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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts
_______________

In the One Hundred and Ninety-First General Court
(2019-2020)
_______________

An Act helping young parents and families.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the authority
of the same, as follows:

1
2
3
4

Chapter 15C of the General Laws, as appearing in the 2016 Official Edition, is hereby
amended by adding the following section:Section 30. As used in this section, the following words shall have the following
meanings unless the context clearly requires otherwise:

5

“Newborn child”, a child not more than 6 months of age.

6

“Student loan”, a loan primarily used to finance education or other school-related

7
8
9
10
11

expenses.
“Borrower”, a resident of the commonwealth who has received or agreed to pay a student
loan or a person who shares responsibility with that resident for repaying the student loan.
The Massachusetts Educational Finance Authority, in consultation with the Office of the
Attorney General, shall promulgate regulations and develop a program to allow for the deferment
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12

of student loans dispersed by the Authority by any borrower who is pregnant or who is a parent

13

or guardian caring for or adopting a newborn child. Said regulation shall: (i) include a deferment

14

period of not less than 6 months; (ii) require a birth certificate, adoption certificate, or

15

appropriate documentation from a healthcare professional or primary care doctor; and (iii) be

16

established no later than December 31, 2021.
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