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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts

_______________

In the Year Two Thousand Nine
_______________

An Act relative to adoption specialists..

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the authority 
of the same, as follows:

1 SECTION 1.  Chapter 112 of the General Laws, as appearing in the 2006 Official 

2 Edition, is hereby amended by inserting the following section:-

3 Section 165A.

4 (a) Definitions: 

5 “Board” shall refer to the Massachusetts board of registration of allied mental health and 

6 human services.

7 (b)  The following applicants shall obtain certification as an adoption specialist 

8 if they provide satisfactory evidence to the board that: (1) demonstrates to the board, the 

9 successful completion of 1,200 hours of direct clinical experience with adoptive parents, adopted 

10 children, foster parents, foster children, kinship placements, step families; (2) demonstrates to the 

11 board, the successful completion of 30 Continuing Education Units (credits or hours) from 

12 seminars, conferences, etc on research or clinically based topics related to adoption, foster care, 
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13 kinship placement, step families with at least 15 of the Continuing Education Units being on 

14 topics directly related to issues affecting adoptive families. 

15 (c) To be eligible for a certification as an adoption specialist, an applicant must have 

16 obtained from the board, an independent license in a field of mental health, and have completed 

17 said requirements in paragraph (b) of this Section within three years of obtaining the professional 

18 license in a field of mental health.

19 SECTION 2. Section 165A of said Chapter 112, is hereby amended by striking Clause (b) 

20 in its entirety and inserting in place thereof the following:-  

21 “(b) The board shall issue a certification to an applicant as an adoption specialist; 

22 provided, however, that each such applicant shall provide satisfactory evidence to the board that 

23 such applicant: (1) is of good moral character; (2) has not engaged or is not engaging in any 

24 practice or conduct which would be grounds for refusing to issue a certification under section 

25 one hundred and sixty-nine; (3) demonstrates to the board, the successful completion of 1,200 

26 hours of direct clinical experience with adoptive parents, adopted children, foster parents, foster 

27 children, kinship placements, step families; (4) demonstrates to the board, the successful 

28 completion of 30 hours of direct supervision by a certified adoption specialist; (5) demonstrates 

29 to the board, the successful completion of 30 Continuing Education Units (credits or hours) from 

30 seminars, conferences, etc on research or clinically based topics related to adoption, foster care, 

31 kinship placement, step families with at least 15 of the Continuing Education Units being on 

32 topics directly related to issues affecting adoptive families.”

33 SECTION 3.  Section 168 of said Chapter 112, is hereby amended by inserting after the 

34 word: “first” in line 11, the following words:--- “Each applicant for the renewal of a certification 
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35 as an adoption specialist shall provide satisfactory evidence to the board that such applicant: 

36 demonstrates to the board, the successful completion of 16 continuing education units per year 

37 on topics related to adoption, foster care, kinship placement, step families with at least 8 being 

38 on topics directly related to issues affecting adoptive families.”

39 SECTION 4. Section 47B of Chapter 175 of the General Laws as appearing in the 2006 

40 Official Edition, is hereby amended by inserting after the words “health counselor,” in line 111, 

41 the following words:-- “a certified adoption specialist,”. 

42 SECTION 5.  Section 8A of Chapter 176A of the General Laws as appearing in the 2006 

43 Official Edition, is hereby amended by inserting after the words “health counselor,” in line 110, 

44 the following words:-- “a certified adoption specialist,”.

45 SECTION 6. Section 4A of Chapter 176B of the General Laws as appearing in the 2006 

46 Official Edition, is hereby amended by inserting after the words “health counselor,” in line 113, 

47 the following words:-- “a certified adoption specialist,”.

48 SECTION 7. Section 4M of Chapter 176G of the General Laws as appearing in the 2006 

49 Official Edition, is hereby amended by inserting after the words “health counselor,” in line 111, 

50 the following words:-- “a certified adoption specialist,”.

51 SECTION 8. Section 22 of Chapter 32A of the General Laws as appearing in the 2006 

52 Official Edition, is hereby amended by inserting after the words “health counselor,” in line 108, 

53 the following words:-- “a certified adoption specialist,”.

54 SECTION 9. Section 10A of Chapter 118E of the General Laws as appearing in the 2006 

55 Official Edition, is hereby amended by adding the following paragraph at the end thereof:--
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56 Additionally, the division shall provide coverage for services provided by a certified adoption 

57 specialist in cases where such services are deemed appropriate by the division for children with 

58 reactive attachment disorder.

59 SECTION 10.  Section 1 of this Act shall take effect upon enactment.

60 SECTION 11.  Section 2 shall take effect 1 year following enactment.


