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By Mr. Cutler of Duxbury, a petition (accompanied by bill, House, No. 548) of Josh S. Cutler
and others relative to improving disclosure of electioneering communications reports. Election
Laws.

The Commontwealth of Massachusetts

In the One Hundred and Eighty-Ninth General Court
(2015-2016)

An Act improving disclosure of electioneering communications reports.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the authority
of the same, as follows:

Chapter 55 of the General Laws is hereby amended by striking out section 18F, as so

appearing in the 2008 Official Edition, and inserting in place thereof the following section:—

Section 18F. Every individual, group or association not defined as a political committee
who makes an electioneering communication expenditure, in an aggregate amount exceeding
$250 during a calendar year, shall electronically file with the director, within 7 days after making
such an expenditure, a report stating the name and address of the individual, group or association
making the electioneering communication, the name of any candidate clearly identified in the
communication, the total amount or value of the communication, the name and address of the
vendor to whom the payments were made and the purpose and date of any such expenditure. In
addition, any individual, group or association not defined as a political committee who makes an
electioneering communication expenditure, in an aggregate amount exceeding $250 during a

calendar year, shall include in the electronic filing the date the funds were received and the name
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and address of the provider of any such funds in excess of $250, if any. Reports required by this
section shall be filed with the director as provided in section 18C if communications were made
to promote the election or defeat of any candidate who files with the director. Reports required
by this section shall be filed with the city or town clerk if the communications were made to
promote the election or defeat of any candidate seeking public office at a city or town election

who does not otherwise file with the director.

Any person, group or association that makes or contracts to make electioneering
communications aggregating $1,000 or more within 7 days before the date of an election shall
file a report containing the information required by this section within 48 hours after making

such expenditure.

A violation of this section shall be punished by a fine of not more than $5,000 or by

imprisonment in the house of correction for not more than 1 year.
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