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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts
_________________

PRESENTED BY:

Kay Khan
_________________

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts in General
Court assembled:

The undersigned legislators and/or citizens respectfully petition for the adoption of the accompanying order 
relative to the appointment of a special committee of the House to make an investigation and study concerning 
women in the criminal justice system.

_______________

PETITION OF:

NAME: DISTRICT/ADDRESS:
Kay Khan 11th Middlesex
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By Ms. Khan of Newton, an additional petition (accompanied by order, House, No. 3973) 
(having been deposited with the Clerk previous to five o’clock in the afternoon on Wednesday 
20, 2011) of Kay Khan relative to the appointment of a special committee of the House to make 
an investigation and study concerning women in the criminal justice system.  Children, Families 
and Persons with Disabilities.

The Commonwealth of Massachusetts

_______________

In the Year Two Thousand Eleven
_______________

1 Ordered, that 11 members of the House of Representatives, 8 to be appointed by the 

2 Speaker and 3 by the Minority Leader, be authorized to make an investigation and study of 

3 women in the criminal justice system in the Commonwealth. In the course of its investigation, 

4 the committee shall study and report on the following and other related matters; the families of 

5 such women, mental health needs, case management services, education, training, parole, 

6 probation and recidivism issues. Also included in this study will be data collection, and reporting 

7 by the department, sheriffs, parole and probation on this cohort, the capacity of the department, 

8 sheriffs, parole and probation for self review, the frequency of such reviews and the departments 

9 responses to findings, the role of law enforcement, including sheriffs, police, parole and 
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10 probation and the role of private providers, including social workers, therapists and medical 

11 personnel.

12 The committee shall report to the House of Representatives results of its investigation and study 

13 and its recommendations, if any, together with drafts of legislation necessary to carry its 

14 recommendations into effect by filing the same with the Clerk of the House of Representatives 

15 and the Committee on Children, Families and Persons with Disabilities on or before April 30, 

16 2012.


