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_______________

An Act relative to 3D printed weapons and “ghost guns”.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the authority
of the same, as follows:

1

Section 1. Section 121 of Chapter 140 of General Laws, is hereby amended by inserting

2

after the word “cartridges” in line 7 the following ‘ “assembly”, the fitting together of the

3

component parts of firearms to construct a firearm,’

4

Section 2. Section 121 of Chapter 140 of the General Laws, is hereby amended by

5

inserting after the word “gun” in line 100 ‘ “manufacture”, to newly fabricate or construct a

6

firearm’.

7

Section 3. Section 121 of Chapter 140 of the General Laws, is hereby amended by

8

inserting after the word “detectors” in line 54, ‘“frame or receiver”, that part of a firearm which

9

provides housing for the trigger group, including any such part (1) that is designed, intended or

10

marketed to be used in an assembled, operable firearm or (2) that, without the expenditure of

11

substantial time and effort, can be converted for use in an assembled, operable firearm. The term
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12

shall not include a piece of material that has had its size or external shape altered to facilitate

13

transportation or storage or has had its chemical composition altered.’

14

Section 4. Section 121 of Chapter 140 of the General Laws is hereby amended by

15

inserting after the word “detectors” in line 54, the following: a firearm shall include any firearm

16

frame or receiver.

17
18

Section 5. Chapter 140 is hereby amended by inserting the following new Section after
Section 122D.

19

Section 122E.

20

(a) No individual shall complete the manufacture or assembly of a firearm unless the

21

frame or receiver of the firearm has been engraved with a serial number or other mark in a

22

manner that conforms with the requirements imposed on licensed importers and licensed

23

manufacturers of firearms pursuant to 18 USC 923(i), as amended from time to time, and any

24

regulation adopted thereunder within.

25

(b) No person shall use a three-dimensional printer to manufacture any firearm, or any

26

part or component that is intended to be used to assemble or manufacture a functioning firearm,

27

unless such person possesses a federal license to manufacture firearms and operates in

28

compliance pursuant to 18 USC 923(i), as amended from time to time, and any regulation

29

adopted thereunder within.

30

(c) No person shall distribute by any means, including the Internet, to a person in

31

Massachusetts who is not registered or licensed as a manufacturer, digital instructions in the

32

form of computer-aided design files or other code or instructions stored and displayed in
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33

electronic format as a digital model that may be used to program a three-dimensional printer to

34

manufacture or produce a firearm, firearm receiver, magazine, or firearm component.

35

As used in this subsection: “three-dimensional printer” means a computer or computer-

36

driven machine or device capable of producing a three-dimensional object from a digital model;

37

and “distribute” means to sell, or to manufacture, give, provide, lend, trade, mail, deliver,

38

publish, circulate, disseminate, display, share, advertise, offer, or make available via the Internet

39

or by any other means, whether for pecuniary gain or not, and includes an agreement or attempt

40

to distribute.

41

(d) No individual shall complete the manufacture or assembly of any firearm that is

42

undetectable. "Undetectable firearm” means a firearm that: (1) after removal of all parts other

43

than major components, is not as detectable as the Security Exemplar, by walk-through metal

44

detectors calibrated and operated to detect the Security Exemplar; or (2) includes a major

45

component which, if the firearm were subjected to inspection by the types of detection devices

46

commonly used at airports for security screening, would not generate an image that accurately

47

depicts the shape of the component.

48
49
50
51
52
53

"Major component” means the slide or cylinder or the frame or receiver of a firearm and,
in the case of a rifle or shotgun, also includes the barrel.
“Security Exemplar” means the Security Exemplar fabricated in accordance with
subparagraph (C) of paragraph (2) of subsection (p) of 18 U.S.C. § 922
(e) Not later than thirty days after an individual completes manufacturing or assembling a
firearm pursuant to this section, such individual shall notify the commissioner of the department
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54

of criminal justice information services and provide any identifying information concerning the

55

firearm and the owner of such firearm pursuant to Section 128B of Chapter 140.

56

(f) The provisions of this section shall not apply to (1) manufacture or assembly of

57

firearms by a federally licensed firearm manufacturer, or (2) delivery or transfer of a firearm to a

58

law enforcement agency

59

(g) No individual shall knowingly, facilitate, aid or abet the manufacture or assembly of a

60

firearm by an individual or for an individual who is otherwise prohibited by law from owning or

61

possessing a firearm.

62

(h) Any person who violates any provision of this Section shall be punished by

63

imprisonment in the state prison by a term of not more than ten years for each offense, or by a

64

fine of not more than ten thousand dollars, or by both such imprisonment and fine.
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