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(2017-2018)

_______________

An Act to support dual-status youth in the Commonwealth.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the authority 
of the same, as follows:

1 SECTION 1. Subsection (b) of section 16U of chapter 6A of the General Laws, as 

2 appearing in the 2014 Official Edition, is hereby amended by adding the following clause:-

3 (9) include assessments of the utilization of family resource centers by families with 

4 adolescents generally and at-risk youth specifically; provided, that the goal of this assessment 

5 shall be to establish the current level of and types of service utilization and the need for 

6 expansion of services that may reduce risk factors. 

7 SECTION 2. Chapter 6A of the General Laws is hereby amended by inserting after 

8 section 16X the following section:- 

9 Section 16Y. The department of children and families shall conduct a survey of families 

10 with children in kinship care to assess the need for additional supports for caretakers.

11 SECTION 3. The General Laws are hereby amended by adding the following chapter:- 
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12 Chapter 18D.

13 COLLECTION OF JUVENILE JUSTICE CONTACT DATA

14 Section 1. As used in this chapter the following words shall have the following 

15 meanings:- 

16 “Contact”, any action, order, practice, or procedure by law enforcement personnel, court 

17 personnel, or any official of the commonwealth in interacting with a juvenile in response to any 

18 type of offense. 

19 “Juvenile”, a youth between the age of seven and eighteen and up to the age of 22 if the 

20 individual remains within the jurisdiction of the juvenile court, and children aged fourteen to 

21 eighteen who are charged with first or second degree murder pursuant to section 74 of chapter 

22 119; 

23 “Racial and ethnic category”, the socio-cultural racial and ethnic category of an 

24 individual as determined in a manner that is consistent with the categories established by the 

25 United States Department of Justice Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention. 

26 “Type of offense”, category of offense that is consistent with the categories established 

27 and utilized by the National Incident-Based Reporting System published by the Uniform Crime 

28 Reporting Program of the Federal Bureau of Investigation.

29 Section 2. (a). The child advocate shall identify information to be collected by the 

30 attorney general, the chief justice for administration and management of the trial court, the 

31 commissioner of probation, the secretary of public safety and security, and the secretary of health 

32 and human services in order to evaluate the frequency and outcome of contacts between 
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33 juveniles of each racial and ethnic category and law enforcement personnel, court personnel, and 

34 other Commonwealth officials. Information shall include, but not be limited to, the type of 

35 offense which resulted in the contact and the age, gender, and racial and ethnic category of the 

36 juvenile.  The child advocate may provide guidance regarding the manner in which racial and 

37 ethnic category data is collected, with consideration of the juvenile’s self-reporting of such 

38 categories.  In identifying information to be collected, the child advocate shall include 

39 information the Commonwealth is required to report under the United States Juvenile Justice & 

40 Delinquency Prevention Act, including without limitation the requirements for applications and 

41 reporting for formula grants under 28 CFR 31.

42 (b) The attorney general, the chief justice for administration and management of the trial 

43 court, the commissioner of probation, the secretary of public safety and security, and the 

44 secretary of health and human services shall collaborate to establish procedures for the collection 

45 of the information identified under subsection (a). 

46 Section 3. (a). The commissioner of the department of correction, the sheriffs of each 

47 county, the parole board and law enforcement officials including the department of state police, 

48 municipal police departments, Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority police, any school-

49 based police from a local education authority, shall collect the information identified in section 2 

50 for each juvenile with whom they have contact and transmit the information to the secretary of 

51 public safety and security on a quarterly basis. The secretary shall study and analyze the 

52 information collected and file a report with the clerks of the house of representatives and senate 

53 each year on January 15.  A copy of the report and the information collected shall be provided to 

54 the office of the child advocate and made available to the public on the website of the executive 

55 office of public safety and security.
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56 (b) Judicial officials including clerk magistrates, the commissioner and personnel of the 

57 department of probation, and personnel and justices of the trial court shall collect the information 

58 identified in section 2 for each juvenile with whom they have contact and transmit the 

59 information to the trial court’s chief justice for administration and management on a quarterly 

60 basis. The chief justice shall study and analyze the information collected and file a report with 

61 the supreme judicial court and the clerks of the house of representatives and senate each year on 

62 January 15.  A copy of the report and the information collected shall be provided to the office of 

63 the child advocate and made available to the public on the websites of the trial court and the 

64 department of probation.

65 (c) District attorneys shall collect the information identified in section 2 for each juvenile 

66 with whom they have contact and transmit the information to the attorney general on a quarterly 

67 basis. The attorney general shall study and analyze the information collected and file a report 

68 with the clerks of the house of representatives and senate each year on January 15.  A copy of the 

69 report and the information collected shall be provided to the office of the child advocate and 

70 made available to the public on the website of the attorney general.

71 (d) The department of youth services shall collect the information identified in section 2 

72 for each juvenile with whom they  have contact and transmit the information to the secretary of 

73 health and human services on a quarterly basis. The secretary shall study and analyze the 

74 information collected and file a report with the clerks of the house of representatives and senate 

75 each year on January 15.  A copy of the report and the information collected shall be provided to 

76 the office of the child advocate and made available to the public on the website of the executive 

77 office of health and human services.
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78 Section 4. The information acquired under the provisions of this chapter shall be used 

79 only for statistical purposes. Data concerning the identity of an individual who had contact with 

80 the juvenile justice system shall be removed from information made available to the public. 

81 SECTION 4.  Chapter 119 of the General Laws is hereby amended by inserting after 

82 section 58 the following section:-

83 Section 58A½. (a) The chief justice for the juvenile court department shall direct judges 

84 of the juvenile court to implement the sentencing best practices as set forth in this section:- 

85 (i) At sentencing and case disposition, a judge shall keep the mandates of section 53 in 

86 mind, ensuring that the juvenile code shall be liberally construed so that the care, custody, and 

87 discipline of the children brought before the court shall approximate as nearly as possible that 

88 which they should receive from their parents, and that, as far as practicable, they shall be treated, 

89 not as criminals, but as children in need of aid, encouragement and guidance;

90 (ii) A judge shall consider that the principal aim and underlying philosophy of the 

91 commonwealth’s juvenile justice system is not a punitive scheme strictly akin to the adult 

92 criminal justice system, but is primarily rehabilitative, cognizant of the inherent differences 

93 between juvenile and adult offenders, and geared toward the correction and redemption to 

94 society of delinquent children; 

95 (iii) A judge shall consider that society has a reasonable expectation that juvenile 

96 offenders will be held accountable, mindful to balance this expectation with the rehabilitative 

97 nature of juvenile court. 
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98 (iv) In formulating a disposition or sentence for a juvenile or youthful offender, a judge 

99 may consider the following: 

100 (1) traditional factors and sources of information; 

101 (2) the nature and circumstances of the offense;

102 (3) the victim impact statement;

103 (4) a pre-sentence report of probation; 

104 (5) the court and prior delinquency record; 

105 (6) the success or lack of success of any past treatment or delinquency disposition; 

106 (7) the nature of services available through the juvenile justice system;

107 (8) the youth’s age and maturity; and 

108 (9) the likelihood of avoiding future criminal conduct.

109 (v) A judge may wish to consider that, as a general proposition, research on adolescent 

110 brain development indicates that adolescents are:

111 (1) less able than adults to control impulses through reason; 

112 (2) disposed to over-value short term benefits as compared to long term consequences; 

113 and 

114 (3) are immensely susceptible to negative peer influences.
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115 (vi) A judge may wish to consider the research which shows adolescents develop over 

116 time and pose less of a public safety risk as they become less impulsive and more capable of 

117 making considered decisions. Pursuant to the maturational arc of adolescence, under a theory 

118 experts call “natural desistance,” research suggests that more than half of the juveniles who are 

119 arraigned would not return to juvenile court.

120 (vii) A judge may consider that in some cases, confinement of the youth is necessary to 

121 achieve the goals of rehabilitation and public safety. A judge shall be mindful that, in the vast 

122 majority of cases, the goals of juvenile court can be met through community-based rehabilitation. 

123 Unnecessary institutional confinement, even for one night, may lead to harmful exposure to 

124 negative peer influences, and may have the unintended consequence of an adolescent self-

125 identifying as an offender, and may actually increase recidivism rates among juvenile offenders.

126 (viii) A judge shall tailor a probation sentence and conditions to carefully meet the goals 

127 of probation. This is dependent upon, both the circumstances and characteristics of the particular 

128 juvenile as well as the nature and circumstances of the offense. Careful consideration shall be 

129 given to not only the length of supervision, but also the specific conditions taking into account 

130 that: (1) extended program involvement beyond the average length of program involvement does 

131 not increase effectiveness; (2) that “less may be best” for some juveniles; or (3) that the issue 

132 facing the juvenile is best addressed in the juvenile court system, or whether the issue is best 

133 addressed through some other service delivery system.

134 (ix) When available, risk versus need assessments may be used to help a disposition or 

135 sentencing judge determine who may best be served by probation, and with what conditions. For 

136 example a youth with a low risk to reoffend should be involved with the court minimally or in a 
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137 diversion program. Youth with a moderate to high risk of reoffending should be subject to the 

138 minimum level of supervision and control necessary to promote public safety.

139 (x). At sentencing, a judge may wish to consider whether certain probation conditions 

140 will have unintended consequences: a supervision fee that creates an impossible financial 

141 hardship for example, or whether the youth may face other serious collateral consequences for an 

142 adjudication or conviction.

143 (xi) To promote confidence in the fairness of the proceedings, where appropriate, a judge 

144 may wish to articulate the reasons for why they are imposing a certain sentence or certain 

145 probationary conditions. 

146 (xii) At case disposition or sentencing, a judge shall consider whether the youth before 

147 the court has suffered trauma, whether sufficient evaluation has occurred to determine the 

148 youth’s needs), the effect trauma has had on the youth and their behavior, and whether there are 

149 steps that can be taken to help address the trauma and resulting behavioral issues.

150 (xiii) At sentencing or disposition, a judge may wish to consider the principles of positive 

151 youth development (PYD), to ensure the youth has their formative needs met to make a 

152 successful transition into adulthood. Principles of PYD include ensuring the youth has access to 

153 nurturing relationships with caring adults, positive peer relationships, good physical and mental 

154 health, effective education and job skills, and leadership and autonomous decision making 

155 opportunities.

156 (xiv) A sentencing or dispositional judge should strive to be ever-mindful of the effects of 

157 implicit bias on decision making. For example, disparate treatment of minority individuals has 

158 long-reaching impact and youth of color are vastly over-represented in the justice system.
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159 (xv) The potential benefits of diversion and pre-trial probation as a dispositional tool 

160 should be considered whenever possible. Research suggests that youth given the opportunity for 

161 diversion have lower rates of recidivism.

162 (xvi) At sentencing or case disposition, a judge should consider whether the youth before 

163 the court has substance abuse issues, whether further evaluation is warranted, and if so, whether 

164 the most effective means to address the issue been identified for this particular youth.

165 (xvii) At sentencing or disposition, each youth before the court shall be individual 

166 assessed. A judge may wish to consider the use of reliable risk and needs assessment tools to 

167 connect appropriate services to the needs and risk level of each youth. In appropriate cases, a 

168 judge may also wish to consider ordering an evaluation of the youth pursuant to section 68A.

169 (xviii) Careful consideration shall be given by the judge to whether the youth before the 

170 court is “dually-involved”, which for the purposes of this section shall mean a youth with both 

171 department of children and families’ and delinquency involvement, or whether the youth has 

172 mental health issues. For example, dually involved youth have significant trauma histories, and 

173 have often suffered significant disruption and losses in their normal functioning and 

174 development. A sentencing or dispositional judge may consider an integrated team approach 

175 where diversion or other appropriate case services can be explored. 

176 (xix) Pursuant to chapter 258B, a judge shall ensure that the victim of a crime has the 

177 right to confer with probation prior to the filing of a pre-sentence report, request restitution, and 

178 be heard through an oral or written impact statement, or at any other time as deemed appropriate 

179 by the court. 
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180 (xx). A judge shall participate in coordinated sentencing and case disposition panel 

181 discussions with peers, and take the opportunity to view first-hand division for youth services 

182 facilities. 

183 (xi). A judge shall periodically review relevant and material data and statistics relative to 

184 juvenile sentencing, and shall keep informed of the current state of the science and research as it 

185 relates to adolescent development and evidence-based best sentencing practices. 

186 SECTION 5.  Chapter 276 of the General Laws, as appearing in the 2014 Official 

187 Edition, is hereby amended by striking out section 100B and inserting in place thereof the 

188 following section:-

189 Section 100B. (a) Any person having a record of entries of a court appearance in any 

190 proceeding pursuant to section 52 to 62 of chapter 119, inclusive, in the commonwealth on file in 

191 the office of the commissioner of probation may, on a form furnished by the commissioner, 

192 signed under the penalties of perjury, request that the commissioner seal such file. The 

193 commissioner shall comply with such request provided: (1) that any court appearance or 

194 disposition including court supervision, probation, commitment or parole, the records for which 

195 are to be sealed, terminated not less than one year prior to said request; (2) that said person has 

196 not been adjudicated delinquent or found guilty of any criminal offense within the 

197 commonwealth in the one year preceding such request, except motor vehicle offenses in which 

198 the penalty does not exceed a fine of five-hundred and fifty dollars nor been imprisoned under 

199 sentence or committed as a delinquent within the commonwealth within the preceding one year; 

200 and (3) said form includes a statement by the petitioner that he has not been adjudicated 

201 delinquent or found guilty of any criminal offense in any other state, United States possession or 
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202 in a court of federal jurisdiction, except such motor vehicle offenses as aforesaid, and has not 

203 been imprisoned under sentence or committed as a delinquent in any state or county within the 

204 preceding one year.

205 (b) At the time of dismissal of a case, nolle prosequi, non-adjudication or when imposing 

206 any sentence, period of commitment or probation, or other disposition under section 58 of said 

207 chapter 119, the court shall inform all juveniles in writing of their right to seek sealing under this 

208 section, and that if the case ended in a dismissal, nolle prosequi, or without an adjudication, the 

209 court shall order sealing of the record at the time of the disposition unless the person charged 

210 with the offense objects.  The court shall also notify said juvenile that the record will be 

211 expunged three years after it is sealed unless the person charged with the offense objects.

212 (c) When records of delinquency and youthful offender appearances and dispositions are 

213 sealed by the commissioner in his files, the commissioner shall notify forthwith the clerk and the 

214 probation officer of the courts in which the adjudications or dispositions have occurred, or other 

215 entries have been made, police department from where the charges originated and the department 

216 of youth services of such sealing, and said clerks, probation officers, police department and 

217 department of youth services likewise shall seal records of the same proceedings in their files. 

218 Sealing of records under this section shall not preclude expungement of police records. The 

219 commissioner of probation also shall notify the State Police of such sealing and the State Police 

220 shall notify the Federal Bureau of Investigation of the sealing order and request that the FBI note 

221 that the record was sealed in its records if it has a record of the case. Such sealed records of a 

222 person shall not operate to disqualify a person in any future examination, appointment or 

223 application for public service under the government of the commonwealth or of any political 

224 subdivision thereof; nor shall such sealed records be admissible in evidence or used in any way 



12 of 21

225 in any court proceedings or hearings before any boards of commissioners, except in imposing 

226 sentence for subsequent offenses in juvenile or criminal proceedings.

227 Notwithstanding any other provision to the contrary, the commissioner shall report such 

228 sealed  juvenile record to inquiring police and court agencies only as ''sealed juvenile record over 

229 one year old'' and to other authorized persons who may inquire as ''no record''. The information 

230 contained in said sealed juvenile record shall be made available to a judge or probation officer 

231 who affirms that such person, whose record has been sealed, has been adjudicated a delinquent 

232 or has pleaded guilty or has been found guilty of and is awaiting sentence for a crime committed 

233 subsequent to sealing of such record. Said information shall be used only for the purpose of 

234 consideration in imposing sentence.

235 SECTION 6.  Said chapter 276, as so, is hereby further amended by inserting after 

236 section 100D, the following section:-

237 Section 100E.  (a) For the purpose of this section, the words expunge, expunged and 

238 expungement shall mean permanent erasure or destruction of information so that the information 

239 is no longer maintained in any file or record in an electronic, paper or other physical form.

240 (b) Notwithstanding section 100B, a person with a record of court appearances and 

241 dispositions in any proceeding pursuant to section 52 to 62 of chapter 119, inclusive, shall have 

242 the records of such a proceeding expunged upon the filing of a petition to expunge records with 

243 the commissioner of probation provided that:

244 (1) any juvenile court appearance or disposition including court supervision, probation, 

245 commitment or parole, the sealed records of misdemeanor offenses for which are to be expunged 

246 terminated not less than 3 years prior to said request; other sealed records may be expunged upon 
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247 the filing of a petition with the court in which the appearance or disposition occurred if there is 

248 good cause to expunge the record, which shall include a determination of whether there is a 

249 foreseeable disadvantage related to employment, housing or access to other opportunities if the 

250 records are not expunged.

251 (2) that said person had no juvenile adjudication, was not found guilty of any criminal 

252 offense within the commonwealth in the 3 years preceding such request, except motor vehicle 

253 offenses in which the penalty does not exceed a fine of $550, and was not imprisoned under 

254 sentence or committed to the department of youth services within the commonwealth within the 

255 preceding 3 years; and 

256 (3) said form includes a statement by the petitioner that during the preceding three years, 

257 the petitioner had no juvenile adjudication , was not found guilty of a criminal offense in any 

258 other state, United States possession or in a court of federal jurisdiction, except such motor 

259 vehicle offenses as aforesaid, and was not imprisoned under sentence or committed as a juvenile 

260 in any state or county within the preceding 3 years.

261 (c) The court shall also allow a petitioner to expunge the record if a case ended in a 

262 dismissal, nolle prosequi, or without an adjudication because: (1) the person charged with an 

263 offense was misidentified or mistakenly charged with an offense due to an error by law 

264 enforcement or court employees, or the person arrested or accused of committing the offense 

265 provided a false name;   or (2) fraud was perpetrated on the court related to offense.

266 (d) The form of the petition to expunge shall be furnished by the commissioner of 

267 probation. 
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268 (e) For any petition to expunge granted under this section, the clerks and probation 

269 officers of the courts in which the proceedings occurred or were initiated shall expunge all the 

270 records of the proceedings in their files in their paper, electronic, and any other form.

271 (f) Notwithstanding any other general or special law to the contrary, in the case of an 

272 expunged record, the commissioner of probation and the clerk of courts in a district court, 

273 superior court, juvenile court and the Boston municipal court, shall report that no record exists in 

274 response to inquiries. 

275 An applicant for employment, housing or an occupational license with an expunged 

276 record may answer no record to any inquiry regarding prior arrests, adjudications or other 

277 dispositions that were contained in an expunged record.

278 The expunged record shall not operate to disqualify any person in an examination, 

279 appointment or application for public employment in the service of the commonwealth or a 

280 subdivision thereof and no such appearances or dispositions shall be used against a person in any 

281 way in any court proceeding or hearing before a court, board or commission to which that person 

282 is a party to the proceeding.

283 (g) Notwithstanding any general or special law to the contrary, once the commissioner of 

284 probation expunges the records within the commissioner’s possession, the commissioner shall 

285 notify the department of youth services of the expungement and the department shall expunge 

286 such records from the department’s files. Any records subject to an expungement order shall be 

287 expunged in their paper, electronic and any other physical form. 

288 (h) The commissioner of probation shall also notify the department of state police of such 

289 expungement and the department of state police shall notify the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
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290 (FBI) of the expungement order and request that the FBI expunge its fingerprint and other 

291 records related to the case. 

292 SECTION  7.  Notwithstanding any general or special law to the contrary, juvenile 

293 records, including, but not limited to, juvenile conviction data, juvenile arrest data, or juvenile 

294 sealed record data, shall not be shared with the registry of motor vehicles by the court, probation, 

295 district attorney, law enforcement agencies, the department of criminal justice information 

296 services, or any other agency or entity that lawfully possesses such records.

297 SECTION 8. Notwithstanding any general or special law to the contrary, the department 

298 of youth services shall assess and report to the General Court the results of the Hampden county 

299 dual-status youth pilot program funded through private grants in the years 2012 and 2013. The 

300 report shall include feasibility, estimated costs, and resource and technology needs for expanding 

301 the program into each county. Cost and resource estimates shall include long-term cost savings 

302 of reduced incarceration and recidivism. The department shall file its report with the clerks of the 

303 house of representatives and the senate, who shall forward the report to the appropriate 

304 legislative committees.

305 SECTION 9. Section 37P of Chapter 71, as appearing in the 2014 Official Edition, is 

306 hereby amended by striking the second paragraph in subsection (b) and inserting in place thereof 

307 the following:

308 In assigning a school resource officer (hereinafter, “SRO”), the chief of police shall 

309 assign officers that the chief believes would strive to foster an optimal learning environment and 

310 educational community. The chief of police shall give preference to candidates who demonstrate 

311 the requisite personality and character to work with children and educators in a school 
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312 environment and who have received specialized training relating to working with adolescents 

313 and children, including cognitive development, de-escalation techniques, and alternatives to 

314 arrest and diversion strategies. The appointment shall not be based solely on seniority. The 

315 performance of an SRO shall be reviewed annually by the superintendent and the chief of police. 

316 The superintendent and the chief of police shall enter into a written memorandum of 

317 understanding which shall be placed on file in the offices of the school superintendent and the 

318 chief of police. 

319 The memorandum of understanding shall, at minimum, describe the following: 

320 (i) mission statement, goals, and objectives of the SRO program; 

321 (ii) roles and responsibilities of the SROs, the police agency, and the schools;

322 (iii) process for selecting SROs; 

323 (iv) mechanisms to incorporate SROs into the school environment, including school 

324 safety meetings; 

325 (v) information sharing between SROs, school staff, and other partners; 

326 (vi) organizational structure of the SRO program, including supervision of SROs and the 

327 lines of communication between the school district and police agency; and

328 (vii) training for SROs, including but not limited to continuing professional development 

329 in child and adolescent development, conflict resolution, and diversion strategies 

330 The memorandum of understanding shall state that SROs shall not serve as formal 

331 counselors, school disciplinarians, or enforcers of school regulations, and further that officers 
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332 shall not use police powers to address traditional school discipline issues, including non-violent 

333 disruptive behavior. 

334 The chief of police, in consultation with the school superintendent, shall establish 

335 standard operating procedures (hereinafter, “SOP”) to provide guidance to SROs about daily 

336 operations, policies, and procedures. At minimum, the SOP, as established by the chief of police, 

337 shall describe the following for the school resource officer:

338 (1) the SRO uniform;

339 (2) use of police force, arrest, citation, and court referral on school property;

340 (3) a statement and description of students’ legal rights, including the process for 

341 searching and questioning students and when parents and administrators shall be notified and 

342 present;

343 (4) chain of command, including delineating to whom the SRO reports and how school 

344 administrators and the SRO work together;

345 (5) performance evaluation standards, which shall incorporate monitoring compliance 

346 with the MOU and use of arrest, citation, and police force in school; 

347 (6) protocols for diverting and referring at-risk students to school- and community-based 

348 supports and providers; and

349 (7) information sharing between the SRO, school staff, and parents or guardians 

350 The executive office of public safety and security, in consultation with the department of 

351 elementary and secondary education, shall make available to all communities examples of model 
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352 memoranda of understanding, statements of procedures, and non-binding advisories on how to 

353 establish said documents.

354 SECTION 10. Section 2JJJJ of Chapter 29, is hereby amended by striking the following 

355 words-

356 “and for the municipal police training committee, under section 116 of chapter 6”

357 and inserting in place thereof the following words:- 

358 “, municipal police training committee, under section 116 of chapter, and the school 

359 resource officer training program”

360 SECTION 11. Section 12 of chapter 89 is hereby amended by striking out the word “$5” 

361 and inserting in place thereof “$6”

362 SECTION 12. Section 20 of chapter 90 is hereby amended by striking out the word “$25” 

363 and inserting in place thereof “$30”

364 SECTION 13. Section 37P of Chapter 71, as appearing in the 2014 Official Edition, is 

365 hereby amended by inserting the following subsections:

366 (g) The municipal police training committee shall establish a school resource officer 

367 training program (hereinafter, program) to train school resource officers (hereinafter, SRO) and 

368 chiefs of police, police supervisors, and school administrators who oversee or administer SRO 

369 programs. The municipal police training committee shall offer grants to municipalities, regional 

370 school districts, county agricultural schools, charter schools, and police agencies to cover the 

371 tuition and fees for training. Grants shall fund training offered by the committee or the following 

372 organizations:
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373 (1) national association of school resource officers;

374 (2) the national center for mental health and juvenile justice; and 

375 (3) any other training program that is consistent with subsections (i) and (j) and approved 

376 by the municipal police training committee or the department of elementary of secondary 

377 education.

378 (h) The secretary of public safety and security shall direct funding from the public safety 

379 training fund for the school resource officer training program. 

380 (i) Program training for officers shall include instruction on:

381 (1) school building security; 

382 (2) school resource officer roles and responsibilities;

383 (3) child and adolescent development;

384 (4) de-escalation and conflict resolution techniques with children and adolescents, 

385 positive school discipline, and implicit bias

386 (5) data collection and analysis; 

387 (6) juvenile law 

388 (7) Information sharing, including federal and state privacy laws; and,

389 (8) diversion strategies, including restorative justice and community based supports;

390 (j) Program training for school administrators, chiefs of police, and supervising police 

391 officers shall include instruction to promote knowledge, skills, and strategies in:
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392 (1) school building security; 

393 (2) SRO roles and responsibilities;

394 (3) integrating SROs into the school environment;

395 (4) developing memoranda of understanding;

396 (6) program evaluation, data collection and analysis; and,

397 (7) administering a school resource officer program

398 (k) The municipal police training committee shall develop a school resource officer 

399 certificate for officers who have completed requisite training in topics described in subsection (i). 

400 The municipal police training committee shall develop requirements defining continuing 

401 education for recertification. 

402 (l) The municipal police training committee shall develop standards defining minimum 

403 training standards for school resource officers that are consistent with subsection (i). The 

404 municipal police training committee shall publish on the committee website a collection of 

405 resources and experts guides relating to SRO programs, training, and administration. 

406 (m) The secretary of public safety and security, in consultation with the department of 

407 elementary and secondary education, shall promulgate rules and regulations for subsections (g) 

408 through (l), inclusive.

409 SECTION 14. Section 32 of chapter 12 of the General Laws is hereby amended by 

410 striking out subsection (b) and inserting in place thereof the following subsection:-



21 of 21

411 (b) A district attorney’s community based juvenile justice program shall work with 

412 program participants to provide support services to juvenile offenders and at-risk youth and their 

413 families to reduce the risk of offending or re-offending. The office of the district attorney shall 

414 work with the schools and community representatives on development of violence prevention 

415 and intervention programs which may include implementation of restorative justice programs.

416 SECTION 15. Section 32 of Chapter 12 is hereby further amended by inserting after 

417 "system." in subsection (c) the following sentence:-

418 The office shall notify the legal guardian(s) of minors affected by this section.

419 SECTION 16. Chapter 12 of the General Laws is hereby amended by inserting after 

420 section 32 the following section:- 

421 Section 32A.  (a) The district attorneys shall provide for pre-arraignment trauma and 

422 mental health screening for all detained minors. 


