Ted Speliotis

Summary: This act amends the 1925 law that created the South Essex Sewerage District by adding language to have the city engineer of the city of Salem, the director of engineering of the city of Peabody and the director of engineering of the city of Beverly as board members of the South Essex Sewerage District. See H.4007

	

	Chapter 126 of the Acts of 2016
An Act increasing the membership of the board of health in the town of Framingham

Sponsor: Rep. Christopher Walsh

Summary: This act amends a previous special act by inserting language providing that the board of health shall consist of 5 members, who will serve 3-year, staggered terms until changed in accordance with the provisions of this act.  See H.3935

	

	Chapter 135 of the Acts of 2016
An Act authorizing the town of Falmouth to convey certain land to the West Falmouth Library, Inc.

Sponsor: Rep. Timothy Madden

Summary: This act authorizes the conveyance to the West Falmouth Library, Inc. of a small parcel of public park land, containing 8,547 square feet, in exchange for a parcel of the same size to be used for open space, recreational or conservation purposes. The conveyance will facilitate an expansion of the existing West Falmouth Library.  See H.3976

	

	Chapter 143 of the Acts of 2016
An Act authorizing the town of Athol to establish a special fund for the rehabilitation of certain properties

Sponsor: Sen. Anne Gobi

Summary: This act authorizes the town to create a special fund into which would be deposited a $150,000 state grant and funds recaptured through receivership or rehabilitation liens and any other funds appropriated to secure, clear, rehabilitate, make loans for purchase and rehabilitation, make safe or demolish properties that are designated as receivership properties.  See S.31

	

	Chapter 144 of the Acts of 2016
An Act establishing a special fund for recaptured funds from demolition liens or grants in the town of Athol

Sponsor: Sen. Anne Gobi

Summary: This act authorizes the town to create a special fund into which would be deposited proceeds from funds recaptured through demolition liens, plus any grants or appropriations.  The money would be used to secure, make safe or demolish, or pay any associated costs, properties that are found to be unsafe, dangerous or unfit for human habitation.  See S.32

	

	Chapter 146 of the Acts of 2016
An Act authorizing the Andover school district to convey a certain parcel of land

Sponsor: Sen. Barbara L’Italien

Summary: This act authorizes the Andover School District to convey the former Shawsheen Elementary School to the Town of Andover for general municipal purposes, including but not limited to school and town administrative offices under control of the board of selectmen. The transaction would be exempt from applicable provisions of Chapter 30B.  See S.1983

	Chapter 148 of the Acts of 2016
An Act authorizing the conveyance of a certain parcel of land in the town of Lynnfield

Sponsor: Rep. Bradley Jones

Summary: This act authorizes the Board of Selectmen and the Conservation Commission to convey 9,104 square feet of conservation land at 353-385 Broadway to Kelly Jeep Chrysler of the same address in exchange for not less than $170,000 in cash plus a permanent access easement for the town to the Bow Ridge Conservation Area for recreational purposes.  See H.3834

	

	Chapter 151 of the Acts of 2016
An Act relative to the establishment of a county stabilization fund

Sponsor: Sen. Viriato deMacedo

Summary: This act amends Section 28B of chapter 35 of the General Laws by adding a subsection allowing a county advisory board to create and maintain a stabilization fund, into which may be appropriated an amount as determined by a 2/3 vote of the advisory board.  Any interest shall be added to and become part of the fund. The act governs how money in the fund may be invested. The stabilization fund may be appropriated for any purpose by the county commissioners with approval of a 2/3 vote of the advisory board.  See S.1064 – General legislation

	

	Chapter 153 of the Acts of 2016
An Act authorizing the city of Medford to use certain land for any municipal purpose
Sponsor: Rep. Paul Donato

Summary: This act authorizes the change in use of the 10 acre Wright’s Pond, currently under the control of the city parks department. The land, which consists of a beach for recreational activities, would be placed under the control of the city’s department of public works.  See H.3986

	

	Chapter 165 of the Acts of 2016
An Act authorizing the town of Nantucket to convey certain land held for open space, recreational or conservation purposes to the Nantucket Islands Land Bank and Madaket Conservation Trust for open space, recreational or conservation purposes

Sponsor: Sen. Daniel Wolf

Summary: This act authorizes the town to transfer, sell, convey or otherwise dispose of certain parcels of land situated in Nantucket (specified in the act) to the Nantucket Islands Lank Bank for open space, recreational or conservation purposes. The town may also transfer, sell, convey or otherwise dispose of a certain parcel of land in Nantucket (also cited in the act) to the Madaket Land Conservation Trust for open space, recreational and conservation purposes.  See S.1935

	

	Chapter 166 of the Acts of 2016
An Act relative to segregated reserve funds in the city of Boston

Sponsor: Sen. Anthony Petruccelli

Summary: This act removed the requirement of having a school reserve fund for the city of Boston. A 1986 law required the school department to establish a segregated reserve fund of not less than one percent of the current fiscal year’s appropriations.  See S.1999

	

	Chapter 179 of the Acts of 2016
An Act authorizing Nantucket County to convey certain parcels of land to the town of Nantucket

Sponsor: Sen. Daniel Wolf

Summary: This act authorizes the County of Nantucket to convey certain parcels of land (cited in the legislation), owned by the County of Nantucket to the Town of Nantucket for open space, recreational or conservation purposes and for general municipal purposes and access purposes.  See S.1936

	

	Chapter 189 of the Acts of 2016
An Act authorizing the town of Middleborough to exchange certain parcels of conservation land

Sponsor: Sen. Marc Pacheco

Summary: This act authorizes the town of Middleborough to convey a 1.2 acre parcel of conservation land to the developer of a subdivision in exchange for a 7.88 acre parcel of land for which the town would pay $50,000. The replacement parcel of land would be placed under the care and control of the conservation commission for conservation purposes.  See S.2090

	

	Chapter 191 of the Acts of 2016
An Act authorizing the Nantucket Islands Land Bank to convey certain land held for open space, recreational or conservation purposes to the town of Nantucket for open space, recreational or conservation purposes

Sponsor: Rep. Timothy Madden

Summary: This act authorizes the Land Bank to convey approximately 3 acres to the town, which plans to construct a new elementary school on an adjacent parcel and needs a temporary construction staging area and future playing field space. The town requested approval from the state to use of a portion of the land as a temporary staging area.  See H.3892

	

	Chapter 193 of the Acts of 2016
An Act authorizing the change in use of certain park land in the city of Springfield

Sponsor: Rep. Benjamin Swan

Summary: This act authorize the city to convert a 4.9 acre portion of the 151 acre Blunt Park from park use for the construction of a new Senior Center, in exchange for 6.5 acres which shall be dedicated as replacement park land.  See H.4159

	

	Chapter 195 of the Acts of 2016
An Act authorizing the city of Salem to convey a certain parcel of park land

Sponsor: Rep. Paul Tucker

Summary: This act authorizes the city to convey a 1,219 square foot parcel of park land to North Shore Medical Center, Inc. in exchange for a 6,298 square foot parcel, to be used for park-related purposes at the adjacent Bertram Field, an athletic facility for Salem High School.  See H.4464

	

	Chapter 196 of the Acts of 2016
An Act relative to the composition of the Salem board of health

Sponsor: Rep. Paul Tucker

Summary: This act amends a 1972 special act by reducing the number of members on the board of health from 7 to 5 while ensuring that at least one member is a physician. See H.3344

	Chapter 198 of the Acts of 2016
An Act relative to the creation of a renewable energy fund in the town of Dedham

Sponsor: Rep. Paul McMurtry

Summary: This act authorizes the town of Dedham to establish a special Renewable Energy Fund into which would be deposited all money received in connection with the sale of solar renewable energy credits or energy produced by town-owned and operated solar arrays.  See H.3881

	

	Chapter 199 of the Acts of 2016
An Act establishing the Somerville Municipal Job Creation and Retention Trust
Sponsor: Rep. Christine Barber

Summary: This act establishes the Somerville Municipal Job Creation and Retention Trust to assist in the creation and maintenance of employment opportunities within the city for residents. Creates board of trustees composed of 5 to 9 members, including the mayor and president of the board of aldermen as ex-officio members.  See H.3550

	

	Chapter 200 of the Acts of 2016
An Act relative to the temporary use of the Clapp School in the city of Woburn

Sponsor: Sen. Kenneth Donnelly

Summary: This act authorizes the city of Woburn to allow the James L. McKeown Boys and Girls Club of Woburn, Inc. to use the former Clapp elementary school for recreational purposes while a new Boys and Girls Club facility is under construction; a project which is expected to be completed in July, 2017.  See S.2249

	

	Chapter 201 of the Acts of 2016
An Act authorizing the city of Springfield to lease certain land

Sponsor: Rep. Carlos Gonzalez

Summary: This act authorizes the City of Springfield to enter into an agreement with Pioneer Valley Riverfront Club, Inc. for the operation of a community rowing and boating center at North Riverfront Park for a term not to exceed 20 years.  See H.3818

	

	Chapter 203 of the Acts of 2016
An Act authorizing the town of Mendon to return a certain parcel in the town of Mendon to John D. Gannett, Jr. and Ute D. Gannett.

Sponsor: Sen. Ryan Fattman

Summary: This act authorizes the town of Mendon to return a 29.7 acre parcel of land at 131 North Avenue to John and Ute Gannett.  The land was given to the town by Gannett, through the Taft Library Board of Trustees, for the purpose of providing space for either a new library and/or open space or agricultural purposes. The library was built on another parcel of land.  See S.2250

	

	Chapter 205 of the Acts of 2016
An Act authorizing the town of Orleans to amend a certain conservation restriction

Sponsor: Rep. Sarah Peake

Summary: This act authorizes the town board of selectmen and conservation commission to amend a conservation restriction on a parcel of land at 22 Main Street (Snow’s Home and Garden Center.) In exchange for the release of the conservation restriction, the property owner shall pay $200,000 to the town to purchase replacement land for conservation purposes.  See H.4447

	Chapter 206 of the Acts of 2016
An Act authorizing the change of use of certain park land in the town of South Hadley

Sponsor: Rep. John Scibak

Summary: This act authorizes the town of South Hadley to change the use of a certain parcel of land, on Bardwell street and Gaylord street, to be conveyed for use as part of the library premises or as park property.  See H.4379

	

	Chapter 218 of the Acts of 2016
An Act to modernize municipal finance and government

Sponsor: Governor Charles D. Baker

Summary: This 125-page, 253-section law includes numerous reforms to state laws related to municipal finance, human resources practices, administration, and procurement. The original bill was divided by subject matter and assigned to 5 separate legislative committees (Municipalities, Public Service, Revenue, State Administration, and Transportation). Among its provisions, the law allows for expedited competitive bidding for contracts worth up to $50,000 (increased from $10,000). Also included is language allowing municipal governments to enter into joint-powers agreements, and updating state law related to studying doubled-up utility poles. It also allows local governments to create special tax assessment zones for workforce housing, meant to encourage housing creation for middle-income families and individuals. The act includes a measure allowing municipal officials to set speed limits as low as 20 or 25 miles per hour in certain areas.

Municipalities reviewed H.3906.  For conference committee language see H.4565 (general legis.)

	

	Chapter 221 of the Acts of 2016
An Act authorizing the town of Weston to transfer certain land known as Cat Rock

Sponsor: Rep. Alice Peisch

Summary: This act transfers a 64 acre parcel of recreation land to the conservation commission, to be held for both conservation and active and passive recreational uses. Half of the land, 32 acres, would be managed by the recreation commission for active recreational activities.  See H.4507

	

	Chapter 222 of the Acts of 2016
An Act authorizing the town of Weston to transfer certain parcels of land from the recreation commission to the conservation commission

Sponsor: Rep. Alice Peisch

Summary: This act authorizes the town to transfer two parcels of land from the recreation commission to the conservation commission to be held and dedicated for conservation purposes.

One parcel contains approximately 0.3 acres; the other contains 4.7 acres.  See H.4508

	

	Chapter 224 of the Acts of 2016
An Act authorizing the town of Wakefield to exchange a certain parcel of land

Sponsor: Rep. Paul Brodeur

Summary: This act authorizes the town of Wakefield to convey to Elias Anjim 1.31 acres, more or less, in exchange for approximately 4.18 acres, provided that the land shall be held by its conservation commission as conservation land. See H.3629

	

	Chapter 225 of the Acts of 2016
An Act authorizing the sale of certain real property known as 233 Quincy Street in Springfield, from the City of Springfield to Habitat for Humanity

Sponsor: Rep. Benjamin Swan

Summary: This act exempts the city of Springfield from the uniform procurement law to facilitate the sale of an approximately 8,840 square foot parcel of land to the non-profit organization Habitat for Humanity for $3,000. The property, located at 233 Quincy Street in Springfield, was taken by the city in 2009 due to the former owner’s failure to pay taxes.    See H.3562

	

	Chapter 227 of the Acts of 2016
An Act authorizing the conveyance of certain property in the town of Salisbury

Sponsor: Sen. Kathleen O’Connor Ives

Summary: This act exempts the town from the uniform procurement law and authorizes the town to convey 12,150 square feet of land located at 50 Dock Lane back to the current owner, Mr. Kenneth Paulovic, so that he will have clear title to the property.  The town took the property from a previous owner but did not use it for sewer purposes.  See S.1095

	

	Chapter 230 of the Acts of 2016
An Act authorizing the city of Springfield to convert certain park land at Emerson Wight Park

Sponsor: Rep. Carlos Gonzalez

Summary: This act authorizes the city to convert 0.42 acres of Emerson Wight Park for the construction and maintenance of cul-de-sacs at the end of Rutledge Ave. and Wendell Place, and 0.56 acres of Emerson Wight Park to construct a Community Center, to be maintained and controlled by the Springfield Park Commission. The city will acquire and dedicate approximately 1.36 acres of replacement land to become part of Emerson Wight Park.  See H.4302

	

	Chapter 231 of the Acts of 2016
An Act authorizing the City of Springfield to transfer a portion of park land at Ruth Elizabeth Park for traffic improvement use
Sponsor: Rep. Benjamin Swan

Summary: This act authorizes the City of Springfield to convert approximately 2,352 square feet of park land for traffic improvements to Hickory Street, including two-way traffic and installation of sidewalks, for safer pedestrian access and vehicular access. The city will provide nearly 1 acre of replacement park land as compensation.  See H.4564

	

	Chapter 243 of the Acts of 2016
An Act authorizing the city of Holyoke to establish a program for enforcement against illegal dumping

Sponsor: Rep. Aaron Vega

Summary: This act makes it illegal for any person to dump, throw, etc. any garbage, debris, old furniture, appliances, household items, etc. on or near any road in the city, and to issue citations for violations. The city would keep all fines and penalties collected, and a special fund would be used to pay the cost of removing dumped material from properties subject to the act.  See H.4262

	

	Chapter 244 of the Acts of 2016
An Act relative to use of a parcel of land in the city of Woburn for recreational purposes

Sponsor: Rep. James Dwyer

Summary: This act grants the Woburn recreation commission custody and control of the Hurld elementary school and surrounding fields to be used for limited active or passive recreational uses. After a new elementary school is completed, the care, custody and control of the land will be transferred to the recreation commission, pending a vote by the school committee.  See H.3957

	

	Chapter 258 of the Acts of 2016
An Act authorizing the town of Westport to indemnify the payment of certain medical expenses for a retired firefighter

Sponsor: Sen. Michael Rodrigues

Summary: This act authorizes the town to indemnify Steve Lopes for all co-payments and reasonable medical expenses incurred after his retirement for injuries sustained while in the line of duty. This will allow the town to pay expenses that are not covered by insurance.  See S.2086

	

	Chapter 263 of the Acts of 2016
An Act relative to the town administrator in the town of Hingham

Sponsor: Rep. Garrett Bradley

Summary: This act codifies best practices for the town administrator adopted by town meeting in 2015. Adds language requiring the board of selectmen to enter into a contract with the town administrator, places responsibility for civil service hiring in the fire department for firefighters and EMTs with the town administrator, and allows the board of selectmen to hire an interim town administrator. The fire chief would still be chosen by the board of selectmen.  See H.4316

	

	Chapter 268 of the Acts of 2016
An Act establishing a four-year term for the office of mayor in the city known as the town of West Springfield

Sponsor: Rep. Michael Finn

Summary: This act amends the town charter to provide that the mayor shall serve a four-year term. It also extends from 15 to 39 months the time within which a vacancy in the office of mayor shall be filled by special election. The act requires voter acceptance to take effect.  See H.4433

	

	Chapter 269 of the Acts of 2016
An Act authorizing the town of Becket to establish a parks and recreation committee

Sponsor: Sen. Benjamin Downing

Summary: This act amends previous special acts by replacing the separate parks commission and recreation committee with a single parks and recreation committee to be appointed by the board of selectmen.  See S.2085

	

	Chapter 271 of the Acts of 2016
An Act relative to the procedure for municipal acceptance of subdivision roads in the town of Natick

Sponsor: Rep. David Linsky

Summary: This act establishes a process for Natick to accept roads that are part of a subdivision. The town notifies property owners of a public hearing to determine whether the road(s) should be accepted as a public way. If a majority of the selectmen and 2/3rds of town meeting accepts, the order would be recorded within 60 days and the town given easements on the roads shown on the subdivision plan, and ownership of drainage, pipes, access, and utility easements.  See H.4446

	

	Chapter 273 of the Acts of 2016
An Act relative to the town of Mattapoisett general by-laws

Sponsor: Rep. William Straus

Summary: This act exempts the town from any general or special law to the contrary by providing that any addition, amendment, modification, or deletion to the Mattapoisett General Bylaws shall require a two-thirds majority vote of Town Meeting, rather than a simple majority.  See H.3924

	

	Chapter 281 of the Acts of 2016
An Act making a corrective change for a certain reserve fund in the town of Hingham

Sponsor: Rep. Garrett Bradley

Summary: This act clarifies the process by which the Hingham reserve fund is established, funded and utilized. The school committee may establish the reserve fund and use money from the fund without further appropriation to pay for unanticipated, unbudgeted or extraordinary costs of special education tuition and transportation. See H.4051

	

	Chapter 284 of the Acts of 2016
An Act creating a department of municipal finance in the town of Carver under the direction of a finance director

Sponsor: Sen. Marc Pacheco

Summary: This act creates a department of municipal finance to coordinate all town financial functions under an appointed finance director. The department includes the town accountant, treasurer-collector, and assessors, which would continue to exercise its responsibilities. The town may assign additional powers, duties and responsibilities to the department.  See S.2460

	

	Chapter 285 of the Acts of 2016
An Act relative to certain charges and fees in the town of Charlton

Sponsor: Sen. Anne Gobi

Summary: This act authorizes the town to impose liens on properties that fail to pay their water bills, even if the water service is provided by the neighboring town of Southbridge.  See S.2068

	

	Chapter 288 of the Acts of 2016
An Act creating the Hampden County Commission on the Status of Women and Girls

Sponsor: Sen. Anne Gobi

Summary: This act establishes a regional commission on the status of women and girls who reside in Hampden County, to consist of 9 members appointed by the Massachusetts Commission on the Status of Women from a diverse pool of applicants living in that county, after consulting with women’s organizations and following an open application and nomination process.  See S.1080

	

	Chapter 303 of the Acts of 2016
An Act authorizing the town of Dennis to establish a landfill solar special revenue fund
Sponsor: Rep. Timothy Whelan 

Summary: This act authorizes the town to establish a special fund into which would be deposited all revenue generated or collected by the town from a lease and electricity purchase agreement, worth approximately $600,000 per year. The town, working with the Cape and Vineyard Electric Cooperative, entered into an lease/power purchase agreement with American Capital Energy to install and operate a 6 Megawatt solar energy facility on the town landfill cap. See H.4412

	

	Chapter 304 of the Acts of 2016
An Act relative to a municipal employee in the town of Lee, the town of Lenox, or the town of Stockbridge acting in relation to an intermunicipal agreement
Sponsor: Rep. William “Smitty” Pignatelli
Summary: The intent of this act is to authorize the towns of Lee, Lenox and Stockbridge to share a single town administrator (or any other town employee), with the cost of salary and benefits shared among the 3 municipalities. The details would be spelled out in an intermunicipal agreement which would be approved by the boards of selectmen in each community.  See H.4598

	

	Chapter 305 of the Acts of 2016
An Act establishing a year-round market rate rental housing trust fund in the town of Provincetown
Sponsor: Rep. Sarah Peake 

Summary: This act establishes a year-round market rate rental housing trust to support the development and retention of rental housing for use by residents who cannot afford the higher summer seasonal rental rates. The trust would be administered by a 5-member board.  See H.3742

	

	Chapter 306 of the Acts of 2016
An Act authorizing the town of Orleans to lease a certain parcel of land
Sponsor: Rep. Sarah Peake. 

Summary: This act authorizes the town to lease a portion of the former American Legion property, located at 139 Main Street, to the Orleans Historical Society, for a period not to exceed 99 years, on such terms as the board of selectmen deems appropriate.  See H.3664

	

	Chapter 311 of the Acts of 2016
An Act changing the membership of the old and historic district commission of… Marblehead and lengthening the commission’s determination period for a certificate of appropriateness
Sponsor: Rep. Lori Ehrlich
Summary: This act authorize the Board of Selectmen to appoint no more than one member of the Old and Historic Districts Commission from outside of an historic district. The bill also increases from 10 to 21 days after the filing of an application for a certificate of appropriateness, the time within which the commission (after a hearing) shall determine the estates deemed by it to be materially affected by such application. See H.4380

	

	Chapter 312 of the Acts of 2016
An Act relative to the charter of the city of Chelsea
Sponsor: Rep. Daniel Ryan 

Summary: This act amends the latest version of the charter, following recommendations made by a Charter Review Committee. It updates sections of the charter dealing with vacancies, appointments, administrative orders, traffic and parking, and eliminates obsolete language. See H.3569

	

	Chapter 319 of the Acts of 2016
An Act amending the charter of the town of Wareham relative to the time of town meeting
Sponsor: Sen. Marc Pacheco
Summary: This act streamlines the language which governs the frequency and timing of town meetings in Wareham. The town meeting would meet “not less than” twice in each calendar year. The first meeting would be held in April; the second during the last four months of the year. The board of selectmen may call other town meetings if necessary.  See S.2483

	

	Chapter 322 of the Acts of 2016
An Act relative to the membership of the conservation commission of the town of Sturbridge
Sponsor: Sen. Anne Gobi
Summary: This act authorizes the town administrator of Sturbridge to appoint up to 2 alternate members of the conservation commission to serve staggered terms of up to 3 years each. See S.2355

	

	Chapter 340 of the Acts of 2016
An Act relative to municipal contracts in the city of Somerville
Sponsor: Sen. Patricia Jehlen
Summary: This act amends the Somerville city charter by adding language stating that all contracts made by any city department, board or commission shall comply with Section 17 of Chapter 30B (contracts worth $10,000 or more must be in writing), require the signature of the mayor and the head of the department, board or commission making the contract, and may require additional signatures under applicable city ordinances.  See S.2225

	

	Chapter 351 of the Acts of 2016
An Act relative to the cultivation of marijuana and marihuana
Sponsor: Rep. Thomas Calter 

Summary: This act excludes the growing of marijuana from the agricultural zoning exemption to allow local regulation, delays implementation of a portion of the recreational marijuana law, and requires the Department of Public Health to conduct a baseline study of marijuana use which examines various aspects of the new law.  See H.4186 (history H.4326 > S.2524) (general legis.)

	

	Chapter 352 of the Acts of 2016
An Act relative to snow removal penalties in the city of Boston
Sponsor: Rep. Daniel Hunt 

Summary: This act allows the city of Boston to impose fines of up to $1,500 on anyone who removes snow, slush or ice from any property and places it upon a public way, and to fine up to $1,500 any owner of a building with more than 6 residential units, estate or land located next to a sidewalk or ramp who fails to remove snow, slush or ice from sidewalks or ramps in accordance with the city's ordinances. Also exempts the city from contrary state laws.  See H.3326

	Chapter 353 of the Acts of 2016
An Act authorizing assessment of sewer betterments and privilege fees in the town of Salisbury

Sponsor: Sen. Kathleen O’Connor Ives

Summary: This act gives the town of Salisbury flexibility in determining assessments or user fees for current and future sewer projects. It authorizes the sewer commissioners to determine the amounts assessed using a uniform unit method, and to determine what types of properties will be subject to the sewer assessments or fees.  See S.2481

	

	Chapter 355 of the Acts of 2016
An Act facilitating urban redevelopment in the city of Quincy
Sponsor: Rep. Ronald Mariano 

Summary: This act amends a 2011 special act to further facilitate urban renewal projects in downtown Quincy, so that the law can apply to any such agreement and designated redeveloper, rather than the original agreement and redeveloper. The urban renewal project includes construction of two new parking garages, a new park, infrastructure improvements, new residential and commercial space, a hotel, and related improvements.  See H.4739

	

	Chapter 356 of the Acts of 2016
An Act authorizing the city of Everett to establish a linkage fee revolving fund
Sponsor: Rep. Joseph McGonagle 

Summary: This act authorizes the city of Everett to establish a linkage fee revolving fund to pay for the maintenance of streets, parks and public recreational facilities within the city. The fee would be charged to developers who are constructing, enlarging, substantially rehabilitating or changing the use of nonresidential developments or large rental properties.  See H.3828

	

	Chapter 358 of the Acts of 2016
An Act authorizing the town of Plymouth to establish an environmental affairs fund

Sponsor: Rep. Mathew Muratore 

Summary: This act establishes an “Environmental Affairs Fund” for the town.  Fifty percent of the revenues from renewable energy payments-in-lieu-of-taxes agreements shall be placed in the General Fund and 50% into the Environmental Affairs Fund. Any income derived from the investment or reinvestment of the special fund shall become part of the special fund. Town meeting could appropriate money from the fund to pay costs related to environmental projects.  See H.4375

	

	Chapter 359 of the Acts of 2016
An Act relative to the interest rate on sewer assessments in the town of Stoughton

Sponsor: Rep. Louis Kafka 

Summary: This act amends previous special acts by lowering the interest rate on assessments from 10% to either 5% or, if the town chooses, a rate equal to 2 percent above the rate of interest chargeable to the town for the betterment project to which the assessment relates. It also changes the interest rate for abatement requests.  If the person has already paid the assessment, and the amount is abated, then they would receive a refund.  See H.3268

	

	Chapter 361 of the Acts of 2016
An Act amending the charter of the city known as the town of Greenfield
Sponsor: Rep. Paul Mark 

Summary: This act amends the charter to provide that if the Town Council sets an annual salary by ordinance, the salary change shall not take effect until 4 years from the date of its passage, rather than 3. It also authorizes the public safety commission to elect annually a chairperson, vice chairperson and a secretary who shall keep records of its meetings.  See H.4003

	

	Chapter 362 of the Acts of 2016
An Act amending the charter of the town of Nantucket relative to newspaper publication of town meeting warrants 

Sponsor: Rep. Timothy Madden
Summary: This act amends current law by inserting language requiring the Board of Selectmen of Nantucket to publish notice of the issuance of every town meeting warrant in a newspaper of general circulation within the town promptly after such issuance of the warrant.  See H.4318

	

	Chapter 369 of the Acts of 2016
An Act establishing an appointed highway superintendent in the town of Plympton
Sponsor: Rep. Thomas Calter 

Summary: This act provides for a highway superintendent to be appointed by the board of selectmen. The superintendent would either be appointed to serve at the discretion of the selectmen, or for a specified term not to exceed three years. The selectmen could remove the superintendent for cause after a hearing. The selectmen would appoint or remove personnel, but the superintendent would retain all other powers and duties provided under state law and town bylaws.  See H.4531

	

	Chapter 379 of the Acts of 2016
An Act relative to the position of appointed collector in the town of Northfield
Sponsor: Rep. Paul Mark 

Summary: This act provides for the town collector to be appointed by the board of selectmen, which may also remove the collector. The person would have the same powers, duties and responsibilities of collectors as provided by law. The selectmen may enter into an employment contract with the collector to establish salary, benefits and other conditions of employment.  See H.4583

	

	Chapter 381 of the Acts of 2016
An Act establishing an arts, culture and tourism promotion fund in the city of New Bedford
Sponsor: Sen. Mark Montigny

Summary: This act authorizes the city to create a special fund to promote art, culture, and tourism, to be known as the Arts, Culture and Tourism Promotion Fund. The city shall annually deposit not more than 50 percent of the local room occupancy tax revenue into the fund, which is capped at $100,000 for the first year, with future amounts adjusted annually based upon the prior year’s average consumer price index. Regular financial reports would be filed each year. See S.2500

	

	Chapter 382 of the Acts of 2016
An Act relative to the appointment of assistant city clerks in the city of Gardner
Sponsor: Sen. Jennifer Flanagan
Summary: This act authorizes the city to establish, by ordinance, two assistant city clerk positions instead of one, as allowed under existing law. The city would prescribe the manner by which the two assistant clerks are to be appointed, their compensation, and powers and duties.  See S.2002

	

	Chapter 384 of the Acts of 2016
An Act ratifying certain bylaws in the town of Easton

Sponsor: Rep. Claire Cronin 

Summary: This act authorizes the new town clerk of Easton to submit to the attorney general’s office 70 bylaws that were approved by town meeting dating back to January 1, 2009. The attorney general shall review the bylaws as if they had been submitted in a timely manner. If the attorney general approves the bylaws, or 90 days lapse without action, then the bylaws shall be ratified. Under this act a zoning bylaw would take effect on the date it was originally approved by town meeting, and a general bylaw would take effect 90 days after the town meeting vote.  See H.4738

	

	Chapter 385 of the Acts of 2016
An Act relative to the charter of the town of Plymouth

Sponsor: Rep. Mathew Muratore 

Summary: This act makes several changes to the town charter addressing issues related to the town moderator procedures, qualifications of the director of public works, eliminating references to a Development and Industrial Commission, allowed outside activities of representative town meeting members and officials who are elected town-wide, and changing the date of the regular town election from the second Saturday in May to the third Saturday in May of each year. See H.3968

	

	Chapter 386 of the Acts of 2016
An Act establishing an appointed town clerk in the town of West Boylston

Sponsor: Rep. James O’Day 

Summary: This act changes the elected position of town clerk to one that is appointed by the town administrator, who could also remove the clerk. Any vacancies in the office would be filled in the same manner. After the elected office is abolished, the incumbent town clerk will continue to serve in that position until the town administrator appoints a successor.  See H.4761

	

	Chapter 387 of the Acts of 2016
An Act relative to the issuance of certain bonds by the town of Pembroke 

Sponsor: Rep. Josh Cutler 

Summary: This act authorizes the town of Pembroke to borrow $820,000 for construction of a sidewalk on Hobomock Street. The bond issuance was approved by town meeting. Special legislation is required because the town wants to repay the bonds over 20 years, exclusive of any temporary notes that may be issued in anticipation of such bonds.  See H.4346

	

	Chapter 389 of the Acts of 2016
An Act relative to the treasurer of the town of Northfield

Sponsor: Rep. Paul Mark 

Summary: This act authorizes the board of selectmen to appoint (and remove) the treasurer. The board of selectmen may enter into an employment contract with the treasurer to establish salary, benefits and other conditions of employment. The current elected treasurer shall continue to hold the office until the expiration of their term of office, unless the person leaves sooner.  See H.4526

	

	Chapter 392 of the Acts of 2016
An Act relative to the selection of schoolcommitteepersons in the city known as the town of Agawam
Sponsor: Sen. Donald Humason
Summary: This act amends the charter by providing for vacancies within the first 18 months of the school committeeperson’s term of office to be filled with the person who was defeated at the last election but received the highest number of votes. Act requires voter acceptance.  See S.2397

	

	Chapter 403 of the Acts of 2016
An Act creating a municipal services facility mitigation fund for the town of Andover
Sponsor: Sen. Barbara L’Italien
Summary: This act authorizes the town to create a special fund in which to keep revenue generated from the sale or lease of the former Town Yard (department of public works facility), tax revenues from future development, and permit and application fees, would be kept in the special account, which could be used to pay off bonds or other expenses related to the acquisition, maintenance and operation of the new municipal services facility.  See S.2511

	

	Chapter 409 of the Acts of 2016
An Act relative to the charter of the town of Westborough

Sponsor: Rep. Danielle Gregoire 

Summary: This act makes a number of changes to the Westborough town charter, mostly technical and corrective in nature. Subject matter includes town meeting procedures, personnel, powers and duties, the budget process, and numerous corrections and updates.  See H.4411

	

	Chapter 411 of the Acts of 2016
An Act establishing a Hampshire-Franklin Commission on the Status of Women

Sponsor: Rep. Ellen Story 

Summary: This act establishes a regional commission on the status of women who reside in Hampshire and Franklin Counties, to consist of nine members appointed by the Mass. Commission on the Status of Women from a diverse pool of applicants living in those counties, after consulting with women’s organizations and an open application and nomination process.  See H.1867

	

	Chapter 429 of the Acts of 2016
An Act relative to the membership of representative town meeting in the town of Framingham

Sponsor: Rep. Christopher Walsh 

Summary: This act amends previous special acts by reducing the number of town meeting members elected in each precinct from 12 to 9 over a three-year period. Members would continue to serve three-year terms. The total number of town meeting members will be 162.  See H.4744

	

	Chapter 430 of the Acts of 2016

An Act establishing a quorum for town meeting in the town of Framingham

Sponsor: Rep. Christopher Walsh 

Summary: This act amends the 1949 special act by changing the quorum from 80 to a simple majority of those serving as town meeting members, or 82 out of 162.  See H.4745

	

	Chapter 431 of the Acts of 2016
An Act providing for employment contracts for appointed municipal assessors, treasurers and collectors

Sponsor: Rep. Paul Donato 

Summary: This act amends the current state law, Section 108N of Chapter 41, by adding municipal assessors, treasurers and collectors to the list of local officials who may have an employment contract established with the city or town that employs them.  See H.1832 (general legislation)

	

	Chapter 439 of the Acts of 2016
An Act authorizing the Silver Lake Regional School District to convey a certain parcel of land to the town of Kingston
Sponsor: Rep. Thomas Calter 

Summary: This act authorizes the Silver Lake Regional School District  to convey about 5 acres of land to the town of Kingston for a new police station. The conveyance would be subject to negotiation and terms agreed upon by both the district’s school committee and the Kingston board of selectmen. Would still require town meeting approval.  See H.4555

	

	Chapter 445 of the Acts of 2016
An Act relative to the charter of the town of Abington

Sponsor: Sen. John Keenan

Summary: This act amends the charter by repealing outdated language and adding new language on the subjects of town meeting warrant articles, elections, town manager, administrative functions, fiscal procedures, and other general provisions. It also changes the parks and recreation commission and board of trustees of veterans’ memorials from elected to appointed. The act provides for voter acceptance of the charter changes at the April 30, 2016 municipal election.  Voters approved the changes at that election by a vote of 737-451. This act took effect as of April 29, 2016.  See S.2496

	

	Chapter 452 of the Acts of 2016
An Act relative to change the town lines between the towns of Aquinnah and Chilmark

Sponsor: Rep. Timothy Madden 

Summary: This act establishes a new boundary line between the towns of Chilmark and Aquinnah on Martha’s Vineyard. The current town line runs directly through several fishing shacks along Menemsha Harbor and causes confusion as it relates to ownership status and assessment of property values. Voters in each town have approved the proposed change and an act of the Legislature is required to make the new town boundary line official.  See H.4372


Disposition of Bills Received by Committee

 2015-2016

	Bill #
	Sponsor
	Title
	Action
	Law ?

	H.424
	Rep. Peter Kocot
	An Act supporting municipal fiscal stability through a special education stabilization fund (H.1831 / S.1089)
	see H.4606
	

	H.770
	Rep. RoseLee Vincent
	An Act to prohibit licensing by the DEP at the Wheelabrator facility in the town of Saugus
	Favorable
	

	H.771
	Rep. RoseLee Vincent
	An Act relative to the licensing of a certain facility by the Department of Environmental Protection
	Favorable
	

	H.1825
	Rep. Bruce Ayers
	An Act to hold property owners accountable for recurring public nuisance   See H.4115
	Favorable
	

	H.1826
	Rep. Garrett Bradley
	An Act relative to protecting puppies and kittens (S.1103)
	see H.4606
	

	H.1827
	Rep. Michael Brady
	An Act establishing the Plymouth County government
	see H.4606
	

	H.1828
	Rep. Antonio Cabral
	An Act regarding revenue sharing with cities and towns
	see H.4606
	

	H.1829
	Rep. Thomas Calter
	An Act establishing a community safe school fund
	Favorable
	

	H.1830
	Rep. James Cantwell
	An Act relative to municipal use of insurance proceeds (similar to H.1862)
	Favorable
	

	H.1831
	Rep. Michael Day
	An Act supporting municipal fiscal stability through a special education stabilization fund  (S.1089 and H.424)
	Favorable
	

	H.1832
	Rep. Paul Donato
	An Act providing for employment contracts for appointed municipal assessors, treasurers and collectors
	Favorable
	Ch. 431 of 2016

	H.1833
	Rep. Paul Donato
	An Act relative to the powers and duties of cities and towns
	see H.4606
	

	H.1834
	Rep. Carolyn Dykema
	An Act relative to community regional impact between neighboring towns (by request)
	see H.4606
	

	H.1835
	Rep. Kimberly Ferguson
	An Act relative to regional stabilization funds (identical to H.1878 and S.1082)
	Favorable
	

	H.1836
	Rep. Ann-Margaret Ferrante
	An Act relative to zoning
	see H.4606
	

	H.1837
	Rep. Sean Garballey
	An Act relative to flood storage
	see H.4606
	

	H.1838
	Rep. Susan Williams Gifford
	An Act relative to zoning and solar farms
	see H.4606
	

	H.1839
	Rep. Jonathan Hecht
	An Act to ensure adequate handicapped parking
	Favorable
	

	H.1840
	Rep. Jonathan Hecht
	An Act to update the public shade tree law
	Favorable
	

	H.1841
	Rep. Kevin Honan
	An Act to clarify site plan review
	see H.4606
	

	H.1842
	Rep. Kevin Honan
	An Act reducing impervious surfaces
	see H.4606
	

	H.1843
	Rep. Kevin Honan
	An Act to promote open space residential development
	see H.4606
	

	H.1844
	Rep. Kevin Honan
	An Act to establish commonsense permitting reforms for businesses and landowners
	Favorable
	

	H.1845
	Rep. Steven Howitt
	An Act creating a commission to study the effects of unfunded mandates on municipalities (identical to S.1096)
	Favorable
	

	H.1846
	Rep. Steven Howitt
	An Act authorizing the long term lease of the former Anawan school in the town of Rehoboth (technically re-file but no action taken last session due to late referral)
	Favorable
	Ch. 71 of 2015

	H.1847
	Rep. Bradley Jones
	An Act to support the equitable utilization of third party consultants in land use determinations (identical to S.1102) 
	see H.4606
	

	H.1848
	Rep. Louis Kafka
	An Act to ensure adequate care of animals in cities and towns
	see H.4606
	

	H.1849
	Rep. Jay Kaufman
	An Act to promote municipal collaboration and regionalization throughout the Commonwealth (identical to S.1077)
	see H.4606
	

	H.1850
	Rep. Robert Koczera
	An Act relative to subdivision plans
	see H.4606
	

	H.1851
	Rep. Stephen Kulik
	An Act relating to the issuance of temporary notes by cities, towns and districts
	Favorable
	

	H.1852
	Rep. Stephen Kulik
	An Act relative to streamlining municipal finance (identical to S.1068)
	Favorable
	

	H.1853
	Rep. Stephen Kulik
	An Act authorizing the Turners Falls Fire District to establish certain funds
	Favorable
	Ch. 170 of 2015

	H.1854
	Rep. Kevin Kuros
	An Act extending municipal bonding terms for local infrastructure development programs
	Favorable
	

	H.1855
	Rep. David Linsky
	An Act relative to parking advancements for the revitalization of communities (PARC) Identical to S.1094.
	Favorable
	

	H.1856
	Rep. Marc Lombardo
	An Act relative to sanctuary cities and towns   (Public Safety bill last session)
	see H.4606
	

	H.1857
	Rep. James Lyons
	An Act to allow municipalities to exempt small projects from the prevailing wage law
	see H.4606
	

	H.1858
	Rep. Timothy Madden
	An Act relative to the Nantucket Memorial Airport Fuel Revolving Account
	Favorable
	Ch. 116 of 2016

	H.1859
	Rep. Timothy Madden
	An Act relative to the Community Preservation Committee in the town of Nantucket
	Favorable
	

	H.1860
	Rep. Harold Naughton
	An Act relative to vacant and abandoned property in the Commonwealth (Similar: S.1090)
	Favorable
	

	H.1861
	Rep. Alice Peisch
	An Act relative to handicap automobile licenses or placards
	Favorable
	

	H.1862
	Rep. Alice Peisch
	An Act relative to the approval of town insurance appropriations (similar to H.1830)
	Favorable
	

	H.1863
	Rep. Denise Provost
	An Act relative to authorizing governmental bodies and other approved parties to use shared legal representation and consultants in matters of common interest
	Favorable
	

	H.1864
	Rep. David Rogers
	An Act relative to the effective enforcement of municipal ordinances and bylaws (identical to S.1076 heard on 6/16/15)
	Favorable
	

	H.1865
	Rep. David Rogers
	An Act protecting abandoned animals in vacant properties (identical to S.1072)
	see H.4606
	

	H.1866
	Rep. David Rogers
	An Act strengthening the enforcement of certain dog laws (identical to S.1085)
	Favorable
	

	H.1867
	Rep. Ellen Story
	An Act establishing a Hampshire-Franklin Commission on the Status of Women
	Favorable
	Ch. 411 of 2016

	H.1868
	Rep. William Straus
	An Act promoting smart growth via cluster development
	see H.4606
	

	H.1869
	Rep. Benjamin Swan
	An Act relative to the sale and storage of goods in public ways in the city of Springfield
	Favorable
	

	H.1870
	Rep. Walter Timilty
	An Act limiting time period parking lots can remain open
	see H.4606
	

	H.1871
	Rep. Paul Tucker
	An Act relative to the South Essex Sewerage District in the city of Salem
	Favorable
	

	H.1872
	Rep. Aaron Vega
	An Act relative to unpaid sewer use charges in the city of Holyoke
	Favorable
	

	H.1873
	Rep. David Vieira
	An Act relative to the maintenance of private roads, beaches and amenities in municipalities - Identical to H.1877; Similar to S.1113
	see H.4606
	

	H.1874
	Rep. Joseph Wagner
	An Act extending certain permits
	Favorable
	

	H.1875
	Rep. Chris Walsh
	An Act to amend Section 1A, Chapter 40A of the General Laws relative to Zoning
	see H.4606
	

	H.1876
	Rep. Timothy Whelan
	An Act to protect residential building lots
	Favorable
	

	H.1877
	Rep. Timothy Whelan
	An Act relative to the maintenance of private roads, beaches and amenities in municipalities - Identical to H.1873; Similar to S.1113
	see H.4606
	

	H.1878
	Rep. Timothy Whelan
	An Act relative to regional stabilization funds (identical to H.1835 and S.1082)
	Favorable
	

	H.1879
	Rep. Jonathan Zlotnik
	An Act to allow municipalities to invest in credit unions
	Favorable
	

	H.2957
	Rep. Thomas Calter
	An Act relative to the maintenance of private roads, bridges, and amenities in municipalities (identical to S.1113; similar to H.1873 and H.1877)
	see H.4606
	

	H.3194
	Rep. Steven Ultrino
	An Act amending the composition of the Stadium and Athletic Field Commission in the city of Malden
	Favorable
	Ch. 33 of 2015

	H.3195
	Rep. Chris Walsh
	An Act amending Framingham Representative Town Meeting Act of 1949
	Favorable
	Ch. 63 of 2016

	H.3206
	Rep. Robert DeLeo
	An Act authorizing the city of Revere to pay a certain sum of money to Cynthia A. Penta
	Favorable
	Ch. 23 of 2015

	H.3266
	Rep. Bruce Ayers
	An Act relative to puppy mills
	see H.4606
	

	H.3267
	Rep. Bradley Jones
	An Act authorizing the town of North Reading to use certain conservation land for public way purposes
	Favorable
	Ch. 62 of 2015

	H.3268
	Rep. Louis Kafka
	An Act relative to the interest rate on sewer assessments in the town of Stoughton    (see H.3561)
	Favorable
	Ch. 359 of 2016

	H.3269
	Rep. Paul McMurtry
	An Act relative to the town manager in the town of Dedham
	Favorable
	Ch. 85 of 2015

	H.3325
	Rep. Josh Cutler
	An Act relative to an affordable housing trust in the town of Duxbury   (H.3572 identical)
	Favorable
	Ch. 171 of 2015

	H.3326
	Rep. Daniel Hunt
	An Act relative to snow removal penalties in the city of Boston
	Favorable
	Ch. 352 of 2016

	H.3327
	Rep. Aaron Michlewitz
	An Act changing the name of the State-Boston Retirement System / H.3363 > H.3612
	Favorable
	Ch. 86 of 2015

	H.3328
	Rep. Aaron Vega
	An Act establishing an appointed treasurer for the city of Holyoke - see H.3734
	Favorable
	Ch. 92 of 2015

	H.3329
	Rep. Aaron Vega
	An Act reducing the size of the city council of the city of Holyoke
	Favorable
	Ch. 89 of 2015

	H.3343
	Rep. Josh Cutler
	Amending the Act Providing for a Town Manager in the Town of Duxbury
	Favorable
	Ch. 4 of 2016

	H.3344
	Rep. Paul Tucker
	Relative to the composition of the Salem Board of Health
	Favorable
	Ch. 196 of 2016

	H.3356
	Rep. Bradford Hill
	An Act authorizing the town of Wenham to pay a certain unpaid bill (accompanies S.1918)
	Favorable
	

	H.3360
	Rep. Angelo D'Emilia
	An Act authorizing the city known as the town of Bridgewater to lease certain property to the Bridgewater Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 2125, Inc.
	Favorable
	Ch. 75 of 2015

	H.3361
	Rep. John Fernandes
	An Act relative to the taking of property by the Medway Redevelopment Authority
	Favorable
	Ch. 140 of 2015

	H.3462
	Rep. John Fernandes
	An Act relative to direct deposit of employee compensation
	see H.4606
	

	H.3463
	Rep. Gloria Fox
	An Act establishing an Eastern Regional Commission on the Status of Women and Girls
	Favorable
	

	H.3464
	Rep. Thomas Stanley
	An Act enhancing the utilization of certain mitigation funds
	see H.4606
	

	H.3550
	Rep. Christine Barber
	An act establishing the Somerville Municipal Job Creation and Retention Trust
	Favorable
	Ch. 199 of 2016

	H.3555
	Rep. Aaron Vega
	An Act dissolving the Geriatric Authority of Holyoke  (see H.3681)
	Favorable
	

	H.3557
	Rep. Aaron Vega
	An Act establishing four-year term for … city councilor of the city of Holyoke (see H.3680)
	Favorable
	Ch. 90 of 2015

	H.3558
	Rep. Aaron Vega
	An Act establishing a four year term for the office of mayor of the city of Holyoke
	Favorable
	Ch. 91 of 2015

	H.3562
	Rep. Benjamin Swan
	An Act authorizing the sale of certain real property known as 233 Quincy Street in Springfield, from the city of Springfield to Habitat for Humanity  (See H.3948)
	Favorable
	Ch. 225 of 2016

	H.3563
	Rep. Ruth Balser
	An Act relative to the charter of the city of Newton / S.1985 > Gov message H.3752
	Favorable
	Ch. 87 of 2015

	H.3564
	Rep. Randy Hunt
	An Act establishing a beach restoration fund in the town of Sandwich
	Favorable
	

	H.3565
	Rep. Jonathan Zlotnik
	An Act establishing the Williams-Rockwell educational gift fund in the city of Gardner
	Favorable
	Ch. 155 of 2015

	H.3568
	Rep. Geoff Diehl
	An Act relative to the charter of … Abington creating a department of public works
	Favorable
	

	H.3569
	Rep. Daniel Ryan
	An Act relative to the charter of the city of Chelsea
	Favorable
	

	H.3572
	Rep. Josh Cutler
	An Act relative to an affordable housing trust in the town of Duxbury   (H.3325 identical)
	see H.4606
	

	H.3573
	Rep. Patricia Haddad
	An Act increasing the expenditure limit of the Fire Department Emergency Medical Services Revolving Fund in the town of Somerset
	Favorable
	Ch. 97 of 2015

	H.3582
	Rep. Jay Barrows
	An Act relative to the town of Foxborough - clarifying powers of certain officers, boards
	Favorable
	Ch. 114 of 2016

	H.3583
	Rep. Sarah Peake
	An Act … Provincetown charter-addtl alternate board of health member (see H.3682)
	Favorable
	Ch. 147 of 2015

	H.3584
	Rep. Sarah Peake
	An Act … Provincetown charter-addtl alternate planning board member (see H.3682)
	see H.3583
	

	H.3585
	Rep. Sarah Peake
	Amending Provincetown charter-changing residency requirement for certain officials
	Favorable
	Ch. 84 of 2015

	H.3595
	Rep. Louis Kafka
	An Act relative to certain property tax assessments in the town of Sharon
	Favorable
	Ch. 108 of 2016

	H.3599
	Rep. James Cantwell
	An Act authorizing the town of Scituate to convey certain land
	Favorable
	Ch. 26 of 2016

	H.3600
	Rep. Frank Moran
	An Act relative to certain elections by the city council in the city of Lawrence
	Favorable
	Ch. 23 of 2016

	H.3601
	Rep. Frank Moran
	An Act relative to members of the city council in the city of Lawrence
	Favorable
	Ch. 22 of 2016

	H.3602
	Rep. Frank Moran
	An Act relative to the standing committee on housing for the city of Lawrence
	Favorable
	Ch. 24 of 2016

	H.3603
	Rep. Frank Moran
	An Act relative to publication and public hearing requirements for proposed ordinances in the city of Lawrence
	Favorable
	Ch. 25 of 2016

	H.3604
	Rep. Frank Moran
	An Act relative to the school committee for the city of Lawrence
	Favorable
	Ch. 45 of 2016

	H.3618
	Rep. Timothy Madden
	An Act further amending the composition of the Nantucket Historic District Commission
	Favorable
	Ch. 2 of 2016

	H.3619
	Rep. Timothy Madden
	An Act relative to the department of public works in the town of Tisbury
	Favorable
	Ch. 93 of 2015

	H.3629
	Rep. Paul Brodeur
	An Act authorizing the town of Wakefield to exchange a certain parcel of land
	Favorable
	Ch. 224 of 2016

	H.3630
	Rep. Denise Garlick
	An Act amending the Needham town charter - elect town moderator to 3 year term (see H.3745)
	Favorable
	Ch. 114 of 2015

	H.3634
	Rep. John Fernandes
	An Act establishing a municipal finance department in the town of Milford
	Favorable
	Ch. 13 of 2016

	H.3635
	Rep. Paul Mark
	An Act establishing a 3-member board of health in the town of Charlemont
	Favorable
	Ch. 146 of 2015

	H.3638
	Rep. James Cantwell
	An Act authorizing Marshfield to withdraw from Metropolitan Area Planning District
	Favorable
	

	H.3641
	Rep. Colleen Garry
	An Act relative to signing of warrants for payment in the town of Tyngsborough
	Favorable
	Ch. 119 of 2016

	H.3645
	Rep. David Linsky
	An Act authorizing the town of Natick to lease certain town … property (Middlesex Ave)
	Favorable
	Ch. 19 of 2016

	H.3646
	Rep. David Linsky
	An Act authorizing the town of Natick to lease certain town … property (South Ave)
	Favorable
	Ch. 15 of 2016

	H.3664
	Rep. Sarah Peake
	An Act authorizing the Orleans board of selectmen to lease a certain parcel of land
	Favorable
	Ch. 306 of 2016

	H.3685
	Rep. Cory Atkins
	An Act to amend the town charter of Concord
	Favorable
	

	H.3707
	Rep. Robert Koczera
	An Act relative to regional school district instructors service as an elected official in the city of New Bedford  See H.4045
	Favorable
	

	H.3708
	Rep. Sarah Peake
	An Act relative to the charter of the town of Harwich
	Favorable
	Ch. 117 of 2016

	H.3709
	Rep. Jonathan Zlotnik
	An Act relative to the creation of a capital stabilization fund in the town of Winchendon
	Favorable
	

	H.3729
	Rep. Angelo Scaccia
	An Act relative to the street closure permitting process in the city of Boston
	Favorable
	Ch. 72 of 2016

	H.3738
	Rep. Josh Cutler
	An Act relative to the position of highway surveyor in the town of Hanson
	Favorable
	Ch. 88 of 2016

	H.3742
	Rep. Sarah Peake
	An Act establishing a year-round market rate rental housing trust in ... Provincetown
	Favorable
	Ch. 305 of 2016

	H.3749
	Rep. William Pignatelli
	An Act authorizing the town of Sheffield to appoint certain members to the conservation commission
	Favorable
	Ch. 41 of 2016

	H.3760
	Rep. David Nangle
	An Act modernizing Commonwealth and municipal banking laws to protect consumers       (to Financial Services Committee)
	Discharged
	

	H.3767
	Rep. Aaron Vega
	An Act establishing a four year term for the office of school committee member elected by ward of the city of Holyoke  - (per sponsor, bill no longer needed)
	see H.4606
	

	H.3789
	Rep. Keiko Orrall
	An Act authorizing the town of Lakeville to convey certain property to the city of Taunton
	Favorable
	Ch. 32 of 2016

	H.3803
	Rep. William Straus
	An Act relative to a quorum in the town of Rochester (Governor  filed H.3918 > Election Laws)
	see H.4606
	

	H.3816
	Rep. Frank Moran
	An Act authorizing the appointment of Eileen O'Connor Bernal to the position of chief of staff to the mayor of the city of Lawrence
	Favorable
	Ch. 118 of 2015

	H.3818
	Rep. Carlos Gonzalez
	An Act authorizing the city of Springfield to lease certain land
	Favorable
	Ch. 201 of 2016

	H.3819
	Rep. Bradley Jones
	An Act authorizing  the town of North Reading to transfer and convey certain property
	Favorable
	Ch. 28 of 2016

	H.3828
	Rep. Joseph McGonagle
	An Act authorizing the city of Everett to establish a linkage fee revolving fund
	Favorable
	Ch. 356 of 2016

	H.3831
	Rep. Joseph McGonagle
	An Act establishing a community enhancement fee stabilization fund in the city of Everett
	Favorable
	Ch. 82 of 2016

	H.3834
	Rep. Bradley Jones
	An Act authorizing the conveyance of a certain parcel of land in the town of Lynnfield
	Favorable
	Ch. 148 of 2016

	H.3851
	Rep. Christine Barber
	An Act granting the city of Somerville the authority to require the adoption of institutional master plans subject to the review and approval by the municipality
	Favorable
	

	H.3855
	Rep. Garrett Bradley
	An Act relative to certain bonds issued by the town of Hull
	Favorable
	Ch. 55 of 2016

	H.3865
	Rep. Donald Berthiaume
	An Act establishing an appointed superintendent of streets in the town of Hardwick
	Favorable
	Ch. 21 of 2016

	H.3866
	Rep. Dennis Rosa
	An Act authorizing  the city of Leominster to pay a certain unpaid bill
	Favorable
	

	H.3881
	Rep. Paul McMurtry
	An Act relative to the creation of a renewable energy fund in the town of Dedham
	Favorable
	Ch. 198 of 2016

	H.3883
	Rep. Alice Peisch
	An Act providing for a selectmen-town manager form of government in … Wellesley
	Favorable
	Ch. 20 of 2016

	H.3892
	Rep. Timothy Madden
	An Act authorizing the Nantucket Islands Land Bank to convey certain land held for open space, recreational or conservation purposes to the town of Nantucket for the same
	Favorable
	Ch. 191 of 2016

	H.3893
	Rep. James Miceli
	An Act relative to the town manager in the town of Tewksbury
	Favorable
	

	H.3906
	Governor Charles Baker
	An Act to modernize municipal finance and government
	Favorable
	Ch. 218 of 2016

	H.3924
	Rep. William Straus
	An Act relative to the town of Mattapoisett general by-laws
	Favorable
	Ch. 273 of 2016

	H.3935
	Rep. Chris Walsh
	An Act increasing the membership of the board of health in the town of Framingham
	Favorable
	Ch. 126 of 2016

	H.3940
	Rep. Carmine Gentile
	An Act authorizing the town of Wayland to increase the annual spending limit for its recreational programs revolving fund
	Favorable
	

	H.3957
	Rep. James Dwyer
	An Act relative to use of a parcel of land in the city of Woburn for recreational purposes
	Favorable
	Ch. 244 of 2016

	H.3967
	Rep. Mathew Muratore
	An Act relative to the lease of the Simes House in the Town of Plymouth for its historic preservation, restoration and rehabilitation
	Favorable
	

	H.3968
	Rep. Mathew Muratore
	An Act relative to the charter of the town of Plymouth
	Favorable
	Ch. 385 of 2016

	H.3976
	Rep. Timothy Madden
	An Act authorizing the town of Falmouth to convey to West Falmouth Library, Inc. a certain parcel of land held for open space, recreational or conservation purposes …
	Favorable
	Ch.135 of 2016

	H.3986
	Rep. Paul Donato
	An Act authorizing the city of Medford to use certain land for any municipal purpose
	Favorable
	Ch.153 of 2016

	H.3991
	Rep. Timothy Madden
	An Act validating action taken by the Martha's Vineyard Refuse Disposal and Resource Recovery District
	Favorable
	

	H.3999
	Rep. Peter Durant
	An Act relative to the use of legal counsel by the town of Southbridge
	Favorable
	Ch. 91 of 2016

	H.4000
	Rep. Peter Durant
	An Act relative to the director of public works in the town of Southbridge
	Favorable
	Ch. 92 of 2016

	H.4001
	Rep. Peter Durant
	An Act relative to the removal of the director of public works in … Southbridge
	Favorable
	Ch. 94 of 2016

	H.4002
	Rep. Peter Durant
	An Act relative to quasi-judicial boards in the town of Southbridge
	Favorable
	Ch. 93 of 2016

	H.4003
	Rep. Paul Mark
	An Act amending the charter of the city known as the town of Greenfield
	Favorable
	Ch. 361 of 2016

	H.4007
	Rep. Ted Speliotis
	An Act relative to the South Essex Sewerage District
	Favorable
	Ch. 125 of 2016

	H.4051
	Rep. Garrett Bradley
	An Act making a corrective change for a certain reserve fund in the town of Hingham
	Favorable
	Ch. 281 of 2016

	H.4158
	Rep. Steven Howitt
	An Act authorizing the town of Rehoboth to transfer a conservation easement on a certain parcel of land
	Favorable
	

	H.4159
	Rep. Benjamin Swan
	An Act authorizing the change in use of certain park land in the city of Springfield
	Favorable
	Ch. 193 of 2016

	H.4186
	Rep. Thomas Calter
	An Act relative to the cultivation of marijuana and marihuana (redraft H.4326; Senate amendment S.2524)
	Favorable
	Ch. 351 of 2016

	H.4262
	Rep. Aaron Vega
	An Act authorizing the city of Holyoke to establish a program for enforcement against illegal dumping
	Favorable
	Ch. 243 of 2016

	H.4300
	Rep. Garrett Bradley
	An Act authorizing the Plymouth County Contributory Retirement System to issue pension funding bonds and notes
	Favorable
	

	H.4302
	Rep. Carlos Gonzalez
	An Act authorizing the city of Springfield to convert certain park land at Emerson Wight Park
	Favorable
	Ch. 230 of 2016

	H.4316
	Rep. Garrett Bradley
	An Act relative to the town administrator in the town of Hingham
	Favorable
	Ch. 263 of 2016

	H.4317
	Rep. Timothy Madden
	An Act authorizing the town of Nantucket to impose a real estate transfer fee for affordable and workforce housing
	Favorable
	

	H.4318
	Rep. Timothy Madden
	An Act amending the charter of the Town of Nantucket relative to newspaper publication of town meeting warrants
	Favorable
	Ch. 362 of 2016

	H.4327
	Rep. David DeCoste
	An Act requiring voters to re-accept the provisions of Chapter 44B once every five years from the date of their original acceptance
	see H.4675
	

	H.4328
	Rep. Peter Kocot
	An Act relative to the Hampshire Regional Council of Governments
	Favorable
	

	H.4346
	Rep. Josh Cutler
	An Act relative to the issuance of certain bonds by the town of Pembroke
	Favorable
	Ch. 387 of 2016

	H.4355
	Rep. Sarah Peake
	An Act relative to confirming title to the property at 26 Alden Street, Provincetown
	Favorable
	

	H.4372
	Rep. Timothy Madden
	An Act to change the town lines between the towns of Aquinnah and Chilmark
	Favorable
	Ch. 452 of 2016

	H.4375
	Rep. Mathew Muratore
	An Act authorizing the town of Plymouth to establish an environmental affairs fund
	Favorable
	Ch. 358 of 2016

	H.4378
	Rep. Bradley Jones
	An Act for a certain reserve fund in the town of Middleton
	Favorable
	

	H.4379
	Rep. John Scibak
	An Act authorizing the change of use of certain park land in the town of South Hadley
	Favorable
	Ch. 206 of 2016

	H.4380
	Rep. Lori Ehrlich
	An Act amending chapter 101 of the acts of 1965, an act establishing the old and historic district commission of the town of Marblehead
	Favorable
	Ch. 311 of 2016

	H.4411
	Rep. Danielle Gregoire
	An Act relative to the charter of the town of Westborough
	Favorable
	Ch. 409 of 2016

	H.4412
	Rep. Timothy Whelan
	An Act authorizing the town of Dennis to establish a landfill solar special revenue fund
	Favorable
	Ch. 303 of 2016

	H.4433
	Rep. Michael Finn
	An Act establishing a four-year term for the office of mayor in the city known as the town of West Springfield
	Joint Rule 10
	Ch. 268 of 2016

	H.4445
	Rep. John Fernandes
	An Act authorizing the town of Mendon to return a certain parcel of land in the town of Mendon to John D. Gannett, Jr. and Ute D. Gannett
	 see S.2250
	

	H.4446
	Rep. David Linsky
	An Act relative to the procedure for municipal acceptance of subdivision roads in the town of Natick
	Favorable
	Ch. 271 of 2016

	H.4447
	Rep. Sarah Peake
	An Act authorizing the town of Orleans to amend a certain conservation restriction
	Favorable
	Ch. 205 of 2016

	H.4464
	Rep. Paul Tucker
	An Act authorizing the city of Salem to convey a certain parcel of park land
	Favorable
	Ch. 195 of 2016

	H.4507
	Rep. Alice Peisch
	An Act authorizing the town of Weston to transfer certain land known as Cat Rock
	Favorable
	Ch. 221 of 2016

	H.4508
	Rep. Alice Peisch
	An Act authorizing the town of Weston to transfer certain parcels of recreation land from the recreation commission to the conservation commission
	Favorable
	Ch. 222 of 2016

	H.4513
	Rep. Sarah Peake
	An Act relative to the unfunded pension liability for retired sheriff's department employees in Barnstable county
	Favorable
	

	H.4526
	Rep. Paul Mark
	An Act relative to the treasurer of the town of Northfield
	Favorable
	Ch. 389 of 2016

	H.4531
	Rep. Thomas Calter
	An Act establishing an appointed highway superintendent in the town of Plympton
	Favorable
	Ch. 369 of 2016

	H.4555
	Rep. Thomas Calter
	An Act authorizing the Silver Lake Regional School District to convey a certain parcel of land to the town of Kingston
	Favorable
	Ch. 439 of 2016

	H.4564
	Rep. Benjamin Swan
	An Act authorizing the City of Springfield to transfer a portion of park land at Ruth Elizabeth Park for traffic improvement use
	Favorable
	Ch. 231 of 2016

	H.4575
	Rep. Stephen Kulik
	An Act authorizing appointment of a superintendent of streets in town of Middlefield
	Favorable
	

	H.4583
	Rep. Paul Mark
	An Act relative to the position of appointed collector in the town of Northfield
	Favorable
	Ch. 379 of 2016

	H.4598
	Rep. William Pignatelli
	An Act relative to a municipal employee in the town of Lee, the town of Lenox, or the town of Stockbridge acting in relation to an intermunicipal agreement
	Favorable
	Ch. 304 of 2016

	H.4713
	Rep. Chris Walsh
	An Act regarding town meeting articles in the town of Framingham
	Favorable
	

	H.4738
	Rep. Claire Cronin and Sen. Michael Brady
	An Act ratifying certain bylaws in the town of Easton
	Favorable
	Ch. 384 of 2016

	H.4739
	Rep. Ronald Mariano
	An Act facilitating urban redevelopment in the city of Quincy
	Favorable
	Ch. 355 of 2016

	H.4744
	Rep. Chris Walsh
	An Act relative to the membership of representative town meeting in the town of Framingham
	Favorable
	Ch. 429 of 2016

	H.4745
	Rep. Chris Walsh
	An Act establishing a quorum for town meeting in the town of Framingham
	Favorable
	Ch. 430 of 2016

	H.4761
	Rep. James O’Day
	An Act establishing an appointed town clerk in the town of West Boylston
	Favorable
	Ch. 386 of 2016

	S.0022
	Sen. Anne Gobi
	An Act increasing the membership of the board of selectmen for the town of Brimfield
	Favorable
	Ch. 120 of 2015

	S.0024
	Sen. Brian Joyce
	An Act relative to the charter of the city known as the town of Randolph
	Favorable
	Ch. 88 of 2015

	S.0029
	Sen. Michael Moore
	An Act authorizing the city manager of the city of Worcester to appoint the chair of the Worcester Redevelopment Authority
	Favorable
	Ch. 36 of 2015

	S.0031
	Sen. Anne Gobi
	An Act authorizing the town of Athol to establish a special fund for the rehabilitation of certain properties
	Favorable
	Ch. 143 of 2016

	S.0032
	Sen. Anne Gobi
	An Act establishing a special fund for recaptured funds from demolition liens or related grants in the town of Athol
	Favorable
	Ch. 144 of 2016

	S.0033
	Sen. Viriato deMacedo
	An Act authorizing the town of Bourne to grant an easement over a certain parcel of land
	Favorable
	Ch. 67 of 2015

	S.0034
	Sen. Marc Pacheco
	An Act relative to sewer commissioners in the town of Wareham
	Favorable
	Ch. 17 of 2015

	S.1056
	Sen. Michael Barrett
	An Act relative to solar drying of laundry
	Favorable
	

	S.1057
	Sen. W. Brownsberger
	An Act relative to local disability commission expansion
	Favorable
	

	S.1058
	Sen. Sonia Chang-Diaz
	An Act relative to redevelopment in the Roxbury area of the city of Boston
	Favorable
	

	S.1059
	Sen. Sonia Chang-Diaz
	An Act relative to preventing discriminatory land use and permitting decisions
	Favorable
	

	S.1060
	Sen. Cynthia S. Creem
	An Act enhancing identification of taxicab operators
	see S.2385
	

	S.1061
	Sen. Cynthia S. Creem
	An Act relative to the removal or transportation of trash
	Favorable
	

	S.1062
	Sen. Viriato deMacedo
	An Act relative to ensuring the safety of sober houses
	see S.2385
	

	S.1063
	Sen. Viriato deMacedo
	An Act authorizing municipal use of the prudent investor standards
	Favorable
	

	S.1064
	Sen. Viriato deMacedo
	An Act relative to the establishment of a county stabilization fund
	Favorable
	Ch. 151 of 2016

	S.1065
	Sen. Sal DiDomenico
	An Act amending the municipal ticket law
	Favorable
	

	S.1066
	Sen. Sal DiDomenico
	An Act allowing the city of Everett to increase the fee for lodging house licenses
	Favorable
	

	S.1067
	Sen. Sal DiDomenico
	An Act allowing the city of Everett to increase the fee for second class motor dealers licenses
	Favorable
	

	S.1068
	Sen. Kenneth Donnelly
	An Act relative to streamlining municipal finance  (identical to H.1852)
	Favorable
	

	S.1069
	Sen. Kenneth Donnelly
	An Act to end the stigmatization of out-of-wedlock births (by request)
	see S.2385
	

	S.1070
	Sen. Eileen Donoghue
	An Act establishing community benefit districts (sent to Community Development and Small Business)
	Discharged
	

	S.1071
	Sen. Benjamin Downing
	An Act promoting cost savings and transparency in local government
	see S.2385
	

	S.1072
	Sen. James Eldridge
	An Act protecting abandoned animals in vacant properties  See S.2174
	Favorable
	

	S.1073
	Sen. James Eldridge
	An Act increasing recycling by landlords and tenants
	Favorable
	

	S.1074
	Sen. James Eldridge
	An Act encouraging municipal recycling and composting
	Favorable
	

	S.1075
	Sen. James Eldridge
	An Act promoting healthy communities (older version of zoning reform / Kulik)
	see S.2385
	

	S.1076
	Sen. James Eldridge
	An Act relative to the effective enforcement of municipal ordinances and bylaws
	Favorable
	

	S.1077
	Sen. James Eldridge
	An Act promoting municipal collaboration and regionalization throughout the Commonwealth (added to agenda; identical to H.1849)
	see S.2385
	

	S.1078
	Sen. Ryan Fattman
	An Act relative to the charter of the town of Sutton
	Favorable
	

	S.1079
	Sen. Jennifer Flanagan
	An Act to allow simple majority voting
	Favorable
	

	S.1080
	Sen. Anne Gobi
	An Act creating the Hampden County Commission on the Status of Women and Girls
	Favorable
	Ch. 288 of 2016

	S.1081
	Sen. Anne Gobi
	An Act relative to dog pens and kennels
	Favorable
	

	S.1082
	Sen. Anne Gobi
	An Act relative to regional stabilization funds (identical to H.1835 and H.1878)
	Favorable
	

	S.1083
	Sen. Anne Gobi
	An Act relative to the Templeton Developmental Center Reuse Committee
	Favorable
	Ch. 50 of 2016

	S.1084
	Sen. Donald Humason
	An Act relative to constitutional rights (right to keep and bear arms)
	Discharged
	

	S.1085
	Sen. Patricia Jehlen
	An Act strengthening the enforcement of certain dog laws (identical to H.1866)
	Favorable
	

	S.1086
	Sen. Brian Joyce
	An Act authorizing cities and towns to prohibit the sale or use of polystyrene packaging
	see S.2385
	

	S.1087
	Sen. John Keenan
	An Act to enforce snow removal requirements (by request)
	see S.2385
	

	S.1088
	Sen. John Keenan
	An Act relative to MBTA billboards in the city of Quincy
	see S.2385
	

	S.1089
	Sen. Jason Lewis
	An Act supporting municipal fiscal stability through a special education stabilization fund (identical to H.1831 and H.424)
	Favorable
	

	S.1090
	Sen. Barbara L'Italien
	An Act relative to vacant, foreclosing and foreclosed property in the Commonwealth (similar to H.1860)
	Favorable
	

	S.1091
	Sen. Joan Lovely
	An Act relative to local review for public structures
	Favorable
	

	S.1092
	Sen. Mark Montigny
	An Act relative to tethering of dogs  
	Favorable
	

	S.1093
	Sen. Michael Moore
	An Act allowing for the decriminalization of minor offenses
	Favorable
	

	S.1094
	Sen. Kathleen O'Connor Ives
	An Act relative to Parking Advancements for the Revitalization of Communities (PARC)  Identical to H.1855
	Favorable
	

	S.1095
	Sen. Kathleen O'Connor Ives
	An Act authorizing the conveyance of certain property in the town of Salisbury
	Favorable
	Ch. 227 of 2016

	S.1096
	Sen. Kathleen O'Connor Ives
	An Act creating a commission to study the effects of unfunded mandates on municipalities (identical to H.1845)
	Favorable
	

	S.1097
	Sen. Kathleen O'Connor Ives
	An Act relative to annual reports of cities and towns (by request)
	see S.2385
	

	S.1098
	Sen. Kathleen O'Connor Ives
	An Act relative to submitting annual reports of cities and towns to the State Library (filed by request)
	see S.2385
	

	S.1099
	Sen. Marc Pacheco
	An Act relative to the Community Events Fund in the town of Wareham
	Favorable
	Ch. 47 of 2015

	S.1100
	Sen. Anthony Petruccelli
	An Act providing for a workforce housing financial plan
	Favorable
	

	S.1101
	Sen. Michael Rodrigues
	An Act establishing the Assawompset pond complex flood management district commission
	Favorable
	

	S.1102
	Sen. Michael Rush
	An Act to support the equitable utilization of third party consultants in land use determinations (identical to H.1847)
	see S.2385
	

	S.1103
	Sen. Karen Spilka
	An Act relative to protecting puppies and kittens (identical to H.1826)
	Favorable
	

	S.1104
	Sen. Karen Spilka
	An Act relative to local licenses and permits
	see S.2385
	

	S.1105
	Sen. Bruce Tarr
	An Act relative to confidentiality of reports of rape and related offenses
	Discharged
	

	S.1106
	Sen. Bruce Tarr
	An Act authorizing the relocation, replacement, reconstruction and maintenance of a piling supported building in the town of Newbury (duplicate of S.1940)
	see S.2385
	

	S.1107
	Sen. Bruce Tarr
	An Act relative to land use regulations
	see S.2385
	

	S.1108
	Sen. Bruce Tarr
	An Act relative to landlord notification (by request)
	see S.2385
	

	S.1109
	Sen. Bruce Tarr
	An Act relative to the expenditure of certain municipal and district monies
	Favorable
	

	S.1110
	Sen. Bruce Tarr
	An Act to increase the amount that may be appropriated from the balance of a capital project fund
	Favorable
	

	S.1111
	Sen. Bruce Tarr
	An Act relative to auxiliary police officers  See S.2175
	Favorable
	

	S.1112
	Sen. James Timilty
	An Act relative to the appointment of town managers
	Favorable
	

	S.1113
	Sen. Daniel Wolf
	An Act relative to the maintenance of private roads, bridges, and amenities in municipalities (similar to H.1873 and H.1877)
	Favorable
	

	S.1211
	Sen. Michael Rodrigues
	An Act improving local decision making (discharged from Public Health)
	Favorable
	

	S.1918
	Sen. Bruce Tarr
	An Act authorizing the town of Wenham to pay a certain unpaid bill (H.3356 accompanied)
	Favorable
	Ch. 35 of 2015

	S.1926
	Sen. Marc Pacheco
	An Act relative to the position of constable in the town of Carver
	Favorable
	Ch. 12 of 2016

	S.1934
	Sen. Kenneth Donnelly
	An Act authorizing the Arlington town manager to appoint the director of assessments
	Favorable
	Ch. 101 of 2016

	S.1935
	Sen. Daniel Wolf
	An Act authorizing the town of Nantucket to convey certain land to the Nantucket Islands Land Bank and Madaket Conservation Trust for the same purposes
	Favorable
	Ch. 165 of 2016

	S.1936
	Sen. Daniel Wolf
	An Act approving the conveyance of property by the county of Nantucket
	Favorable
	Ch. 179 of 2016

	S.1939
	Sen. Bruce Tarr
	An Act authorizing the town of Manchester-by-the-Sea to make permanent improvements to private ways and assess betterments
	Favorable
	Ch. 69 of 2015

	S.1940
	Sen. Bruce Tarr
	An Act authorizing the relocation, replacement, reconstruction and maintenance of a piling supported building in the town of Newbury - new version of S.1106
	Favorable
	

	S.1949
	Sen. Joan Lovely
	 Authorizing the board of selectmen of the town of Topsfield to appoint the town clerk
	Favorable
	Ch. 72 of 2015

	S.1960
	Sen. Richard Ross
	An Act establishing a department of public works in the town of Plainville - See S.2037
	Favorable
	Ch. 3 of 2016

	S.1961
	Sen. Richard Ross
	An Act relative to the creation of a treasurer-collector in the town of Plainville
	Favorable
	Ch. 125 of 2015

	S.1962
	Sen. Richard Ross
	An Act creating a town administrator in the town of Plainville
	Favorable
	Ch. 127 of 2015

	S.1983
	Sen. Barbara L'Italien
	An Act authorizing the Andover school district to convey a certain parcel of land
	Favorable
	Ch. 146 of 2016

	S.1987
	Sen. Brian Joyce
	An Act relative to the town administrator in the town of Milton
	Favorable
	Ch. 65 of 2016

	S.1992
	Sen. Brian Joyce
	An Act authorizing the town of Milton to establish a special purpose stabilization fund
	Favorable
	

	S.1995
	Sen. Marc Pacheco
	An Act relative to constables in the town of Middleborough
	Favorable
	

	S.1996
	Sen. John Keenan
	An Act establishing a department of public works in the town of Abington
	Favorable
	Ch. 113 of 2015

	S.1999
	Sen. Anthony Petruccelli
	An Act relative to segregated reserve funds in the city of Boston
	Favorable
	Ch. 166 of 2016

	S.2001
	Sen. Brian Joyce
	An Act further defining a quorum of a public body in the town of Milton
	Favorable
	Ch. 102 of 2016

	S.2002
	Sen. Jennifer Flanagan
	An Act relative to the appointment of assistant city clerks in the city of Gardner
	Favorable
	Ch. 382 of 2016

	S.2012
	Sen. Harriette Chandler
	An Act relative to the off-street parking board in the city of Worcester
	Favorable
	Ch. 11 of 2016

	S.2042
	Sen. Bruce Tarr
	An Act relative to the Gloucester Fisheries Commission
	Favorable
	

	S.2049
	Sen. Marc Pacheco
	An Act authorizing the town of Lakeville to convey certain property to the city of Taunton – see H.3789
	Favorable
	

	S.2066
	Sen. Anne Gobi
	An Act establishing an appointed superintendent of streets in the town of Hardwick – see H.3865
	Favorable
	

	S.2068
	Sen. Anne Gobi
	An Act relative to certain charges and fees in the town of Charlton
	Favorable
	Ch. 285 of 2016

	S.2085
	Sen. Benjamin Downing
	An Act authorizing the town of Becket to establish a parks and recreation committee   (see S.2224)
	Favorable
	Ch. 269 of 2016

	S.2086
	Sen. Michael Rodrigues
	An Act authorizing the town of Westport to indemnify for the payment of certain medical expenses for a retired firefighter
	Favorable
	Ch. 258 of 2016

	S.2090
	Sen. Marc Pacheco
	An Act authorizing the town of Middleborough to exchange certain parcels of conservation land
	Favorable
	Ch. 189 of 2016

	S.2106
	Sen. Ryan Fattman
	An Act authorizing the town of Southbridge to place a certain question on the ballot relative to amending the charter of the town of Southbridge
	see S.2385
	

	S.2112
	Sen. Brian Joyce
	An Act increasing the membership of the board of selectmen of the town of Milton from three to five members
	Favorable
	Ch. 104 of 2016

	S.2130
	Sen. Anne Gobi
	An Act authorizing the town of Hubbardston to exchange a parcel of land located on Ragged Hill Road for a parcel of land located on Gardner Road
	Favorable
	

	S.2188
	Sen. Benjamin Downing
	An act relative to partition fences
	Favorable
	

	S.2206
	Sen. Thomas McGee
	An Act revising the charter of the town of Swampscott
	Favorable
	Ch. 106 of 2016

	S.2225
	Sen. Patricia Jehlen
	An Act relative to municipal contracts in the city of Somerville
	Favorable
	Ch. 340 of 2016

	S.2249
	Sen. Kenneth Donnelly
	An Act relative to the temporary use of the Clapp School in the city of Woburn
	Favorable
	Ch. 200 of 2016

	S.2250
	Sen. Ryan Fattman
	An Act authorizing the town of Mendon to return a certain parcel (of land) in the town of Mendon to John D. Gannett, Jr. and Ute D. Gannett
	Favorable
	Ch. 203 of 2016

	S.2300
	Sen. Anne Gobi
	An Act authorizing the town of Spencer to issue certain bonds for terms of 30 years
	Favorable
	

	S.2355
	Sen. Anne Gobi
	An Act relative to the membership of the conservation commission of the town of Sturbridge
	Favorable
	Ch. 322 of 2016

	S.2397
	Sen. Donald Humason
	An Act relative to the selection of schoolcommitteepersons in the city known as the town of Agawam
	Favorable
	Ch. 392 of 2016

	S.2437
	Sen. Bruce Tarr
	An Act authorizing the town of Boxford to establish a reserve fund for certain special education costs
	Favorable
	

	S.2460
	Sen. Marc Pacheco
	An Act creating a department of municipal finance in the town of Carver under the direction of a finance director
	Favorable
	Ch. 284 of 2016

	S.2481
	Sen. Kathleen O'Connor Ives
	An Act authorizing assessment of sewer betterments and privilege fees in the town of Salisbury
	Favorable
	Ch. 353 of 2016

	S.2483
	Sen. Marc Pacheco
	An Act amending the charter of the town of Wareham relative to the time of town meeting
	Favorable
	Ch. 319 of 2016

	S.2496
	Sen. John Keenan
	An Act relative to the town charter of Abington
	Favorable
	Ch. 445 of 2016

	S.2500
	Sen. Mark Montigny
	An Act establishing an arts, culture and tourism promotion fund in the city of New Bedford
	Favorable
	Ch. 381 of 2016

	S.2511
	Sen. Barbara L’Italien
	An Act creating a municipal services facility mitigation fund in the town of Andover
	Favorable
	Ch. 403 of 2016
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