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HOUSE DOCKET, NO. 2368 FILED ON: 1/14/2009

HOUSE ............... No.1489

The Commontwealth of Massachusetts

In the Year Two Thousand Nine

An Act regulating programs outside correctional institutions for female inmates..

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the authority
of the same, as follows:

SECTION 1. Section 49 of Chapter 127 of the Massachusetts General Laws is hereby
amended by inserting, in line 7, after the word “facility” the following words:— and shall ensure
that there exist at all times programs outside correctional facilities available to each female
offender who is within eighteen months of parole and eligible for such programs. The
commissioner shall ensure that such programs provide training which is practical and realistic to
an inmate’s ability to obtain marketable skills for securing meaningful employment upon being
paroled, and shall offer referral resources for pregnant women who are leaving said facilities, to
food and nutrition programs for themselves and for children who are born while the women are

confined in facilities.

SECTION 2. Said Section 49 of said Chapter 127 of the General Laws, as so appearing,
is hereby further amended by inserting, in line 45, after the word “facility”, the following
words:— In order to facilitate the reintegration of committed female offenders, the commissioner
of correction shall, insofar as practical, ensure that such programs, including pre-release centers,

are established in the home communities of inmates eligible for such programs.
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