HOUSE . . . . . . . No.3699

The Commonwealth of Massachusetts

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, October 17, 2013.

The committee on Higher Education to whom were referred the
petition (accompanied by resolve, House, No. 1087) of Walter F. Timilty
and Thomas M. Stanley relative to an investigaton and study by a special
commission (including members of the General Court) relative to high
cost of college, reports recommending that the accompanying resolve
(House, No. 3699) ought to pass.

For the committee,

TOM SANNICANDRO.



—

O 0 3 O W b W

[N T NG T NG T NG T NG T NG T Gy S S . e T
WD A W N~ O O 0 3O N A W N R~ O

HOUSE ...............No.369

The Commontwealth of Massachusetts

In the Year Two Thousand Thirteen

Resolve establishing a special commission relative to reducing the costs associated with the
purchase of college textbooks.

Resolved,

A gpecial commigsion is hereby established to inbestigate and studp the college textbook
industry. The investigation and study shall include, but not be limited to, examining the costs of
purchaging textbooks and study materials, rebiewing information concerning offering a choice of
[otwer cost texts, such as soft cober, one color and digital texts, exploring the effective use of €-
textbooks, rebiewing changes in editions and the cost sabings related to maintaining a current
edition ober purchasing the most recent edition, encouraging colleqes to implement comprehengive
and controlled buy -back and book swap programs to reduce costs for students, providing incentibes
to those schools that offer such programsg and expanding the information abailable to purchasers of
textbooks so that faculty and students alike arve probided with a complete bietw of all abailable
textbooks for comparison purposes. The commisgion ghall consgist of 15 members as follows: the
bouse chair of the joint committee on higher education, or a designee; the senate chair of the joint
committee on higher education, or a designee; the speaker of the house of representatives, or a
designee; the senate pregident, or a designee; the minority [eader of the house, or a designee; the
minority leader of the genate, or a degignee; and 9 members to be appointed by the gobernor 1 of
twhom shall be from the niversity of Massachusetts, 1 of whom shall from the Council of
Presivents of the Massachusetts State Universities, 1 of whom shall be from the Massachusetts
Community Colleges Executive Office, 1 of whom shall be from the Asgociation of Independent
Colleges and Aniversities in Massachusetts, 2 of whom shall be representatives of the college
textbook publighing industry with offices in the commontvealth, 1 of whom shall be a faculty
member of a public hbigher education ingtitution in the commontwealth, 1 of whom shall be a collene
[ibravian, and 1 of whom shall be a student trustee of a public higher education institution in the
commonivealth. The commigsion shall veport to the general court the results of its study, together
with drafts of [egiglation necegsary to carry such recommendations into effect, by filing the same
with the clerk of the houge of representatibes on or before December 31, 2014.



