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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
_______________ 
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SENATE, January 29, 2026. 

 The committee on Health Care Financing, to whom was referred the petitions 
(accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 111) of Brendan P. Crighton for legislation to ensure access to 
behavioral health services for children involved with state agencies; (accompanied by bill, 
Senate, No. 154) of Joan B. Lovely and Vanna Howard for legislation to establish guardians as 
providers of medical care to support the rights of incapacitated persons; (accompanied by bill, 
Senate, No. 168) of Patrick M. O'Connor, James K. Hawkins, John F. Keenan, Manny Cruz and 
other members of the General Court for legislation to increase the safety of individuals with 
disabilities relying on life-support equipment; (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 465) of Sal N. 
DiDomenico for legislation to support individuals suffering with amyotrophic lateral sclerosis 
and their families; (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 472) of Patricia D. Jehlen and James B. 
Eldridge for legislation relative to Massachusetts home care eligibility; (accompanied by bill, 
Senate, No. 622) of Jason M. Lewis for legislation to protect public health and reduce health care 
costs; (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 679) of Nick Collins for legislation relative to mental 
health providers; (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 683) of Cynthia Stone Creem for legislation 
relative to special education health care costs; (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 692) of Brendan 
P. Crighton, James B. Eldridge and Bruce E. Tarr for legislation to facilitate timely access to 
quality health care by expanding access to patient navigation; (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 
694) of Brendan P. Crighton, James B. Eldridge and Bruce E. Tarr for legislation to empower 
health care consumers; (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 695) of Brendan P. Crighton for 
legislation relative to health insurance coverage by athletic trainers; (accompanied by bill, 
Senate, No. 696) of Brendan P. Crighton for legislation to ensure transparency in the practice of 
dental leased networks; (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 698) of Brendan P. Crighton and 
Dylan A. Fernandes for legislation relative to consumer deductibles; (accompanied by bill, 
Senate, No. 709) of John J. Cronin for legislation relative to supportive care for serious mental 
illness; (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 712) of Julian Cyr, Joanne M. Comerford, Adam 
Gomez, Dylan A. Fernandes and other members of the General Court for legislation relative to 
ensuring treatment for genetic craniofacial conditions; (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 715) of 
Julian Cyr, James B. Eldridge and Jason M. Lewis for legislation relative to LGBTQ family 



 

building; (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 716) of Julian Cyr for legislation relative to 
telehealth parity for nutrition counseling; (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 718) of Julian Cyr 
for legislation to eliminate cost sharing for substance use disorder treatment services; 
(accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 724) of Sal N. DiDomenico for legislation to promote 
healthcare access and affordability for patients; (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 726) of 
William J. Driscoll, Jr. for legislation relative to insurance coverage of mobile integrated health; 
(accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 728) of William J. Driscoll, Jr. relative to step therapy and in 
vitro fertilization insurance coverage; (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 742) of Paul R. Feeney, 
James B. Eldridge, Dylan A. Fernandes, Jacob R. Oliveira and other members of the Senate for 
legislation relative to cognitive rehabilitation; (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 756) of Barry R. 
Finegold for legislation to expand insurance coverage for hearing aids and related services; 
(accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 758) of Barry R. Finegold for legislation to require certain 
healthcare carriers to share accountability with providers for uncollectible patient obligations 
after insurance; (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 759) of Barry R. Finegold for legislation to 
redirect excessive health insurer reserves to support health care needs; (accompanied by bill, 
Senate, No. 774) of Edward J. Kennedy for legislation to require insurance providers cover a 
minimum of 30 days for in-patient substance abuse treatment; (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 
776) of Edward J. Kennedy relative to colon cancer screening; (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 
777) of Jason M. Lewis for legislation relative to specialty medications and patient safety; 
(accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 778) of Jason M. Lewis and Sal N. DiDomenico for legislation 
relative to public health dental hygienists; (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 791) of Liz Miranda 
and Mindy Domb for legislation relative to nature as a prescription for mental health services; 
(accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 792) of Mark C. Montigny and Michael O. Moore for 
legislation relative to increasing consumer access to licensed rehabilitation counselors; 
(accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 796) of Mark C. Montigny and Christopher M. Markey for 
legislation to reduce unnecessary insurance delays in patient care; (accompanied by bill, Senate, 
No. 798) of Michael O. Moore and James B. Eldridge for legislation relative to small business 
health insurance incentives; (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 802) of Patrick M. O'Connor for 
legislation to support behavioral health prevention for children; (accompanied by bill, Senate, 
No. 805) of Patrick M. O'Connor relative to PANDAS/PANS screening in medical/clinical 
settings; (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 806) of Patrick M. O'Connor for legislation to 
increase access to acute hospital at home services by mandating coverage by commercial 
insurance plans; (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 809) of Jacob R. Oliveira, Michael O. Moore, 
Bradley H. Jones, Jr., Thomas M. Stanley and other members of the General Court for legislation 
relative to patient access to biomarker testing to provide appropriate therapy; (accompanied by 
bill, Senate, No. 814) of Jacob R. Oliveira for legislation to give patients a 60 day notice of any 
increase to out of pocket health insurance costs; (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 818) of Pavel 
M. Payano for legislation to eliminate the PCP referral requirement for specialty gynecological 
care; (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 822) of Rebecca L. Rausch for legislation to expand 
health insurance access for state employees; (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 823) of Rebecca 



 

L. Rausch and Patricia D. Jehlen for legislation to enhance post-pregnancy mental health care; 
(accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 824) of Rebecca L. Rausch, John F. Keenan and Manny Cruz 
for legislation relative to coverage for pain medication for IUD procedures; (accompanied by 
bill, Senate, No. 827) of Bruce E. Tarr for legislation to ensure access to prescription 
medications; (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 832) of Bruce E. Tarr, Joan B. Lovely and John 
F. Keenan for legislation to provide health insurance coverage for scalp and facial hair 
prosthesis; (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 839) of Michael D. Brady for legislation to fund 
nursing home staff; (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 840) of Nick Collins for legislation to 
ensure to insurer responsibility to the operating budgets of health care oversight entities by 
paying to the commonwealth an amount for the estimated expenses of the commission; 
(accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 841) of Joanne M. Comerford, Jason M. Lewis, Brendan P. 
Crighton, Jacob R. Oliveira and other members of the Senate for legislation to support equal 
access to community care for elders and the disabled; (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 844) of 
Brendan P. Crighton and Joanne M. Comerford for legislation to improve long term care for 
MassHealth members with chronic conditions; (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 845) of 
Brendan P. Crighton for legislation to not restrict or limit an eligible hospital’s access to the 
discounted purchase of prescription drugs in the Medicaid program; (accompanied by bill, 
Senate, No. 846) of John J. Cronin for legislation relative to the sustainability of high public 
payer community hospitals; (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 847) of John J. Cronin for 
legislation relative to converge for rapid whole genome sequencing; (accompanied by bill, 
Senate, No. 848) of John J. Cronin for legislation to require all covered entities to file an annual 
report to the Center for Health Information and Analysis to increase accountability to safeguard 
benefit for vulnerable patients; (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 849) of Julian Cyr for 
legislation to ensure health care for all; (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 852) of Sal N. 
DiDomenico for legislation to prevent medical debt by restoring health safety net eligibility 
levels; (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 853) of Sal N. DiDomenico for legislation to preserve 
and protect public health; (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 856) of Sal N. DiDomenico for 
legislation to ensure access and continuity of care to specialist and hospital services for dually 
eligible individuals; (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 859) of James B. Eldridge for legislation 
to establish a public health option; (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 860) of James B. Eldridge, 
Lindsay N. Sabadosa, Margaret R. Scarsdale, Joanne M. Comerford and other members of the 
General Court for legislation to establish medicare for all in Massachusetts; (accompanied by 
bill, Senate, No. 861) of Ryan C. Fattman for legislation relative to fiduciary responsibility; 
(accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 863) of Dylan A. Fernandes for legislation relative to coverage 
for non-opioid pain medications for chronic pain; (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 864) of 
Barry R. Finegold for legislation relative to the operating budgets of health care oversight 
agencies; (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 865) of Barry R. Finegold for legislation to expand 
the moral obligation bond program to acute care hospitals; (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 
871) of John F. Keenan, James B. Eldridge, James K. Hawkins, Michael O. Moore and other 
members of the General Court for legislation to require MassHealth to cover medical treatments 



 

essential for people with a developmental disability, intellectual disability, or autism; 
(accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 873) of John F. Keenan for legislation relative to hospital 
closures and health planning; (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 874) of John F. Keenan, James 
B. Eldridge, James K. Hawkins, David Paul Linsky and other members of the General Court for 
legislation to strengthen mental health centers; (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 877) of Robyn 
K. Kennedy, Paul W. Mark, James B. Eldridge, John F. Keenan and other members of the 
General Court for legislation to promote an enhanced care worker minimum wage; (accompanied 
by bill, Senate, No. 878) of Robyn K. Kennedy for legislation relative to asset limits for 
MassHealth; (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 879) of Jason M. Lewis for legislation to update 
Medicaid resource limits for seniors; (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 880) of Jason M. Lewis 
for legislation relative to Medicare savings programs eligibility; (accompanied by bill, Senate, 
No. 881) of Jason M. Lewis for legislation to provide Medicaid coverage for tobacco cessation; 
(accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 883) of Jason M. Lewis for legislation to protect qualified 
Medicare beneficiaries from improper billing; (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 884) of Jason 
M. Lewis for legislation to define modest meals and refreshments in prescriber education 
settings; (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 885) of Joan B. Lovely for legislation relative to 
premium impact statements; (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 886) of Joan B. Lovely, Michael 
J. Barrett, Hannah Kane, James K. Hawkins and other members of the General Court for 
legislation relative to family members serving as caregivers; (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 
888) of Paul W. Mark and Joanne M. Comerford for legislation to increase access to MassHealth 
dental providers; (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 890) of Paul W. Mark for legislation to 
analyze and report on acute care hospital stays exceeding 60 days; (accompanied by bill, Senate, 
No. 891) of Liz Miranda, Joanne M. Comerford and Michael J. Barrett for legislation relative to 
the primary care workforce development and loan repayment grant program at community health 
centers; (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 892) of Mark C. Montigny for legislation to alleviate 
skyrocketing consumer health care costs; (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 893) of Mark C. 
Montigny for legislation to ensure timely health care cost reporting; (accompanied by bill, 
Senate, No. 894) of Mark C. Montigny for legislation relative to coverage for chronic illness; 
(accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 896) of Michael O. Moore for legislation to prohibit 
inappropriate use of the health care cost growth benchmark; (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 
897) of Michael O. Moore and James B. Eldridge for legislation relative to hospital price 
transparency; (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 898) of Michael O. Moore relative to patient 
centered access to behavioral health services in accountable care organizations; (accompanied by 
bill, Senate, No. 899) of Michael O. Moore and James B. Eldridge for legislation relative to 
hospital profit and fairness; (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 902) of Pavel M. Payano for 
legislation to lower health care prices for patients by limiting the rate that can be charged for 
services to not exceed 200 percent of the amount paid by Medicare for the service; (accompanied 
by bill, Senate, No. 903) of Pavel M. Payano for legislation to improve the ability for patients to 
receive specialized medical care after an acute illness or surgery; (accompanied by bill, Senate, 
No. 905) of Michael F. Rush for legislation to improve health care cost accountability; 



 

(accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 906) of Michael F. Rush for legislation relative to health care 
non-discrimination; (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 907) of Michael F. Rush for legislation to 
protect Norwood healthcare access; (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 908) of Bruce E. Tarr for 
legislation to establish a healthcare insurance premium payment pool for working families; 
(accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 910) of Bruce E. Tarr for legislation relative to association 
health plans; (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 911) of Bruce E. Tarr for legislation to 
strengthen the management of the health care connector; (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 912) 
of Bruce E. Tarr for legislation to ensure temporary nursing service agency quality; 
(accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 913) of Bruce E. Tarr for legislation to stabilize adult day 
health services; (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 914) of Bruce E. Tarr and James B. Eldridge 
for legislation relative to spouses as caregivers; (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 915) of Bruce 
E. Tarr for legislation to ensure temporary nursing service agency quality; (accompanied by bill, 
Senate, No. 916) of Bruce E. Tarr for legislation to regulate state health insurance mandates and 
costs; (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 917) of John C. Velis for legislation to address the 
financial sustainability of the Health Safety Net; (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 1042) of 
Nick Collins for legislation to require that patients admitted to a medical facility for suffering an 
overdose receive an evaluation by a licensed social worker before discharge; (accompanied by 
bill, Senate, No. 1289) of Nick Collins for legislation to clarify mandatory overtime protections; 
(accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 1362) of Jacob R. Oliveira, Rodney M. Elliott, Rebecca L. 
Rausch, Jason M. Lewis and other members of the General Court for legislation to prohibit 
mandatory overtime; (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 1388) of Julian Cyr for legislation to 
build resiliency in communities through mental health; (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 1411) 
of Liz Miranda and John F. Keenan for legislation to establish a perinatal behavioral health care 
workforce trust fund; (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 1418) of Bruce E. Tarr for legislation 
relative to fetal opioid drug exposure; (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 1480) of Nick Collins 
for legislation to allow the Board of Registration in Medicine to collect data and information 
concerning the cultural, ethical, linguistic, and education composition of the physician 
workplace; (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 1481) of Nick Collins for legislation to provide for 
consumer access to and the right to practice complementary and alternative health care services; 
(accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 1488) of Cynthia Stone Creem for legislation relative to 
facilitating the utilization of psychologists on the health care team; (accompanied by bill, Senate, 
No. 1505) of Julian Cyr for legislation relative to LGBTQ health equity; (accompanied by bill, 
Senate, No. 1511) of William J. Driscoll, Jr. relative to regulating surgical assistants; 
(accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 1514) of William J. Driscoll, Jr. for legislation relative to 
provider choice and vaccines; (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 1515) of William J. Driscoll, Jr. 
relative to enhancing statewide hospital capacity coordination; (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 
1535) of Paul R. Feeney, Susannah M. Whipps, Thomas M. Stanley, Vanna Howard and other 
members of the General Court for legislation to ensure safe patient handling and mobility in 
certain health facilities through the use of mechanical lifting devices; (accompanied by bill, 
Senate, No. 1538) of Dylan A. Fernandes that the Executive Office of Health and Human 



 

Services be authorized to establish a program to promote, incentivize and support the 
development and deployment of eligible therapies among veterans and first responders; 
(accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 1551) of John F. Keenan, James B. Eldridge and Ryan C. 
Fattman for legislation to establish a naloxone purchase trust fund to support a universal 
purchase system for opioid antagonist distribution in the commonwealth; (accompanied by bill, 
Senate, No. 1554) of John F. Keenan and James B. Eldridge for legislation to provide counseling 
about lung cancer screening to individuals accessing the Massachusetts Quitline; (accompanied 
by bill, Senate, No. 1565) of Jason M. Lewis for legislation relative to diabetes prevention; 
(accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 1578) of Liz Miranda for legislation to create an evidence-
based culturally-specific patient navigation pilot program for people living with a Long COVID 
diagnosis; (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 1582) of Mark C. Montigny for legislation to 
improve Hepatitis C screening; (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 1583) of Mark C. Montigny 
for legislation to restore integrity in the marketing of pharmaceutical products and medical 
devices; (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 1586) of Michael O. Moore for legislation relative to 
smoking cessation agents; (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 1601) of Patrick M. O'Connor for 
legislation relative to the reform of the personal care attendant system; (accompanied by bill, 
Senate, No. 1602) of Patrick M. O'Connor for legislation to improve pediatric cancer research; 
(accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 1621) of Michael F. Rush and Paul McMurtry for legislation 
relative to medical records requests; (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 1791) of Michael D. 
Brady for legislation relative to local public housing authorities access to the dental and vision 
insurance plan managed by the group insurance commission; (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 
1792) of Michael D. Brady for legislation relative to mandatory coverage for certain health 
screenings for firefighters; (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 1847) of Paul R. Feeney for 
legislation to provide diabetes prevention program benefits; (accompanied by bill) (subject to 
Joint Rule 12) of Michael O. Moore for legislation relative applied behavioral analysis 
reimbursement rates; (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 2599) (subject to Joint Rule 12) of 
Patrick M. O'Connor for legislation to provide insurance coverage for the medically necessary 
treatment of port-wine stains; and (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 2600) (subject to Joint Rule 
12) of Michael F. Rush for legislation to require health insurance coverage for scalp cooling 
systems, report the accompanying Order  (Senate, No. 2931). 

 
For the committee, 

 Cindy F. Friedman 
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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
 

_______________ 
In the One Hundred and Ninety-Fourth General Court 

(2025-2026) 
_______________ 

 
 Senate, January 29, 2026. 

 
1  Ordered, That the committee on Health Care Financing be authorized and directed to 

2 make an investigation and study of certain current Senate documents numbered 111, 154, 168, 

3 465, 472, 622, 679, 683, 692, 694, 695, 696, 698, 709, 712, 715, 716, 718, 724, 726, 728, 742, 

4 756, 758, 759, 774, 776, 777, 778, 791, 792, 796, 798, 802, 805, 806, 809, 814, 818, 822, 823, 

5 824, 827, 832, 839, 840, 841, 844, 845, 846, 847, 848, 849, 852, 853, 856, 859, 860, 861, 863, 

6 864, 865, 871, 873, 874, 877, 878, 879, 880, 881, 883, 884, 885, 886, 888, 890, 891, 892, 893, 

7 894, 896, 897, 898, 899, 902, 903, 905, 906, 907, 908, 910, 911, 912, 913, 914, 915, 916, 917, 

8 1042, 1289, 1362, 1388, 1411, 1418, 1480, 1481, 1488, 1505, 1511, 1514, 1515, 1535, 1538, 

9 1551, 1554, 1565, 1578, 1582, 1583, 1586, 1601, 1602, 1621, 1791, 1792, 1847, 2587, 2599, and 

10 2600 relative to health care financing matters. 


