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By Mr. Xiarhos of Barnstable, a petition (accompanied by bill, House, No. 3251) of Steven G.
Xiarhos and others for legislation to establish August 31st as overdose awareness day in the
Commonwealth. State Administration and Regulatory Oversight.

The Commontwealth of Massachusetts

In the One Hundred and Ninety-Second General Court
(2021-2022)

An Act making August 31st overdose awareness day in the Commonwealth.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the authority
of the same, as follows:

Whereas, recognizing that addiction is a disease, Overdose Awareness Day aims to raise

awareness of overdose and reduce the stigma of drug-related death; and

Whereas, Overdose Awareness Day acknowledges the grief felt by families and friends
remembering those who have met with death or permanent injury as a result of drug overdose;

and

Whereas, globally, an estimated minimum of 190,900 premature deaths are caused by
drugs. The United States leads the world in drug overdose deaths, with opioids accounting for

the majority of drug-related deaths. Such deaths are avoidable in most cases; and

Whereas, this day provides an opportunity for people to mourn publicly for loved ones,
some for the first time, without feeling guilt or shame. It also sends a strong message to current

and former drug users that they are valued; and
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Whereas, in recognition of Overdose Awareness Day, the House urges the citizens of this

great Commonwealth to educate themselves about this important issue.

Therefore: The Commonwealth of Massachusetts officially declares August 31st

Overdose Awareness Day and recognizes it as such.
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