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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
 

_______________ 
In the One Hundred and Ninety-Fourth General Court 

(2025-2026) 
_______________ 

 
An Act relative to Massachusetts winning global investment, talent, and innovation. 
 
 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to defeat its purpose, which is to 
finance improvements to the commonwealth's economic infrastructure, drive industry 
innovation, and promote economic opportunity and job creation, therefore it is hereby declared 
to be an emergency law, necessary for the immediate preservation of the public convenience. 
 
 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the authority 
of the same, as follows: 
 

1  SECTION 1. To provide for a program of community development, economic 

2 opportunities, support for local governments, increased industry innovation, job creation and the 

3 promotion of economic reinvestment through the funding of infrastructure improvements the 

4 sums set forth in section 2 for the several purposes and subject to the conditions specified in this 

5 act, are hereby made available, subject to the laws regulating the disbursement of public funds. 

6 These sums shall be in addition to any amounts previously authorized and made available for the 

7 purposes of those items. The sums set forth in section 2 shall be made available until June 30, 

8 2036. 

9  SECTION 2. 

10  EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
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11  Office of the Secretary 

12  7002-8079  For a capital grant program to be administered by the executive office of 

13 economic development to provide grants to private businesses that are constructing or expanding 

14 commercial, industrial or manufacturing facilities in the commonwealth which may include, but 

15 shall not be limited to: (i) the construction or expansion of facilities in a manner that eliminates 

16 or minimizes the use of fossil-fuel heating and cooling equipment, or incorporates other 

17 decarbonization measures that would not otherwise be incorporated into the facility design; (ii) 

18 the integration of design features that make a facility more resilient to the impacts of climate 

19 change, where such design features would not otherwise be economically feasible; and (iii) 

20 capital investments that support the creation of a significant number of new jobs in the 

21 commonwealth; provided, that the secretary of economic development shall issue program 

22 guidelines around the administration of the program which may include the administration of the 

23 program through a contract with the Massachusetts Development Finance Agency established in 

24 section 2 of chapter 23G of the General Laws, or any other appropriate quasi-governmental 

25 agency; and provided further, that grants shall be awarded in a manner that promotes geographic 

26 equity ........................................................................................................................... $25,000,000 

27  7002-8080 For the executive office of economic development to make grants to 

28 support the development and application of artificial intelligence technologies in strategically 

29 important sectors of the state’s economy including but not limited to life sciences, healthcare, 

30 advanced manufacturing, climatetech, quantum, defense technology, transportation and robotics; 

31 provided that grants may be made from this item to public entities, non-profit entities and private 

32 businesses; and provided further, that grant funding may be administered by the Massachusetts 

33 Technology Park Corporation, the Massachusetts Life Sciences Center, the Massachusetts 
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34 Technology Development Corporation, or the Massachusetts Clean Energy Technology 

35 Center............................................................................................................................ $75,000,000 

36  7002-8081 For the executive office of economic development to provide capital 

37 grants to support the construction, fit-out, and improvement of one or more sites where early 

38 stage and high growth business ventures are encouraged to establish operations in the 

39 Commonwealth; provided that the executive office may contract with the Massachusetts 

40 Development Finance Agency, or other state authority as defined in section 1 of chapter 29, to 

41 administer the grants or other financial assistance from this line item; and provided further, that 

42 grants shall be awarded in a manner that promotes geographic equity 

43 ………………………………………………………………………………..……... $20,000,000 

44  7002-8082 For the executive office of economic development for investments in 

45 capital assets or public infrastructure that promote economic growth, job creation, and talent 

46 recruitment and retention in the defense sector, including to support innovation in defense-

47 related technologies such as artificial intelligence, cybersecurity, robotics and autonomous 

48 systems, semiconductors and microelectronics, biosecurity, and advanced manufacturing; 

49 provided that grants from this line item may be made to public and private entities as determined 

50 by the executive office; and provided further that grant funding may be administered by the 

51 Massachusetts Technology Park Corporation, the Massachusetts Life Sciences Center, the 

52 Massachusetts Technology Development Corporation, the Massachusetts Development Finance 

53 Agency, and the Massachusetts Clean Energy Technology Center. …………… $100,000,000 

54  7002-8084  For a competitive program to be administered by the Massachusetts 

55 Technology Park Corporation established in section 3 of chapter 40J of the General Laws to 
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56 provide capital grants to support research and development of robotics technology including, but 

57 not limited to, robotics incubation, testing, training, workforce development, research and 

58 development and commercialization activities; provided, that grants may be made to nonprofit 

59 entities, public or private universities or private business 

60 entities...........................................................................................................................$25,000,000 

61  7002-8085  For a grant program to cities, towns, regional organizations whose 

62 membership is exclusively composed of municipal governments, municipal redevelopment 

63 authorities or agencies or quasi-governmental agencies to support economic development in 

64 Massachusetts, including, but not limited to, support for the vitality, activation, improvement, 

65 and competitiveness of downtowns, main streets, business districts, town centers, commercial 

66 corridors, cultural districts, and other walkable mixed-use areas; provided that the executive 

67 office of economic development shall establish program requirements through regulations or 

68 policy guidelines; and provided further, that grants shall be awarded in a manner that promotes 

69 geographic equity 

70 ...........................................................................................................$25,000,000 

71  7002-8083 For the executive office of economic development to provide capital 

72 grants to support food science, agricultural enterprises, resilient and sustainable food innovation, 

73 food and agricultural technology, and related sectors; provided that the executive office may 

74 contract with the Massachusetts Development Finance Agency, or other state authority as 

75 defined in section 1 of chapter 29, to administer the grants from this item; and provided further, 

76 that grants shall be awarded in a manner that promotes geographic equity 

77 .…………………………………………………………………………….……..$10,000,000 
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78  7002-8086 For the executive office of economic development to provide capital 

79 grants to enhance the arts, culture, and the creative economy in Massachusetts, including but not 

80 limited to grants to cities and towns for public realm and streetscape improvements that enhance 

81 downtown vibrancy, rehabilitation of historic districts, wayfinding and signage to support 

82 cultural institutions, improvements to public gathering and performance spaces, and permanent 

83 public art installations; provided that the executive office may contract with the Massachusetts 

84 Development Finance Agency, or other state authority as defined in section 1 of chapter 29, to 

85 administer the grants from this item; and provided further, that grants shall be awarded in a 

86 manner that promotes geographic equity. 

87 .………………………………………………..$25,000,000 

88  SECTION 3. Subsection (b) of section 204 of chapter 6 of the General Laws, as 

89 appearing in the 2024 Official Edition, is hereby amended by striking out, in lines 20 to 21, the 

90 words “but shall not serve for longer than 8 consecutive years”.  

91  SECTION 4. Subsection (c) of section 16I of chapter 6A of the General Laws, as 

92 appearing in the 2024 Official Edition, is hereby amended by striking out, in line 13, the words 

93 “housing and”.    

94  SECTION 5. Subsection (d) of said section 16I of said chapter 6A of the General Laws, 

95 as so appearing, is hereby amended by striking out, in line 20, the word “community” and 

96 inserting in place thereof the following word:- economic.  

97  SECTION 6. Chapter 7 of the General Laws is hereby amended by inserting after section 

98 4S the following new section:- 
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99  Section 4T. Notwithstanding any general or special law to the contrary, the 

100 commissioner, in consultation with the deputy commissioner of local services and the secretary 

101 of housing and livable communities, shall direct all departments, commissions, offices, boards, 

102 divisions, institutions or other agencies administering discretionary or competitive grant 

103 programs for which eligible recipients include municipalities or other public instrumentalities to 

104 establish a preference modifier for prospective recipients in which requirements or regulations 

105 relative to the production of affordable housing are consistent with local needs, as defined in 

106 section 20 of chapter 40B; provided, however, that a regional or other partnership of 2 or more 

107 municipalities shall only be eligible for such preference modifier if the applicable requirements 

108 or regulations in all included municipalities are consistent with local needs as described herein. 

109 A municipality or other public instrumentality applying for a discretionary or competitive grant 

110 subject to this section that wishes to benefit from such preference modifier shall indicate, in a 

111 format prescribed by the applicable department, commission, office, board, division, institution 

112 or agency, that local requirements and regulations are presently consistent with local needs; 

113 provided, however, that the administering entity may seek additional information from the 

114 executive office of housing and livable communities related to the subsidized housing inventory 

115 to confirm eligibility. 

116  The secretary shall annually, on or before July 1, report on the implementation of this 

117 section to the senate and house committees on ways and means and the joint committee on 

118 housing. 

119  SECTION 7. Section 35FF of chapter 10 of the General Laws is hereby repealed.   
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120  SECTION 8. Chapter 23 of the General Laws is hereby amended by adding the following 

121 new section: 

122  Section 27. (a) The secretary of labor and workforce development, in collaboration with 

123 the secretary of education and the secretary economic development, shall produce an annual 

124 report on the status of the commonwealth’s job market at the time of the report and an analysis of 

125 the labor market need for the ensuing 5-year period as necessary to ensure the economic 

126 competitiveness of the commonwealth. Said report should include, but not be limited to:  

127  (i) recommendations related to policies and investments to ensure the state has the 

128 necessary workforce to address any known or reasonably anticipated future labor market needs, 

129 including identification of those business sectors poised to experience growth and anticipated 

130 gaps in filling employment need in such sectors;  

131  (ii) a progress report on the status of career pathway programs in the commonwealth’s 

132 high schools, in higher education and in workforce training programs in targeted industries; and  

133  (iii) an analysis of data regarding the skills required for jobs in key industries as 

134 identified by the secretary of labor and workforce development or enumerated in line 7002-8070 

135 of section 2 of chapter 238 of the Acts of 2024.  

136  (b) Not later than December 31, the secretary of labor and workforce development, in 

137 collaboration with the secretary of education and the secretary economic development, shall 

138 annually make such report, along with any related recommendations, available to the public. Not 

139 later than December 31, the secretary of labor and workforce development shall submit such 

140 annual report to the office of the governor and relevant state agencies for the purpose of guiding 
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141 decision-making in said agencies with regard to policy adoption and development and state 

142 funding investments and to the house and senate committees on ways and means.  

143  SECTION 9. Section 5A of chapter 23B of the General Laws, as appearing in the 2024 

144 Official Edition, is hereby amended by striking the first paragraph and inserting in place thereof 

145 the following paragraph:-  

146  There shall be within the executive office a housing appeals committee, consisting of 5 

147 members to be appointed by the secretary or their designee, of whom 1 shall be an officer or 

148 employee of the executive office or any agency or division within the executive office, and 2 

149 members to be appointed by the governor, of whom 1 shall be a current or recent member of a 

150 select board and 1 shall be a current or recent member of a city council or similar governing 

151 body of a city. The members shall serve for terms of 2 years each, and the secretary or their 

152 designee shall designate the chairperson. A member of the committee shall receive no 

153 compensation for such services, but shall be reimbursed by the commonwealth for all reasonable 

154 expenses actually and necessarily incurred in the performance of official duties. Said committee 

155 shall hear all petitions for review filed under section 22 of chapter 40B, and shall conduct said 

156 hearings in accordance with rules and regulations established by the secretary or their designee; 

157 provided, however, that the committee may hear multiple such petitions concurrently provided 

158 that any such petition is heard by no fewer than 3 members, at least 2 of whom have been 

159 appointed by the secretary or their designee and at least 1 of whom has been appointed by the 

160 governor, as assigned by the chairperson. 
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161  SECTION 10. Subsection (b) of section 5 of chapter 23I of the General Laws, as 

162 appearing in the 2024 Official Edition, is hereby amended by striking out, in line 37, the word 

163 “3F” and inserting in place thereof the following word:- 3C.   

164  SECTION 11. Said subsection (b) of said section 5 of said chapter 23I, as so appearing, is 

165 hereby further amended by adding the following 2 sentences:-    

166  The decision by the center to certify or deny certification of a life sciences company and 

167 the decision to award or deny any incentives pursuant to subsections (c) or (d), including but not 

168 limited to the amount of such award, and any conditions or limitations on such authorization, 

169 shall be decisions that are in the sole discretion of the center. Such decision by the center shall be 

170 final and shall not be subject to administrative appeal or judicial review pursuant to chapter 30A 

171 or give rise to any other cause of action or legal or equitable claim or remedy.   

172  SECTION 12. Said section 5 of said chapter 23I of the General Laws, as so appearing, is 

173 hereby amended by striking out subsection (d) and inserting in place thereof the following 

174 subsection:-    

175  (d) (1) There shall be established a life sciences tax incentive program. The center, in 

176 consultation with the department, may authorize incentives, including incentives carried forward 

177 or refunded pursuant to subsections (m), (n) and (r) of section 6 of chapter 62, paragraph 17 of 

178 section 30 of chapter 63, the second time it appears, section 31M of said chapter 63, the second 

179 time it appears, paragraph 6 of subsection (f) of section 38 of said chapter 63, subsection (k) of 

180 section 38M of said chapter 63, section 38U of said chapter 63, section 38V of said chapter 63, 

181 section 38W of said chapter 63, section 38CC of said chapter 63, the second paragraph of 

182 subsection (c) of section 42B of said chapter 63 and subsection (xx) of section 6 of chapter 64H 
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183 in a cumulative amount, including the current year cost of incentives allowed in previous years, 

184 that shall not exceed $40,000,000 annually. The center may authorize incentives to a life 

185 sciences company that spans multiple years if the total amount of incentives due to be taken in 

186 any single calendar year does not exceed the applicable cap. The center shall determine the 

187 amount and type of any such incentive to authorize and the schedule on which those incentives 

188 may be claimed. The center may, in consultation with the department, limit any incentive to a 

189 specific dollar amount or time duration or in any other manner deemed appropriate by the 

190 department; provided, however, that the department shall only allocate any such incentives 

191 among commonwealth certified life sciences companies pursuant to subsection (b) and shall 

192 award such tax incentives pursuant to subsection (c).   

193  The center shall provide an estimate to the secretary of administration and finance of the 

194 tax cost of extending benefits to a proposed project before certification, as approved by the 

195 commissioner of revenue, based on reasonable projections of project activities and costs. Tax 

196 incentives shall not be available to a certified life sciences company unless expressly granted by 

197 the secretary of administration and finance in writing.   

198  (2) When authorizing incentives pursuant to subsection (d), the center shall require the 

199 certified life sciences company to execute a written agreement setting forth the terms and 

200 conditions on which the tax credits may be claimed. Such written agreement shall set forth the 

201 company’s permanent new or retained full time employees, commitments over 1 or more years, 

202 set forth a schedule on which the credits may be claimed and other such terms or conditions as 

203 the center may in its discretion require. Such agreement may also, at the center’s discretion, limit 

204 or restrict the right of the certified life sciences company to carry unused tax credits forward to 

205 subsequent tax years.   
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206  SECTION 13. Subsection (e) of said section 5 of said chapter 23I, as so appearing, is 

207 hereby amended by striking out the first 2 paragraphs and inserting in place thereof the following 

208 2 paragraphs:-    

209  (1) Certification granted pursuant to subsection (b) shall be valid starting with the tax 

210 year in which certification is granted. Each certified life sciences company shall file an annual 

211 report with the center certifying whether the company has achieved the job commitments, met 

212 the specific targets established in the proposal pursuant to subclause (A) of clause (i) of 

213 subsection (b) and other material obligations or representations set forth in the written agreement 

214 pursuant to paragraph (2) of subsection (d).   

215  (2) The certification of a life sciences company may be revoked by the center after an 

216 investigation and determination that representations made by the certified life sciences company 

217 in its certification proposal or written agreement pursuant to paragraph (2) of subsection (d) are 

218 materially at variance with the conduct of the life sciences company after receiving certification; 

219 provided, however, that the center shall review the certified life sciences company at least 

220 annually; provided, further, that the center shall have the discretion to determine whether the 

221 material variance shall result in revocation of a project certification, taking into account: (i) the 

222 conduct of the certified life sciences company subsequent to the project certification; (ii) the 

223 extent to which the material variance is the result of unforeseen conditions that are outside the 

224 control of the certified life sciences company; and (iii) other considerations as the center shall 

225 establish by policy. In the event the center revokes certification of a life sciences company, the 

226 center shall provide its reasons for the decision in writing to the secretary of administration and 

227 finance, the commissioner of revenue and the clerks of the house of representatives and the 

228 senate, who shall forward the same to the house and senate committees on ways and means, the 
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229 joint committee on revenue and the joint committee on economic development and emerging 

230 technologies. The center shall post these reasons on the internet for public access.   

231  SECTION 14. Said subsection (e) of said section 5 of said chapter 23I, as so appearing, is 

232 hereby further amended by striking out paragraph (4) and inserting in place thereof the following 

233 2 paragraphs:-    

234  (4) In connection with an award of refundable jobs credits pursuant to subsection (r) of 

235 section 6 of chapter 62 or section 38CC of chapter 63, if the center finds that the certified life 

236 sciences company is in material variance with the terms of the written agreement entered into 

237 under subsection (d)(2) then the center may rescind tax credits awarded but not yet claimed, and 

238 request that the department recapture tax credits already claimed. The center shall have 

239 discretion to provide the company with reasonable opportunity to cure the material variance and 

240 rescind or recapture tax credits in proportion to the company’s compliance, as determined by the 

241 center. Tax credits shall be rescinded or recaptured by sending a written notice to the certified 

242 life sciences company and the department. Where applicable, the department shall recapture tax 

243 credits in accordance with subsection (r) of section 6 of chapter 62 or section 38CC of chapter 

244 63.    

245  (5) Nothing in this subsection shall limit any legal remedies available to the 

246 commonwealth against any certified life sciences company.   

247  SECTION 15. Subsection (f) of said section 5 of said chapter 23I of the General Laws, as 

248 so appearing, is hereby amended by striking out, in lines 149 to 150, the word “independent”.   
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249  SECTION 16.  Section 1 of chapter 23J of the General Laws, as appearing in the 2024 

250 Official Edition, is hereby amended by striking out the definition of “’Fund” and inserting in 

251 place thereof the following definition:-   

252  ''Fund'', the Climatetech Investment Fund established in section 15 of chapter 23J.   

253  SECTION 17. Said section 1 of said chapter 23J, as so appearing, is hereby further 

254 amended by striking out the definition of “Trust fund.’    

255  SECTION 18. Section 2 of said chapter 23J, as so appearing, is hereby amended by 

256 striking out, in lines 13 to 15, inclusive, the words “, in collaboration with the Massachusetts 

257 Renewable Energy Trust Fund established in section 4E of chapter 40J,”.  

258  SECTION 19. Subsection (e) of said section 2 of said chapter 23J, as so appearing, is 

259 hereby amended by striking out the second paragraph.  

260  SECTION 20. Section 3 of said chapter 23J, as so appearing, is hereby amended by 

261 striking out, in lines 65 to 66, the words “Massachusetts Alternative and Clean Energy 

262 Investment Trust Fund” and inserting in place thereof the following word:- fund.    

263  SECTION 21. Subsection (a) of said section 3 of said chapter 23J, as so appearing, is 

264 hereby amended by striking out paragraphs (26) and (31).    

265  SECTION 22. Section 5 of said chapter 23J, as so appearing, is hereby amended by 

266 striking out, in lines 16 to 19, inclusive, the words “and the trust fund over the previous fiscal 

267 year, the ability of the fund to meet the requirements in section 35FF of chapter 10 and the 

268 ability of the trust fund to meet the requirements in section 9” and inserting in place thereof the 
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269 following words:- over the previous fiscal year, the ability of the fund to meet the requirements 

270 in section 15.    

271  SECTION 23. Section 9 of said chapter 23J of the General Laws is hereby repealed.   

272  SECTION 24. Section 11 of said chapter 23J of the General Laws, as so appearing, is 

273 hereby amended by striking out, in lines 2 to 3, the words “the fund and the trust fund” and 

274 inserting in place thereof the following words:- any trust funds administered by the center under 

275 this chapter.   

276  SECTION 25.Subsection (a) of section 15 of said chapter 23J of the General Laws, as so 

277 appearing, is hereby amended by striking out, in line 6, the words “and (iii)” and inserting in 

278 place thereof the following words:- (iii) all amounts collected under section 20 of chapter 25; and 

279 (iv).   

280  SECTION 26. Subsection (b) of section 16 of said chapter 23J, so appearing, is hereby 

281 amended by adding the following 2 sentences:- The decision by the center to certify or deny 

282 certification of a climatetech company and the decision to award or deny any incentives pursuant 

283 to subsection (d), including without limitation the amount of such award, and any conditions or 

284 limitations on such authorization, shall be decisions that are in the sole discretion of the center. 

285 Such decision by the center shall be final and shall not be subject to administrative appeal or 

286 judicial review pursuant to chapter 30A or give rise to any other cause of action or legal or 

287 equitable claim or remedy.    

288  SECTION 27. Subsection (c) of said section 16 of said chapter 23J, as so appearing, is 

289 hereby amended by striking out paragraph (1) and inserting in place thereof the following 

290 paragraph:-    
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291  (1) Certification granted pursuant to subsection (b) shall be valid starting with the tax 

292 year in which certification is granted. Each certified climatetech company shall file an annual 

293 report with the center certifying whether the company has achieved the job commitments, met 

294 the specific targets established in the proposal pursuant to clause (i) of subsection (b) and, if not, 

295 detailing its progress towards those targets, and other material obligations or representations set 

296 forth in the written agreement pursuant to paragraph (3) of subsection (d).    

297  SECTION 28. Paragraph (2) of said subsection (c) of said section 16 of said chapter 23J, 

298 as so appearing, is hereby amended by inserting, in line 56, after the word “proposal” the 

299 following words:- or written agreement pursuant to paragraph (3) of subsection (d).    

300  SECTION 29. Said subsection (c) of said section 16 of said chapter 23J, as so appearing, 

301 is hereby further amended by striking out paragraph (3) and inserting in place thereof the 

302 following 2 paragraphs:-     

303  (3) In connection with an award of refundable jobs credits pursuant to subsection (hh) of 

304 section 6 of chapter 62 or section 38TT of chapter 63, if the center finds the certified climatetech 

305 company is in material noncompliance with the terms of the written agreement entered into 

306 under paragraph (3) of subsection (d) then the center may rescind tax credits awarded but not yet 

307 claimed, and request that the department recapture tax credits already claimed. The center shall 

308 have discretion to provide the company with reasonable opportunity to cure the material 

309 noncompliance and rescind or recapture tax credits in proportion to the company’s compliance, 

310 as determined by the center. Tax credits shall be rescinded or recaptured by sending a written 

311 notice to the certified climatetech company and the department. Where applicable, the 
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312 department shall recapture tax credits in accordance with subsection (hh) of section 6 of chapter 

313 62 or section 38TT of chapter 63.    

314  (4) Nothing in this subsection shall limit any legal remedies available to the 

315 commonwealth against any certified climatetech company.    

316  SECTION 30. Section (d) of said section 16 of said chapter 23J, as so appearing, is 

317 hereby amended by striking out paragraph (1) and inserting in place thereof the following 

318 paragraph:-     

319  (1) The center, in consultation with the department of revenue, may authorize incentives, 

320 including those established in subsections (gg) and (hh) of section 6 of chapter 62, subsection (k) 

321 of section 38M of chapter 63, section 38RR of said chapter 63, section 38SS of said chapter 63, 

322 section 38TT of said chapter 63, the second paragraph of subsection (c) of section 42B of said 

323 chapter 63 and subsection (yy) of section 6 of chapter 64H, that shall not exceed $30,000,000 

324 annually. The center may authorize incentives to a climatetech company that spans multiple 

325 years if the total amount of incentives due to be taken in any single calendar year does not 

326 exceed the applicable cap. The center shall determine the amount and type of any such incentive 

327 to authorize and the schedule on which those incentives may be claimed. The center, in 

328 consultation with the department of revenue, may limit the incentives to a specific dollar amount 

329 or time duration or in any other manner deemed appropriate by the department of revenue; 

330 provided, however, that the department of revenue shall only allocate the incentives among 

331 certified climatetech companies.    

332  SECTION 31. Said section (d) of said section 16 of said chapter 23J, as so appearing, is 

333 hereby further amended by adding the following paragraph:-     
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334  (3) When authorizing incentives pursuant to subsection (d), the center shall require the 

335 certified climatetech company to execute a written agreement setting forth the terms and 

336 conditions on which the tax credits may be claimed. Such written agreement shall set forth the 

337 company’s permanent new or retained full time employees, commitments over one or more 

338 years, set forth a schedule on which the credits may be claimed and other such terms or 

339 conditions as the center may in its discretion require. Such agreement may also, at the center’s 

340 discretion, limit or restrict the right of the certified climatetech company to carry unused tax 

341 credits forward to subsequent tax years.  

342  SECTION 32. Said chapter 23J of the General Laws, as so appearing, is hereby amended 

343 by adding the following section:-    

344  Section 17. (a) Unless stated otherwise, the terms used in this section shall have the 

345 meaning defined in section 1 of chapter 164.      

346  (b) As used in this section, unless the context clearly indicates otherwise, “gridtech 

347 solution” shall mean novel technologies, novel applications of technologies, and other innovative 

348 approaches, including but not limited to, novel retail rate designs, distributed energy resource 

349 wiring configurations or customer energy solutions.   

350  (c) There shall be a gridtech deployment advisory board. Such board shall be tasked with 

351 (i) exploring opportunities for public-private partnerships to test or deploy at scale gridtech, (ii) 

352 facilitating connections between gridtech companies and relevant distribution companies, and 

353 (iii) identifying and proposing solutions to barriers in the existing practices of an electric 

354 company, as defined in section 1 of chapter 164, or the department of public utilities, provided 

355 such solutions are permissible under state law. The advisory board shall prioritize, where 
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356 appropriate, the deployment of gridtech that reduce electric distribution and transmission grid 

357 costs and support achievement of the statewide greenhouse gas emissions limits and sublimits 

358 under chapter 21N.    

359  (d) The board established pursuant to subsection (c) shall be comprised of the chief 

360 executive officer of the Massachusetts clean energy technology center, or their designee, the 

361 commissioner of the department of energy resources, or their designee, the chair of the 

362 department of public utilities, or their designee, the secretary of the executive office of economic 

363 development, or their designee, 1 of whom shall be a representative from the body established 

364 under chapter 40G, 1 of whom shall be a representative from each electric company, as defined 

365 by section 1 of chapter 64, 1 of whom shall be a representative from the Massachusetts 

366 Municipal Wholesale Electric Company, 1 of whom shall be a representative from a municipal 

367 electric distribution company or an organization that represents municipal electric distribution 

368 companies, and 3 of whom representatives from organizations involved or familiar with the 

369 development, financing or implementation of gridtech solutions. The board shall be co-chaired 

370 by the chief executive officer of the Massachusetts clean energy technology center, or their 

371 designee, and a member of an electric company serving on the advisory board. All 

372 representatives shall, unless otherwise provided, be appointed by the chief executive officer of 

373 the Massachusetts clean energy technology center.    

374  (e) The electric companies shall file for review and approval with the department of 

375 public utilities any process approved by the board to review, on an expedited basis, requests for 

376 limited waivers of prior department orders that will alleviate gridtech deployment barriers.    
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377  (f) The department shall approve any process filed under subsection (d) if it determines 

378 that such process is in the public interest, including but not limited to reducing electric grid costs 

379 and supporting achievement of the statewide greenhouse gas emissions limits and sublimits 

380 under chapter 21N.    

381  (g) Annually, the board shall identify barriers to the deployment of discrete gridtech 

382 technologies and applications in existing utility practices and orders issued by the department of 

383 public utilities, as well as potential solutions to those barriers and, as applicable, limited waivers 

384 of department orders to alleviate the identified barriers. The electric companies shall seek 

385 approval from the department of any limited waivers identified and approved by the board so 

386 long as they are consistent with the process approved by the department under subsection (f).    

387  (h) Nothing in this section shall preclude members of the board from testing, funding or 

388 scaling gridtech solutions outside of the processes outlined in this section.    

389  SECTION 33. Section 20 of chapter 25 of the General Laws, as appearing in the 2024 

390 Official Edition, is hereby amended by striking out subsection (a) and inserting in place thereof 

391 the following subsection:-     

392  (a) The department shall require a mandatory charge of 0.5 mill per kilowatt-hour for all 

393 electricity consumers, except those served by a municipal lighting plant which does not supply 

394 generation service outside its own service territory or does not open its service territory to 

395 competition at the retail level. All revenues generated by the mandatory charge shall be 

396 deposited into and expended in a manner consistent with the requirements of the Climatetech 

397 Investment Fund, established under section 15 of chapter 23J.     
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398  SECTION 34. Subsection (b) of said section 20 of said chapter 25, as so appearing, is 

399 hereby amended by striking out, in line 22, the words “Massachusetts Renewable Energy Trust” 

400 and inserting in place thereof the following words:- Climatetech Investment Fund.    

401  SECTION 35. Said subsection (b) of said section 20 of said chapter 25, as so appearing, 

402 is hereby further amended by inserting, in line 24, after the words “subsidy from” the following 

403 words:- revenues from mandatory charges held by.    

404  SECTION 36. Said subsection (b) of said section 20 of said chapter 25, as so appearing, 

405 is hereby further amended by striking out, in line 28, the word “collaborative” and inserting in 

406 place thereof the following words:- Massachusetts clean energy technology center.  

407  SECTION 37. Chapter 29 of the General Laws is hereby amended by adding the 

408 following new section:- 

409  Section 2GGGGGG. Artificial Intelligence Innovation Trust Fund 

410  (a) There shall be established and set up on the books of the commonwealth a separate 

411 fund to be known as the Massachusetts Artificial Intelligence Innovation Trust Fund. The 

412 secretary of economic development shall be the trustee of the fund and shall, in consultation with 

413 the executive director of the Massachusetts Technology Park Corporation established pursuant to 

414 chapter 40J, expend money from the fund to: (i) provide grants or other financial assistance to 

415 companies developing or deploying artificial intelligence models in key industry sectors as 

416 enumerated in line 7002-8070 of section 2 of chapter 238 of the Acts of 2024; provided, 

417 however, that the secretary may seek the commitment of matching or other additional funds from 

418 private sources before making an expenditure from the fund; (ii) establishment or promotion of 

419 artificial intelligence entrepreneurship programs, which may include partnerships with research 
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420 institutions in the commonwealth or other entrepreneur support organizations; or (iii) provide 

421 grants or other financial assistance for research in artificial intelligence through or in partnership 

422 with the Massachusetts Technology Park Corporation. 

423  (b) There shall be credited to the fund an amount equal to: (i) any appropriations or other 

424 money authorized by the general court and specifically designated to be credited to the fund; (ii) 

425 interest earned on any money in the fund; and (iii) any other grants, premiums, gifts, 

426 reimbursements or other contributions received by the commonwealth from any source for or in 

427 support of the purposes described in subdivision (a).  

428  (c) Amounts credited to the fund may be expended without further appropriation. For the 

429 purpose of accommodating timing discrepancies between the receipt of revenues and related 

430 expenditures, the fund may incur expenses, and the comptroller shall certify for payment, 

431 amounts not to exceed the most recent revenue estimate as certified by the secretary of elder 

432 affairs, as reported in the state accounting system. Any money remaining in the fund at the end 

433 of a fiscal year shall not revert to the General Fund and shall be available for expenditure in a 

434 subsequent fiscal year. 

435  SECTION 38. Section 8C of chapter 40 of the General Laws, as appearing in the 2022 

436 Official Edition, is hereby amended in the first paragraph by inserting after the words “any 

437 violation thereof” the following:- ;  

438  provided, however, that the commission shall retain a record of any such rules and 

439 regulations and any other applicable ordinance or by-law, subject to the provisions of section 7 

440 of chapter 4, which denotes whether each such rule, regulation, ordinance or by-law is more 
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441 restrictive than the requirements of section 40 of chapter 131 and any accompanying regulations 

442 promulgated by the department of environmental protection. 

443  SECTION 39. Section 54A of Chapter 40 is hereby repealed. 

444  SECTION 40. Section 1A of chapter 40A of the General Laws, as appearing in the 2024 

445 Official Edition, is hereby amended by inserting after the definition of “As of right” the 

446 following definition:-     

447  “Bulk and height of structures”, the articulation and roof lines of structures; provided, 

448 however, that performance standards governing bulk and height of structures may not be more 

449 restrictive than the dimensional requirements set forth in the ordinance or by-law, nor require 

450 specific building materials. Articulation, as used herein, refers to the following strategies to 

451 address building massing: wall offsets, height variation, wall setbacks, accent lines, stepbacks or 

452 such other industry standard types of articulation as may be proposed by the petitioner.     

453  SECTION 41. Said section 1A of said chapter 40A, as so appearing, is hereby further 

454 amended by inserting after the definition of “Permit granting authority” the following definition: 

455  “Site plan review”, the review and approval process under a municipality’s zoning 

456 ordinance or by-law that establishes criteria for the layout, safety and impacts of a proposed use 

457 or development, and whether a proposed use of land or structures is in compliance with 

458 reasonable performance standards as defined in section 7A; provided, however, that site plan 

459 review, and the performance standards applicable thereto, in connection with any protected use 

460 pursuant to section 3 or any other section of this chapter shall be limited to the extent required by 

461 the provisions of such section.  
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462  SECTION 42. Said chapter 40A of the General Laws, as so appearing, is hereby amended 

463 by inserting after section 3B the following section:- 

464  Section 3C. (a) As used in this section, the following words shall, unless the context 

465 clearly requires otherwise, have the following meanings:- 

466  “Adaptive reuse”, the conversion of an existing structure from the use for which it was 

467 constructed to multi-family housing or mixed-use development by maintaining the elements of 

468 the structure and adapting such elements to the new use. 

469  “Bus station”, a location serving as a point of embarkation for any bus operated by a 

470 transit authority, including the Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority Silver Line. 

471  “Board of appeals”, a municipal zoning board of appeals established pursuant to section 

472 12. 

473  “Commuter rail station”, Any commuter rail station operated by a transit authority with 

474 year-round service with trains departing at regular time intervals, rather than intermittent, 

475 seasonal or event-based service. 

476  “Commercial conversion”, the use of land or structures for the creation and operation of 

477 any of the following: (i) adaptive reuse, (ii) new construction of multi-family housing and (iii) 

478 new construction of mixed-use development. 

479  “Commercial use”, the use of land or structures for non-residential uses including, but not 

480 limited to offices, retail, dining establishments and other similar uses as may be provided through 

481 regulation by the executive office in consultation with the executive office of economic 

482 development. 
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483  “Commercially zoned lot”, a lot where zoning allows commercial use as-of-right or by 

484 special permit. 

485  “Executive office”, the executive office of housing and livable communities. 

486  “Ferry terminal”, the location where passengers embark and disembark from a ferry 

487 service with year-round service with ferries departing at regular time intervals, rather than 

488 intermittent, seasonal or event-based service. 

489  “Financially infeasible”, to add unreasonable costs or unreasonably diminish the 

490 economic feasibility of a commercial conversion by means of a condition or requirement 

491 imposed by the board of appeals. 

492  “Local board”, any local board or official including, but not limited to, any board of 

493 survey; board of health; board of subdivision control appeals; planning board; conservation 

494 commission; historical commission; water, sewer or other commission or district; fire, police, 

495 traffic or other department;  building inspector or similar official or board; city council or 

496 selectboard; all boards, regardless of their geographical jurisdiction or their source of authority, 

497 including boards established pursuant to any special law or general law, shall be a local board if 

498 they perform functions usually performed by locally created boards. 

499  “Local contribution”, an incentive provided by a city or town for commercial conversion 

500 on a commercially zoned lot under subsection (c). 

501  “Subway station”, any of the stops along the rapid transit system of a transit authority, 

502 including the Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority red line, green line, orange line or 

503 blue line, including any extensions or additions to such lines. 
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504  “Transit authority”, the Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority established by 

505 section 2 of chapter 161A, or any other local or regional transit authority established pursuant to 

506 section 3 of chapter 161B or section 14 of said chapter 161B.   

507  “Transit station”, a subway station, commuter rail station, ferry terminal or bus station. 

508  (b)(1) A city or town subject to this chapter, may, pursuant to section 5, amend zoning to 

509 allow commercial conversion as of right on every commercially zoned lot; provided, that a city 

510 or town that adopts as of right zoning under this section shall provide not less than 1 adaptive 

511 reuse incentive pursuant to subsection (c); and provided further, that as of right zoning 

512 established pursuant to this section shall provide at a minimum, but not be limited to, the 

513 following: 

514  (i) For adaptive reuse, allow existing building setbacks to remain and be considered legal 

515 nonconforming pursuant to section 6 of chapter 40A; provided, however, that a municipality may 

516 prohibit any additional encroachments into any nonconforming setback, unless otherwise 

517 required pursuant to clause (ii) or otherwise allowed under zoning;  

518  (ii) For adaptive reuse, allow such development to exceed the existing footprint of the 

519 building to accommodate upgrades related to building code, fire code and utility requirements; 

520  (iii) For adaptive reuse, allow such development to exceed the maximum height of the 

521 existing zoning district if the structure in existence prior to the adaptive reuse exceeds the 

522 maximum height of the existing zoning district; 

523  (iv) Adaptive reuse for multi-family housing, new multi-family housing and new-

524 construction of mixed-use developments shall be exempt from residential parking requirements 
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525 that exceed 1 parking space per residential dwelling unit; provided, that such commercial 

526 conversion projects on lots that are partially or entirely located within a 0.5 mile radius of a 

527 transit station shall be exempt from any residential parking requirements; 

528  (v) A city or town may require that adequate infrastructure, including roads, water and 

529 sewage systems, shall be available or provided to support commercial conversion; 

530  (vi) A city or town may restrict development on lots where industrial and manufacturing 

531 uses are permitted and where such uses have a substantial and demonstratable likelihood of 

532 resulting in impacts that are incompatible with residential use, such as air, noise or odor; 

533  (vii) A city or town may impose affordable housing requirements on commercial 

534 conversion through an inclusionary zoning ordinance or bylaw to the extent that such affordable 

535 housing requirement does not require more than 10 per cent of the residential units within a 

536 commercial conversion to be subject to such affordable housing requirement and such 

537 requirement does not limit eligibility to households earning not more than 80 per cent area 

538 median income; provided, that the executive office, in its discretion, may approve a greater 

539 percentage of affordable units or deeper affordability requirements for some or all of the 

540 affordable units upon request by a city or town as to an individual project in a form as may be 

541 designated by the executive office. 

542  (viii) Notwithstanding any special or general law, rule or regulation to the contrary, a 

543 commercial conversion that is adaptive reuse under this section shall comply with the base 

544 energy code pursuant to the state building code, 780 CMR, and shall not be required to comply 

545 with the specialized stretch energy code established pursuant to section 6 of chapter 25A or the 
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546 municipal opt-in specialized stretch energy code established pursuant to said section 6 of said 

547 chapter 25A. 

548  (2) Notwithstanding sections 5, 8 and 9, a city or town that has adopted zoning pursuant 

549 to paragraph (1) of subsection (b) may establish a streamlined process for a petitioner or 

550 applicant seeking commercial conversion of a commercially zoned lot to submit to the board of 

551 appeals a single application for approval of a commercial conversion in lieu of separate 

552 applications to the applicable local boards. Such process shall provide, at a minimum, but not be 

553 limited to, the following:  

554  (i) The board of appeals shall notify each local board, as applicable, of the filing of an 

555 application under this paragraph by sending a copy thereof to such local boards for their 

556 recommendations and shall, within 30 days of the receipt of the application, hold a public 

557 hearing in conformance with section 11; 

558  (ii) The board of appeals shall request representatives of local boards as are deemed 

559 necessary or helpful in making its decision upon an application to attend the hearing and shall, 

560 notwithstanding section 7, have the same power to issue permits or approvals as any local board 

561 or official who would otherwise act with respect to such application, including but not limited to 

562 the power to attach to said permit or approval conditions and requirements that are not 

563 financially infeasible; 

564  (iii) The board of appeals, in making its decision on an application, shall take into 

565 consideration the recommendations of the local boards and shall have the authority to use the 

566 testimony of consultants; 
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567  (iv) The board of appeals shall render a decision, based upon a majority vote of said 

568 board, within 60 days of receiving an application; and 

569  (v) If a hearing is not convened or a decision is not rendered within the time allowed 

570 under clause (iv), unless the time has been extended by mutual agreement between the board of 

571 appeals and the applicant, the application shall be deemed to have been allowed and the permit 

572 or approval shall issue. 

573  (c) A city or town that adopts zoning pursuant to this section may provide any of the 

574 following local contributions: (i) a tax increment exemption for adaptive reuse pursuant to 

575 section 5P of chapter 59;  (ii) a preference for commercial conversion projects for assistance 

576 under a municipal affordable housing trust fund established pursuant to section 55C of chapter 

577 44; (iii) adoption of a streamlined approval process pursuant to subparagraph (2) of subsection 

578 (b); or (iv) any other local contributions as determined by the executive office. 

579  (d) The executive office may establish additional incentives for cities and towns that 

580 adopt zoning and a local contribution pursuant to this section. Such incentives for cities and 

581 towns may include, but not be limited to, a preference for financial assistance pursuant to section 

582 27 ½ of chapter 23B, a preference for tax credits authorized pursuant to subsection (ee) of 

583 section 6 of chapter 62 and section 38OO of chapter 63 and other incentives identified by the 

584 executive office in consultation with the executive office of economic development and the 

585 executive office for administration and finance. 

586  (e) The executive office may, in consultation with the executive office of economic 

587 development, promulgate regulations for the implementation and administration of this section. 
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588  (f) A city or town that has adopted zoning pursuant to paragraph (1) of subsection (b) 

589 above may repeal such adoption pursuant to section 5. 

590  SECTION 43. Section 5 of said chapter 40A, as so appearing, is hereby amended by 

591 inserting after the word “appeals,”, in line 6, the following words:- a mayor,.    

592  SECTION 44. Said section 5 of said chapter 40A, as so appearing, is hereby further 

593 amended by striking out, in line 92, the words “or (c) open-space residential development;” and 

594 inserting in place thereof the following words:- (c) open-space residential development; or (d) 

595 commercial conversion pursuant to section 3C. 

596  SECTION 45.  The first paragraph of section 6 of said chapter 40A, as so appearing, is 

597 hereby amended by inserting after the words "change to" the following words:- “a structure used 

598 for commercial conversion pursuant to section 3C, to the extent allowed by such section, or.” 

599  SECTION 46.  The second paragraph of said section 6 of said chapter 40A, as so 

600 appearing, is hereby amended by striking out the words "section 9 or site plan approval pursuant 

601 to the local ordinance or by-law shall conform to any subsequent amendment of the zoning 

602 ordinance or by-law or of any other local land use regulations unless the use or construction is 

603 commenced within a period of 3 years after the issuance of the special permit or site plan 

604 approval" and inserting in place thereof the following words:- section 9, site plan approval 

605 pursuant to the local ordinance or by-law or a permit for commercial conversion issued pursuant 

606 to section 3C shall conform to any subsequent amendment of the zoning ordinance or by-law or 

607 of any other local land use regulations unless the use or construction is commenced within a 

608 period of 3 years after the issuance of the special permit, site plan approval or permit for 

609 commercial conversion. 
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610  SECTION 47. Said chapter 40A of the General Laws is hereby further amended by 

611 adding the following section:–     

612  Section 7A. (a) As used in this section, the following words shall have the following 

613 meanings:     

614  “Designated authority” shall mean the local municipal board, committee or officials 

615 designated in the zoning ordinance or by-law to conduct site plan review.     

616  “Performance standards” shall mean reasonable, written municipal zoning regulations, 

617 published industry standards and best practices, applicable to site plans and relative to traffic 

618 circulation and safety, pedestrian safety and access, off-street parking and loading, emergency 

619 vehicle access, stormwater drainage, screening, bulk and height of structures, exterior lighting 

620 and storage or other outdoor service areas.     

621  (b) Substantive provisions of site plan review, including content of submittal 

622 requirements and applicable performance standards, governing site plan review and approval by 

623 the designated authority or authorities must be as set forth within a local ordinance or by-law 

624 adopted pursuant to section 5. Notwithstanding the first sentence of this subsection, a 

625 municipality that conducts site plan review meeting the requirements of this section need not set 

626 it forth in a zoning ordinance or by-law, and may meet said requirements of this subsection by 

627 publishing and keeping current, in a conspicuous location on its official municipal website, the 

628 applicable performance standards, applicability standards, submittal requirements and 

629 procedures, together with a dated certification by town counsel or the city solicitor that the 

630 published process conforms to this section. Provisions so published shall have the same force as 

631 if adopted under section 5 of this chapter. A standard that is not so published, or that exceeds the 
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632 limits of this section or section 1A, shall be unenforceable, and this section shall control over any 

633 conflicting published provision. Performance standards must be reasonably definite and 

634 objective so that any petitioner has knowledge of such standards prior to application submittal. 

635 No zoning by-law or ordinance may include performance standards governing the aesthetics of 

636 structures. Performance standards must be reasonably definite and objective so that any 

637 petitioner has knowledge of such standards prior to application submittal. No zoning by-law or 

638 ordinance may include performance standards governing the aesthetics of structures. The 

639 designated authority may, where such action is in the public interest and not inconsistent with the 

640 intent and purpose of this section, waive strict compliance with the performance standards for 

641 site plan review. The designated authority may adopt, and from time to time amend, written 

642 procedural rules and regulations to implement the local site plan review ordinance or by-law, 

643 including provisions for the imposition of reasonable fees for the employment of outside 

644 consultants in the same manner as set forth in section 53G of chapter 44. 

645  (c) A zoning ordinance or by-law may establish applicability standards for projects that 

646 are subject to site plan review, which may include a category of projects that are subject to a 

647 minor or administrative site plan review process. The zoning ordinance or by-law may require a 

648 public hearing in accordance with section 11 for projects that meet or exceed specified thresholds 

649 under the zoning ordinance or by-law. The decision of the designated authority for a use allowed 

650 as of right, or for a use requiring a special permit but reviewed by a separate designated 

651 authority, shall require a simple majority vote of the designated authority and shall be made 

652 within the time limits prescribed by ordinance or by-law, not to exceed 90 days from the date of 

653 filing of a complete application or such extended time as may be agreed in writing by the 

654 petitioner.  The submission and review process for a site plan required in connection with the 
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655 issuance of a special permit, and subject to review by the same permit granting authority as the 

656 special permit application, shall be conducted with the review of the special permit application in 

657 a coordinated process and may require the same quantum of vote required for approval of a 

658 special permit. The ordinance or by-law may establish the designated authority to be the building 

659 commissioner, director of planning or other municipal official who coordinates administrative 

660 site plan review with other municipal employees, in which instance there shall be no vote 

661 requirement for site plan review. Any appeal from administrative site plan review shall be in 

662 accordance with section 17 unless an ordinance or by-law first provides for an appeal to another 

663 public body of the municipality. In no instance shall the issuance or denial of a building permit 

664 be a prerequisite to the filing of a civil action under this section.     

665  (d) Site plan review may impose only those conditions that are necessary to ensure 

666 substantial compliance of the proposed use of land or structures with the requirements of the 

667 zoning ordinance or by-law; provided that no condition may impose restrictions greater than 

668 those expressly regulated within the zoning ordinance or by-law and no conditions may be 

669 imposed regarding matters over which jurisdiction exclusively lies in another body pursuant to 

670 any general or special law; and provided further, that any off-site conditions shall only address 

671 direct adverse impacts related to performance standards expressly governed by the zoning 

672 ordinance or by-law and which conditions are proportionate in both nature and extent to the 

673 impacts of the project on adjacent properties or adjacent roadways.     

674  (e) A site plan application may be denied only on the grounds that: (i) the proposed site 

675 plan does not meet the specific requirements set forth in the zoning ordinance or by-law; or (ii) 

676 the petitioner failed to submit the information and fees required by the zoning ordinance or by-

677 law necessary for an adequate and timely review of the design of the proposed land or structures. 
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678  (f) The designated authority shall cause to be made a detailed record of its proceedings, 

679 indicating the vote of each member upon each question, or if absent or failing to vote, indicating 

680 such fact, and setting forth clearly the reason for its decision and of its official actions, copies of 

681 all of which shall be filed within 14 days in the office of the city or town clerk and shall be 

682 deemed a public record, and notice of the decision shall be mailed forthwith to the petitioner and, 

683 if such site plan review required a public hearing pursuant to the zoning ordinance or by-law, to 

684 the parties in interest designated in section 11. Each such notice shall specify that appeals, if any, 

685 shall be made pursuant to section 17 and shall be filed within 20 days after the date of filing of 

686 such notice in the office of the city or town clerk. Failure by the designated authority to take final 

687 action within said 90 days or extended time, if applicable, shall be deemed to be an approval of 

688 the site plan. The petitioner who seeks such approval by reason of the failure of the designated 

689 authority to act within such time prescribed, shall notify the city or town clerk, in writing within 

690 14 days from the expiration of said 90 days or extended time, if applicable, of such approval. If 

691 site plan review required a public hearing, the petitioner shall send such notice to parties in 

692 interest designated in section 11 by mail and each such notice shall specify that appeals, if any, 

693 shall be made pursuant to section 17 and shall be filed within 20 days after the date the city or 

694 town clerk received such written notice from the petitioner that the designated authority failed to 

695 act within the time prescribed. After the expiration of 20 days without notice of appeal pursuant 

696 to section 17, or, if appeal has been taken, after receipt of certified records of the court in which 

697 such appeal is adjudicated, indicating that such approval has become final, the city or town clerk 

698 shall issue a certificate stating the date of approval, the fact that the designated authority failed to 

699 take final action and that the approval resulting from such failure has become final, and such 

700 certificate shall be forwarded to the petitioner.     
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701  (g) A site plan approval granted under this section shall lapse within a specified period of 

702 time, not less than 3 years from the date of the filing of such approval with the city or town clerk, 

703 if substantial use or construction has not yet begun, except as extended for good cause by the 

704 designated authority. Such specified period shall not include time required to pursue or await the 

705 determination of an appeal under section 17 or to pursue or await the appeal of any other permit, 

706 license, determination or approval which are prerequisites to issuance of a building permit. The 

707 aforesaid minimum period of 3 years may, by ordinance or by-law, be increased to a longer 

708 period.  

709  SECTION 48. Section 14 of said chapter 40A, as so appearing, is hereby amended by 

710 inserting after clause (4) the following clause:- (5) to hear and decide applications for 

711 commercial conversion upon which the board is empowered to act pursuant to paragraph (2) of 

712 subsection (b) of section 3C. 

713  SECTION 49. Section 15 of said chapter 40A, as so appearing, is hereby amended in the 

714 fifth paragraph by striking out the first seven sentences and inserting in place thereof the 

715 following seven sentences:- 

716  All hearings of the board of appeals shall be open to the public and shall be opened 

717 within 30 days of any petition or application. Any such public hearing of the board of appeals 

718 shall extend for no more than 60 days from the date the hearing is opened. The decision of the 

719 board shall be made within 100 days after the date of the filing of an appeal, application or 

720 petition, except in regard to special permits, as provided for in section nine. The required time 

721 limits for a public hearing and said action, may be extended by written agreement between the 

722 applicant and the board of appeals. A copy of such agreement shall be filed in the office of the 
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723 city or town clerk. Failure by the board to act within the times prescribed or extended time, if 

724 applicable, shall be deemed to be the grant of the appeal, application or petition. The petitioner 

725 who seeks such approval by reason of the failure of the board to act within the time prescribed 

726 shall notify the city or town clerk, in writing, within 14 days from the expiration of said period or 

727 extended time, if applicable, of such approval and that notice has been sent by the petitioner to 

728 parties in interest. 

729  SECTION 50. Section 4 of chapter 40G of the General Laws, as appearing in the 2024 

730 Official Edition, is hereby amended by striking out subsection (8) and inserting in place thereof 

731 the following subsection:-  

732  (8) the enterprise will report adequate financial data to the MTDC, and provide MDTC 

733 with sufficient control over the management of the enterprise, so as to protect the investment of 

734 the MTDC, including, in the discretion of the board, right of access to financial and other records 

735 of the enterprise.    

736  SECTION 51. Said section 4 of said chapter 40G, as so appearing, is hereby further 

737 amended by striking out, in line 68, the words “(1) Not more than $1,000,000” and inserting in 

738 place thereof the following words:- Not more than $2,000,000.  

739  SECTION 52. Said section 4 of said chapter 40G, as so appearing, is hereby further 

740 amended by striking out, in line 69, the figure “$2,000,000” and inserting in place thereof the 

741 following figure:- $4,000,000. 

742  SECTION 53. Said section 4 of said chapter 40G, as so appearing, is hereby further 

743 amended by striking out, in lines 82 to 94, inclusive, subsection (2).  
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744  SECTION 54. Section 6 of said chapter 40G, as so appearing, is hereby amended by 

745 striking out, in line 2, the word “ninety,” and inserting in place thereof the following words:- 

746 120.    

747  SECTION 55. Said section 6 of said chapter 40G, as so appearing, is hereby further 

748 amended by striking out, in lines 5 to 7, inclusive, the words “and the number of persons hired as 

749 a result of the activities of the corporation who were recipients of programs provided for in 

750 chapter 115, 117A, or 118”.  

751  SECTION 56. Chapter 40J of the General Laws, as appearing in the 2024 Official 

752 Edition, is hereby amended by striking out section 3 and inserting in place thereof the following 

753 section:-   

754  Section 3. There is hereby created a body, politic and corporate, to be known as the 

755 Massachusetts Technology Park Corporation hereinafter referred to as the corporation. The 

756 corporation is hereby constituted a public instrumentality of the commonwealth and the exercise 

757 by the corporation of the powers conferred in this chapter shall be deemed and held to be an 

758 essential governmental function. The corporation is hereby placed in the executive office of 

759 economic development but shall not be subject to the supervision or control of said department 

760 or of any board, bureau, department or other agency of the commonwealth except as specifically 

761 provided in this chapter.  

762  The corporation shall be governed and its corporate powers exercised by a board of 

763 directors, which shall consist of the secretary of economic development or a designee, the 

764 secretary of administration and finance or a designee and the commissioner of higher education 

765 or a designee and 15 persons to be appointed by the governor, 2 of whom shall be appointed 
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766 from a list of persons nominated by the president of the senate, 2 of whom shall be appointed 

767 from a list of persons nominated by the speaker of the house of representatives, 2 of whom shall 

768 be chief executive officers of post-secondary educational institutions or distinguished members 

769 of the engineering or scientific faculties of those institutions, or members of other appropriate 

770 faculties, and of those 2, at least 1 shall represent a public post-secondary educational institution, 

771 and 6 of whom shall represent businesses concerned with any technology which may be subject 

772 to this chapter, and 2 of whom shall be recommended by the Massachusetts AFL-CIO. Each 

773 director appointed from the list of nominations recommended by the president of the senate and 

774 the speaker of the house of representatives shall serve a term of 2 years to be coterminous with 

775 the legislative session of the general court. Each director appointed by the governor shall serve 

776 for a term of 5 years and thereafter until the director’s successor is appointed. A person 

777 appointed to fill a vacancy on the board shall be appointed in a like manner and shall serve for 

778 the unexpired term of the predecessor director. A director shall be eligible for reappointment. A 

779 director may be removed by the governor for cause. 9 directors shall constitute a quorum and the 

780 affirmative vote of a majority of the directors present and eligible to vote at a meeting shall be 

781 necessary for any action to be taken by the board. The directors shall serve without 

782 compensation, but each director shall be entitled to reimbursement for actual and necessary 

783 expenses incurred in the performance of official duties. The board shall meet at least 4 times 

784 each year and shall have final authority over the activities of the corporation.  

785  The secretary of economic development or a designee shall serve as chairperson. The 

786 board shall biennially elect from among its members a vice-chairperson and may designate a 

787 treasurer and a secretary, who need not be members of the board. The secretary shall keep a 

788 record of the proceedings of the corporation and shall be the custodian of all books, documents 
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789 and papers filed with the corporation and its official seal. The secretary shall cause copies to be 

790 made of all minutes and other records and documents of the corporation and shall certify that 

791 such copies are true copies and all persons dealing with the corporation may rely upon such 

792 certification. The treasurer shall be the chief financial and accounting officer of the corporation 

793 and shall be in charge of its funds, books of account and accounting records.   

794  The executive committee of the board shall consist of the chairperson and the vice-

795 chairperson, and not less than 3 individuals elected biennially by the board from among its 

796 members, 1 of whom shall be a board member representing a post-secondary educational 

797 institution and 1 of whom shall be a board member from a business. The executive committee 

798 shall have all the powers of the board between meetings of the board, to be exercised in 

799 accordance with by-laws established by the board. The executive committee shall meet as often 

800 as considered necessary by the committee.  

801  Any action required or permitted to be taken at a meeting of the directors may be taken 

802 without a meeting if all of the directors consent in writing to such action and such written 

803 consent is filed with the records of the minutes of the meetings of the board. Such consent shall 

804 be treated for all purposes as a vote at a meeting.   

805  The provisions of chapter 268A shall apply to all directors, officers and employees of the 

806 corporation except that the corporation may purchase from, sell to, borrow from, contract with or 

807 otherwise deal with any organization in which any director of the corporation is in any way 

808 interested or involved; provided, however, that such interest or involvement is disclosed in 

809 advance to the directors and recorded in the minutes of the proceedings of the corporation; and 
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810 provided, further, that no director having such an interest or involvement may participate in any 

811 decision relating to such organization.  

812  Neither the corporation nor any of its officers, directors, agents, employees, consultants 

813 or advisors shall be subject to the provisions of sections 3B of chapter 7, sections 9A, 45, 46 and 

814 52 of chapter 30, chapter 31, or sections 27 and 27A to 27E, inclusive, of chapter 149; provided, 

815 however, that in purchasing products or services, the corporation shall at all times follow 

816 generally accepted good business practices.  

817  All officers and employees of the corporation having access to its cash or negotiable 

818 securities shall give bond to the corporation at its expense, in such amount and with such surety 

819 as the board may prescribe. The persons required to give bond may be included in 1 or more 

820 blanket or scheduled bonds.  

821  Directors and officers who are not regular, compensated employees of the corporation 

822 shall not be liable to the commonwealth, to the corporation or to any other person as a result of 

823 their activities, whether ministerial or discretionary, as such directors or officers except for 

824 willful dishonesty or intentional violations of law. The board of the corporation may purchase 

825 liability insurance for directors, officers and employees and may indemnify said persons against 

826 the claims of others. 

827  SECTION 57. Section 56 of chapter 41 of the General Laws, as appearing in the 2024 

828 Official Edition, is hereby amended by striking out the last sentence and inserting in place 

829 thereof the following sentence:-  

830  This section shall not prohibit payment to be made for: (i) school travel prior to the date 

831 of travel; (ii) the payment of software licenses, software maintenance agreements or online 
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832 subscription services for school curriculum prior to the fiscal year in which services shall be 

833 rendered; or (iii) the payment of estimates issued by utilities for make-ready work to facilitate 

834 access to utility poles, conduits, ducts or rights-of way related to broadband infrastructure 

835 projects. 

836  SECTION 58. Chapter 59 of the General Laws, as appearing in the 2024 Official Edition, 

837 is hereby amended by inserting after section 5O the following section:- 

838  Section 5P. (a) As used in this section, the following words shall, unless the context 

839 clearly requires otherwise, have the following meanings:- 

840  “Adaptive reuse”, as defined in section 3C of chapter 40A. 

841  “Zoning”, as defined in section 1A of chapter 40A. 

842  (b) A city or town that adopts zoning pursuant to section 3C of chapter 40A, may adopt a 

843 tax increment exemption for an adaptive reuse project allowed as of right under such zoning. The 

844 exemption amount shall not be less than 10 per cent and not more than 100 per cent of the 

845 incremental value attributable to the residential portion of an adaptive reuse project allowed as of 

846 right under zoning established pursuant to said section 3C of said chapter 40A for a period of not 

847 less than 5 years and not more than 20 years. The legislative body of the city or town shall 

848 establish the percentage and term of the exemption, subject to the charter of the city or town and 

849 the approval of the executive office of housing and livable communities. 

850  (c) The executive office of housing and livable communities may promulgate regulations 

851 for the administration of this section. 
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852  SECTION 59. Subsection (r) of section 6 of chapter 62 of the General Laws, as appearing 

853 in the 2024 Official Edition, is hereby amended by striking out paragraph (1) and inserting in 

854 place thereof the following paragraph:-    

855  (1) A taxpayer, to the extent authorized by the life sciences tax incentive program 

856 established in section 5 of chapter 23I, may be allowed a refundable jobs credit against the tax 

857 liability imposed under this chapter in an amount and schedule determined by the Massachusetts 

858 Life Sciences Center in consultation with the department. The credit allowed under this section 

859 shall be taken only after the taxpayer executes a contract under paragraph (2) of subsection (d) of 

860 section 5 of chapter 23I.    

861  SECTION 60. Section 6 of Chapter 62 of the General Laws, as so appearing is further 

862 amended in section (l)(1) by adding at line 428 the following two paragraphs: 

863  "Video games" means interactive software that (a) is produced for distribution on or 

864 accessed via electronic media, including without limitation software that may be accessed via or 

865 downloaded from the Internet or mobile networks and software that is distributed on optical 

866 media, or embedded in, or downloadable to electronic devices, including without limitation 

867 mobile phones, portable game systems and personal digital assistants (PDAs); (b) users may 

868 interact with via an electronic device, which may include without limitation a computer, a game 

869 system, a mobile phone, and a personal digital assistant (PDA), in order to achieve a goal or set 

870 of goals; and (c) include an appreciable quantity of text, sound, fixed images, animated images, 

871 and/or 3-D geometry. Permissible examples of video games are massive multiplayer online 

872 games, casual games, console games, virtual worlds, computer games, and mobile games.  
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873  "Video games" shall not include products intended to facilitate gambling in any direct or 

874 indirect manner, including without limitation Internet gambling websites, video slot machines 

875 and video poker machines. 

876  “Video game production company” means a company including its subsidiaries engaged 

877 in the business of producing video games. The term “video game production company” shall not 

878 mean or include any company which is more than 25 per cent owned, affiliated, or controlled, by 

879 any company or person which is in default on a loan made by the Commonwealth or a loan 

880 guaranteed by the Commonwealth. 

881  SECTION 61. Section 6 of Chapter 62 of the General Laws, as so appearing, is further 

882 amended in section (l)(1) by adding at line 429 after “motion picture” the following term: “, or 

883 video games,”  

884  SECTION 62. Section 6 of Chapter 62 of the General Laws, as so appearing, is further 

885 amended in section (l)(1) by adding at line 431 after “motion picture” the following term: “, or 

886 video game,”. 

887  SECTION 63. Section 6 of Chapter 62 of the General Laws, as so appearing, is further 

888 amended in section (l)(1) by adding at line 436 after “motion picture” the following term: “, or 

889 video game,”. 

890  SECTION 64. Section 6 of Chapter 62 of the General Laws, as so appearing is further 

891 amended in section (l)(1) by adding at line 444 after “motion picture” the 33 following term: “, 

892 or video game,”. 
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893  SECTION 65. Section 6 of Chapter 62 of the General Laws, as so appearing is further 

894 amended in section (l)(2) by adding at line 449 after “motion picture” the following term: “, or 

895 video games,”. 

896  SECTION 66. Section 6 of Chapter 62 of the General Laws, as so appearing is further 

897 amended in section (l)(2) by adding at line 452 after “motion picture” the following term: “, or 

898 video games,”. 

899  SECTION 67. Section 6 of Chapter 62 of the General Laws, as so appearing is further 

900 amended in section (l)(2) by adding at line 455 after “motion picture production company” the 

901 following term: “, or video game production company,”. 

902  SECTION 68.  Section 6 of Chapter 62 of the General Laws, as so appearing is further 

903 amended in section (l)(3) by adding at line 463 after “motion picture” the following term: “, or 

904 video games,”. 

905  SECTION 69. Section 6 of Chapter 62 of the General Laws, as so appearing, is further 

906 amended in section (l)(3) by adding at line 466 after “motion picture” the following term: “, or 

907 video games,”. 

908  SECTION 70. Section 6 of Chapter 62 of the General Laws, as so appearing, is further 

909 amended in section (l)(5)(ii) by adding at line 491 after “motion picture” the following term: “, 

910 or video games,” . 

911  SECTION 71. Paragraph (1) of subsection (l) of section 6 of said chapter 62, as so 

912 appearing, is hereby amended by striking out, in line 543, the words “12 month period” and 

913 inserting in place thereof the words “24 month period”. 
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914  SECTION 72. Paragraph (2) of said subsection (r) of said section 6 of said chapter 62, as 

915 so appearing, is hereby amended by striking out, in line 920, the figure “50” and inserting in 

916 place thereof the following figure:- 25.    

917  SECTION 73. Said subsection (r) of said section 6 of said chapter 62, as so appearing, is 

918 hereby further amended by adding the following 2 paragraphs:-    

919  (5) If the Massachusetts Life Sciences Center revokes the certification of a life sciences 

920 company under paragraph (4) of subsection (e) of section 5 of chapter 23I, a portion of the tax 

921 credit otherwise allowed by this section and claimed by the taxpayer prior to the date on which 

922 the Massachusetts Life Sciences Center makes the determination to revoke the life sciences 

923 company’s certification shall be added back as additional tax due and shall be reported as such 

924 on the return of the taxpayer for the taxable period in which the determination to revoke the 

925 certification is made. The amount of credits subject to recapture shall be proportionate to the life 

926 science company’s compliance, as determined by the Massachusetts Life Sciences Center as part 

927 of its revocation process and reported to the corporation and the department at the time 

928 certification is revoked.    

929  (6) Nothing in this subsection shall limit the authority of the commissioner to make an 

930 adjustment to a taxpayer’s liability upon audit.   

931  SECTION 74.  Paragraph (2) of subsection (gg) of section 6 of chapter 62, as so 

932 appearing, is hereby amended by inserting, in line 1687, after the word “facility” the following 

933 words:- in the case of an owner, and not more than 50 per cent of the owner and tenant’s 

934 combined total capital investment in a climatetech facility in the case of a tenant.   
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935  SECTION 75. Paragraph (4) of said subsection (gg) of said section 6 of said chapter 62, 

936 as so appearing, is hereby amended by striking out, in line 1702, the words “has made a” and 

937 inserting in place thereof the following words:- and tenant have made a combined. 

938  SECTION 76. Subsection (hh) of section 6 of said chapter 62, as so appearing, is hereby 

939 amended by striking out paragraph (1) and inserting in place thereof the following paragraph:-  

940  (1) A taxpayer, to the extent authorized by the climatetech tax incentive program 

941 established in section 16 of chapter 23J, may be allowed a refundable jobs credit against the tax 

942 liability imposed under this chapter in an amount and schedule determined by the Massachusetts 

943 clean energy technology center established in section 2 of said chapter 23J, in consultation with 

944 the department of revenue. The credit allowed under this section shall be taken only after the 

945 taxpayer executes a contract under paragraph (3) of subsection (d) of section 16 of chapter 23J.   

946  SECTION 77. Said subsection (hh) of said section 6 of said chapter 62, as so appearing, 

947 is hereby further amended by adding the following two paragraphs:-     

948  (6) If the Massachusetts clean energy technology center revokes the certification of a 

949 climatetech company under paragraph (2) of subsection (c) of section 16 of chapter 23J, a 

950 portion of the tax credit otherwise allowed by this section and claimed by the taxpayer prior to 

951 the date on which the Massachusetts clean energy technology makes the determination to revoke 

952 the climatetech company’s certification shall be added back as additional tax due and shall be 

953 reported as such on the return of the taxpayer for the taxable period in which the determination to 

954 revoke the certification is made. The amount of credits subject to recapture shall be proportionate 

955 to the climatetech company’s compliance, as determined by the Massachusetts clean energy 
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956 technology center as part of its revocation process and reported to the corporation and the 

957 department at the time certification is revoked.    

958  (7) Nothing in this subsection shall limit the authority of the commissioner to make an 

959 adjustment to a taxpayer’s liability upon audit.  

960  SECTION 78. Subsection (b) of section 21 of chapter 62C of the General Laws, as 

961 appearing in the 2024 Official Edition, is hereby amended by inserting the following 3 

962 paragraphs:-     

963  (32) the disclosure to the life sciences center established in section 3 of chapter 23I of 

964 return and wage reporting information of a life sciences company certified pursuant to subsection 

965 (b) of section 5 of chapter 23I, that is: (i) received by the commissioner pursuant to this chapter 

966 or chapter 62E; and (ii) necessary for the administration of the life sciences tax incentive 

967 program authorized by subsection (d) of section 5 of chapter 23I.     

968  (33) the disclosure to the clean energy technology center established in section 2 of 

969 chapter 23J of return and wage reporting information of a climatetech company certified 

970 pursuant to subsection (b) of section 16 of chapter 23J, that is: (i) received by the commissioner 

971 pursuant to this chapter or chapter 62E; and (ii) necessary for the administration of the 

972 climatetech tax incentive program authorized by subsection (d)(1) of section 16 of chapter 23J.    

973  (34) the disclosure to the clean energy technology center established in section 2 of 

974 chapter 23J of return and wage reporting information of an offshore wind company certified 

975 pursuant to subsection (b) of section 8A of chapter 23J, that is: (i) received by the commissioner 

976 pursuant to this chapter or chapter 62E; and (ii) necessary for the administration of the offshore 

977 wind tax incentive program authorized by subsection (d) of section 8A of chapter 23J.    
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978  SECTION 79. Subsection (b) of section 38U of said chapter 63 of the General Laws, as 

979 so appearing, is hereby amended by striking out, in lines 51 to 52, the words “neither credit 

980 allowed by section 31A nor section 31H is taken” and inserting in place thereof the following 

981 words:- the credit allowed by section 31H is not taken.   

982  SECTION 80. Section 38X of Chapter 63, as so appearing, is amended in subsection (a) 

983 by adding at line 21 the following two paragraphs- 

984  "Video games" means interactive software that (a) is produced for distribution on or 

985 accessed via electronic media, including without limitation software that may be accessed via or 

986 downloaded from the Internet or mobile networks and software that is distributed on optical 

987 media, or embedded in, or downloadable to electronic devices, including without limitation 

988 mobile phones, portable game systems and personal digital assistants (PDAs); (b) users may 

989 interact with via an electronic device, which may include without limitation a computer, a game 

990 system, a mobile phone, and a personal digital assistant (PDA), in order to achieve a goal or set 

991 of goals; and (c) include an appreciable quantity of text, sound, fixed images, animated images, 

992 and/or 3-D geometry. Permissible examples of video games are massive multiplayer online 

993 games, casual games, console games, virtual worlds, computer games, and mobile games. 

994   "Video games" shall not include products intended to facilitate gambling in any direct or 

995 indirect manner, including without limitation Internet gambling websites, video slot machines 

996 and video poker machines. 

997   “Video game production company”, a company including its subsidiaries engaged in the 

998 business of producing video games. The term “video game production company” shall not mean 

999 or include any company which is more than 25 per cent owned, affiliated, or controlled, by any 
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1000 company or person which is in default on a loan made by the Commonwealth or a loan 

1001 guaranteed by the Commonwealth. 

1002    SECTION 81. Section 38X of Chapter 63 of the General Laws, as so appearing, is 

1003 further amended in subsection (a) by adding at line 23 after “motion picture” the following term: 

1004 “, or video games,”. 

1005  SECTION 82. Section 38X of Chapter 63 of the General Laws, as so appearing, is further 

1006 amended in subsection (a) by adding at line 25 after “motion picture” the following term: “, or 

1007 video game,”. 

1008  SECTION 83. Section 38X of Chapter 63 of the General Laws, as so appearing, is further 

1009 amended in subsection (a) by adding at line 29 after “motion picture” the following term: “, or 

1010 video games,”. 

1011  SECTION 84. Section 38X of Chapter 63 of the General Laws, as so appearing, is further 

1012 amended in subsection (a) by adding at line 30 after “motion picture” the following term: “, or 

1013 video games,”. 

1014  SECTION 85. Section 38X of Chapter 63 of the General Laws, as so appearing, is further 

1015 amended in subsection (a) by adding at line 37 after “motion picture” the following term: “, or 

1016 video games,”. 

1017  SECTION 86. Section 38X of Chapter 63 of the General Laws, as so appearing, is further 

1018 amended in subsection (b) by adding at line 42 after “motion picture” the following term: “, or 

1019 video games,”. 
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1020  SECTION 87. Section 38X of Chapter 63 of the General Laws, as so appearing, is further 

1021 amended in subsection (b) by adding at line 45 after “motion picture” the following term: “, or 

1022 video games,”. 

1023  SECTION 88. Section 38X of Chapter 63 of the General Laws, as so appearing, is further 

1024 amended in subsection (b) by adding at line 47 after “motion picture 98 production company” 

1025 the following term: “, or video game production company,”. 

1026  SECTION 89. Section 38X of said chapter 63 of the General Laws as so appearing, is 

1027 hereby amended by striking out, in line 49, the words “12 month period” and inserting in place 

1028 thereof the words “24 month period”. 

1029  SECTION 90. Section 38X of Chapter 63 of the General Laws, as so appearing, is further 

1030 amended in subsection (c) by adding at line 56 after “motion picture” 101 the following term: “, 

1031 or video games,”. 

1032  SECTION 91. Section 38X of Chapter 63 of the General Laws, as appearing in the 2008 

1033 Official Edition, is further amended in subsection (c) by adding at line 59 after “motion picture” 

1034 the following term: “, or video games,”. 

1035  SECTION 92. Section 38X of Chapter 63 of the General Laws, as so appearing, is further 

1036 amended in subsection (e)(2) by adding at line 84 after “motion 107 picture” the following term: 

1037 “, or video games,”. 

1038  SECTION 93. Section 38CC of said chapter 63 of the General Laws, as so appearing is 

1039 hereby amended by striking out subsection (a) and inserting in place thereof the following 

1040 subsection:-    
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1041  (a) A taxpayer, to the extent authorized by the life sciences tax incentive program 

1042 established in section 5 of chapter 23I, may be allowed a refundable jobs credit against the tax 

1043 liability imposed under this chapter in an amount and schedule determined by the Massachusetts 

1044 Life Sciences Center in consultation with the department. The credit allowed under this section 

1045 shall be taken only after the taxpayer executes a contract under paragraph (2) of subsection (d) of 

1046 section 5 of chapter 23I.     

1047  SECTION 94. Subsection (b) of said section 38CC of said chapter 63, as so appearing, is 

1048 hereby amended by striking out, in line 7, the figure “50” and inserting in place thereof the 

1049 following figure:- 25.   

1050  SECTION 95. Subsection (c) of said section 38CC of said chapter 63, as so appearing, is 

1051 hereby amended by adding the following sentence:- If the taxpayer is subject to a minimum 

1052 excise under this chapter, the amount of the credit allowed by this section shall not reduce the 

1053 excise to an amount less than the minimum excise.   

1054  SECTION 96. Subsection (d) of said section 38CC of said chapter 63, as so appearing, is 

1055 hereby amended by striking out, in line 20, the figure “$30,000,000” and inserting in place 

1056 thereof the following figure:- $40,000,000.   

1057  SECTION 97. Said section 38CC of said chapter 63 of the General Laws, as so 

1058 appearing, is hereby further amended by adding the following 2 subsections:-    

1059  (e) If the Massachusetts Life Sciences Center revokes the certification of a life sciences 

1060 company under paragraph (4) of subsection (e) of section 5 of chapter 23I, a portion of the tax 

1061 credit otherwise allowed by this section and claimed by the company prior to the date on which 

1062 the Massachusetts Life Sciences Center makes the determination to revoke its certification shall 
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1063 be added back as additional tax due and shall be reported as such on the return of the taxpayer 

1064 for the taxable period in which the determination to revoke the certification is made. The amount 

1065 of credits subject to recapture shall be proportionate to the company’s compliance, as determined 

1066 by the Massachusetts Life Sciences Center as part of its revocation process and reported to the 

1067 corporation and the department at the time certification is revoked.    

1068  (f) Nothing in this section shall limit the authority of the commissioner of revenue to 

1069 make an adjustment to a corporation's liability upon audit. 

1070  SECTION 98. Subsection (b) of section 38RR of said chapter 63, as so appearing, is 

1071 hereby amended by inserting, in line 29, after the words “climatetech facility” the following 

1072 words:-  in the case of an owner, and not more than 50 per cent of the owner and tenant’s 

1073 combined total capital investment in a climatetech facility in the case of a tenant.   

1074  SECTION 99. Subsection (d) of said section 38RR of said chapter 63, as so appearing, is 

1075 hereby further amended by striking out, in lines 44 to 45, the words “owner’s total capital 

1076 investment in the facility equals” and inserting in place thereof the following words:- owner and 

1077 tenant have made a combined total capital investment in the facility that is.     

1078  SECTION 100. Section 38TT of said chapter 63, as so appearing, is hereby amended by 

1079 striking out subsection (a) and inserting in place thereof the following subsection:-     

1080  (a) A taxpayer, to the extent authorized by the climatetech tax incentive program 

1081 established in subsection (d) of section 16 of chapter 23J, may be allowed a refundable jobs 

1082 credit against the tax liability imposed under this chapter in an amount and schedule determined 

1083 by the Massachusetts clean energy technology center established in section 2 of said chapter 23J, 

1084 in consultation with the department of revenue. The credit allowed under this section shall be 
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1085 taken only after the taxpayer executes a contract under paragraph (3) of subsection (d) of section 

1086 16 of chapter 23J.    

1087  SECTION 101. Said section 38TT of said chapter 63, as so appearing, is hereby further 

1088 amended by adding the following 2 subsections:-     

1089  (e) If the Massachusetts clean energy technology center revokes the certification of a 

1090 climatetech company under paragraph (2) of subsection (c) of section 16 of chapter 23J, a 

1091 portion of the tax credit otherwise allowed by this section and claimed by the taxpayer prior to 

1092 the date on which the Massachusetts clean energy technology makes the determination to revoke 

1093 the climatetech company’s certification shall be added back as additional tax due and shall be 

1094 reported as such on the return of the taxpayer for the taxable period in which the determination to 

1095 revoke the certification is made. The amount of credits subject to recapture shall be proportionate 

1096 to the climatetech company’s compliance, as determined by the Massachusetts clean energy 

1097 technology center as part of its revocation process and reported to the corporation and the 

1098 department at the time certification is revoked.    

1099  (f) Nothing in this section shall limit the authority of the commissioner of revenue to 

1100 make an adjustment to a corporation's liability upon audit.  

1101  SECTION 102. Subsection (qq) of section 6 of chapter 64H of the General Laws, as 

1102 appearing in the 2024 Official Edition, is hereby amended by striking out the first sentence and 

1103 inserting in place thereof the following sentence:-     

1104  Sales of gas, steam, electricity or heating fuel for use by any business that has 10 or fewer 

1105 employees that had gross income of less than $2,000,000 for the preceding calendar year, and 

1106 that reasonably expects gross income of less than $2,000,000 for the current calendar year. 
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1107  SECTION 103. Subsection (ww) of section 6 of chapter 64H of the General Laws, as so 

1108 appearing in the 2024 Official Edition, is hereby amended by striking out, each time they appear, 

1109 the words: “12 month period” and inserting thereof the following words: “24 month period”.  

1110  SECTION 104. Section 2 of chapter 70B of the General Laws, as appearing in the 2024 

1111 Official Edition, is hereby amended by striking out, in lines 46 to 47, the words “and which meet 

1112 the purposes of subsection (c) of section 9 of chapter 23J”.  

1113  SECTION 105. Section 30A of Chapter 85 of the General Laws, as appearing in the 2024 

1114 Official Edition, shall be amended by inserting the following paragraph at the end thereof:- 

1115  Notwithstanding any general or special law to the contrary, the weight threshold for 

1116 determination of a superload shall be those vehicles at or in excess of one hundred and ninety-

1117 nine thousand pounds gross vehicle weight. The department shall also implement an application 

1118 and fee schedule for expedited superload permits authorized under this section. A superload 

1119 permit may include conditions and terms as determined by the Administrator; provided further, 

1120 that allowances shall be made for escort flexibility, where practicable, and engineering studies 

1121 conducted not older than 12 months prior. For purposes of this section, a “superload” is defined 

1122 as any vehicle or combination of vehicles which exceed 14 feet in width; or 14 feet in height or 

1123 greater; or greater than 115 feet in length; or 199,000 pounds or greater in gross vehicle weight; 

1124 or a combination of the above. 

1125  SECTION 106. The General Laws are hereby amended by inserting after chapter 93L the 

1126 following new chapter:- 

1127  CHAPTER 93M. Transparency in Frontier Artificial Intelligence Act 
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1128  Section 1.  

1129  For purposes of this chapter: 

1130  (a) “Affiliate” means a person controlling, controlled by, or under common control with a 

1131 specified person, directly or indirectly, through one or more intermediaries. 

1132  (b) “Artificial intelligence model” means an engineered or machine-based system that 

1133 varies in its level of autonomy and that can, for explicit or implicit objectives, infer from the 

1134 input it receives how to generate outputs that can influence physical or virtual environments. 

1135  (c) (1) “Catastrophic risk” means a foreseeable and material risk that a frontier 

1136 developer’s development, storage, use, or deployment of a frontier model will materially 

1137 contribute to the death of, or serious injury to, more than 50 people or more than one billion 

1138 dollars ($1,000,000,000) in damage to, or loss of, property arising from a single incident 

1139 involving a frontier model doing any of the following: 

1140  (A) Providing expert-level assistance in the creation or release of a chemical, biological, 

1141 radiological, or nuclear weapon. 

1142  (B) Engaging in conduct with no meaningful human oversight, intervention, or 

1143 supervision that is either a cyberattack or, if the conduct had been committed by a human, would 

1144 constitute the crime of murder, assault, extortion, or theft, including theft by false pretense. 

1145  (C) Evading the control of its frontier developer or user. 

1146  (2) “Catastrophic risk” does not include a foreseeable and material risk from any of the 

1147 following: 
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1148  (A) Information that a frontier model outputs if the information is otherwise publicly 

1149 accessible in a substantially similar form from a source other than a foundation model. 

1150  (B) Lawful activity of the federal government. 

1151  (C) Harm caused by a frontier model in combination with other software if the frontier 

1152 model did not materially contribute to the harm. 

1153  (d) “Critical safety incident” means any of the following: 

1154  (1) Unauthorized access to, modification of, or exfiltration of, the model weights of a 

1155 frontier model or the unauthorized, deliberate, and malicious modification of a frontier model’s 

1156 weights. 

1157  (2) Harm resulting from the materialization of a catastrophic risk. 

1158  (3) Loss of control of a frontier model causing death or bodily injury. 

1159  (4) A frontier model that uses deceptive techniques against the frontier developer to 

1160 subvert the controls or monitoring of its frontier developer outside of the context of an evaluation 

1161 designed to elicit this behavior and in a manner that demonstrates materially increased 

1162 catastrophic risk. 

1163  (e) (1) “Deploy” means to make a frontier model available to a third party for use, 

1164 modification, copying, or combination with other software. 

1165  (2) “Deploy” does not include making a frontier model available to a third party for the 

1166 primary purpose of developing or evaluating the frontier model. 

1167  (f) “Foundation model” means an artificial intelligence model that is all of the following: 
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1168  (1) Trained on a broad data set. 

1169  (2) Designed for generality of output. 

1170  (3) Adaptable to a wide range of distinctive tasks. 

1171  (g) “Frontier AI framework” means documented technical and organizational protocols to 

1172 manage, assess, and mitigate catastrophic risks. 

1173  (h) “Frontier developer” means a person who has trained, or initiated the training of, a 

1174 frontier model, with respect to which the person has used, or intends to use, at least as much 

1175 computing power to train the frontier model as would meet the technical specifications found in 

1176 subdivision (i). 

1177  (i) (1) “Frontier model” means a foundation model that was trained using a quantity of 

1178 computing power greater than 10^26 integer or floating-point operations. 

1179  (2) The quantity of computing power described in paragraph (1) shall include computing 

1180 for the original training run and for any subsequent fine-tuning, reinforcement learning, or other 

1181 material modifications the developer applies to a preceding foundation model. 

1182  (j) “Large frontier developer” means a frontier developer that together with its affiliates 

1183 collectively had annual gross revenues in excess of five hundred million dollars ($500,000,000) 

1184 in AI-derived revenue in the preceding calendar year or spent more than one billion dollars 

1185 ($1,000,000,000) in the preceding calendar year on AI research and development. 

1186  (k) “Model weight” means a numerical parameter in a frontier model that is adjusted 

1187 through training and that helps determine how inputs are transformed into outputs. 
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1188  (l) “Property” means tangible or intangible property. 

1189  Section 2.  

1190  (a) A large frontier developer shall write, implement, comply with, and clearly and 

1191 conspicuously publish on its internet website a frontier AI framework that identifies the large 

1192 frontier developer’s frontier models to which the frontier AI framework applies and describes 

1193 how the large frontier developer approaches all of the following: 

1194  (1) Incorporating national standards, international standards, and industry-consensus best 

1195 practices into its frontier AI framework. 

1196  (2) Defining and assessing thresholds used by the large frontier developer to identify and 

1197 assess whether a frontier model has capabilities that could pose a catastrophic risk, which may 

1198 include multiple-tiered thresholds. 

1199  (3) Applying mitigations to address the potential for catastrophic risks based on the 

1200 results of assessments undertaken pursuant to paragraph (2). 

1201  (4) Reviewing assessments and adequacy of mitigations as part of the decision to deploy 

1202 a frontier model or use it extensively internally. 

1203  (5) Using third parties to assess the potential for catastrophic risks and the effectiveness 

1204 of mitigations of catastrophic risks. 

1205  (6) Revisiting and updating the frontier AI framework, including any criteria that trigger 

1206 updates and how the large frontier developer determines when its frontier models are 

1207 substantially modified enough to require disclosures pursuant to subdivision (c). 
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1208  (7) Cybersecurity practices to secure unreleased model weights from unauthorized 

1209 modification or transfer by internal or external parties. 

1210  (8) Identifying and responding to critical safety incidents. 

1211  (9) Instituting internal governance practices to ensure implementation of these processes. 

1212  (10) Assessing and managing catastrophic risk resulting from the internal use of its 

1213 frontier models, including risks resulting from a frontier model circumventing oversight 

1214 mechanisms. 

1215  (11) Identifying the large frontier developer’s corporate officer who will be primarily 

1216 responsible for implementing the frontier AI framework. 

1217  (b) (1) A large frontier developer shall review and, as appropriate, update its frontier AI 

1218 framework at least once per year. 

1219  (2) If a large frontier developer makes a material modification to its frontier AI 

1220 framework, the large frontier developer shall clearly and conspicuously publish the modified 

1221 frontier AI framework and a justification for that modification within 30 days. 

1222  (c) A large frontier developer shall submit a statement of compliance certifying its 

1223 compliance with its current frontier AI framework to the attorney general at least once per 

1224 calendar year. 

1225  (d) (1) Before, or concurrently with, deploying a new frontier model or a substantially 

1226 modified version of an existing frontier model, a frontier developer shall clearly and 

1227 conspicuously publish on its internet website a transparency report containing all of the 

1228 following: 
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1229  (A) The internet website of the frontier developer. 

1230  (B) A mechanism that enables a natural person to communicate with the frontier 

1231 developer. 

1232  (C) The release date of the frontier model. 

1233  (D) The languages supported by the frontier model. 

1234  (E) The modalities of output supported by the frontier model. 

1235  (F) The intended uses of the frontier model. 

1236  (G) Any generally applicable restrictions or conditions on uses of the frontier model. 

1237  (2) Before, or concurrently with, deploying a frontier model for general access that is (A) 

1238 materially more capable of posing catastrophic risk than any frontier model that the frontier 

1239 developer has previously deployed or (B) deployed with safeguards for catastrophic risks that are 

1240 materially weaker than safeguards that the frontier developer has put in place for previously 

1241 deployed frontier models that had a comparable or materially greater capability, a large frontier 

1242 developer shall include in the transparency report required by paragraph (1) summaries of all of 

1243 the following: 

1244  (A) Assessments of catastrophic risks from the frontier model conducted pursuant to the 

1245 large frontier developer’s frontier AI framework. 

1246  (B) The results of those assessments. 
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1247  (C) Whether and the extent to which the frontier model’s internal or external deployment 

1248 changes the frontier developer’s risk assessment of the model as compared to prior public 

1249 analyses of previously deployed frontier models in system cards and risk reports. 

1250  (D) The extent to which third-party evaluators were involved. 

1251  (E) Other steps taken to fulfill the requirements of the frontier AI framework with respect 

1252 to the frontier model. 

1253  (3) A frontier developer that publishes the information described in paragraph (1) or (2) 

1254 as part of a larger document, including a system card or model card, shall be deemed in 

1255 compliance with the applicable paragraph. 

1256  (4) A frontier developer is encouraged, but not required, to make disclosures described in 

1257 this subdivision that are consistent with, or superior to, industry best practices. 

1258  (e) (1) A large frontier developer shall clearly and conspicuously publish on its internet 

1259 website, and update at least once every one hundred and eighty (180) days, a risk report that 

1260 provides an overall assessment of the catastrophic risks posed by (i) any frontier models the 

1261 frontier developer deploys externally, and (ii) any internally deployed frontier models whose 

1262 capabilities materially exceed those of any frontier model that frontier developer has externally 

1263 deployed. The large frontier developer shall publish the initial risk report no later than 180 days 

1264 after the effective date of this chapter.  

1265  (2) Each risk report that is required by paragraph (1) shall include, at a minimum, the 

1266 following:  
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1267  (A) A representative summary of whether the frontier models have capabilities that could 

1268 pose a catastrophic risk. The summary shall address each catastrophic risk and describe any 

1269 material changes to the capabilities of the frontier models relevant to these catastrophic risks 

1270 since the most recently published risk report. 

1271  (B) A description of the key threat models the large frontier developer tracks to identify 

1272 potential catastrophic risks, how observed capabilities of those frontier models relate to each 

1273 threat model, and key mitigations that the large frontier developer has put in place to mitigate 

1274 any such identified risks.  

1275  (C) An assessment of each catastrophic risk posed by the frontier models after accounting 

1276 for the mitigations referenced in subparagraph (B). The assessment must provide sufficient 

1277 information for the public to understand the reasoning behind the risk assessment and to reach a 

1278 similar overall conclusion about the level of risk posed by the frontier models as if the public had 

1279 access to all of the same information as the large frontier developer. 

1280  (f) A large frontier developer shall transmit to the attorney general a summary of any 

1281 assessment of catastrophic risk resulting from internal use of its frontier models every three 

1282 months or pursuant to another reasonable schedule specified by the large frontier developer and 

1283 communicated in writing to the attorney general with written updates, as appropriate. 

1284  (g) (1) (A) A frontier developer shall not make a materially false or misleading statement 

1285 about catastrophic risk from its frontier models or its management of catastrophic risk. 

1286  (B) A large frontier developer shall not make a materially false or misleading statement 

1287 about its implementation of, or compliance with, its frontier AI framework. 
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1288  (2) This subdivision does not apply to a statement that was made in good faith and was 

1289 reasonable under the circumstances. 

1290  (h) (1) When a frontier developer publishes documents to comply with this section, the 

1291 frontier developer may make redactions to those documents that are necessary to protect the 

1292 frontier developer’s trade secrets, the frontier developer’s cybersecurity, public safety, or the 

1293 national security of the United States or to comply with any federal or state law. 

1294  (2) If a frontier developer redacts information in a document pursuant to this subdivision, 

1295 the frontier developer shall describe the character and justification of the redaction in any 

1296 published version of the document to the extent permitted by the concerns that justify redaction 

1297 and shall retain the unredacted information for five years. 

1298  (i) Beginning on July 1, 2027 or 90 days after a developer first qualifies as a large frontier 

1299 developer, whichever is later, a large frontier developer shall annually retain a third party to 

1300 perform an independent audit of compliance with the requirements of subdivisions (a)-(d) and 

1301 (f)-(h) of this section. The third party shall conduct audits consistent with generally accepted 

1302 auditing standards and best practices and shall possess demonstrated competence to perform the 

1303 audit, including experience employing or contracting with individuals who possess technical 

1304 expertise in the safety of frontier models. A large frontier developer shall not retain a third party 

1305 if either the large frontier developer or the third party has a financial interest in the other party. A 

1306 large frontier developer may compensate a third party for its services but shall not condition any 

1307 payment or the amount of any payment on the results of the third party's audit.  

1308  (1) The third party shall be granted access to all materials reasonably necessary to comply 

1309 with the third party's obligations under this subdivision (i), including, but not limited to, all 
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1310 unredacted versions of materials published pursuant to this chapter. To protect the large frontier 

1311 developer's trade secrets and confidential business information, cybersecurity, national security 

1312 of the United States, or public safety, a large frontier developer may impose security protocols 

1313 on the third party, including, but not limited to, restrictions on note taking, copying, retaining, or 

1314 removing materials; requirements for on-premise review; and confidentiality requirements.  

1315  (2) The third party shall produce a report that includes all of the following:  

1316  (A) a description of whether the large frontier developer has substantially complied with 

1317 the requirements of this section;  

1318  (B) if applicable, a description of material deviations from the requirements of this 

1319 section, an explanation of any deviation and its rationale, and any recommendations for how the 

1320 developer can improve its policies and processes for ensuring compliance with the requirements 

1321 of this section;  

1322  (C) a detailed assessment of the large frontier developer's internal controls, including its 

1323 designation and empowerment of senior personnel responsible for such implementation by the 

1324 large frontier developer, its employees, and its contractors;  

1325  (D) a list of the personnel involved in the audit;  

1326  (E) the third party's procedures for managing conflicts of interest and any conflicts of 

1327 interest of any personnel involved in the audit;  

1328  (F) the methodology of the audit and the nature of the information reviewed by the third 

1329 party to conduct the audit; and  

1330  (G) the signature of the lead auditor certifying the results of the audit.  
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1331  (3) The large frontier developer shall retain an unredacted copy of the report for as long 

1332 as a frontier model is deployed plus 5 years.  

1333  (4) (A) No later than 30 days after receiving the audit report, the large frontier developer 

1334 shall conspicuously publish on its website a high-level summary of the audit findings and a copy 

1335 of the third party's report with appropriate redactions and transmit a copy of the redacted report 

1336 to the attorney general.  

1337  (B) The large frontier developer shall grant the attorney general access to the third party's 

1338 report, with redactions, upon request, subject to the redactions permitted under subdivision (h). 

1339  Section 3. 

1340  (a) The attorney general shall establish a mechanism to be used by a frontier developer or 

1341 a member of the public to report a critical safety incident that includes all of the following: 

1342  (1) The date of the critical safety incident. 

1343  (2) The reasons the incident qualifies as a critical safety incident. 

1344  (3) A short and plain statement describing the critical safety incident. 

1345  (4) Whether the incident was associated with internal use of a frontier model. 

1346  (b) (1) The attorney general shall establish a mechanism to be used by a large frontier 

1347 developer to confidentially submit summaries of any assessments of the potential for catastrophic 

1348 risk resulting from internal use of its frontier models. 
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1349  (2) The attorney general shall take all necessary precautions to limit access to any reports 

1350 related to internal use of frontier models to only personnel with a specific need to know the 

1351 information and to protect the reports from unauthorized access. 

1352  (c) (1) Subject to paragraph (2), a frontier developer shall report any critical safety 

1353 incident pertaining to one or more of its frontier models to the attorney general within 15 days of 

1354 discovering the critical safety incident. 

1355  (2) If a frontier developer discovers that a critical safety incident poses an imminent risk 

1356 of death or serious physical injury, the frontier developer shall disclose that incident within 24 

1357 hours to an authority, including any law enforcement agency or public safety agency with 

1358 jurisdiction, that is appropriate based on the nature of that incident and as required by law. 

1359  (3) A frontier developer that discovers information about a critical safety incident after 

1360 filing the initial report required by this subdivision may file an amended report. 

1361  (4) A frontier developer is encouraged, but not required, to report critical safety incidents 

1362 pertaining to foundation models that are not frontier models. 

1363  (d) The attorney general shall review critical safety incident reports submitted by frontier 

1364 developers and may review reports submitted by members of the public. 

1365  (e) (1) The attorney general may transmit reports of critical safety incidents and reports 

1366 from covered employees to the Legislature, the Governor, the federal government, or appropriate 

1367 state agencies. 

1368  (2) The Attorney General shall strongly consider any risks related to trade secrets, public 

1369 safety, cybersecurity of a frontier developer, or national security when transmitting reports. 
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1370  (f) A report of a critical safety incident submitted to the attorney general pursuant to this 

1371 section, a report of assessments of catastrophic risk from internal use, and a covered employee 

1372 report are exempt from chapter 66. 

1373  (g) (1) Beginning January 1, 2027, and annually thereafter, the attorney general shall 

1374 produce a report with anonymized and aggregated information about critical safety incidents that 

1375 have been reviewed by the attorney general since the preceding report. 

1376  (2) The attorney general shall not include information in a report pursuant to this 

1377 subdivision that would compromise the trade secrets or cybersecurity of a frontier developer, 

1378 public safety, or the national security of the United States or that would be prohibited by any 

1379 federal or state law. 

1380  (3) The attorney general shall transmit a report pursuant to this subdivision to the 

1381 Legislature and to the Governor. 

1382  (h) The attorney general may adopt regulations designating one or more federal laws, 

1383 regulations, or guidance documents that meet all of the following conditions for the purposes of 

1384 subdivision (i): 

1385  (1) (A) The law, regulation, or guidance document imposes or states standards or 

1386 requirements for critical safety incident reporting that are substantially equivalent to, or stricter 

1387 than, those required by this section. 

1388  (B) The law, regulation, or guidance document described in subparagraph (A) does not 

1389 need to require critical safety incident reporting to the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 
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1390  (2) The law, regulation, or guidance document is intended to assess, detect, or mitigate 

1391 the catastrophic risk. 

1392  (i) (1) A frontier developer that intends to comply with this section by complying with 

1393 the requirements of, or meeting the standards stated by, a federal law, regulation, or guidance 

1394 document designated pursuant to subdivision (h) shall declare its intent to do so to the attorney 

1395 general. 

1396  (2) After a frontier developer has declared its intent pursuant to paragraph (1), both of the 

1397 following apply: 

1398  (A) The frontier developer shall be deemed in compliance with this section to the extent 

1399 that the frontier developer meets the standards of, or complies with the requirements imposed or 

1400 stated by, the designated federal law, regulation, or guidance document until the frontier 

1401 developer declares the revocation of that intent to the attorney general or the attorney general 

1402 revokes a relevant regulation pursuant to subdivision (j). 

1403  (B) The failure by a frontier developer to meet the standards of, or comply with the 

1404 requirements stated by, the federal law, regulation, or guidance document designated pursuant to 

1405 subdivision (h) shall constitute a violation of this chapter. 

1406  (j) The attorney general shall revoke a regulation adopted under subdivision (h) if the 

1407 requirements of subdivision (h) are no longer met. 

1408  Section 4. 

1409  (a) (1) Beginning July 1, 2027 or 90 days after a developer first qualifies as a large 

1410 frontier developer, whichever is later, a large frontier developer shall engage at least one 
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1411 qualified independent evaluator to conduct an independent evaluation of the developer’s frontier 

1412 models with respect to each catastrophic risk. A large frontier developer shall engage an 

1413 independent evaluator to conduct its evaluation no more than thirty (30) days after publishing 

1414 each risk report under section 2(e), and in any event shall conduct an independent evaluation no 

1415 less frequently than once every one-hundred-eighty (180) days.  

1416  (2) An independent evaluation conducted pursuant to paragraph (1) shall, at a minimum, 

1417 include:  

1418  (A) An independent assessment of each catastrophic risk posed by the large frontier 

1419 developer’s frontier models, taking into account model capabilities, applicable threat models, and 

1420 the large frontier developer’s safeguards.  

1421  (B) A review of the large frontier developer’s most recent risk report published pursuant 

1422 to section 2(e), including an assessment of: (i) the adequacy and completeness of the information 

1423 disclosed in the risk report; (ii) the analytical rigor of the frontier developer’s risk methodology; 

1424 (iii) the appropriateness and materiality of any redactions made to the publicly available version 

1425 of the risk report; and (iv) whether the qualified independent evaluator disagrees with any of the 

1426 report’s claims, including the overall assessment of the level of risk for each catastrophic risk.  

1427  (3) (A) The qualified independent evaluator shall be granted access to all materials 

1428 reasonably necessary to comply with the evaluator’s obligations under this section, including, but 

1429 not limited to, all unredacted versions of materials published pursuant to this chapter and the 

1430 frontier developer’s most capable frontier models. The qualified independent evaluator shall 

1431 have the opportunity to ask and receive reasonable responses to relevant questions about the 

1432 frontier developer’s frontier models, likelihood of catastrophic risks, and related safeguards.  
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1433  (B) To protect the frontier developer's trade secrets and confidential business 

1434 information, cybersecurity, national security of the United States, or public safety, a frontier 

1435 developer may impose security protocols on the qualified independent evaluator, including, but 

1436 not limited to, restrictions on note taking, copying, retaining, or removing materials; 

1437 requirements for on-premise review; and confidentiality requirements.  

1438  (4) The qualified independent evaluator shall publish a public version of its report no 

1439 later than [30] days after delivery. The public version may be redacted only as provided in 

1440 section 2(h).  

1441  (b) (1) A qualified independent evaluator shall have no financial, operational, or 

1442 management dependence on the frontier developer or any of the frontier developer’s subsidiaries 

1443 or affiliates; and shall be otherwise free from the frontier developer’s control in reaching 

1444 conclusions or making recommendations, including through contractual safeguards and conflict-

1445 of-interest policies. However, if no other source of funding has been established as set out in 

1446 section (4)(b)(2)(C) below, a large frontier developer may compensate the evaluator at 

1447 reasonable market rates.  

1448  (2) (A) As a condition of qualification or licensure, the independent evaluator shall 

1449 certify in writing to the frontier developer and the attorney general that the evaluator satisfies the 

1450 independence requirements of this section. The certification may include the evaluator’s sources 

1451 of funding and remuneration for the engagement, any other current or recent engagements with 

1452 the frontier developer or its affiliates, and any other facts that could reasonably be expected to 

1453 bear on the evaluator’s independence.  
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1454  (B) No individual who participated in the qualified independent evaluation shall accept 

1455 employment, a consulting engagement, or a board position with the frontier developer that was 

1456 the subject of the evaluation within one year following the publication of the evaluation report.  

1457  (c) (1) Not later than one year after the effective date of this chapter, the attorney general, 

1458 in consultation with academic institutions, civil society organizations, and industry stakeholders, 

1459 shall implement an independent evaluation ecosystem plan, including by:  

1460  (A) Developing and publishing standards for the qualification of qualified independent 

1461 evaluators;  

1462  (B) Exploring a licensing system to qualify evaluators;  

1463  (C) Subject to government appropriation, providing government funding or arranging 

1464 pooled funding so that qualified independent evaluators can conduct their evaluations while 

1465 remaining financially independent of any given developer; and  

1466  (D) Providing resources and funding for nascent organizations seeking to become 

1467 evaluators.  

1468  (2) (A) The attorney general may develop and publish a rating system for qualified 

1469 independent evaluators based on predefined criteria, including the rigor and quality of the 

1470 evaluator’s published reasoning and analysis, the thoroughness of the evaluator’s methodology, 

1471 the evaluator’s track record of identifying material risks or deficiencies, and stakeholder 

1472 feedback, including from frontier developers, academic reviewers, and the public. 

1473  Section 5. 
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1474  (a) On or before January 1, 2027, and annually thereafter, the attorney general, in 

1475 consultation with MassCompute, shall assess recent evidence and developments relevant to the 

1476 purposes of this chapter and shall make recommendations about whether and how to update any 

1477 of the following definitions for the purposes of this chapter to ensure that they accurately reflect 

1478 technological developments, scientific literature, and widely accepted national and international 

1479 standards: 

1480  (1) “Frontier model” so that it applies to foundation models at the frontier of artificial 

1481 intelligence development. 

1482  (2) “Frontier developer” so that it applies to developers of frontier models who are 

1483 themselves at the frontier of artificial intelligence development. 

1484  (3) “Large frontier developer” so that it applies to well-resourced frontier developers. 

1485  (b) In making recommendations pursuant to this section, the attorney general shall take 

1486 into account all of the following: 

1487  (1) Similar thresholds used in international standards or federal law, guidance, or 

1488 regulations for the management of catastrophic risk and shall align with a definition adopted in a 

1489 federal law or regulation to the extent that it is consistent with the purposes of this chapter. 

1490  (2) Input from stakeholders, including academics, industry, the open-source community, 

1491 and governmental entities. 

1492  (3) The extent to which a person will be able to determine, before beginning to train or 

1493 deploy a foundation model, whether that person will be subject to the definition as a frontier 
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1494 developer or as a large frontier developer with an aim toward allowing earlier determinations if 

1495 possible. 

1496  (4) The complexity of determining whether a person or foundation model is covered, with 

1497 an aim toward allowing simpler determinations if possible. 

1498  (5) The external verifiability of determining whether a person or foundation model is 

1499 covered, with an aim toward definitions that are verifiable by parties other than the frontier 

1500 developer. 

1501  (c) Upon developing recommendations pursuant to this section, the attorney general shall 

1502 submit a report to the Legislature with those recommendations. 

1503  (d) (1) Beginning January 1, 2027, and annually thereafter, the attorney general shall 

1504 produce a report with anonymized and aggregated information about reports from covered 

1505 employees that have been reviewed by the attorney general since the preceding report. 

1506  (2) The attorney general shall not include information in a report pursuant to this 

1507 subdivision that would compromise the trade secrets or cybersecurity of a frontier developer, 

1508 confidentiality of a covered employee, public safety, or the national security of the United States 

1509 or that would be prohibited by any federal or state law. 

1510  (3) The attorney general shall transmit a report pursuant to this subdivision to the 

1511 Legislature and to the Governor. 

1512  Section 6. 

1513  (a) A large frontier developer that fails to publish or transmit a compliant document 

1514 required to be published or transmitted under this chapter, makes a statement in violation of this 
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1515 chapter, fails to report an incident as required by this chapter, fails to comply with its own 

1516 frontier AI framework, or fails to conduct an independent evaluation consistent with this chapter, 

1517 shall be subject to injunctive relief only for the purpose of compelling compliance with this 

1518 chapter’s requirements or a civil penalty in an amount dependent upon the severity of the 

1519 violation that does not exceed one million dollars ($1,000,000) per violation. 

1520  (b) An injunction or civil penalty described in this section may be recovered in a civil 

1521 action brought only by the Attorney General. 

1522  Section 7. 

1523  The loss of value of equity does not count as damage to or loss of property for the 

1524 purposes of this chapter. 

1525  Section 8.  

1526  (a) There is hereby established within the Executive Office of Technology Services and 

1527 Security a consortium that shall develop, pursuant to this section, a framework for the creation of 

1528 a public cloud computing cluster to be known as “MassCompute.” 

1529  (b) The consortium shall develop a framework for the creation of MassCompute that 

1530 advances the development and deployment of artificial intelligence that is safe, ethical, equitable, 

1531 and sustainable by doing, at a minimum, both of the following: 

1532  (1) Fostering research and innovation that benefits the public. 

1533  (2) Enabling equitable innovation by expanding access to computational resources. 
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1534  (c) The consortium shall make reasonable efforts to ensure that MassCompute is 

1535 established within public institutions of higher education to the extent possible. 

1536  (d) MassCompute shall include, but not be limited to, all of the following: 

1537  (1) A fully owned and hosted cloud platform. 

1538  (2) Necessary human expertise to operate and maintain the platform. 

1539  (3) Necessary human expertise to support, train, and facilitate the use of MassCompute. 

1540  (e) The consortium shall operate in accordance with all relevant labor and workforce laws 

1541 and standards. 

1542  (f) (1) On or before January 1, 2027, and annually thereafter, MassCompute shall submit 

1543 a report from the consortium to the Legislature with the framework, and any updates to said 

1544 framework, developed pursuant to subdivision (b) for the creation and operation of 

1545 MassCompute. 

1546  (2) The report required by this subdivision shall include all of the following elements: 

1547  (A) A landscape analysis of Massachusetts' current public, private, and nonprofit cloud 

1548 computing platform infrastructure. 

1549  (B) An analysis of the cost to the state to build and maintain MassCompute and 

1550 recommendations for potential funding sources. 

1551  (C) Recommendations for the governance structure and ongoing operation of 

1552 MassCompute. 
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1553  (D) Recommendations for the parameters for use of MassCompute, including, but not 

1554 limited to, a process for determining which users and projects will be supported by 

1555 MassCompute. 

1556  (E) An analysis of the state’s technology workforce and recommendations for equitable 

1557 pathways to strengthen the workforce, including the role of MassCompute. 

1558  (F) A detailed description of any proposed partnerships, contracts, or licensing 

1559 agreements with nongovernmental entities, including, but not limited to, technology-based 

1560 companies, that demonstrates compliance with the requirements of subdivisions (c) and (d). 

1561  (G) Recommendations regarding how the creation and ongoing management of 

1562 MassCompute can prioritize the use of the current public sector workforce. 

1563  (g) The consortium shall consist of 14 members as follows: 

1564  (1) Four representatives of public and private academic research institutions and national 

1565 laboratories appointed by the Governor. 

1566  (2) Three representatives of impacted workforce labor organizations appointed by the as 

1567 appointed by Senate President, Speaker of the House of Representatives and Governor, 

1568 respectively.   

1569  (3) Three representatives of stakeholder groups with relevant expertise and experience, 

1570 including, but not limited to, ethicists, consumer rights advocates, and other public interest 

1571 advocates appointed by Senate President, Speaker of the House of Representatives and 

1572 Governor, respectively. 
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1573  (4) Four experts in technology and artificial intelligence to provide technical assistance 

1574 appointed by the Governor. 

1575  (h) The members of the consortium shall serve without compensation, but shall be 

1576 reimbursed for all necessary expenses actually incurred in the performance of their duties. 

1577  (i) If MassCompute is established within public institutions of higher education, said 

1578 public institutions of higher education may receive private donations for the purposes of 

1579 implementing MassCompute. 

1580  (k) This section shall be subject to appropriation. 

1581  Section 9.  

1582  (a) (1) “Catastrophic risk” means a foreseeable and material risk that a frontier 

1583 developer’s development, storage, use, or deployment of a foundation model will materially 

1584 contribute to the death of, or serious injury to, more than 50 people or more than one billion 

1585 dollars ($1,000,000,000) in damage to, or loss of, property arising from a single incident 

1586 involving a foundation model doing any of the following: 

1587  (A) Providing expert-level assistance in the creation or release of a chemical, biological, 

1588 radiological, or nuclear weapon. 

1589  (B) Engaging in conduct with no meaningful human oversight, intervention, or 

1590 supervision that is either a cyberattack or, if committed by a human, would constitute the crime 

1591 of murder, assault, extortion, or theft, including theft by false pretense. 

1592  (C) Evading the control of its frontier developer or user. 
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1593  (2) “Catastrophic risk” does not include a foreseeable and material risk from any of the 

1594 following: 

1595  (A) Information that a foundation model outputs if the information is otherwise publicly 

1596 accessible in a substantially similar form from a source other than a foundation model. 

1597  (B) Lawful activity of the federal government. 

1598  (C) Harm caused by a foundation model in combination with other software where the 

1599 foundation model did not materially contribute to the harm. 

1600  (b) “Covered employee” means an employee responsible for assessing, managing, or 

1601 addressing risk of critical safety incidents. 

1602  (c) “Critical safety incident” means any of the following: 

1603  (1) Unauthorized exfiltration of the model weights of a foundation model or the 

1604 unauthorized, deliberate and malicious modification of a frontier model’s weights. 

1605  (2) Harm resulting from the materialization of a catastrophic risk. 

1606  (3) Loss of control of a foundation model causing death or bodily injury. 

1607  (4) A foundation model that uses deceptive techniques against the frontier developer to 

1608 subvert the controls or monitoring of its frontier developer outside of the context of an evaluation 

1609 designed to elicit this behavior and in a manner that demonstrates materially increased 

1610 catastrophic risk. 

1611  (a) A frontier developer shall not make, adopt, enforce, or enter into a rule, regulation, 

1612 policy, or contract that prevents a covered employee from disclosing, or retaliates against a 
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1613 covered employee for disclosing, information to the Attorney General, a federal authority, a 

1614 person with authority over the covered employee, or another covered employee who has 

1615 authority to investigate, discover, or correct the reported issue, if the covered employee has 

1616 reasonable cause to believe that the information discloses either of the following: 

1617  (1) The frontier developer’s activities pose a specific and substantial danger to the public 

1618 health or safety resulting from a catastrophic risk. 

1619  (2) The frontier developer has violated this chapter. 

1620  (b) A frontier developer shall not enter into a contract that prevents a covered employee 

1621 from making a disclosure protected under this chapter. 

1622  (c) A covered employee may use the hotline described in this section to make reports 

1623 described in subdivision (a). 

1624  (d) A frontier developer shall provide a clear notice to all covered employees of their 

1625 rights and responsibilities under this section, including by doing either of the following: 

1626  (1) At all times posting and displaying within any workplace maintained by the frontier 

1627 developer a notice to all covered employees of their rights under this section, ensuring that any 

1628 new covered employee receives equivalent notice, and ensuring that any covered employee who 

1629 works remotely periodically receives an equivalent notice. 

1630  (2) At least once each year, providing written notice to each covered employee of the 

1631 covered employee’s rights under this section and ensuring that the notice is received and 

1632 acknowledged by all of those covered employees. 
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1633  (e) (1) A large frontier developer shall provide a reasonable internal process through 

1634 which a covered employee may anonymously disclose information to the large frontier developer 

1635 if the covered employee believes in good faith that the information indicates that the large 

1636 frontier developer’s activities present a specific and substantial danger to the public health or 

1637 safety resulting from a catastrophic risk or that the large frontier developer violated this chapter, 

1638 including a monthly update to the person who made the disclosure regarding the status of the 

1639 large frontier developer’s investigation of the disclosure and the actions taken by the large 

1640 frontier developer in response to the disclosure. 

1641  (2) (A) Except as provided in subparagraph (B), the disclosures and responses of the 

1642 process required by this subdivision shall be shared with officers and directors of the large 

1643 frontier developer at least once each quarter. 

1644  (B) If a covered employee has alleged wrongdoing by an officer or director of the large 

1645 frontier developer in a disclosure or response, subparagraph (A) shall not apply with respect to 

1646 that officer or director. 

1647  (f) The court is authorized to award reasonable attorney’s fees to a plaintiff who brings a 

1648 successful action for a violation of this section. 

1649  (g) In a civil action brought pursuant to this section, once it has been demonstrated by a 

1650 preponderance of the evidence that an activity proscribed by this section was a contributing 

1651 factor in the alleged prohibited action against the covered employee, the frontier developer shall 

1652 have the burden of proof to demonstrate by clear and convincing evidence that the alleged action 

1653 would have occurred for legitimate, independent reasons even if the covered employee had not 

1654 engaged in activities protected by this section. 
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1655  (h) (1) In a civil action or administrative proceeding brought pursuant to this section, a 

1656 covered employee may petition the superior court in any county wherein the violation in question 

1657 is alleged to have occurred, or wherein the person resides or transacts business, for appropriate 

1658 temporary or preliminary injunctive relief. 

1659  (2) Upon the filing of the petition for injunctive relief, the petitioner shall cause notice 

1660 thereof to be served upon the person, and thereupon the court shall have jurisdiction to grant 

1661 temporary injunctive relief as the court deems just and proper. 

1662  (3) In addition to any harm resulting directly from a violation of this section, the court 

1663 shall consider the chilling effect on other covered employees asserting their rights under this 

1664 section in determining whether temporary injunctive relief is just and proper. 

1665  (4) Appropriate injunctive relief shall be issued on a showing that reasonable cause exists 

1666 to believe a violation has occurred. 

1667  (5) An order authorizing temporary injunctive relief shall remain in effect until an 

1668 administrative or judicial determination or citation has been issued, or until the completion of a 

1669 review pursuant to this section, whichever is longer, or at a certain time set by the court. 

1670 Thereafter, a preliminary or permanent injunction may be issued if it is shown to be just and 

1671 proper. Any temporary injunctive relief shall not prohibit a frontier developer from disciplining 

1672 or terminating a covered employee for conduct that is unrelated to the claim of the retaliation. 

1673  (i) Notwithstanding Massachusetts Rules of Civil Procedure, injunctive relief granted 

1674 pursuant to this section shall not be stayed pending appeal. 

1675  (j) (1) This section does not impair or limit the applicability of provisions of law. 
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1676  (2) The remedies provided by this section are cumulative to each other and the remedies 

1677 or penalties available under all other laws of this state. 

1678  Section 10. 

1679  The attorney general, in consultation with MassCompute, may promulgate, amend, or 

1680 rescind regulations for the implementation, administration, and enforcement of this chapter. 

1681  Section 11. 

1682  (a) The provisions of this chapter are severable. If any provision of this chapter or its 

1683 application is held invalid, that invalidity shall not affect other provisions or applications that can 

1684 be given effect without the invalid provision or application.  

1685  (b) This chapter shall be liberally construed to effectuate its purposes.  

1686  (c) The duties and obligations imposed by this chapter are cumulative with any other 

1687 duties or obligations imposed under other law and shall not be construed to relieve any party 

1688 from any duties or obligations imposed under other law and do not limit any rights or remedies 

1689 under existing law. 

1690  SECTION 107. Chapter 111 of the General laws is hereby amended by adding the 

1691 following section:-  

1692  Section 244. The commissioner of public health shall promulgate regulations for the 

1693 annual health inspection of food trucks. The commissioner shall prescribe rules and regulations 

1694 relative to inspection schedules, documentation of inspections, standards for acceptable 

1695 cleanliness and the costs of such inspections.  
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1696  SECTION 108. Chapter 111 of the General Laws, as appearing in the 2024 Official 

1697 Edition, is hereby amended by inserting after section 244 the following section:-  

1698  Section 245. (a) As used in this section, the following words shall, unless the context 

1699 clearly requires otherwise, have the following meanings:-  

1700  “Smoke evacuation system”, smoke evacuators, laser plume evacuators, or local exhaust 

1701 ventilators that effectively capture and neutralize surgical smoke at the site of origin and before 

1702 the smoke can make ocular contact or contact with the respiratory tract of the occupants of the 

1703 room.  

1704  “Surgical smoke”, the by-product, including surgical plume, smoke plume, bio-aerosols, 

1705 laser-generated airborne contaminants, and other lung-damaging dust, that results from contact 

1706 with tissue by an energy generating device.  

1707  (b) All hospitals and freestanding ambulatory surgical facilities licensed in the 

1708 commonwealth under this chapter shall adopt policies to ensure the elimination of surgical 

1709 smoke by use of a smoke evacuation system for any procedure that generates surgical smoke 

1710 from the use of energy-based devices including, but not limited to, electrosurgery and lasers.  

1711  (c) Any hospital or freestanding ambulatory surgical facility that violates subsection (b) 

1712 shall be punished by a fine of not less than $500 for each violation.  

1713  SECTION 109. Section 75 of chapter 112 of the General Laws, as appearing in the 2024 

1714 Official Edition, is hereby amended by adding the following paragraph:- 

1715  Notwithstanding any general or special law to the contrary, the board, upon the 

1716 recommendation of the executive director or their designee, shall waive any requirement to 
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1717 complete an exam exclusively verifying proficiency in English if the applicant: (i) previously 

1718 passed an English proficiency examination at any time; (ii) has obtained one or more nursing 

1719 degrees in the United States, if the applicant was originally trained outside of the United States; 

1720 or (iii) demonstrates English proficiency through another method deemed acceptable by the 

1721 board. Nothing in this paragraph shall be construed to impede the board's authority to establish 

1722 or conduct examinations which test the applicant's fitness to practice or to promulgate rules, 

1723 regulations or guidelines pursuant to section 79. The board may not waive requirements for an 

1724 exam verifying proficiency in English for applicants seeking licensure via the Nurse Licensure 

1725 Compact pursuant to chapter 112A. 

1726  SECTION 110. Chapter 112 of the General Laws, as appearing in the 2024 Official 

1727 Edition, is hereby amended by striking out Section 82, and inserting in place thereof the 

1728 following section:  

1729  Section 82. The following words, as used in this section and in sections eighty-three to 

1730 eighty-seven, inclusive, shall have the following meanings, unless the context otherwise requires: 

1731  ''Apprentice embalmer'', any person engaged in the learning of the practice of embalming 

1732 under the instruction and personal supervision of a duly registered embalmer; provided, that no 

1733 person shall serve as such apprentice embalmer until he has been certified as such by the board.”  

1734  ''Board'', the board of registration in embalming or funeral directing established by 

1735 section twenty-nine of chapter thirteen.  

1736  ''Person'', an individual, but not a partnership, corporation or association of any kind.  
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1737  ''Embalming'', the business, practice, science or profession, as commonly practiced, of 

1738 preserving, disinfecting and preparing in any manner dead human bodies for burial, cremation or 

1739 transportation.  

1740  “Funeral directing”, the business, practice or profession, as commonly practiced, of (a) 

1741 directing or supervising funerals or providing funeral service; (b) coordinating logistics and 

1742 supporting grieving families throughout the funeral process; (c) arranging for the burial or 

1743 cremation of deceased individuals; and (d) providing transportation, internment and 

1744 disinternment of dead human bodies.   

1745  ''Embalmer'', any person engaged, or holding himself out as engaged, in the business, 

1746 practice, science or profession of embalming.  

1747  ''Funeral Director'', any person engaged, or holding himself out as engaged, in the 

1748 business, practice or profession of funeral directing.  

1749  SECTION 111. Section 83 of Chapter 112 of the General Laws, as so appearing, is 

1750 hereby amended by striking out, in line 7, the words “two years”, and inserting in place thereof, 

1751 the following words:- “one year” 

1752  SECTION 112. Said section 83 of Chapter 112, as so appearing, is hereby further 

1753 amended by striking out, in line 9, the word “fifty”, and inserting in place thereof the following 

1754 words:- “twenty five”   

1755  SECTION 113.  Said section 83 of Chapter 112, as so appearing, is hereby further 

1756 amended by striking out, in line 18, the words:- “a duly registered embalmer,”  
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1757  SECTION 114. Said section 83 of Chapter 112, as so appearing, is hereby further 

1758 amended by striking out, in line 63, the word “fifty,” and inserting in place thereof the following 

1759 words:- “twenty five”  

1760  SECTION 115. Section 85 of Chapter 112 of the General Laws, as so appearing, is 

1761 hereby amended by striking out, in line 3, the words “embalming and funeral directing” and 

1762 inserting in place thereof the following words: “embalming or funeral directing”  

1763  SECTION 116. Said Section 85 of Chapter 112, as so appearing, is hereby amended by 

1764 striking out, in line 20 the words “embalming and funeral directing” and inserting in place 

1765 thereof the following words: “embalming or funeral directing”  

1766  SECTION 117. Section 87A1/2 of Chapter 112 of the General laws, as appearing in the 

1767 2024 Official Edition, is hereby amended by striking out subsection (e) and inserting in place 

1768 thereof the following subsection:- 

1769    (e) The educational and experience requirements for a certificate shall be at least 

1770 1 of the following: 

1771    (i) a bachelor’s degree or its equivalent from a college or university approved by 

1772 the board and 2 years of full-time experience or the equivalent approved by the board; 

1773    (ii) a bachelor’s degree with 30 semester hours of additional education from a 

1774 college or university approved by the board and 1 year of full-time experience or the equivalent 

1775 approved by the board; or 

1776   (iii) a master’s degree or its equivalent from a college or university approved by the 

1777 board and 1 year of full-time experience or the equivalent approved by the board. 
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1778   The educational requirements to take the examination required to be passed as a 

1779 condition for the granting of a certificate shall be set forth in regulations promulgated by the 

1780 board. 

1781  SECTION 118. Paragraph (1) of subsection (d) of section 87B of said chapter 112, as so 

1782 appearing, is hereby amended by inserting after the word “commonwealth;”, in line 33, the 

1783 following word:- and. 

1784  SECTION 119. Paragraph (2) of said subsection (d) of said section 87B of said chapter 

1785 112, as so appearing, is hereby amended by striking out clauses (A) to (C), inclusive, and 

1786 inserting in place thereof the following 3 clauses:- 

1787   (A) is certified or licensed in another state and is in good standing in the other state; 

1788    (B) has passed the Uniform Certified Public Accountant Examination and has 

1789 completed the educational requirements listed in subsection (e) of section 87A1/2; or 

1790    (C) had 4 years of experience in the practice of public accountancy or equivalent, 

1791 26meeting requirements prescribed by the board by rule, after passing the examination upon 

1792 which 27their certificate was based within the 10 years immediately preceding their application. 

1793  SECTION 120. Said subsection (d) of said section 87B of said chapter 112, as so 

1794 appearing, is hereby further amended by striking out paragraph (3). 

1795  SECTION 121. Subsection (h) of said section 87B of said chapter 112, as so appearing, is 

1796 hereby further amended by striking out paragraph (2) and inserting in place thereof the following 

1797 paragraph:- 
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1798  (h)(2) A person whose principal place of business is outside the commonwealth shall be 

1799 deemed to have qualifications substantially equivalent to the commonwealth’s requirements for 

1800 the practice of public accountancy and may engage in the practice of certified public 

1801 accountancy in the commonwealth, including offering and rendering professional services, 

1802 whether in person or by mail, telephone or electronic means, if such person holds a valid license 

1803 as a certified public accountant issued by another state; provided, however, that the person has 

1804 met the educational and experience requirements listed in subsection (e) of section 87A1/2 and 

1805 has passed the Uniform Certified Public Accountant Examination or exceeded the licensure 

1806 requirements of this chapter; provided further, that any person who has passed the Uniform 

1807 Certified Public Accountant Examination and holds a valid certified public accountant certificate 

1808 issued by another state on or before December 31, 2025, shall be exempt from the educational 

1809 requirements in said subsection (e) of said section 87A1/2. Any person who qualifies for the 

1810 practice privilege pursuant to this subsection may exercise such privilege in the commonwealth 

1811 without limitation on the period of time within which such person may so practice in the 

1812 commonwealth if such person remains qualified pursuant to this subsection; provided, however, 

1813 that such person shall not be required to obtain a certificate or license pursuant to this section, 

1814 except as provided in this subsection, submit any other notice to the board or obtain a temporary 

1815 practice permit from or pay any fee to the board. 

1816  SECTION 122. Section 131 of chapter 112 of the General Laws, as appearing in the 2024 

1817 Official Edition, is hereby amended by striking out, in lines 6 to 7, the words “has passed an 

1818 examination prepared by the board for this purpose;”.   

1819  SECTION 123. Section 132 of said chapter 112 is hereby amended by striking out, in 

1820 lines 1 to 2, the words “Examinations for licensed certified social workers, including those in 
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1821 independent clinical practice” and inserting in place thereof the following words:- Examinations 

1822 for licensed independent clinical social workers.   

1823  SECTION 124. Said chapter 112 is hereby further amended by inserting after section 

1824 135C the following section:-  

1825  Section 135D. To ensure a stable, diverse workforce of licensed social workers in the 

1826 commonwealth, and to provide for increased support and retention of practicing licensed social 

1827 workers, the commonwealth shall administer a paid practicum placement grant program for 

1828 Master of Social Work students in good standing. The program shall, subject to appropriation, 

1829 provide grant funding to designated recipients with a specific focus on recruiting and retaining 

1830 Master of Social Work students from historically marginalized communities and low-income 

1831 communities. Funds to establish this program shall be allocated from state, federal or other 

1832 dedicated resources, including existing trust funds.   Eligible applicants must attend a school of 

1833 social work Masters program physically located in Massachusetts that has been accredited by the 

1834 Council on Social Work Education.  

1835  The executive office of education shall collaborate with eligible institutions of higher 

1836 education to track applicant data, including application details submitted, and evaluate the 

1837 program’s efficacy and equity.  

1838  SECTION 125. Section 136 of said chapter 112 is hereby amended by inserting after the 

1839 fourth paragraph the following paragraph:-  

1840  Licensed independent clinical social workers engaged in independent clinical practice 

1841 who provide one-on-one supervision to a licensed certified social worker, licensed social worker, 

1842 Masters degree of social work or intern or Bachelors degree of social work intern shall be 
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1843 eligible to receive up to 8 continuing education credits during a licensing period for said 

1844 supervision.  

1845  SECTION 126. Section 222 of said chapter 112 of the General Laws, as so appearing, is 

1846 hereby amended by adding the following subsection:-    

1847  (e) Notwithstanding clauses (iii) and (iv) of subsection (d), an applicant shall be eligible 

1848 for licensure as a home inspector without meeting the requirements of said clause (iii) or said 

1849 clause (iv) of said subsection (d) if the applicant: (i) is a professional engineer licensed pursuant 

1850 to sections 81D to 81T, inclusive; and (ii) has performed not less than 50 home inspections under 

1851 the supervision of a licensed home inspector. 

1852  SECTION 127. Section 3 of chapter 121C of the General Laws, as appearing in the 2024 

1853 Official Edition, is hereby amended by striking out, in line 55, the word “MOBD” and inserting 

1854 in place thereof the following words:- the secretary.     

1855  SECTION 128. Section 4 of said chapter 121C, as so appearing, is hereby amended by 

1856 striking out, in line 9, the words “, MOBD and to the director,” and inserting in place thereof the 

1857 following words:- and secretary.     

1858  SECTION 129. Subsection (d) of section 5 of said chapter 121C, as so appearing, is 

1859 hereby amended by striking out, in line 21, the words “MOBD and” and inserting in place 

1860 thereof the following word:- the.     

1861  SECTION 130. Subsection (l) of said section 5 of said chapter 121C, as so appearing, is 

1862 hereby amended by striking out, in lines 67 to 68, the words “MOBD and the director” and 

1863 inserting in place thereof the following words:- the secretary.     
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1864  SECTION 131. Said subsection (l) of said section 5 of said chapter 121C, as so 

1865 appearing, is hereby further amended by striking out, in lines 81 to 82, the words “MOBD and 

1866 director” and inserting in place thereof the following words:- the secretary.     

1867  SECTION 132. Section 6 of said chapter 121C, as so appearing, is hereby amended by 

1868 striking out, in line 28, the words “MOBD and director” and inserting in place thereof the 

1869 following words:- the secretary.     

1870  SECTION 133. Said section 6 of said chapter 121C, as so appearing, is hereby further 

1871 amended by striking out, in lines 44 to 45, the words “department of housing and community 

1872 development” and inserting in place thereof the following words:- secretary.     

1873  SECTION 134. Section 10 of said chapter 121C, as so appearing, is hereby amended by 

1874 striking out, in line 5, the words “MOBD and the director” and inserting in place thereof the 

1875 following words:- the secretary.  

1876  SECTION 135. Chapter 131, section 40 is hereby amended by inserting after paragraph 

1877 19 the following paragraphs:- 

1878  The conservation commission or its agent shall file a copy of the conservation 

1879 commission’s decision on a wetlands delineation or notice of intent with the city or town clerk. 

1880 Any applicant or neighboring landowner aggrieved by a decision of a conservation commission 

1881 under municipal ordinances or bylaws supplementing this section may appeal to the land court 

1882 department within twenty days after the decision has been filed in the office of the city or town 

1883 clerk. Notice of the action with a copy of the complaint shall be given to such city or town clerk 

1884 so as to be received within such twenty days. 
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1885  The complaint shall allege that the decision exceeds the authority of conservation 

1886 commissioner or is otherwise arbitrary, capricious, or contrary to law, include any necessary 

1887 facts and shall contain a prayer that the decision be annulled.  

1888  There shall be attached to the complaint a copy of the decision appealed from, bearing the 

1889 date of filing thereof, certified by the city or town clerk with whom the decision was filed. The 

1890 conservation commission shall file with the court a complete administrative record within 30 

1891 days of the filing of the complaint. The court shall hear all evidence pertinent to the authority of 

1892 the conservation commission upon the administrative record and annul such decision if found to 

1893 exceed the authority of such conservation commission or make such other decree as justice and 

1894 equity may require. The Court shall hold such proceedings under the timelines established under 

1895 G.L. c. 185, Section 3A. 

1896  SECTION 136. The General Laws are hereby amended by inserting after Chapter 137 the 

1897 following chapter:- 

1898  Chapter 137A.  

1899  Chapter 137A. Social Work Licensure Compact  

1900  Section 1. The purpose of this compact is to facilitate interstate practice of regulated 

1901 social workers by improving public access to competent social work services. The compact 

1902 preserves the regulatory authority of states to protect public health and safety through the current 

1903 system of state licensure. This compact is designed to achieve the following objectives: 

1904  (a) increase public access to social work services; 
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1905  (b) reduce overly burdensome and duplicative requirements associated with holding 

1906 multiple licenses; 

1907  (c) enhance the member states’ ability to protect the public’s health and safety; 

1908  (d) encourage the cooperation of member states in regulating multistate practice; 

1909  (e) promote mobility and address workforce shortages by eliminating the necessity for 

1910 licenses in multiple states by providing for the mutual recognition of other member state 

1911 licenses; 

1912  (f) support military families; 

1913  (g) facilitate the exchange of licensure and disciplinary information among member 

1914 states; 

1915  (h) authorize all member states to hold a regulated social worker accountable for abiding 

1916 by a member state’s laws, regulations, and applicable professional standards in the member state 

1917 in which the client is located at the time care is rendered; and 

1918  (i) allow for the use of telehealth to facilitate increased access to regulated social work 

1919 services. 

1920  Section 2. As used in this chapter, unless the context requires otherwise, the following 

1921 words shall have the following meanings:  

1922  (a) “Active military member”, any individual with full-time duty status in the active 

1923 armed forces of the United States including members of the National Guard and Reserve. 
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1924  (b) “Adverse action”, any administrative, civil, equitable or criminal action permitted by 

1925 a state’s laws which is imposed by a licensing authority or other authority against a regulated 

1926 social worker, including actions against an individual’s license or multistate authorization to 

1927 practice such as revocation, suspension, probation, monitoring of the licensee, limitation on the 

1928 licensee’s practice, or any other encumbrance on licensure affecting a regulated social worker’s 

1929 authorization to practice, including issuance of a cease and desist action. 

1930  (c) “Alternative program”, a non-disciplinary monitoring or practice remediation process 

1931 approved by a licensing authority to address practitioners with an impairment. 

1932  (d) “Charter member states”, member states who have enacted legislation to adopt this 

1933 compact where such legislation predates the effective date of this compact as described in section 

1934 14. 

1935  (e) “Compact Commission” or “Commission”, the government agency whose 

1936 membership consists of all states that have enacted this compact, which is known as the Social 

1937 Work Licensure Compact Commission, as described in section 10, and which shall operate as an 

1938 instrumentality of the member states. 

1939  (f) “Current significant investigative information”,: 

1940  (1) investigative information that a licensing authority, after a preliminary inquiry that 

1941 includes notification and an opportunity for the regulated social worker to respond has reason to 

1942 believe is not groundless and, if proved true, would indicate more than a minor infraction as may 

1943 be defined by the commission; or 
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1944  (2) investigative information that indicates that the regulated social worker represents an 

1945 immediate threat to public health and safety, as may be defined by the commission, regardless of 

1946 whether the regulated social worker has been notified and has had an opportunity to respond. 

1947  (g) “Data system”, a repository of information about licensees, including, continuing 

1948 education, examination, licensure, current significant investigative information, disqualifying 

1949 event, multistate license(s) and adverse action information or other information as required by 

1950 the commission. 

1951  (h) “Disqualifying event”, any adverse action or incident which results in an 

1952 encumbrance that disqualifies or makes the licensee ineligible to either obtain, retain or renew a 

1953 multistate license. 

1954  (i) “Domicile”, the jurisdiction in which the licensee resides and intends to remain 

1955 indefinitely. 

1956  (j) “Encumbrance”, a revocation or suspension of, or any limitation on, the full and 

1957 unrestricted practice of social work licensed and regulated by a licensing authority. 

1958  (k) “Executive committee”, a group of delegates elected or appointed to act on behalf of, 

1959 and within the powers granted to them by, the compact and commission. 

1960  (l) “Home state”, the member state that is the licensee’s primary domicile. 

1961  (m) “Impairment”, a condition(s) that may impair a practitioner’s ability to engage in full 

1962 and unrestricted practice as a regulated social worker without some type of intervention and may 

1963 include alcohol and drug dependence, mental health impairment, and neurological or physical 

1964 impairments. 
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1965  (n) “Licensee(s)”, an individual who currently holds a license from a state to practice as a 

1966 regulated social worker. 

1967  (o) “Licensing authority”, the board or agency of a member state, or equivalent, that is 

1968 responsible for the licensing and regulation of regulated social workers. 

1969  (p) “Member state”, a state, commonwealth, district, or territory of the United States of 

1970 America that has enacted this compact. 

1971  (q) “Multistate authorization to practice”, a legally authorized privilege to practice, which 

1972 is equivalent to a license, associated with a multistate license permitting the practice of social 

1973 work in a remote state. 

1974  (r) “Multistate license”, a license to practice as a regulated social worker issued by a 

1975 home state licensing authority that authorizes the regulated social worker to practice in all 

1976 member states under multistate authorization to practice. 

1977  (s) “Qualifying national exam”, a national licensing examination approved by the 

1978 commission.   

1979  (t) “Regulated social worker”, any clinical, master’s or bachelor’s social worker licensed 

1980 by a member state regardless of the title used by that member state. 

1981  (u) “Remote state”, a member state other than the licensee’s home state. 

1982  (v) “Rule(s)” or “Rule(s) of the commission”, a regulation or regulations duly 

1983 promulgated by the commission, as authorized by the compact, that has the force of law. 
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1984  (w) “Single state license”, a social work license issued by any state that authorizes 

1985 practice only within the issuing state and does not include multistate authorization to practice in 

1986 any member state. 

1987  (x) “Social work” or “Social work services”, the application of social work theory, 

1988 knowledge, methods, ethics, and the professional use of self to restore or enhance social, 

1989 psychosocial, or biopsychosocial functioning of individuals, couples, families, groups, 

1990 organizations, and communities through the care and services provided by a regulated social 

1991 worker as set forth in the member state’s statutes and regulations in the state where the services 

1992 are being provided. 

1993  (y) “State”, any state, commonwealth, district, or territory of the United States of 

1994 America that regulates the practice of social work. 

1995  (z) “Unencumbered license”, a license that authorizes a regulated social worker to engage 

1996 in the full and unrestricted practice of social work. 

1997  Section 3. (a) To be eligible to participate in the compact, a potential member state must 

1998 currently meet all of the following criteria: 

1999  (1) license and regulate the practice of social work at either the clinical, master’s, or 

2000 bachelor’s category. 

2001  (2) require applicants for licensure to graduate from a program that is: 

2002  (i) operated by a college or university recognized by the licensing authority; 

2003  (ii) accredited, or in candidacy by an institution that subsequently becomes accredited, by 

2004 an accrediting agency recognized by either: 
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2005  (A) the Council for Higher Education Accreditation, or its successor; or 

2006  (B) the United States Department of Education; and 

2007  (iii) corresponds to the licensure sought as outlined in section (4). 

2008  (3) require applicants for clinical licensure to complete a period of supervised practice. 

2009  (4) have a mechanism in place for receiving, investigating, and adjudicating complaints 

2010 about licensees. 

2011  (b) To maintain membership in the compact a member state shall: 

2012  (1) require that applicants for a multistate license pass a qualifying national exam for the 

2013 corresponding category of multistate license sought as outlined in section (4); 

2014  (2) participate fully in the commission’s data system, including using the commission’s 

2015 unique identifier as defined in rules; 

2016  (3) notify the commission, in compliance with the terms of the compact and rules, of any 

2017 adverse action or the availability of current significant investigative information regarding a 

2018 licensee; 

2019  (4) implement procedures for considering the criminal history records of applicants for a 

2020 multistate license. Such procedures shall include the submission of fingerprints or other 

2021 biometric-based information by applicants for the purpose of obtaining an applicant’s criminal 

2022 history record information from the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the agency responsible 

2023 for retaining that state’s criminal records. 

2024  (5) comply with the rules of the commission; 
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2025  (6) require an applicant to obtain or retain a license in the home state and meet the home 

2026 state’s qualifications for licensure or renewal of licensure, as well as all other applicable home 

2027 state laws; 

2028  (7) authorize a licensee holding a multistate license in any member state to practice in 

2029 accordance with the terms of the compact and rules of the commission; and 

2030  (8) designate a delegate to participate in the commission meetings. 

2031  (c) A member state meeting the requirements of subsections (a) and (b) of section (3) of 

2032 this compact shall designate the categories of social work licensure that are eligible for issuance 

2033 of a multistate license for applicants in such member state. To the extent that any member state 

2034 does not meet the requirements for participation in the compact at any particular category of 

2035 social work licensure, such member state may choose, but is not obligated to, issue a multistate 

2036 license to applicants that otherwise meet the requirements of section (4) for issuance of a 

2037 multistate license in such category or categories of licensure. 

2038  (d) The home state may charge a fee for granting the multistate license.  

2039  Section 4. (a) To be eligible for a multistate license under the terms and provisions of the 

2040 compact, an applicant, regardless of category must: 

2041  (1) hold or be eligible for an active, unencumbered license in the home state; 

2042  (2) pay any applicable fees, including any state fee, for the multistate license; 

2043  (3) submit, in connection with an application for a multistate license, fingerprints or other 

2044 biometric data for the purpose of obtaining criminal history record information from the Federal 

2045 Bureau of Investigation and the agency responsible for retaining that state’s criminal records. 
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2046  (4) notify the home state of any adverse action, encumbrance, or restriction on any 

2047 professional license taken by any member state or non-member state within 30 days from the 

2048 date the action is taken. 

2049  (5) meet any continuing competence requirements established by the home state; 

2050  (6) abide by the laws, regulations, and applicable standards in the member state where the 

2051 client is located at the time care is rendered. 

2052  (b) An applicant for a clinical-category multistate license must meet all of the following 

2053 requirements: 

2054  (1) fulfill a competency requirement, which shall be satisfied by either: 

2055  (i) passage of a clinical-category qualifying national exam; or 

2056  (ii) licensure of the applicant in their home state at the clinical category, beginning prior 

2057 to such time as a qualifying national exam was required by the home state and accompanied by a 

2058 period of continuous social work licensure thereafter, all of which may be further governed by 

2059 the rules of the commission; or 

2060  (iii) the substantial equivalency of the foregoing competency requirements which the 

2061 commission may determine by rule. 

2062  (2) attain at least a master’s degree in social work from a program that is: 

2063  (i) operated by a college or university recognized by the licensing authority; and 

2064  (ii) accredited, or in candidacy that subsequently becomes accredited, by an accrediting 

2065 agency recognized by either: 
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2066  (A) the Council for Higher Education Accreditation or its successor; or 

2067  (B) the United States Department of Education. 

2068  (3) fulfill a practice requirement, which shall be satisfied by demonstrating completion of 

2069 either: 

2070  (i) a period of postgraduate supervised clinical practice equal to a minimum of three 

2071 thousand hours; or 

2072  (ii) a minimum of two years of full-time postgraduate supervised clinical practice; or 

2073  (ii) the substantial equivalency of the foregoing practice requirements which the 

2074 commission may determine by rule. 

2075  (c) An applicant for a master’s-category multistate license must meet all of the following 

2076 requirements: 

2077  (1) fulfill a competency requirement, which shall be satisfied by either: 

2078  (i) passage of a masters-category qualifying national exam; 

2079  (ii) licensure of the applicant in their home state at the master’s category, beginning prior 

2080 to such time as a qualifying national exam was required by the home state at the master’s 

2081 category and accompanied by a continuous period of social work licensure thereafter, all of 

2082 which may be further governed by the rules of the commission; or 

2083  (iii) the substantial equivalency of the foregoing competency requirements which the 

2084 commission may determine by rule. 
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2085  (2) attain at least a master’s degree in social work from a program that is: 

2086  (i) operated by a college or university recognized by the licensing authority; and 

2087  (ii) accredited, or in candidacy that subsequently becomes accredited, by an accrediting 

2088 agency recognized by either: 

2089  (A) the Council for Higher Education Accreditation or its successor; or 

2090  (B) the United States Department of Education. 

2091  (d) An applicant for a bachelor’s-category multistate license must meet all of the 

2092 following requirements:    

2093  (1) fulfill a competency requirement, which shall be satisfied by either: 

2094  (i) passage of a bachelor’s-category qualifying national exam; 

2095  (ii) licensure of the applicant in their home state at the bachelor’s category, beginning 

2096 prior to such time as a qualifying national exam was required by the home state and accompanied 

2097 by a period of continuous social work licensure thereafter, all of which may be further governed 

2098 by the rules of the commission; or 

2099  (iii) the substantial equivalency of the foregoing competency requirements which the 

2100 commission may determine by rule. 

2101  (2) attain at least a bachelor’s degree in social work from a program that is: 

2102  (i) operated by a college or university recognized by the licensing authority; and 
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2103  (ii) accredited, or in candidacy that subsequently becomes accredited, by an accrediting 

2104 agency recognized by either: 

2105  (A) the Council for Higher Education Accreditation or its successor; or 

2106  (B) the United States Department of Education. 

2107  (e) The multistate license for a regulated social worker is subject to the renewal 

2108 requirements of the home state. The regulated social worker must maintain compliance with the 

2109 requirements of subsection (a) of section (4) to be eligible to renew a multistate license. 

2110  (f) The regulated social worker’s services in a remote state are subject to that member 

2111 state’s regulatory authority. A remote state may, in accordance with due process and that 

2112 member state’s laws, remove a regulated social worker’s multistate authorization to practice in 

2113 the remote state for a specific period of time, impose fines, and take any other necessary actions 

2114 to protect the health and safety of its citizens. 

2115  (g) If a multistate license is encumbered, the regulated social worker’s multistate 

2116 authorization to practice shall be deactivated in all remote states until the multistate license is no 

2117 longer encumbered. 

2118  (h) If a multistate authorization to practice is encumbered in a remote state, the regulated 

2119 social worker’s multistate authorization to practice may be deactivated in that state until the 

2120 multistate authorization to practice is no longer encumbered. 

2121  Section 5. (a) Upon receipt of an application for multistate license, the home state 

2122 licensing authority shall determine the applicant’s eligibility for a multistate license in 

2123 accordance with section (4) of this compact. 
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2124  (b) If such applicant is eligible pursuant to section (4) of this compact, the home state 

2125 licensing authority shall issue a multistate license that authorizes the applicant or regulated social 

2126 worker to practice in all member states under a multistate authorization to practice. 

2127  (c) Upon issuance of a multistate license, the home state licensing authority shall 

2128 designate whether the regulated social worker holds a multistate license in the bachelors, 

2129 masters, or clinical category of social work. 

2130  (d) A multistate license issued by a home state to a resident in that state shall be 

2131 recognized by all compact member states as authorizing social work practice under a multistate 

2132 authorization to practice corresponding to each category of licensure regulated in each member 

2133 state. 

2134  Section 6. (a) Nothing in this compact, nor any rule of the commission, shall be construed 

2135 to limit, restrict, or in any way reduce the ability of a member state to enact and enforce laws, 

2136 regulations, or other rules related to the practice of social work in that state, where those laws, 

2137 regulations, or other rules are not inconsistent with the provisions of this compact. 

2138  (b) Nothing in this compact shall affect the requirements established by a member state 

2139 for the issuance of a single state license. 

2140  (c) Nothing in this compact, nor any rule of the commission, shall be construed to limit, 

2141 restrict, or in any way reduce the ability of a member state to take adverse action against a 

2142 licensee’s single state license to practice social work in that state. 
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2143  (d) Nothing in this compact, nor any rule of the commission, shall be construed to limit, 

2144 restrict, or in any way reduce the ability of a remote state to take adverse action against a 

2145 licensee’s multistate authorization to practice in that state. 

2146  (e) Nothing in this compact, nor any rule of the commission, shall be construed to limit, 

2147 restrict, or in any way reduce the ability of a licensee’s home state to take adverse action against 

2148 a licensee’s multistate license based upon information provided by a remote state. 

2149  Section 7. (a) A licensee can hold a multistate license, issued by their home state, in only 

2150 one member state at any given time. 

2151  (b) If a licensee changes their home state by moving between two member states: 

2152  (1) the licensee shall immediately apply for the reissuance of their multistate license in 

2153 their new home state. The licensee shall pay all applicable fees and notify the prior home state in 

2154 accordance with the rules of the commission. 

2155  (2) upon receipt of an application to reissue a multistate license, the new home state shall 

2156 verify that the multistate license is active, unencumbered and eligible for reissuance under the 

2157 terms of the compact and the rules of the commission. The multistate license issued by the prior 

2158 home state will be deactivated and all member states notified in accordance with the applicable 

2159 rules adopted by the commission. 

2160  (3) prior to the reissuance of the multistate license, the new home state shall conduct 

2161 procedures for considering the criminal history records of the licensee. Such procedures shall 

2162 include the submission of fingerprints or other biometric-based information by applicants for the 
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2163 purpose of obtaining an applicant’s criminal history record information from the Federal Bureau 

2164 of Investigation and the agency responsible for retaining that state’s criminal records. 

2165  (4) if required for initial licensure, the new home state may require completion of 

2166 jurisprudence requirements in the new home state. 

2167  (5) notwithstanding any other provision of this compact, if a licensee does not meet the 

2168 requirements set forth in this compact for the reissuance of a multistate license by the new home 

2169 state, then the licensee shall be subject to the new home state requirements for the issuance of a 

2170 single state license in that state. 

2171  (c) If a licensee changes their primary state of residence by moving from a member state 

2172 to a non-member state, or from a non-member state to a member state, then the licensee shall be 

2173 subject to the state requirements for the issuance of a single state license in the new home state. 

2174  (d) Nothing in this compact shall interfere with a licensee’s ability to hold a single state 

2175 license in multiple states; however, for the purposes of this compact, a licensee shall have only 

2176 one home state, and only one multistate license. 

2177  (e) Nothing in this compact shall interfere with the requirements established by a member 

2178 state for the issuance of a single state license. 

2179  Section 8. (a) An active military member or their spouse shall designate a home state 

2180 where the individual has a multistate license. The individual may retain their home state 

2181 designation during the period the service member is on active duty. 

2182  Section 9. (a) In addition to the other powers conferred by state law, a remote state shall 

2183 have the authority, in accordance with existing state due process law, to: 
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2184  (1) take adverse action against a regulated social worker’s multistate authorization to 

2185 practice only within that member state, and issue subpoenas for both hearings and investigations 

2186 that require the attendance and testimony of witnesses as well as the production of evidence. 

2187 Subpoenas issued by a licensing authority in a member state for the attendance and testimony of 

2188 witnesses or the production of evidence from another member state shall be enforced in the latter 

2189 state by any court of competent jurisdiction, according to the practice and procedure of that court 

2190 applicable to subpoenas issued in proceedings pending before it. The issuing licensing authority 

2191 shall pay any witness fees, travel expenses, mileage, and other fees required by the service 

2192 statutes of the state in which the witnesses or evidence are located. 

2193  (2) only the home state shall have the power to take adverse action against a regulated 

2194 social worker’s multistate license. 

2195  (b) For purposes of taking adverse action, the home state shall give the same priority and 

2196 effect to reported conduct received from a member state as it would if the conduct had occurred 

2197 within the home state. In so doing, the home state shall apply its own state laws to determine 

2198 appropriate action. 

2199  (c) The home state shall complete any pending investigations of a regulated social worker 

2200 who changes their home state during the course of the investigations. The home state shall also 

2201 have the authority to take appropriate action(s) and shall promptly report the conclusions of the 

2202 investigations to the administrator of the data system. The administrator of the data system shall 

2203 promptly notify the new home state of any adverse actions. 
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2204  (d) A member state, if otherwise permitted by state law, may recover from the affected 

2205 regulated social worker the costs of investigations and dispositions of cases resulting from any 

2206 adverse action taken against that regulated social worker. 

2207  (e) A member state may take adverse action based on the factual findings of another 

2208 member state, provided that the member state follows its own procedures for taking the adverse 

2209 action. 

2210  (f) (1) In addition to the authority granted to a member state by its respective social work 

2211 practice act or other applicable state law, any member state may participate with other member 

2212 states in joint investigations of licensees. 

2213  (2) Member states shall share any investigative, litigation, or compliance materials in 

2214 furtherance of any joint or individual investigation initiated under the compact. 

2215  (g) If adverse action is taken by the home state against the multistate license of a 

2216 regulated social worker, the regulated social worker’s multistate authorization to practice in all 

2217 other member states shall be deactivated until all encumbrances have been removed from the 

2218 multistate license. All home state disciplinary orders that impose adverse action against the 

2219 license of a regulated social worker shall include a statement that the regulated social worker’s 

2220 multistate authorization to practice is deactivated in all member states until all conditions of the 

2221 decision, order or agreement are satisfied. 

2222  (h) If a member state takes adverse action, it shall promptly notify the administrator of 

2223 the data system. The administrator of the data system shall promptly notify the home state and all 

2224 other member state’s of any adverse actions by remote states. 
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2225  (i) Nothing in this compact shall override a member state’s decision that participation in 

2226 an alternative program may be used in lieu of adverse action. 

2227  (j) Nothing in this compact shall authorize a member state to demand the issuance of 

2228 subpoenas for attendance and testimony of witnesses or the production of evidence from another 

2229 member state for lawful actions within that member state. 

2230  (k) Nothing in this compact shall authorize a member state to impose discipline against a 

2231 regulated social worker who holds a multistate authorization to practice for lawful actions within 

2232 another member state. 

2233  Section 10. (a) The compact member states hereby create and establish a joint 

2234 government agency whose membership consists of all member states that have enacted the 

2235 compact known as the social work licensure compact commission. The commission is an 

2236 instrumentality of the compact states acting jointly and not an instrumentality of any one state. 

2237 The commission shall come into existence on or after the effective date of the compact as set 

2238 forth in section (14). 

2239  (b) (1) Each member state shall have and be limited to one (1) delegate selected by that 

2240 member state’s state licensing authority. 

2241  (2) The delegate shall be either: 

2242  (i) a current member of the state licensing authority at the time of appointment, who is a 

2243 regulated social worker or public member of the state licensing authority; or 

2244  (ii) an administrator of the state licensing authority or their designee. 
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2245  (3) The commission shall by rule or bylaw establish a term of office for delegates and 

2246 may by rule or bylaw establish term limits. 

2247  (4) The commission may recommend removal or suspension of any delegate from office. 

2248  (5) A member state’s state licensing authority shall fill any vacancy of its delegate 

2249 occurring on the commission within 60 days of the vacancy. 

2250  (6) Each delegate shall be entitled to one vote on all matters before the commission 

2251 requiring a vote by commission delegates. 

2252  (7) A delegate shall vote in person or by such other means as provided in the bylaws. The 

2253 bylaws may provide for delegates to meet by telecommunication, videoconference, or other 

2254 means of communication. 

2255  (8) The commission shall meet at least once during each calendar year. Additional 

2256 meetings may be held as set forth in the bylaws. The commission may meet by 

2257 telecommunication, video conference or other similar electronic means. 

2258  (c) The commission shall have the following powers: 

2259  (1) establish the fiscal year of the commission; 

2260  (2) establish code of conduct and conflict of interest policies; 

2261  (3) establish and amend rules and bylaws; 

2262  (4) maintain its financial records in accordance with the bylaws; 
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2263  (5) meet and take such actions as are consistent with the provisions of this compact, the 

2264 commission’s rules, and the bylaws; 

2265  (6) initiate and conclude legal proceedings or actions in the name of the commission, 

2266 provided that the standing of any state licensing Board to sue or be sued under applicable law 

2267 shall not be affected; 

2268  (7) maintain and certify records and information provided to a member state as the 

2269 authenticated business records of the commission, and designate an agent to do so on the 

2270 commission's behalf; 

2271  (8) purchase and maintain insurance and bonds; 

2272  (9) borrow, accept, or contract for services of personnel, including, but not limited to, 

2273 employees of a member state; 

2274  (10) conduct an annual financial review 

2275  (11) hire employees, elect or appoint officers, fix compensation, define duties, grant such 

2276 individuals appropriate authority to carry out the purposes of the compact, and establish the 

2277 commission’s personnel policies and programs relating to conflicts of interest, qualifications of 

2278 personnel, and other related personnel matters; 

2279  (12) assess and collect fees; 

2280  (13) accept any and all appropriate gifts, donations, grants of money, other sources of 

2281 revenue, equipment, supplies, materials, and services, and receive, utilize, and dispose of the 

2282 same; provided that at all times the commission shall avoid any appearance of impropriety or 

2283 conflict of interest; 
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2284  (14) lease, purchase, retain, own, hold, improve, or use any property, real, personal, or 

2285 mixed, or any undivided interest therein; 

2286  (15) sell, convey, mortgage, pledge, lease, exchange, abandon, or otherwise dispose of 

2287 any property real, personal, or mixed; 

2288  (16) establish a budget and make expenditures; 

2289  (17) borrow money; 

2290  (18) appoint committees, including standing committees, composed of members, state 

2291 regulators, state legislators or their representatives, and consumer representatives, and such other 

2292 interested persons as may be designated in this compact and the bylaws; 

2293  (19) provide and receive information from, and cooperate with, law enforcement 

2294 agencies; 

2295  (20) establish and elect an executive committee, including a chair and a vice chair; 

2296  (21) determine whether a state’s adopted language is materially different from the model 

2297 compact language such that the state would not qualify for participation in the compact; and 

2298  (22) perform such other functions as may be necessary or appropriate to achieve the 

2299 purposes of this compact. 

2300  (d)(1) The executive committee shall have the power to act on behalf of the commission 

2301 according to the terms of this compact. The powers, duties, and responsibilities of the executive 

2302 committee shall include: 
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2303  (i) oversee the day-to-day activities of the administration of the compact including 

2304 enforcement and compliance with the provisions of the compact, its rules and bylaws, and other 

2305 such duties as deemed necessary; 

2306  (ii) recommend to the commission changes to the rules or bylaws, changes to this 

2307 compact legislation, fees charged to compact member states, fees charged to licensees, and other 

2308 fees; 

2309  (iii) ensure compact administration services are appropriately provided, including by 

2310 contract; 

2311  (iv) prepare and recommend the budget; 

2312  (v) maintain financial records on behalf of the commission; 

2313  (vi) monitor compact compliance of member states and provide compliance reports to the 

2314 commission; 

2315  (vii) establish additional committees as necessary; 

2316  (viii) exercise the powers and duties of the commission during the interim between 

2317 commission meetings, except for adopting or amending rules, adopting or amending bylaws, and 

2318 exercising any other powers and duties expressly reserved to the commission by rule or bylaw; 

2319 and 

2320  (ix) other duties as provided in the rules or bylaws of the commission. 

2321  (2) The executive committee shall be composed of up to eleven (11) members: 
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2322  (i) the chair and vice chair of the commission shall be voting members of the executive 

2323 committee; and 

2324  (ii) the commission shall elect five voting members from the current membership of the 

2325 commission. 

2326  (iii) up to four (4) ex-officio, nonvoting members from four (4) recognized national social 

2327 work organizations. 

2328  (iv) the ex-officio members will be selected by their respective organizations. 

2329  (3) The commission may remove any member of the executive committee as provided in 

2330 the commission’s bylaws. 

2331  (4) The executive committee shall meet at least annually. 

2332  (i) Executive committee meetings shall be open to the public, except that the executive 

2333 committee may meet in a closed, non-public meeting as provided in subsection (2) of section (f) 

2334 below. 

2335  (ii) The executive committee shall give seven (7) days’ notice of its meetings, posted on 

2336 its website and as determined to provide notice to persons with an interest in the business of the 

2337 commission. 

2338  (iii) The executive committee may hold a special meeting in accordance with subsection 

2339 (ii) or subsection (1) of section (f) below. 

2340  (e) The commission shall adopt and provide to the member states an annual report. 
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2341  (f)(1) All meetings shall be open to the public, except that the commission may meet in a 

2342 closed, non-public meeting as provided in subsection (2) of section (f). 

2343  (i) Public notice for all meetings of the full commission of meetings shall be given in the 

2344 same manner as required under the rulemaking provisions in section (12), except that the 

2345 commission may hold a special meeting as provided in subsection (ii) of subsection (1) of 

2346 section (f). 

2347  (ii) The commission may hold a special meeting when it must meet to conduct emergency 

2348 business by giving 48 hours’ notice to all commissioners, on the commission’s website, and 

2349 other means as provided in the commission’s rules. The commission’s legal counsel shall certify 

2350 that the commission’s need to meet qualifies as an emergency. 

2351  (2) The commission or the executive committee or other committees of the commission 

2352 may convene in a closed, non-public meeting for the commission or executive committee or 

2353 other committees of the commission to receive legal advice or to discuss: 

2354  (i) non-compliance of a member state with its obligations under the compact; 

2355  (ii) the employment, compensation, discipline or other matters, practices or procedures 

2356 related to specific employees; 

2357  (iii) current or threatened discipline of a licensee by the commission or by a member 

2358 state’s licensing authority; 

2359  (iv) current, threatened, or reasonably anticipated litigation; 

2360  (v) negotiation of contracts for the purchase, lease, or sale of goods, services, or real 

2361 estate; 
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2362  (vi) accusing any person of a crime or formally censuring any person; 

2363  (vii) trade secrets or commercial or financial information that is privileged or 

2364 confidential; 

2365  (viii) information of a personal nature where disclosure would constitute a clearly 

2366 unwarranted invasion of personal privacy; 

2367  (ix) investigative records compiled for law enforcement purposes; 

2368  (x) information related to any investigative reports prepared by or on behalf of or for use 

2369 of the commission or other committee charged with responsibility of investigation or 

2370 determination of compliance issues pursuant to the compact; 

2371  (xi) matters specifically exempted from disclosure by federal or member state law; or 

2372  (xii) other matters as promulgated by the commission by rule. 

2373  (3) If a meeting, or portion of a meeting, is closed, the presiding officer shall state that the 

2374 meeting will be closed and reference each relevant exempting provision, and such reference shall 

2375 be recorded in the minutes. 

2376  (4) The commission shall keep minutes that fully and clearly describe all matters 

2377 discussed in a meeting and shall provide a full and accurate summary of actions taken, and the 

2378 reasons therefore, including a description of the views expressed. All documents considered in 

2379 connection with an action shall be identified in such minutes. All minutes and documents of a 

2380 closed meeting shall remain under seal, subject to release only by a majority vote of the 

2381 commission or order of a court of competent jurisdiction. 
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2382  (g)(1) The commission shall pay, or provide for the payment of, the reasonable expenses 

2383 of its establishment, organization, and ongoing activities. 

2384  (2) The commission may accept any and all appropriate revenue sources as provided in 

2385 subsection (13) of section (c). 

2386  (3) The commission may levy on and collect an annual assessment from each member 

2387 state and impose fees on licensees of member states to whom it grants a multistate license to 

2388 cover the cost of the operations and activities of the commission and its staff, which must be in a 

2389 total amount sufficient to cover its annual budget as approved each year for which revenue is not 

2390 provided by other sources. The aggregate annual assessment amount for member states shall be 

2391 allocated based upon a formula that the commission shall promulgate by rule. 

2392  (4) The commission shall not incur obligations of any kind prior to securing the funds 

2393 adequate to meet the same; nor shall the commission pledge the credit of any of the member 

2394 states, except by and with the authority of the member state. 

2395  (5) The commission shall keep accurate accounts of all receipts and disbursements. The 

2396 receipts and disbursements of the commission shall be subject to the financial review and 

2397 accounting procedures established under its bylaws. However, all receipts and disbursements of 

2398 funds handled by the commission shall be subject to an annual financial review by a certified or 

2399 licensed public accountant, and the report of the financial review shall be included in and 

2400 become part of the annual report of the commission. 

2401  (h)(1) The members, officers, executive director, employees and representatives of the 

2402 commission shall be immune from suit and liability, both personally and in their official 

2403 capacity, for any claim for damage to or loss of property or personal injury or other civil liability 
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2404 caused by or arising out of any actual or alleged act, error, or omission that occurred, or that the 

2405 person against whom the claim is made had a reasonable basis for believing occurred within the 

2406 scope of commission employment, duties or responsibilities; provided that nothing in this 

2407 paragraph shall be construed to protect any such person from suit or liability for any damage, 

2408 loss, injury, or liability caused by the intentional or willful or wanton misconduct of that person. 

2409 The procurement of insurance of any type by the commission shall not in any way compromise 

2410 or limit the immunity granted hereunder. 

2411  (2) The commission shall defend any member, officer, executive director, employee, and 

2412 representative of the commission in any civil action seeking to impose liability arising out of any 

2413 actual or alleged act, error, or omission that occurred within the scope of commission 

2414 employment, duties, or responsibilities, or as determined by the commission that the person 

2415 against whom the claim is made had a reasonable basis for believing occurred within the scope 

2416 of commission employment, duties, or responsibilities; provided that nothing herein shall be 

2417 construed to prohibit that person from retaining their own counsel at their own expense; and 

2418 provided further, that the actual or alleged act, error, or omission did not result from that 

2419 person’s intentional or willful or wanton misconduct. 

2420  (3) The commission shall indemnify and hold harmless any member, officer, executive 

2421 director, employee, and representative of the commission for the amount of any settlement or 

2422 judgment obtained against that person arising out of any actual or alleged act, error, or omission 

2423 that occurred within the scope of commission employment, duties, or responsibilities, or that 

2424 such person had a reasonable basis for believing occurred within the scope of commission 

2425 employment, duties, or responsibilities, provided that the actual or alleged act, error, or omission 

2426 did not result from the intentional or willful or wanton misconduct of that person. 
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2427  (4) Nothing herein shall be construed as a limitation on the liability of any licensee for 

2428 professional malpractice or misconduct, which shall be governed solely by any other applicable 

2429 state laws. 

2430  (5) Nothing in this compact shall be interpreted to waive or otherwise abrogate a member 

2431 state’s state action immunity or state action affirmative defense with respect to antitrust claims 

2432 under the Sherman Act, Clayton Act, or any other state or federal antitrust or anticompetitive law 

2433 or regulation. 

2434  (6) Nothing in this compact shall be construed to be a waiver of sovereign immunity by 

2435 the member states or by the commission. 

2436  Section 11. (a) The commission shall provide for the development, maintenance, 

2437 operation, and utilization of a coordinated data system. 

2438  (b) The commission shall assign each applicant for a multistate license a unique 

2439 identifier, as determined by the rules of the commission. 

2440  (c) Notwithstanding any other provision of state law to the contrary, a member state shall 

2441 submit a uniform data set to the data system on all individuals to whom this compact is 

2442 applicable as required by the rules of the commission, including: 

2443  (1) identifying information; 

2444  (2) licensure data; 

2445  (3) adverse actions against a license and information related thereto; 
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2446  (4) non-confidential information related to alternative program participation, the 

2447 beginning and ending dates of such participation, and other information related to such 

2448 participation not made confidential under member state law; 

2449  (5) any denial of application for licensure, and the reason(s) for such denial; 

2450  (6) the presence of current significant investigative information; and 

2451  (7) other information that may facilitate the administration of this compact or the 

2452 protection of the public, as determined by the rules of the commission. 

2453  (d) The records and information provided to a member state pursuant to this compact or 

2454 through the data system, when certified by the commission or an agent thereof, shall constitute 

2455 the authenticated business records of the commission, and shall be entitled to any associated 

2456 hearsay exception in any relevant judicial, quasi-judicial or administrative proceedings in a 

2457 member state. 

2458  (e) Current significant investigative information pertaining to a licensee in any member 

2459 state will only be available to other member states. 

2460  (1) It is the responsibility of the member states to report any adverse action against a 

2461 licensee and to monitor the database to determine whether adverse action has been taken against 

2462 a licensee. Adverse action information pertaining to a licensee in any member state will be 

2463 available to any other member state. 

2464  (f) Member states contributing information to the data system may designate information 

2465 that may not be shared with the public without the express permission of the contributing state. 
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2466  (g) Any information submitted to the data system that is subsequently expunged pursuant 

2467 to federal law or the laws of the member state contributing the information shall be removed 

2468 from the data system. 

2469  Section 12. (a) The commission shall promulgate reasonable rules in order to effectively 

2470 and efficiently implement and administer the purposes and provisions of the compact. A rule 

2471 shall be invalid and have no force or effect only if a court of competent jurisdiction holds that the 

2472 rule is invalid because the commission exercised its rulemaking authority in a manner that is 

2473 beyond the scope and purposes of the compact, or the powers granted hereunder, or based upon 

2474 another applicable standard of review. 

2475  (b) The rules of the commission shall have the force of law in each member state, 

2476 provided however that where the rules of the commission conflict with the laws of the member 

2477 state that establish the member state’s laws, regulations, and applicable standards that govern the 

2478 practice of social work as held by a court of competent jurisdiction, the rules of the commission 

2479 shall be ineffective in that state to the extent of the conflict. 

2480  (c) The commission shall exercise its rulemaking powers pursuant to the criteria set forth 

2481 in this section and the rules adopted thereunder. Rules shall become binding on the day following 

2482 adoption or the date specified in the rule or amendment, whichever is later. 

2483  (d) If a majority of the legislatures of the member states rejects a rule or portion of a rule, 

2484 by enactment of a statute or resolution in the same manner used to adopt the compact within four 

2485 (4) years of the date of adoption of the rule, then such rule shall have no further force and effect 

2486 in any member state. 

2487  (e) Rules shall be adopted at a regular or special meeting of the commission. 
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2488  (f) Prior to adoption of a proposed rule, the commission shall hold a public hearing and 

2489 allow persons to provide oral and written comments, data, facts, opinions, and arguments. 

2490  (g) Prior to adoption of a proposed rule by the commission, and at least thirty (30) days in 

2491 advance of the meeting at which the commission will hold a public hearing on the proposed rule, 

2492 the commission shall provide a notice of proposed rulemaking: 

2493  (1) on the website of the commission or other publicly accessible platform; 

2494  (2) to persons who have requested notice of the commission’s notices of proposed 

2495 rulemaking, and 

2496  (3) in such other way(s) as the commission may by rule specify. 

2497  (h) The notice of proposed rulemaking shall include: 

2498  (1) the time, date, and location of the public hearing at which the commission will hear 

2499 public comments on the proposed rule and, if different, the time, date, and location of the 

2500 meeting where the commission will consider and vote on the proposed rule; 

2501  (2) if the hearing is held via telecommunication, video conference, or other electronic 

2502 means, the commission shall include the mechanism for access to the hearing in the notice of 

2503 proposed rulemaking; 

2504  (3) the text of the proposed rule and the reason therefor; 

2505  (4) a request for comments on the proposed rule from any interested person; and 

2506  (5) the manner in which interested persons may submit written comments. 
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2507  (i) All hearings will be recorded. A copy of the recording and all written comments and 

2508 documents received by the commission in response to the proposed rule shall be available to the 

2509 public. 

2510  (j) Nothing in this section shall be construed as requiring a separate hearing on each rule. 

2511 Rules may be grouped for the convenience of the commission at hearings required by this 

2512 section. 

2513  (k) The commission shall, by majority vote of all members, take final action on the 

2514 proposed rule based on the rulemaking record and the full text of the rule. 

2515  (1) The commission may adopt changes to the proposed rule provided the changes do not 

2516 enlarge the original purpose of the proposed rule. 

2517  (2) The commission shall provide an explanation of the reasons for substantive changes 

2518 made to the proposed rule as well as reasons for substantive changes not made that were 

2519 recommended by commenters. 

2520  (3) The commission shall determine a reasonable effective date for the rule. Except for an 

2521 emergency as provided in subsection (12) of section (l), the effective date of the rule shall be no 

2522 sooner than 30 days after issuing the notice that it adopted or amended the rule. 

2523  (l) Upon determination that an emergency exists, the commission may consider and adopt 

2524 an emergency rule with 48 hours’ notice, with opportunity to comment, provided that the usual 

2525 rulemaking procedures provided in the compact and in this section shall be retroactively applied 

2526 to the rule as soon as reasonably possible, in no event later than ninety (90) days after the 
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2527 effective date of the rule. For the purposes of this provision, an emergency rule is one that must 

2528 be adopted immediately in order to: 

2529  (1) meet an imminent threat to public health, safety, or welfare; 

2530  (2) prevent a loss of commission or member state funds; 

2531  (3) meet a deadline for the promulgation of a rule that is established by federal law or 

2532 rule; or 

2533  (4) protect public health and safety. 

2534  (m) The commission or an authorized committee of the commission may direct revisions 

2535 to a previously adopted rule for purposes of correcting typographical errors, errors in format, 

2536 errors in consistency, or grammatical errors. Public notice of any revisions shall be posted on the 

2537 website of the commission. The revision shall be subject to challenge by any person for a period 

2538 of thirty (30) days after posting. The revision may be challenged only on grounds that the 

2539 revision results in a material change to a rule. A challenge shall be made in writing and delivered 

2540 to the commission prior to the end of the notice period. If no challenge is made, the revision will 

2541 take effect without further action. If the revision is challenged, the revision may not take effect 

2542 without the approval of the commission. 

2543  (n) No member state’s rulemaking requirements shall apply under this compact. 

2544  Section 13. (a)(1) The executive and judicial branches of state government in each 

2545 member state shall enforce this compact and take all actions necessary and appropriate to 

2546 implement the compact. 
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2547  (2) Except as otherwise provided in this compact, venue is proper and judicial 

2548 proceedings by or against the commission shall be brought solely and exclusively in a court of 

2549 competent jurisdiction where the principal office of the commission is located. The commission 

2550 may waive venue and jurisdictional defenses to the extent it adopts or consents to participate in 

2551 alternative dispute resolution proceedings. Nothing herein shall affect or limit the selection or 

2552 propriety of venue in any action against a licensee for professional malpractice, misconduct or 

2553 any such similar matter. 

2554  (3) The commission shall be entitled to receive service of process in any proceeding 

2555 regarding the enforcement or interpretation of the compact and shall have standing to intervene 

2556 in such a proceeding for all purposes. Failure to provide the commission service of process shall 

2557 render a judgment or order void as to the commission, this compact, or promulgated rules. 

2558  (b)(1) If the commission determines that a member state has defaulted in the performance 

2559 of its obligations or responsibilities under this compact or the promulgated rules, the commission 

2560 shall provide written notice to the defaulting state. The notice of default shall describe the 

2561 default, the proposed means of curing the default, and any other action that the commission may 

2562 take, and shall offer training and specific technical assistance regarding the default. 

2563  (2) The commission shall provide a copy of the notice of default to the other member 

2564 states. 

2565  (c) If a state in default fails to cure the default, the defaulting state may be terminated 

2566 from the compact upon an affirmative vote of a majority of the delegates of the member states, 

2567 and all rights, privileges and benefits conferred on that state by this compact may be terminated 
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2568 on the effective date of termination. A cure of the default does not relieve the offending state of 

2569 obligations or liabilities incurred during the period of default. 

2570  (d) Termination of membership in the compact shall be imposed only after all other 

2571 means of securing compliance have been exhausted. Notice of intent to suspend or terminate 

2572 shall be given by the commission to the governor, the majority and minority leaders of the 

2573 defaulting state’s legislature, the defaulting state’s state licensing authority and each of the 

2574 member states’ state licensing authority. 

2575  (e) A state that has been terminated is responsible for all assessments, obligations, and 

2576 liabilities incurred through the effective date of termination, including obligations that extend 

2577 beyond the effective date of termination. 

2578  (f) Upon the termination of a state’s membership from this compact, that state shall 

2579 immediately provide notice to all licensees within that state of such termination. The terminated 

2580 state shall continue to recognize all licenses granted pursuant to this compact for a minimum of 

2581 six (6) months after the date of said notice of termination. 

2582  (g) The commission shall not bear any costs related to a state that is found to be in default 

2583 or that has been terminated from the compact, unless agreed upon in writing between the 

2584 commission and the defaulting state. 

2585  (h) The defaulting state may appeal the action of the commission by petitioning the U.S. 

2586 District Court for the District of Columbia or the federal district where the commission has its 

2587 principal offices. The prevailing party shall be awarded all costs of such litigation, including 

2588 reasonable attorney’s fees. 
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2589  (i)(1) Upon request by a member state, the commission shall attempt to resolve disputes 

2590 related to the compact that arise among member states and between member and non-member 

2591 states. 

2592  (2) The commission shall promulgate a rule providing for both mediation and binding 

2593 dispute resolution for disputes as appropriate. 

2594  (j)(1) By majority vote as provided by rule, the commission may initiate legal action 

2595 against a member state in default in the United States District Court for the District of Columbia 

2596 or the federal district where the commission has its principal offices to enforce compliance with 

2597 the provisions of the compact and its promulgated rules. The relief sought may include both 

2598 injunctive relief and damages. In the event judicial enforcement is necessary, the prevailing party 

2599 shall be awarded all costs of such litigation, including reasonable attorney’s fees. The remedies 

2600 herein shall not be the exclusive remedies of the commission. The commission may pursue any 

2601 other remedies available under federal or the defaulting member state’s law. 

2602  (2) A member state may initiate legal action against the commission in the U.S. District 

2603 Court for the District of Columbia or the federal district where the commission has its principal 

2604 offices to enforce compliance with the provisions of the compact and its promulgated rules. The 

2605 relief sought may include both injunctive relief and damages. In the event judicial enforcement is 

2606 necessary, the prevailing party shall be awarded all costs of such litigation, including reasonable 

2607 attorney’s fees. 

2608  (3) No person other than a member state shall enforce this compact against the 

2609 commission. 
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2610  Section 14. (a) The compact shall come into effect on the date on which the compact 

2611 statute is enacted into law in the seventh member state. 

2612  (1) On or after the effective date of the compact, the commission shall convene and 

2613 review the enactment of each of the first seven member states (“charter member states”) to 

2614 determine if the statute enacted by each such charter member state is materially different than the 

2615 model compact statute. 

2616  (i) A charter member state whose enactment is found to be materially different from the 

2617 model compact statute shall be entitled to the default process set forth in section (13). 

2618  (ii) If any member state is later found to be in default, or is terminated or withdraws from 

2619 the compact, the commission shall remain in existence and the compact shall remain in effect 

2620 even if the number of member states should be less than seven. 

2621  (2) Member states enacting the compact subsequent to the seven initial charter member 

2622 states shall be subject to the process set forth in subsection (21) of subsection (c) of section 10 to 

2623 determine if their enactments are materially different from the model compact statute and 

2624 whether they qualify for participation in the compact. 

2625  (3) All actions taken for the benefit of the commission or in furtherance of the purposes 

2626 of the administration of the compact prior to the effective date of the compact or the commission 

2627 coming into existence shall be considered to be actions of the commission unless specifically 

2628 repudiated by the commission. 

2629  (4) Any state that joins the compact subsequent to the commission’s initial adoption of 

2630 the rules and bylaws shall be subject to the rules and bylaws as they exist on the date on which 
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2631 the compact becomes law in that state. Any rule that has been previously adopted by the 

2632 commission shall have the full force and effect of law on the day the compact becomes law in 

2633 that state. 

2634  (b) Any member state may withdraw from this compact by enacting a statute repealing 

2635 the same. 

2636  (1) A member state’s withdrawal shall not take effect until 180 days after enactment of 

2637 the repealing statute. 

2638  (2) Withdrawal shall not affect the continuing requirement of the withdrawing state’s 

2639 licensing authority to comply with the investigative and adverse action reporting requirements of 

2640 this compact prior to the effective date of withdrawal. 

2641  (3) Upon the enactment of a statute withdrawing from this compact, a state shall 

2642 immediately provide notice of such withdrawal to all licensees within that state. Notwithstanding 

2643 any subsequent statutory enactment to the contrary, such withdrawing state shall continue to 

2644 recognize all licenses granted pursuant to this compact for a minimum of 180 days after the date 

2645 of such notice of withdrawal. 

2646  (c) Nothing contained in this compact shall be construed to invalidate or prevent any 

2647 licensure agreement or other cooperative arrangement between a member state and a non-

2648 member state that does not conflict with the provisions of this compact. 

2649  (d) This compact may be amended by the member states. No amendment to this compact 

2650 shall become effective and binding upon any member state until it is enacted into the laws of all 

2651 member states. 
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2652  Section 15. (a) This compact and the commission’s rulemaking authority shall be 

2653 liberally construed so as to effectuate the purposes, and the implementation and administration of 

2654 the compact. Provisions of the compact expressly authorizing or requiring the promulgation of 

2655 rules shall not be construed to limit the commission’s rulemaking authority solely for those 

2656 purposes. 

2657  (b) The provisions of this compact shall be severable and if any phrase, clause, sentence 

2658 or provision of this compact is held by a court of competent jurisdiction to be contrary to the 

2659 constitution of any member state, a state seeking participation in the compact, or of the United 

2660 States, or the applicability thereof to any government, agency, person or circumstance is held to 

2661 be unconstitutional by a court of competent jurisdiction, the validity of the remainder of this 

2662 compact and the applicability thereof to any other government, agency, person or circumstance 

2663 shall not be affected thereby. 

2664  (c) Notwithstanding subsection B of this section, the commission may deny a state’s 

2665 participation in the compact or, in accordance with the requirements of subsection (b) of section 

2666 (13), terminate a member state’s participation in the compact, if it determines that a 

2667 constitutional requirement of a member state is a material departure from the compact.  

2668 Otherwise, if this compact shall be held to be contrary to the constitution of any member state, 

2669 the compact shall remain in full force and effect as to the remaining member states and in full 

2670 force and effect as to the member state affected as to all severable matters. 

2671  Section 16. (a) A licensee providing services in a remote state under a multistate 

2672 authorization to practice shall adhere to the laws and regulations, including laws, regulations, and 

2673 applicable standards, of the remote state where the client is located at the time care is rendered. 
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2674  (b) Nothing herein shall prevent or inhibit the enforcement of any other law of a member 

2675 state that is not inconsistent with the compact. 

2676  (c) Any laws, statutes, regulations, or other legal requirements in a member state in 

2677 conflict with the compact are superseded to the extent of the conflict. 

2678  (d) All permissible agreements between the commission and the member states are 

2679 binding in accordance with their terms. 

2680  SECTION 137. Chapter 185 of the General Laws is hereby amended by inserting after 

2681 section 1T the following section:- 

2682  Section 1U: The land court department shall have exclusive original jurisdiction of 

2683 appeals from any municipal conservation commission permitting approval or denial arising 

2684 under, based on, or relating to municipal wetlands ordinances or bylaws under chapter 131, 

2685 section 40.           

2686  SECTION 138. Section 100 of chapter 143 of the General Laws, as appearing in the 2024 

2687 Official Edition, is hereby amended by striking out, in lines 9 to 10, the words “other than the 

2688 specialized stretch energy code” and inserting in place thereof the following words:- other than 

2689 the current and future specialized stretch energy codes.  

2690  SECTION 139. Clause (vii) of subsection (b) of section 24L of chapter 149 of the 

2691 General Laws, as appearing in the 2024 Official Edition, is hereby amended by striking out, in 

2692 lines 104 to 105, the words “, provided that such consideration is specified in the noncompetition 

2693 agreement”.    
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2694  SECTION 140. Said clause (vii) of said subsection (b) of said section 24L of said chapter 

2695 149, as so appearing, is hereby further amended by adding the following sentence:-   

2696  If the noncompetition agreement is supported by other mutually-agreed upon 

2697 consideration in lieu of a garden leave clause, then the other mutually-agreed upon consideration 

2698 must be negotiated in connection with the separation from employment and at least equivalent in 

2699 value to the garden leave payments otherwise required by this clause. 

2700  SECTION 141. Chapter 150 of the Massachusetts General Laws is hereby amended to 

2701 repeal sections 3 through 9, inclusive. 

2702  SECTION 142. Section 2 of Chapter 150A of the General Laws is hereby amended by 

2703 striking out paragraph (2) and inserting in place thereof:- 

2704  (2) The word ''employer'' shall include any person having at least one employee in his 

2705 service or otherwise acting as or in the interest of an employer, directly or indirectly, and shall 

2706 include, but not be limited to, any health care facility, any nonprofit institution, or any vendor 

2707 who contracts with or receives funds from the commonwealth or its political subdivisions, or 

2708 both, to provide social, protective, legal, medical, custodial, rehabilitative, respite, nutritional, 

2709 employment, educational, training, and other similar services to the commonwealth or its 

2710 political subdivisions, but shall not include the commonwealth or political subdivision thereof, 

2711 except in the case of a health care facility. No person shall by a special contract with an 

2712 employee or by any other means exempt himself from this section. 

2713  SECTION 143. Said section 2 of said chapter 150A is hereby further amended by striking 

2714 out paragraph (3) and inserting in place thereof:- 
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2715  (3) Except as otherwise provided in section three A, the word ''employee'' shall include 

2716 any employee, and shall not be limited to the employees of a particular employer, unless the 

2717 chapter explicitly states otherwise, and shall include any individual whose work has ceased as a 

2718 consequence of, or in connection with, any current labor dispute or because of any unfair labor 

2719 practice, and who has not obtained any other regular and substantially equivalent employment, 

2720 and shall include, but not be limited to, any employee of a health care facility or of any nonprofit 

2721 institution, except members of religious orders, or any employees of vendors who contract with 

2722 or receive funds from the commonwealth or its political subdivisions to provide social, 

2723 protective, legal, medical, custodial, rehabilitative, respite, nutritional, employment, educational, 

2724 training, and other similar services to the commonwealth or its political subdivisions, but shall 

2725 not include any individual employed as an agricultural worker, except as provided in section five 

2726 A, or in the domestic service of any family or person at his home, or any individual employed by 

2727 his parent or spouse. 

2728  (a) Under this chapter, an employee is an individual performing any service shall be 

2729 considered an employee (except as provided in the previous paragraph) and not an independent 

2730 contractor, unless—  

2731  (A) the individual is free from control and direction in connection with the performance 

2732 of the service, both under the contract for the performance of service and in fact;  

2733  (B) the service is performed outside the usual course of the business of the employer; and 

2734  SECTION 144. Said section 2 of said chapter 150A is hereby further amended by striking 

2735 out subsection (8) and inserting in place thereof(8) The term ''department'' means the Department 

2736 of Labor Relations existing under section nine O of chapter twenty-three. The term “board” shall 
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2737 mean the Commonwealth Employment Relations Board existing under section nine R of chapter 

2738 23. 

2739  SECTION 145. Said section 2 of said chapter 150A is hereby further amended by striking 

2740 out paragraph (12) and inserting in place thereof: -  (12) The term ''written majority 

2741 authorization'' shall mean writings signed and dated by employees in the form of authorization 

2742 cards, petitions or such other written evidence that the commission finds suitable, in which a 

2743 majority of employees in a unit appropriate for the purposes of collective bargaining designates 

2744 or selects a labor organization as its representative for the purposes of collective bargaining and 

2745 certifies the designation to be its free act and deed and given without consideration. Employee 

2746 signatures shall be dated within the 12 months preceding the date on which the writings are 

2747 proffered to establish majority and exclusive representative status within the meaning of 

2748 subsection (a) of section 5. 

2749  SECTION 146. Section 3 of Chapter 150A of the Massachusetts General Laws is hereby 

2750 amended by inserting, after the words “making payment of,” the following:- agency 

2751  SECTION 147. Said section 3 of said chapter 150A is hereby amended by inserting after 

2752 the words “exclusive representative”, the following:- in lieu of membership dues. 

2753  SECTION 148. Section 4 of Chapter 150A of the Massachusetts General Laws is hereby 

2754 amended by inserting, in paragraph (3) after the words “employment membership therein,” the 

2755 words:- or in lieu of membership, payment of an agency service fee constituting the full cost of 

2756 representation on a pro rata basis, 

2757  SECTION 149. Said section 4 of said chapter 150A is hereby further amended by 

2758 inserting, in paragraph (6), after the words “employment membership therein,” the words:- or in 
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2759 lieu of membership, payment of an agency service fee constituting the full cost of representation 

2760 on a pro rata basis, 

2761  SECTION 150. Said section 4 of said chapter 150A is hereby further amended by 

2762 inserting at the end of paragraph (6), subsection A, the following new subsection:- 

2763  (3) Has refused, in lieu of membership, an agency service fee constituting the full cost of 

2764 representation on a pro rata basis in the bargaining unit by the exclusive representative. 

2765  SECTION 151. Said section 4 of said chapter 150A is hereby further amended by striking 

2766 out subsection (B) of paragraph (6) and inserting in place the following thereof:- 

2767  (B) Such employee shall have exhausted the remedies available to the employee under 

2768 the labor organization’s constitution and bylaws and section 6B of this chapter. 

2769  SECTION 152. Section 4C of Chapter 150A of the Massachusetts General Laws is 

2770 hereby amended by striking, in subsection (1), the words “nurse or nonprofessional” 

2771  SECTION 153. Section 5 of said chapter 150A is hereby amended by striking, in 

2772 subsection (c), the last sentence, and replacing it with the following new paragraphs:- 

2773 Notwithstanding any other provision of this section or any other general or special law, in the 

2774 event that the Commonwealth is no longer preempted from regulating the labor-management 

2775 relations of any private sector employer, bargaining unit, industry or trade operating in the 

2776 Commonwealth under Federal law, Chapter 150A shall apply upon the effective date of this 

2777 legislation or the date NLRA preemption no longer applies, whichever is later. The Department 

2778 shall, upon application, promptly certify the exclusive bargaining representative of any 

2779 bargaining unit who previously certified the unit with the National Labor Relations Board and 
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2780 whose certification remained in effect until federal preemption was no longer effective. 

2781 Notwithstanding any other provision of this section or any other general or special law, in the 

2782 event that the National Labor Relations Board determines that any employer, employees, trade or 

2783 industry, as defined in section 1 falls outside the scope of the National Labor Relations Act’s 

2784 coverage, or should the Board decline jurisdiction over the same, Chapter 150A shall hereby 

2785 upon the effective date of this legislation or the date NLRA determines the absence of its 

2786 authority, whichever is later. The department shall, upon application, promptly certify the 

2787 exclusive bargaining representative of any bargaining unit previously certified by the National 

2788 Labor Relations Board and whose certification remained in effect until federal preemption was 

2789 no longer effective. The board, or by designation, the department, shall establish rules and 

2790 procedures for the prompt verification of evidence of a certification formerly granted by the 

2791 NLRB, which rules shall include the procedure for petitioning the Department, and which shall 

2792 further provide that, absent exceptional cause, the verification procedure shall last not longer 

2793 than 30 days after the petition is filed with the Department. All existing terms and conditions of 

2794 employment between a formerly NLRB-certified exclusive bargaining representative and an 

2795 employer shall remain in full force and effect through the Department’s verification process. 

2796  SECTION 154. Section 5 of said chapter 150A is hereby amended by replacing the word 

2797 “commission” in the first sentence with the word “department” and replacing the word 

2798 “commission” in the second, third, and fourth sentences with the word “board”. 

2799  SECTION 155. Chapter 150A of the General Laws is hereby amended by striking section 

2800 6A and inserting in place the following section thereof:- 
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2801  Section 6A. Any employee who is required as a condition of employment to be a member 

2802 in good standing of a labor organization may file with the department a charge alleging (1) that, 

2803 although eligible to membership, he has been unfairly denied admission to, or unfairly suspended 

2804 or expelled from membership in, such organization for reasons other than malfeasance in office 

2805 or non-payment of regular initiation fees, dues, or assessments and (2) that such labor 

2806 organization has requested, or is about to request, his employer to discharge or otherwise 

2807 discriminate against him because of his failure to maintain membership in good standing in such 

2808 organization or; provided, that such charge shall be filed not more than fifteen days after notice 

2809 of such request has been given the employee by the labor organization. Upon filing of such 

2810 charge, the department shall have power to issue and cause to be served upon the labor 

2811 organization a complaint stating the charge in that respect and containing a notice of hearing. 

2812 The notice shall be given and the subsequent proceedings shall be conducted in the manner 

2813 provided in section six. If upon all the evidence the department shall determine that the employee 

2814 was unfairly denied admission to membership in such organization, or that such discipline— 

2815  (1) Was imposed by the labor organization in violation of its constitution and by-laws; or 

2816 (2) Was imposed without a fair trial, including an adequate hearing and opportunity to defend; or 

2817 (3) Was not warranted by the offense, if any, committed by the employee against the labor 

2818 organization; (4) Is not consistent with the established public policy of the commonwealth; or (5) 

2819 Or that discrimination or discharge was requested or about to be requested by the labor 

2820 organization, notwithstanding the employee’s payment in full of all applicable agency service 

2821 fees in lieu of membership; then the department shall state its determinations and shall issue and 

2822 cause to be served on the labor organization an order requiring it, in its discretion, either to admit 

2823 or restore the employee to membership in good standing together with full voting rights, or else 
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2824 to refrain from seeking to bring about any discrimination against him in his employment because 

2825 he is not a member in good standing, and to return to him such union dues and assessments as 

2826 may have been collected from him during the period of his suspension or expulsion from the 

2827 union. If the department shall not make such a determination after hearing, it shall enter an order 

2828 dismissing the charge filed by the employee. 

2829  Nothing contained in this section or in section 4 shall be deemed to require a labor 

2830 organization as a condition of making or enforcing a contract requiring membership therein as a 

2831 condition of employment, to accord to non-participants in an insurance plan the right to vote on 

2832 questions pertaining thereto or to grant local organizations voting rights in a convention 

2833 proportionate to their membership. 

2834  SECTION 156. Chapter 150A of the Massachusetts General Laws is hereby amended by 

2835 inserting, after section 7, the following new section:-  

2836  Section 7A. (a) As used in this section, the following words shall have the following 

2837 meanings unless the context clearly requires otherwise:  

2838  (1) The term “critical period” is defined as the time after a petition for an election or card 

2839 check authorization is filed with the department.  

2840  (2) The term “ in-person captive audience meeting” is defined as an in-person meeting in 

2841 which attendance of a bargaining unit member is required by an employer or supervisor, actually 

2842 or constructively, as a condition of employment or to receive a benefit or avoid retaliation. 

2843   (3) The term “virtual captive audience meeting” is defined as live or asynchronous audio 

2844 or video, which a bargaining unit member is required, actually or constructively, to watch as a 
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2845 condition of employment, to receive a benefit or avoid retaliation, or where the employer surveils 

2846 or is reasonably perceived to be surveilling viewership.  

2847  (b) During the critical period, an employer is prohibited from requiring any member of a 

2848 petitioned for bargaining unit from taking part in in-person or virtual captive audience meetings. 

2849  Further, an employer is prohibited from engaging in virtual or in-person electioneering 

2850 activities without providing bona fide, good faith opportunities for bargaining unit members to 

2851 opt out of receiving electioneering content and activities without penalty. To the extent an 

2852 employer engages in electioneering during the critical period, the petitioning labor 

2853 organization(s) must be given, upon request, equal opportunities to communicate with employees 

2854 in in-person and/or virtual formats. 

2855  SECTION 157. Section 8 of chapter 150A of the general laws is hereby amended by 

2856 replacing the word “commission” with the word “department” and striking the words “or 

2857 agencies”. 

2858  SECTION 158. Chapter 150A of the general laws is hereby further amended by striking 

2859 section 9A and inserting in place the following section thereof:-  

2860  Section 9A. A labor organization before engaging in any strike, picketing, or other 

2861 concerted refusal to work at any health care institution shall, not less than ten days prior to such 

2862 action, notify the institution in writing and the Director of the Department of that intention. The 

2863 notice shall state the date and time that such action will commence. The notice, once given, may 

2864 be extended by the written agreement of both parties. 
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2865  SECTION 159. Section 10 of chapter 150A of the general laws is hereby further 

2866 amended by replacing, in subsection (b), the word “commission” with the word “department”. 

2867  SECTION 160. Section 12 of chapter 156C of the General Laws, as appearing in the 

2868 2024 Official Edition, is hereby amended by striking out subsection (d) and inserting in place 

2869 thereof the following section:  

2870  (d) The fee for the filing of the certificate of organization required by subsection (a) shall 

2871 be one hundred dollars. The fee for the filing of the first annual report required by subsection (c) 

2872 shall be one hundred dollars, and the fee for the filing of each annual report required by said 

2873 subsection (c) thereafter shall be five hundred dollars. Such fees shall be paid to the state 

2874 secretary at the time the certificate of organization or the annual report is filed. 

2875  SECTION 161. Subsection (b) of section 134 of chapter 164 of the General Laws, as 

2876 appearing in the 2024 Official Edition, is hereby amended by striking out, in lines 103 to 104, the 

2877 words “Renewable Energy Trust Fund, established pursuant to section 9” and inserting in place 

2878 thereof the following words:- Climatetech Investment Fund established pursuant to section 15.   

2879  SECTION 162. Said Chapter 164 of the General Laws is hereby further amended by 

2880 adding the following section:-  

2881  Section 152. (a) As used in this section, the followings words shall have the following 

2882 meanings unless the context requires otherwise:   

2883  “Economic development rates”, standardized utility tariffs and discounted rates offered 

2884 by a distribution company designed to attract new businesses to Massachusetts and promote 

2885 expansion by businesses already located in the commonwealth.    
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2886  “Special contracts”, discounted utility rates negotiated between distribution companies 

2887 and large new businesses locating to Massachusetts or large new businesses expanding in the 

2888 commonwealth.    

2889  (b) Each distribution company shall offer an economic development rate and special 

2890 contracts. Each distribution company shall develop guidelines for large new businesses locating 

2891 to Massachusetts or large new businesses expanding in the commonwealth to seek a special 

2892 contract. Such rates, contracts and guidelines shall be as consistent as practicable between the 

2893 distribution companies.    

2894  (c) Economic development rates and special contracts shall not shift costs to or increase 

2895 costs for other Massachusetts utility customers.   

2896  (d) Economic development rates may include associated requirements, including but not 

2897 limited to, job creation or retention, capital investment commitments, participation in energy 

2898 efficiency or demand response programs and periodic progress reporting on requirements.    

2899  (e) Each distribution company may request modifications to any approved economic 

2900 development rate and guidelines to seek a special contract with the department of public utilities 

2901 as necessary to accommodate changed circumstances.     

2902  (f) Each distribution company shall present the proposed rate and guidelines to the 

2903 executive offices of economic development and energy and environmental affairs at least one 

2904 month prior to filing a new or amended economic development rate or guidelines to seek a 

2905 special contract with the department of public utilities.   
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2906  SECTION 163. Section 7A of chapter 271 of the General Laws, as appearing in the 2024 

2907 Official Edition, is hereby amended by striking out the last paragraph and inserting in place 

2908 thereof the following paragraph:- 

2909  No organization issued a permit under this section shall conduct more than 1 bazaar in 

2910 any single calendar day. The operation of a bazaar shall be limited to 5 consecutive hours.  

2911  SECTION 164. Notwithstanding any general or special law to the contrary, the members 

2912 serving on the advisory board on employee ownership appointed by the governor pursuant to 

2913 subsection (a) of section 204 of chapter 6 on the effective date of this act shall continue to serve 

2914 for the remainder of their current terms as originally appointed. Upon the expiration of the terms 

2915 of such members, the governor shall appoint 2 members to serve for a term of 1 year, 3 members 

2916 to serve a term of 2 years, 3 members to serve a term of 3 years and 3 members to serve for a 

2917 term of 4 years. Upon the expiration of such terms, the governor shall appoint all members to 

2918 serve a term of 4 years.   

2919  SECTION 165. Notwithstanding any general or special law to the contrary, any 

2920 unexpended funds held by the Massachusetts Alternative and Clean Energy Investment Trust 

2921 Fund established in section 35FF of chapter 10 of the General Laws and the Renewable Energy 

2922 Trust Fund established in section 9 of chapter 23J of the General Laws shall transfer to the 

2923 Climatetech Investment Fund established in section 15 of chapter 23J.   

2924  SECTION 166. Notwithstanding any general or special law to the contrary, if the 

2925 Economic Assistance Coordinating Council awards less than the full amount of tax credits 

2926 authorized by subsection (c) of section 3D of chapter 23A; or if the Massachusetts Life Science 

2927 Center awards less than the full amount of tax credits authorized by subsection (d) of section 5 of 
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2928 chapter 23I; or if the Massachusetts Clean Energy Center awards less than the full amount of tax 

2929 credits authorized by subsection (d) of section 16 of chapter 23J, then in each case the balance of 

2930 unallocated tax credits, and the funds budgeted to finance that balance, may be carried forward to 

2931 the next calendar year with the approval of the secretary of administration and finance, in 

2932 consultation with the secretary of economic development.  

2933  (b) Notwithstanding any general or special law to the contrary, the secretary of 

2934 administration and finance, in consultation with the secretary of economic development, shall 

2935 have the discretion to reallocate some or all of the tax credits that are carried forward pursuant to 

2936 subsection (a) among and between the tax credit programs established pursuant to section 3A of 

2937 chapter 23A, section 5 of chapter 23I or section 16 of chapter 23. Any credits carried forward or 

2938 reallocated shall increase, for the calendar year in which the carry forward or reallocation occurs, 

2939 the annual cap or limitation otherwise applicable to the receiving program by the amount of such 

2940 credits carried forward or reallocated.  

2941  (c) Each year on or before March 1, the secretary of administration and finance, in 

2942 consultation with the secretary of economic development, shall submit a report to the house and 

2943 senate committees on ways and means setting forth the amount of tax credits, if any, carried 

2944 forward and reallocated pursuant to subsections (a) and (b) in the prior calendar year. Said report 

2945 shall state the adjusted cap applicable to each tax credit program for the upcoming calendar year. 

2946  SECTION 167. The Executive office of Health and Human services shall conduct an 

2947 evaluation of the impact of removal of the licensing examination requirement for licensed 

2948 certified social workers under sections 131 and 132 of chapter 112 of the General Laws. The 

2949 executive office shall contract with an independent evaluation consultant to perform the 
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2950 evaluation. The evaluation shall include an analysis of the impact of removing the examination 

2951 requirement on alleviating shortages of qualified social workers, providing high-quality patient 

2952 care, expanding access to quality behavioral health services, increasing the diversity of the social 

2953 worker workforce among diverse language skills, race, ethnicity and cultural backgrounds and 

2954 the impact of any increase in diversity on patient care, particularly for vulnerable populations. In 

2955 preparing the evaluation, the consultant shall meet with representatives of organizations 

2956 representing social workers, social work education, social work testing, social work patients, 

2957 behavioral health advocacy organizations and other groups that may assist the evaluation. The 

2958 evaluation and analysis shall be conducted independently of the executive office. The executive 

2959 office shall submit the evaluation and associated recommendations pursuant to the removal of 

2960 the licensing examination requirement to the clerks of the house of representatives and the 

2961 senate, the joint committee on higher education, the joint committee on mental health, substance 

2962 use and recovery and the house and senate committees on ways and means not later than July 31, 

2963 2028. 

2964  SECTION 168.  Notwithstanding any general or special law to the contrary, there shall be 

2965 a special commission to investigate and study the use of so-called double poles. The commission 

2966 shall consider identifying how many double poles exist and the length of time each has been in 

2967 place, the reason why such double poles have been in place for such time, and the process and 

2968 timeline by which existing utility poles are removed following the transfer of attached services to 

2969 a new pole. The commission shall also consider and may make recommendations on how best to 

2970 enforce the provisions of Section 34B of Chapter 164 of the General Laws concerning the timely 

2971 removal of double poles, investigate whether the current timeline for removing such poles is 

2972 reasonable and adequate, investigate how to address barriers to remove such poles, investigate 
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2973 increasing utilization, improving functionality of attachment management systems (e.g., the 

2974 National Joint Utilities Notification System (NJUNS), and identifying solutions to resolve 

2975 communication issues among all parties, unlicensed attachments on utility poles and 

2976 requirements that providers promptly register such attachments, the legal liability and potential 

2977 use of indemnification agreements to facilitate the removal of abandoned attachments, whether 

2978 or not certain costs may be recovered from ratepayers, and the promulgation of regulations by 

2979 the Department of Public Utilities and Department of Telecommunications and Cable to 

2980 effectively regulate double utility poles.   

2981  The commission shall consist of 17 members: 1 of whom shall be the secretary of 

2982 administration and finance, or the secretary’s designee; 1 of whom shall be the chair of the 

2983 department of public utilities, or the chair's designee; 1 of whom shall be the commissioner of 

2984 the department of telecommunications and cable, or the commissioner’s designee; 1 of whom 

2985 shall be a representative of a municipal light board of commissioners or their designee; the house 

2986 and senate chairs of the joint committee on municipalities and regional government; 2 members 

2987 of the house of representatives, 1 of whom shall be appointed by the minority leader; 2 members 

2988 of the senate, 1 of whom shall be appointed by the minority leader; 3 municipal officials selected 

2989 by the governor, 1 utility pole owner; 1 utility pole attacher; the executive director of the 

2990 Massachusetts Municipal Association or their designee; and 1 private citizen, appointed by the 

2991 governor, who shall serve as chair of the commission and shall not be an employee of any 

2992 electric or telecommunications utility operating in the commonwealth.   

2993  The commission shall file a report of its recommendations and proposed legislation, if 

2994 any, with the clerks of the house and senate, the chairs of the house and senate committee on 
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2995 ways and means and the chairs of the joint committee on municipalities and regional government 

2996 not later than June 30, 2027.   

2997  SECTION 169. (a) Within 6 months of the effective date of this act, distribution 

2998 companies shall file with the department of public utilities an economic development rate and 

2999 guidelines for large new businesses locating to Massachusetts or large new businesses expanding 

3000 in the Commonwealth to seek a special contract, pursuant to section 152 of chapter 164, as 

3001 inserted by Section 161 of this Act.    

3002  (b) Upon receipt of the filing required under subsection (a), the department of public 

3003 utilities shall conduct a proceeding to approve, deny or modify such proposal. The department 

3004 may only approve such proposal if it finds that the proposed economic development rate and 

3005 guidance does not shift costs to or increase costs for other Massachusetts utility customers and 

3006 either supports or does not hinder the achievement of the statewide greenhouse gas emissions 

3007 limits and sublimits under chapter 21N.   

3008  SECTION 170. Section 2 of chapter 498 of the acts of 1993, as most recently amended 

3009 by chapter 238 of the acts of 2024, is hereby amended by striking out the definition of “Bank or 

3010 Government land bank” and inserting in place thereof the following definition:- 

3011  “Bank” or “Government land bank,” shall mean and refer to the Massachusetts 

3012 Development Finance Agency, the independent authority established by section 23G of the 

3013 General Laws, and successor to the Government Land Bank pursuant to chapter 289 of the Acts 

3014 of 1998. 

3015  SECTION 171. Said chapter 498 of the acts of 1993, as so amended, is hereby further 

3016 amended by inserting after section 10 the following section:- 
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3017  SECTION 10A. Notwithstanding anything to the contrary in section 10, from and after 

3018 January 1, 2027, any substantial amendment to the Reuse Plan or By-laws shall be proposed by 

3019 MassDevelopment, and MassDevelopment shall hold no fewer than two public hearings in 

3020 Devens to receive public comment on the proposed amendment to the Reuse Plan or By-laws. 

3021 Notice of said public hearings shall be provided in a newspaper or newspapers of general 

3022 circulation in the Devens Region at least 14 days prior to the dates established for said public 

3023 hearings, and a copy of said notice shall also be provided to each of the Towns for posting in 

3024 their respective town halls as they may see fit. Within 30 days of the last public hearing held by 

3025 MassDevelopment, MassDevelopment shall convene a single meeting to consider the proposed 

3026 substantial amendment to the Reuse Plan of By-laws, which single meeting shall be held at a 

3027 location within Devens designated by MassDevelopment, or if it is infeasible to hold the meeting 

3028 within Devens, then at another location reasonably accessible to the residents of the Towns. Any 

3029 person registered to vote in any of the Towns, including but not limited to any person with a 

3030 place of residence in Devens, shall be eligible to vote at said meeting and the clerks of the Towns 

3031 shall verify the voter registration status of all attendees at the meeting. MassDevelopment shall 

3032 pay the reasonable costs incurred by the clerks of the Towns that are directly attributable to the 

3033 verification of voter registration status at the meeting. Any proposed amendment to the Reuse 

3034 Plan or By-laws shall be presented at said meeting by MassDevelopment, and no revision to the 

3035 proposed amendment shall be permitted at the meeting. At any such single meeting to consider a 

3036 substantial amendment to the Reuse Plan or By-laws, 50 voters registered to vote in any of the 

3037 Towns, including but not limited to any resident of Devens, and present at the single meeting, 

3038 shall constitute a quorum. No business, other than adjournment, shall be transacted unless a 

3039 quorum is present.  A proposed amendment to the Reuse Plan or By-laws shall be effective upon 
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3040 a majority vote of the registered voters attending the single meeting.  If an amendment is 

3041 approved at the meeting, MassDevelopment shall, within 7 days of said meeting, provide a 

3042 certified copy of said amendment to the Commission, which shall revise the Reuse Plan or By-

3043 laws in accordance therewith within 7 days of receipt of said certified copy.   

3044  SECTION 172. Item 7002-1509 of section 2 of chapter 140 of the acts of 2024 is hereby 

3045 amended by adding the following words:- or other similar visa programs.   

3046  SECTION 173. Item 7002-1522 of section 2 of chapter 238 of the acts of 2024 is hereby 

3047 amended by striking out the words “technologies developed with the assistance of” and inserting 

3048 in place thereof the following words:- technologies, with preference for companies receiving.  

3049  SECTION 174. Item 7002-1523 of said section 2 of said chapter 238 is hereby amended 

3050 by striking out the words “proteins developed with the assistance of” and inserting in place 

3051 thereof the following words:- proteins, with preference for companies receiving.  

3052  SECTION 175. Sections 320 and 324 of said chapter 238 are hereby repealed. 

3053  SECTION 176. Section 97 of chapter 14 of the acts of 2025 is hereby amended by 

3054 striking out the words “January 1, 2026” and inserting in place thereof the following words:- 

3055 “September 1, 2027”.  

3056  SECTION 177. Notwithstanding any general or special law to the contrary, the 

3057 unexpended and unencumbered balances of the bond-funded authorizations in the following 

3058 accounts shall cease to be available for expenditure 180 days after the effective date of this act: 

3059 7002-8041 and 7002-8049.  
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3060  SECTION 178. Notwithstanding any general or special law to the contrary, to meet the 

3061 expenditures necessary in carrying out section 2, the state treasurer shall, upon receipt of a 

3062 request by the governor, issue and sell bonds of the commonwealth in an amount to be specified 

3063 by the governor from time to time but not exceeding, in the aggregate, $305,000,000. All bonds 

3064 issued by the commonwealth, as aforesaid, shall be designated on their face “An Act Relative to 

3065 Massachusetts Winning Global Investment, Talent, and Innovation” and shall be issued for a 

3066 maximum term of years, not exceeding 30 years, as the governor may recommend to the general 

3067 court pursuant to section 3 of Article LXII of the Amendments to the Constitution; provided, 

3068 however, that all such bonds shall be payable not later than June 30, 2061. All interest and 

3069 payments on account of principal on such obligations shall be payable from the General Fund. 

3070 Bonds and interest thereon issued under the authority of this section shall, notwithstanding any 

3071 other provision of this act, be general obligations of the commonwealth. 

3072  SECTION 179. Notwithstanding any general or special law to the contrary, the annual 

3073 report required under subsection (g) of section 17 of chapter 23J of the General Laws, as inserted 

3074 by section 32, shall be due 1 year from the effective date of this act.  

3075  SECTION 180. Subsection (ii) of section 6 of chapter 62 of the General Laws, as inserted 

3076 by section 194 of said chapter 238 of the acts of 2024, shall take effect for taxable years 

3077 beginning on or after January 1, 2027. 

3078  SECTION 181. Section 38UU of chapter 63 of the General Laws, inserted by section 212 

3079 of said chapter 238 of the acts of 2024, shall take effect for taxable years beginning on or after 

3080 January 1, 2027. 
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3081  SECTION 182. Section 316 of said chapter 238 of the acts of 2024 shall take effect on 

3082 January 1, 2033. 

3083  SECTION 183. Not less than 270 days after the effective date of this act, each electric 

3084 company shall share with the board established in section 17 of chapter 23J as inserted by section 

3085 32 of this act, the processes they plan to implement to address gridtech deployment barriers 

3086 internal to the electric company. Such processes shall include procedures for addressing barriers 

3087 identified by the board pursuant to subsection (g) of section 17 of chapter 23J as inserted by 

3088 section 32 of this act. Such processes shall be as similar between the investor-owned electric 

3089 companies as practicable. 

3090  SECTION 184. Not less than 270 days after the effective date of this act, the board 

3091 established in section 17 of chapter 23J as inserted by section 32 of this act shall develop and 

3092 vote to file with the department of public utilities a process for the department to review, on an 

3093 expedited basis, requests for limited waivers of prior department orders that will alleviate 

3094 gridtech deployment barriers. Such process shall be limited to reviewing waivers of prior 

3095 department orders that are time-bound and finite in scope. 

3096  SECTION 185. Sections 40, 41, and 47 shall take effect for all municipalities upon the 

3097 effective date of this act; provided, however, that in municipalities that adopted a zoning 

3098 ordinance or by-law requiring some form of site plan review prior to the effective date of this act, 

3099 the provisions of this section shall not be effective with respect to such zoning ordinance or by-

3100 law until the date that is one year after the effective date of this act.  
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3101  SECTION 186. The commissioner of public health shall promulgate the regulations set 

3102 forth to Section 244, Chapter 111 of the General Laws, inserted by section 107, not more than 12 

3103 months after the effective date of this act. 

3104  SECTION 187. Section 108 shall take effect 12 months after the effective date of this act. 

3105  SECTION 188.  Every hospital and freestanding ambulatory surgical center shall report 

3106 to the department of public health by April 1, 2027, regarding the policies they have adopted to 

3107 comply with said section 245 of said chapter 111, inserted by Section 108 of this act. 

3108  SECTION 189. Sections 122 and 123 are hereby repealed. 

3109  SECTION 190. Section 159 shall take effect on January 1, 2027. 

3110  SECTION 191. Section 8 shall take effect on January 1, 2027 

3111  SECTION 192. Sections 122 and 123 shall take effect on January 1, 2027. 

3112  SECTION 193. Sections 41, 44, 45, 46, 48, and 58 shall take effect on July 1, 2027. 

3113  SECTION 194. Section 189 shall take effect on December 31, 2030. 


