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By Ms. Garlick of Needham, a petition (accompanied by bill, House, No. 2070) of Denise C. 
Garlick and others relative to the construction and reconstruction of rooms in licensed nursing 
facilities.  Elder Affairs.

The Commonwealth of Massachusetts

_______________

In the One Hundred and Ninetieth General Court
(2017-2018)

_______________

An Act relative to licensure of nursing facilities.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the authority 
of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1.Chapter 111 of the Massachusetts General Laws as appearing in the official 

2 2014 edition is hereby amended by inserting the following new sections after Section 71C:

3 “Section 71D.  Facilities licensed pursuant to section seventy-one of chapter 111 of the 

4 general laws which were constructed on or before March 19, 1968 shall be subject to 

5 construction and equipment requirements for long-term care facilities specified in 105 CMR 

6 150.017 (B)(1) through 105 CMR 150.017(16)(e), as codified in the Code of Massachusetts 

7 Regulations effective January 1, 2017.  [New construction, conversions, alterations, additions or 

8 other structural changes in a proposed or existing facility shall conform to the Department’s most 

9 current standards of construction.]”

10 “Section 71E. For facilities licensed pursuant to section seventy-one of chapter 111 of the 

11 general laws resident rooms must accommodate no more than four persons, provided that such 

12 facilities that receive approval of construction or reconstruction plans by the Commonwealth and 
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13 local authorities or are newly certified on or after November 29, 2016, resident rooms must 

14 accommodate no more than two residents.  Notwithstanding the foregoing, the Department is 

15 prohibited from enacting resident room requirements that are more restrictive than the 

16 requirements specified in the federal requirements of participation for states and long term care 

17 facilities pursuant to chapter forty two of the code of federal regulations part 483.  The following 

18 words shall have the following meanings as used in this paragraph: “Approval of construction 

19 and reconstruction plans by the Commonwealth and local authorities” shall mean any approval 

20 by the Department of construction plans directly impacting resident rooms.”


