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SENATE  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  No. 3298 
Senate, November 5, 2026 -- Text of amendment (122) (offered by Senator Tarr) to the Ways 
and Means amendment (Senate, No. 3290) to the House Bill making appropriations for the fiscal 
year 2026 to provide for supplementing certain existing appropriations and for certain other 
activities and projects. 

 

The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
 

_______________ 
In the One Hundred and Ninety-Fourth General Court 

(2025-2026) 
_______________ 

 
1  by striking all after the enacting clause, and inserting in place thereof the following:- 

2  "SECTION 1. To provide for supplementing certain items in the general appropriation act 

3 and other appropriation acts for fiscal year 2026, the sums set forth in section 2 are hereby 

4 appropriated from the General Fund or the Transitional Escrow Fund established in section 16 of 

5 chapter 76 of the acts of 2021, as amended by section 4 of chapter 98 of the acts of 2022, unless 

6 specifically designated otherwise in this act or in those appropriation acts, for the several 

7 purposes and subject to the conditions specified in this act or in those appropriation acts, and 

8 subject to the laws regulating the disbursement of public funds for the fiscal year ending June 30, 

9 2026. These sums shall be in addition to any amounts previously appropriated and made 

10 available for the purposes of those items. These sums shall be made available through the fiscal 

11 year ending June 30, 2027. 

12  SECTION 2. 

13  DISTRICT ATTORNEYS 

14  Suffolk District Attorney’s Office 
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15  0340-0100  Suffolk District Attorney …………………………………………….$654,507 

16  EXECUTIVE OFFICE FOR ADMINISTRATION AND FINANCE 

17  Department of Revenue 

18  1233-1818  Marijuana Social Equity Municipal Payment……………………….$725,000 

19  Marijuana Regulation Fund …100% 

20  Reserves 

21  1599-8910  Sheriffs Reserve…………………………………………………$134,605,398 

22  EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS 

23  Department of Conservation and Recreation 

24  2800-0501 DCR Seasonals…………………………………………………..$230,000 

25  2810-0100 State Parks and Recreation………………………………………$855,000 

26  2820-2000 Streetlighting…………………………………………………….$300,000 

27  EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES 

28  Office of the Secretary 

29  4000-0700  MassHealth Fee for Service Payments..................................... $1,802,124,837 

30  Department of Public Health 

31  4590-0915  Public Health Hospitals…………………………………………..$9,820,526 
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32  4590-1503  Maternal and Child Health………………………………………..$2,000,000 

33  Department of Mental Health 

34  5042-5000  Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services……………………..$250,000 

35  Department of Transitional Assistance 

36  4400-0709 SNAP Error Rate Enhancements................................................ $7,356,048 

37  EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF VETERANS SERVICES 

38  Massachusetts Veterans’ Home at Holyoke 

39  4190-0100 Veterans’ Home in Holyoke Administration and Operations..... $2,475,763 

40  EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF EDUCATION 

41  Office of the Secretary 

42  7010-0005  Department of Elementary and Secondary Education………………$500,000 

43  1596-2705 ................   For one-time grants to support public schools and districts in the 

44 commonwealth in fiscal year 2027; provided further, that the department of elementary and 

45 secondary shall distribute funds from this item to each school district, based on the share of 

46 foundation enrollment, as defined by section 2 of chapter 70 of the General Laws, attributed to 

47 the school district, as defined by said section 2, and to each commonwealth charter school, based 

48 on the share of district foundation enrollment attributed to the charter school, as of October 1, 

49 2025; provided further, that notwithstanding any general or special law to the contrary, 

50 assistance funded by this item shall only be available on a one-time, non-recurring basis; 
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51 provided further, that no funds distributed from this item to a school district, shall be considered 

52 base aid in fiscal year 2028; and provided further, that notwithstanding any general or special 

53 law to the contrary, any funds distributed from this item to a school district shall be deposited in 

54 a separate account and shall be expended by the school committee of such school district without 

55 further action on the part of the local appropriating authority, provided further, the sum set forth 

56 in this item is hereby appropriated from the Education and Transportation Fund established in 

57 section 2BBBBBB of chapter 29 of the General Laws and subject to the laws regulating the 

58 disbursement of public funds for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2027. This sum shall be made 

59 available until June 30, 2027.…………………….. $100,000,000. 

60  EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF PUBLIC SAFETY AND SECURITY 

61  Department of State Police 

62  8100-1001 Department of State Police…………………………………….$5,350,000 

63  Military Division 

64  8700-0001 Military Division………………………………………………….$410,000 

65  8700-1150 National Guard Tuition and Fee Waivers………………………$2,500,000 

66  Department of Correction 

67  8900-0001 Department of Correction Facility Operations………………..$27,699,043 

68  SECTION 2A. To provide for certain unanticipated obligations of the commonwealth, to 

69 provide for an alteration of purpose for current appropriations, and to meet certain requirements 

70 of law, the sums set forth in this section are hereby appropriated from the General Fund or the 
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71 Transitional Escrow Fund established in section 16 of chapter 76 of the acts of 2021, as amended 

72 by section 4 of chapter 98 of the acts of 2022, unless specifically designated otherwise in this 

73 section, for the several purposes and subject to the conditions specified in this section, and 

74 subject to the laws regulating the disbursement of public funds for the fiscal year ending June 30, 

75 2026. Except as otherwise stated, these sums shall be made available through the fiscal year 

76 ending June 30, 2027. 

77  OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 

78  Victim and Witness Assistance Board 

79  0840-2000 For victim services, including, but not limited to, grants for LGBTQIA+, 

80 immigrant and culturally specific populations in Massachusetts, provided further that funds 

81 expended from this item shall not be spent on individuals not legally present in the 

82 Commonwealth of Massachusetts ……………………$13,825,550 

83  EXECUTIVE OFFICE FOR ADMINISTRATION AND FINANCE 

84  Reserves 

85  1599-0065 For a reserve to support the costs to implement chapter 65 of the acts of 

86 2026 and other operational needs at the cannabis control commission; provided, that the 

87 secretary of administration and finance may transfer funds from this item to state agencies as 

88 defined in section 1 of chapter 29 of the General Laws; and provided further, that funds shall be 

89 made available through the fiscal year ending June 30, 2028………………………….$5,955,000 
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90  1599-1725 For a reserve to support interest payments in accordance with the 

91 settlement agreement entered into by the commonwealth and the United States Department of 

92 Labor on January 17, 2025.......................................................................................... $78,987,169 

93  1599-8925 For a reserve to support costs incurred by the 14 county sheriffs’ offices in 

94 fiscal year 2025; provided, that not more than $9,917,965 shall be transferred to the Bristol 

95 sheriff's office; provided further, that not more than $1,406,407 shall be transferred to the 

96 Hampshire sheriff's office; provided further, that not more than $216,102 shall be transferred to 

97 the Berkshire sheriff's office; provided further, that not more than $7,177,839 shall be transferred 

98 to the Barnstable sheriff's office; provided further, that not more than $2,065,964 shall be 

99 transferred to the Dukes County sheriff's office; provided further, that not more than $810,626 

100 shall be transferred to the Essex sheriff's office; provided further, that not more than $5,334,216 

101 shall be transferred to the Franklin sheriff's office; provided further, that not more than 

102 $27,098,250 shall be transferred to the Hampden sheriff's office; provided further, that not more 

103 than $7,183,830 shall be transferred to Middlesex sheriff's office; provided further, that not more 

104 than $16,831,558 shall be transferred to Plymouth sheriff's office; provided further, that not more 

105 than $22,252,515 shall be transferred to Suffolk sheriff's office; and provided further, that not 

106 more than $9,904,286 shall be transferred to the Worcester sheriff's office $110,199,558 

107  EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF EDUCATION 

108  Department of Early Education and Care 

109  3000-4448 For a reserve to support a reimbursement rate increase for subsidized early 

110 education center-based and family child care providers in the fiscal year ending on June 30, 

111 2027…………………………………………………………………………………$18,500,000 
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112  Education and Transportation Fund …100% 

113  SECTION 2C.I. For the purpose of making available in fiscal year 2027 balances of 

114 appropriations which otherwise would revert on June 30, 2026, the unexpended balances of the 

115 appropriations listed below, not to exceed the amount specified below for each item, are hereby 

116 re-appropriated for the purposes of and subject to the conditions stated for the corresponding 

117 item in section 2 or 2F of chapter 9 of the acts of 2025. However, for items which do not appear 

118 in section 2 or 2F of the general appropriation act, the amounts in this section are re-appropriated 

119 for the purposes of and subject to the conditions stated for the corresponding item in section 2 or 

120 2A of this act or in prior appropriation acts. Amounts in this section are re-appropriated from the 

121 fund or funds designated for the corresponding item in section 2 or 2F of said chapter 9; 

122 provided, however, that for items which do not appear in section 2 or 2F of said chapter 9, the 

123 amounts in this section are re-appropriated from the fund or funds designated for the 

124 corresponding item in section 2 through 2F of this act or in prior appropriation acts. The 

125 unexpended balance of each appropriation in the Massachusetts management accounting and 

126 reporting system with a secretariat code of 01 or 17 is hereby re-appropriated for the purposes of 

127 and subject to the conditions stated for the corresponding item in said section 2 of said chapter 9. 

128 The sums reappropriated in this section shall be in addition to any amounts available for said 

129 purposes. 

130  JUDICIARY 

131  Board of Bar Examiners 

132  0321-0100 Board of Bar Examiners…………………………………………..$125,000 

133  Trial Court 
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134  0339-1001 Commissioner of Probation…………………………………….$3,581,000 

135  OFFICE OF THE STATE AUDITOR 

136  0710-0000 Office of the State Auditor Administration…………………….$1,734,410 

137  OFFICE OF THE CHILD ADVOCATE 

138  0930-0101 Center on Child Wellbeing and Trauma………………………….$700,000 

139  OFFICE OF THE VETERAN ADVOCATE 

140  0960-1000 Office of the Veteran Advocate……………………………………$90,480 

141  CENTER FOR HEALTH INFORMATION AND ANALYSIS 

142  4100-0060 Center for Health Information and Analysis……………………..$401,000 

143  EXECUTIVE OFFICE FOR ADMINISTRATION AND FINANCE 

144  Reserves 

145  1599-4448 Collective Bargaining Contract Costs …………………………$19,740,316 

146  Department of Revenue 

147  1233-2401 Chapter 40S Education Payments …………………………………….$764,568 

148  EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF TECHNOLOGY SERVICES AND SECURITY 

149  1790-1700 Core Technology Services and Security………………………..$1,686,073 

150  EXCUTIVE OFFICE OF ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS 
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151  Office of the Secretary 

152  2000-0100 Energy and Environmental Affairs Administration…………….$1,445,520 

153  Department of Public Utilities 

154  2100-5694 Energy Facilities Siting Division…………………………………$437,415 

155  EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES 

156  Office of the Secretary 

157  1599-6903 Chapter 257 and Human Service Reserve…………………….$90,000,000 

158  Department of Public Health 

159  4516-1000 State Laboratory and Infectious Disease Control Services………$900,000 

160  Department of Mental Health 

161  5011-0100 Department of Mental Health Administration and Operations...... $500,000 

162  Department of Transitional Assistance 

163  4400-0709 SNAP Error Rate Enhancements………………………………$7,593,752 

164  EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF VETERANS’ SERVICES 

165  Veterans’ Services 

166  1410-0010 Veterans’ Services Administration and Operations………...…..$1,045,000 

167  1410-0630 Agawam and Winchendon Veterans’ Cemeteries…………..……$102,210 
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168  MASSACHUSETTS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

169  1596-2401 Federal Matching Funds………………………………………$15,900,000 

170  1596-2406 Regional Transit Funding and Grants ………………………….$4,344,812 

171  EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF HOUSING AND LIVABLE COMMUNITIES 

172  7004-0102 Homeless Individual Shelters………………………………….$1,200,000 

173  EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF EDUCATION 

174  Department of Early Education and Care 

175  3000-1000 Department of Early Education and Care……………………..$4,500,000 

176  3000-1020 Quality Improvement……………………………………………$122,015 

177  3000-7066 EEC Provider Higher Education Opportunities…………………$683,796 

178  Department of Elementary and Secondary Education 

179  7010-0005 Department of Elementary and Secondary Education….………..$119,004 

180  7035-0001 Career and Technical Education Program……………………….$601,671 

181  1596-2422 School Meals…………………………………………………..$4,186,359 

182  Department of Higher Education 

183  1596-2425 DHE Endowment Match…………………………………..……$1,000,000 

184  EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF PUBLIC SAFETY AND SECURITY 
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185  Department of State Police 

186  8100-0515 New State Police Class………………………………………$10,000,000 

187  Department of Fire Services 

188  8324-0000 Department of Fire Services Administration………………..……$300,000 

189  SECTION 2C.II. For the purpose of making available in fiscal year 2027 balances of 

190 retained revenue and intragovernmental chargeback authorizations which otherwise would revert 

191 on June 30, 2026, the unexpended balances of the authorizations listed below, not to exceed the 

192 amount specified below for each item, are hereby re-authorized for the purposes of and subject to 

193 the conditions stated for the corresponding item in sections 2 through 2F of chapter 9 of the acts 

194 of 2025. However, for items which do not appear in sections 2 through 2F of said chapter 9, the 

195 amounts in this section are re-authorized for the purposes of and subject to the conditions stated 

196 for the corresponding item in sections 2 through 2F of this act or in prior appropriation acts. 

197 Amounts in this section are re-authorized from the fund or funds designated for the 

198 corresponding item in sections 2 through 2F of the general appropriation act; however, for items 

199 which do not appear in sections 2 through 2F of the general appropriation act, the amounts in this 

200 section are re-authorized from the fund or funds designated for the corresponding item in 

201 sections 2 through 2F of this act or in prior appropriation acts. The sums re-authorized in this 

202 section shall be in addition to any amounts available for those purposes.  

203  EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF VETERANS SERVICES 

204  Veterans Services 

205  1410-0018 Agawam and Winchendon Cemeteries Retained Revenue............ $550,000 
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206  EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

207  Office of the Secretary 

208  7002-0018 Chargeback for Economic Development IT Costs……………..$2,000,000 

209  EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF PUBLIC SAFETY AND SECURITY 

210  Department of Correction 

211  8900-0021 Chargeback for Prison Industries and Farm Program ……………$635,000 

212  SECTION 3. Section 178C of chapter 6 of the General Laws is hereby amended by 

213 striking out the words “or indecent assault and battery on a child who has attained the age of 14 

214 but is under the age of 18 by a mandated reporter under section 23A1/2 of said chapter 265”, as 

215 appearing in section 4 of chapter 137 of the acts of 2026, and inserting in place thereof the 

216 following words:- , or under the age of 22 if the individual is a school age child with a disability 

217 as defined in section 1 of said chapter 71B or resides in a group care facility licensed by the 

218 department of early education and care under section 6 of said chapter 15D or in the care and 

219 custody of the department of youth services or indecent assault and battery on a child who has 

220 attained the age of 14 but is under the age of 18, individuals under the age of 22 who receive 

221 services from the department of developmental services, or under the age of 22 if the individual 

222 is a school age child with a disability as defined in section 1 of said chapter 71B or resides in a 

223 group care facility licensed by the department of early education and care under section 6 of said 

224 chapter 15D, or in the care and custody of the department of youth services, by a mandated 

225 reporter under section 23A1/2 of said chapter 265.  
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226  SECTION 4. Section 1 of chapter 7C of the General Laws, as appearing in the 2024 

227 Official Edition, is hereby amended by inserting after the definition of “Energy conservation 

228 projects” the following 2 definitions:-  

229  “Job order”, an agreed-upon, fixed-price order issued to a contractor pursuant to a job 

230 order contract, for the contractor's performance of a specific maintenance, repair, alteration or 

231 conversion project consisting solely of tasks, materials and equipment selected from those 

232 specified and priced in said job order contract.  

233  “Job order contract”, a contract for the performance of maintenance, repair, alteration or 

234 conversion projects; provided that, the contract: (i) shall be limited to a specified term; (ii) 

235 specifications shall consist of technical descriptions of various tasks, materials and equipment at 

236 stated unit prices and shall not specify the specific projects to be performed by the contractor; 

237 (iii) shall contain a fixed contractor's mark-up over the unit prices stated in the specifications and 

238 (iv) shall provide that the awarding authority may enter into fixed price job orders with the 

239 contractor for the performance of specific projects, consisting solely of combinations of the 

240 tasks, materials and equipment specified in the contract, at the unit prices specified therein plus 

241 the contractor's mark-up.  

242  SECTION 5. Said chapter 7C, as so appearing, is hereby further amended by adding the 

243 following section:-  

244  Section 74. (a) Notwithstanding section 46, section 44A of chapter 149, section 39M of 

245 chapter 30 or any other general or special law to the contrary, the commissioner may establish a 

246 program for the use of job order contracts by the division of capital asset management and 

247 maintenance with respect to properties for which the division is responsible.  
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248  (b) The commissioner may procure contracts for services related to the creation and use 

249 of job order contracts including, but not limited to, the creation of task descriptions, 

250 specifications and unit prices for use in job order contracts and agency training and other 

251 services related to such contracts.  

252  (c) The commissioner may procure job order contracts for use by the division of capital 

253 asset management and maintenance. Job order contracts shall be limited to job orders estimated 

254 to cost not more than $250,000 each and shall be procured through the procedures specified in 

255 section 39M of chapter 30; except that: (i) the amount of the bid deposit shall be $5,000; (ii) 

256 contractors who are awarded job orders under any job order contract shall be certified by the 

257 division of capital asset management and maintenance for the category of work specified in the 

258 contract; and (iii) if authorized by the job order contract, the amounts of surety bonds required by 

259 the contract may be satisfied with respect to each particular job order before the commencement 

260 of any work under that job order. The schedule of rates of wages shall be established by the 

261 director of labor standards for each particular job order before the commencement of any work 

262 under that job order.  

263  The commissioner shall award a job order contract to the eligible and responsible bidder 

264 who offers the lowest mark-up over the base unit prices specified in the contract specifications. 

265 Job order contracts shall have a maximum term of 3 years.  

266  (d) Within 30 days of issuing a job order, the commissioner shall place a notice in the 

267 central register, which shall include, but not be limited to (i) a description of the work under the 

268 job order; (ii) the price quote for the job order; and (iii) the contractor awarded the job order.  
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269  (e) Annually, not later than June 30, the commissioner shall prepare a report on the 

270 projects utilizing job order contracts through the program and submit the report to the clerks of 

271 the house of representatives and senate and the joint committee on state administration and 

272 regulatory oversight. The report shall include, but not be limited to, an analysis of the cost 

273 effectiveness of job order contracting, an accounting of compliance with applicable prevailing 

274 wage and access and opportunity requirements and any other public benefits resulting from job 

275 order contracts through the program. 

276  SECTION 6. Section 3 of chapter 23I, as appearing in the 2024 Official Edition, is 

277 hereby amended by striking out, in lines 17 and 18, the words “a chief executive officer of a 

278 Massachusetts-based life sciences corporation that is”.  

279  SECTION 7. Section 7 of chapter 32 of the General Laws, as appearing in the 2024 

280 Official Edition, is hereby amended by inserting, in line 148, after the word “officer”, the 

281 following words:- or a correction officer or correctional program officer. 

282  SECTION 8. Chapter 33 of the General Laws, as appearing in the 2024 Official Edition, 

283 is hereby amended by adding the following section:- 

284  Section 140. There shall be a Massachusetts National Guard museum in the city of 

285 Salem, the birthplace of the national guard pursuant to section 60 of chapter 2; provided, that 

286 said museum shall be the official military museum for the commonwealth. 

287  SECTION 9. Section 1 of chapter 63 of the General Laws, as appearing in the 2024 

288 Official Edition, is hereby amended by inserting after the word “commonwealth”, in line 113, the 

289 following words:- ; provided, however, that: (i) for purposes of applying section 1400Z-2 of the 

290 Code, “qualified opportunity zone” shall mean an area located entirely within the commonwealth 
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291 that is designated as a qualified opportunity zone under said section 1400Z-2; and (ii) any 

292 individual Code amendments as referenced in section 90 of chapter 62C shall have no force or 

293 effect. 

294  SECTION 10. Subsection (b) of section 4 of chapter 70 of the General Laws, as 

295 appearing in section 64 of chapter 137 of the acts of 2026, is hereby amended by inserting after 

296 the word “Officials” the following words:- ; the president of the Massachusetts Teachers 

297 Association. 

298  SECTION 11. Section 1 of chapter 94I of the General Laws, as appearing in the 2024 

299 Official Edition, is hereby amended by striking out the definition of “Debilitating medical 

300 condition” and inserting in place thereof the following definition:-    

301  “Debilitating medical condition”, cancer, glaucoma, positive status for human 

302 immunodeficiency virus, acquired immune deficiency syndrome, hepatitis C, amyotrophic lateral 

303 sclerosis, Crohn's disease, Parkinson's disease, multiple sclerosis, post-traumatic stress disorder, 

304 a medical condition that produces chronic pain, and other conditions as determined in writing by 

305 a registered qualifying patient's registered healthcare professional.  

306  SECTION 12. Section 2 of said chapter 94I of the General Laws, as so appearing, is 

307 hereby amended by striking out subsection (a) and inserting in place thereof the following 

308 subsection:- 

309  (a)(1) The commission shall operate a medical use of marijuana program, which shall 

310 permit a qualifying patient with a debilitating medical condition to obtain a written or electronic 

311 certification from a healthcare professional with whom the patient has a bona fide healthcare 

312 professional-patient relationship to purchase medical use marijuana from a medical marijuana 
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313 treatment center. Upon issuance of a written certification from a healthcare professional, the 

314 commission shall issue a registration card to the qualifying patient. A medical marijuana 

315 treatment center may sell medical use marijuana to a card holder. 

316  (2) Notwithstanding paragraph (1), the commission may issue a medical registration card 

317 to a veteran receiving their health care at a federal Veterans Administration facility who provides 

318 official documentation from the Veterans Administration indicating a diagnosis of a debilitating 

319 medical condition, without the need for a written or electronic certification from a healthcare 

320 professional.    

321  SECTION 13. Section 4(a1/2) of chapter 94G of the General Laws, as most recently 

322 amended by section 24 of chapter 65 of the acts of 2026, is hereby further amended by striking 

323 out subsections (xxxix) and (xl) and replacing them with the following 3 subsections:-  

324  (xxxix) equivalency and conversion standards for marijuana products pursuant to 

325 subsection (a) of section 7, provided; however, that such standards shall consider potency and 

326 form;  

327  (xl) criteria for determining whether a person or entity has direct or indirect control over 

328 a license pursuant to subsection (b) of section 16; and 

329  (xli) procedures and criteria for issuing a medical registration card to a veteran under 

330 section 2(a)(2) of chapter 94I.  

331  SECTION 14. Section 10AA of chapter 118E of the General Laws, as appearing in 

332 section 72 of chapter 137 of the acts of 2026, is hereby amended by striking out subsection (c) 

333 and inserting in place thereof the following subsection:- 
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334  (c) The division and its contracted health insurers, health plans, health maintenance 

335 organizations, behavioral health management firms and third party administrators under contract 

336 to a Medicaid managed care organization, accountable care organization or primary care 

337 clinician plan shall not refuse, reject or deny a prescription for any covered HIV prevention drug 

338 on the basis of the type of health care provider issuing the prescription for an HIV prevention 

339 drug or the venue or practice setting of the health care provider issuing the prescription; 

340 provided, however, that the health care provider shall be licensed to prescribe medications; 

341 provided, further, that nothing in this subsection shall be construed to prohibit the division or any 

342 entity described in this subsection from requiring that the prescribing health care provider be 

343 enrolled with the division, including as an ordering, referring, or prescribing provider, or 

344 otherwise meet applicable federal and state enrollment and screening requirements, to the extent 

345 necessary to comply with federal law and secure federal financial participation. 

346  SECTION 15. Section 12E of chapter 138 of the General Laws, as appearing in chapter 

347 213 of the acts of 2026, is hereby amended by striking out the words “, whether all alcoholic or 

348 wines and malt only,”.  

349  SECTION 16. The second paragraph of subsection (b) of said section 12E of said chapter 

350 138, as so appearing, is hereby further amended by striking out the word “said”. 

351  SECTION 17. Section 14A of said chapter 138, as so appearing, is hereby amended by 

352 striking out the words “, whether all alcoholic or wines or malt only,”. 

353  SECTION 18. Said section 14A of said chapter 138, as so appearing, is hereby further 

354 amended by striking out the second paragraph of subsection (b) of section 14A, as so appearing, 

355 and inserting in place thereof the following paragraph:-  
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356  A temporary license shall describe the premises to which the license applies and shall be 

357 granted only for premises that are the principal place of business or headquarters of the applicant 

358 or a location owned or leased by the applicant from which the applicant regularly conducts 

359 business and which is legally zoned to allow such sales or which are the premises of a licensed 

360 establishment. A temporary license shall be valid for not more than 20 total days in a calendar 

361 year and a holder of a temporary license shall not be granted more than 5 such temporary 

362 licenses in a calendar year. A holder of a temporary license under this subsection may conduct 

363 such auctions during the period for which such license was granted on any day and at any time 

364 permitted under section 12 and may exercise such license rights on non-consecutive days during 

365 such period. 

366  SECTION 19. The second paragraph of subsection (d) of said section 14A of said chapter 

367 138, as so appearing, is hereby amended by striking out the word “said”. 

368  SECTION 20. Subsection (d) of said section 14A of said chapter 138 is hereby further 

369 amended by striking out the words “licenses to alcoholic beverages”, as appearing in chapter 213 

370 of the acts of 2026, and inserting in place thereof the following words:- licenses to sell alcoholic 

371 beverages. 

372  SECTION 21. Chapter 140 of the General Laws is hereby amended by adding the 

373 following section:-  

374  Section 207. (a) This section may be cited as “An Act Relative to Closing the Great 

375 Divide between Ticket Prices and Affordability” or “The Great Divide Act.” 

376  (b) For purposes of this section, the following words shall have the following meanings 

377 unless the context clearly requires otherwise: 
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378  “Entertainer”, an individual, group or entity that performs at a live event.  

379  “Live event”, a musical performance, sporting event, theatrical production, comedy show 

380 or other entertainment event performed in person to an in-person audience in an arena, concert 

381 venue or other fixed location including, but not limited to, an event licensed under sections 181 

382 and 182 or chapter 128A; provided, however, that “live event” shall not include: (i) the broadcast 

383 or transmission of such an entertainment event attended exclusively via television, internet or 

384 other remote means; or (ii) in-person attendance at an entertainment event that consists of 

385 entertainment, whether live or recorded, that is observed by an audience solely via broadcast or 

386 transmission or by the playing of a recording, including, but not limited to, a showing of a film in 

387 a movie theater.  

388  “Speculative ticket”, a ticket to a live event that is not in the actual or constructive 

389 possession of a ticket business at the time of listing, sale or advertisement, including but not 

390 limited to tickets not owned by the ticket business or under contract to be transferred to the ticket 

391 business at the time of sale.  

392  “Ticket business”, a person or entity engaged in the business of selling, reselling or 

393 facilitating a mechanism for parties to participate in the sale or resale of any ticket to a live 

394 event.  

395  (c) A ticket business shall not sell or resell, offer for sale or resale, or market or advertise 

396 for sale or resale a speculative ticket. This subsection shall not be construed to limit the sale of 

397 tickets for contingent future events, such as playoff games, or upgrade opportunities offered by 

398 venues or teams. 
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399  (d) A ticket business shall not resell, offer to resell, or market or advertise the resale of 

400 any ticket for a price greater than 110 per cent of the price of the original ticket; provided, 

401 however, that this subsection shall not apply to: (i) tickets for sporting events; or (ii) tickets 

402 under a written contract with the ticket issuer allowing for the resale of tickets at a price greater 

403 than 110 per cent of the price of the original ticket. Whenever applicable under this subsection, a 

404 ticket business shall disclose to consumers that the resale price of the ticket is limited to 110 per 

405 cent of the price of the original ticket. 

406  (e) A ticket business shall not charge more than 10 per cent of the listed price of the ticket 

407 for the service of listing for resale or providing a marketplace for the resale of a ticket. 

408  (f) A ticket business shall neither state nor imply that their exchange, website or reselling 

409 platform is affiliated with or endorsed by a venue, team or entertainer, including by using such 

410 words as ‘official’ in promotional materials, social media promotions, search engine 

411 optimization, paid advertising, or website addresses, unless the ticket business has the express 

412 written consent of the venue, team or entertainer.  

413  (g) If a ticket business provides information about the number or percentage of available 

414 tickets for a given event, the information shall not mislead customers about the availability of 

415 tickets for sale by the ticket business or on the platforms of other ticket businesses.   

416  (h) The office of consumer affairs and business regulation may promulgate regulations to 

417 implement this section.  

418  (i) The attorney general may bring an action pursuant to section 4 of chapter 93A against 

419 a ticket business or otherwise to remedy violations of this section and for other relief that may be 

420 appropriate.  
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421  SECTION 22. Section 32 of chapter 9 of the General Laws, as appearing in the 2024 

422 Official Edition, is hereby repealed. 

423  SECTION 23. Section 27 of chapter 23 of the General Laws, as appearing in the 2024 

424 Official Edition, is hereby amended by striking out, in lines 6 to 9, the words “subsection (c) of 

425 section 32 of chapter 9 and provided to the executive office of labor and workforce development 

426 by the state secretary pursuant to subsection (b) of said section 32 of said chapter 9” and 

427 inserting in place thereof the following words:- section 105E of chapter 149. 

428  SECTION 24. Subsection (a) of section 105E of chapter 149 of the General Laws, as 

429 appearing in the 2024 Official Edition, is hereby amended by striking out the definition of 

430 “Covered employer” and inserting in place thereof the following definition:-  

431  “Covered employer”, an employer with not less than 100 employees in the 

432 commonwealth at any time during the prior calendar year. 

433  SECTION 25. Said subsection (a) of said section 105E of said chapter 149, as so 

434 appearing, is hereby further amended by inserting after the word “category”, in line 13, the 

435 following words:- , or in a similar format issued by the executive office of labor and workforce 

436 development containing the same workforce demographic and pay data categorized by race, 

437 ethnicity, sex and job category.   

438  SECTION 26. Said subsection (a) of said section 105E of said chapter 149, as so 

439 appearing, is hereby further amended by inserting after the word “category”, in line 19, the 

440 following words:- , or in a similar format issued by the executive office of labor and workforce 

441 development containing the same workforce demographic and pay data categorized by race, 

442 ethnicity, sex and job category.   
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443  SECTION 27. Said subsection (a) of said section 105E of said chapter 149, as so 

444 appearing, is hereby further amended by inserting after the word “category”, in line 24, the 

445 following words:- , or in a similar format issued by the executive office of labor and workforce 

446 development containing the same workforce demographic and pay data categorized by race, 

447 ethnicity, sex and job category.   

448  SECTION 28. Said subsection (a) of said section 105E of said chapter 149, as so 

449 appearing, is hereby further amended by inserting after the word “category”, in line 29, the 

450 following words:- , or in a similar format issued by the executive office of labor and workforce 

451 development containing the same workforce demographic and pay data categorized by race, 

452 ethnicity, sex and job category. 

453  SECTION 29. Said subsection (a) of said section 105E of said chapter 149, as so 

454 appearing, is hereby further amended by striking out the definition of “State secretary”.     

455  SECTION 30. Subsection (b) of said section 105E of said chapter 149, as so appearing, is 

456 hereby amended by striking out, in lines 38 and 43, each time it appears, the word “federal”. 

457  SECTION 31. Said subsection (b) of said section 105E of said chapter 149, as so 

458 appearing, is hereby amended by striking out the words “state secretary” each time they appear, 

459 and inserting in place thereof, in each instance, the following words:- executive office of labor 

460 and workforce development. 

461  SECTION 32. Said subsection (b) of said section 105E of said chapter 149, as so 

462 appearing, is hereby further amended by striking out the words “pursuant to section 32 of chapter 

463 9” each time they appear. 
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464  SECTION 33. Said section 105E of said chapter 149, as so appearing, is hereby amended 

465 by striking out subsection (c) and inserting in place thereof the following subsection:-  

466  (c)(1) The executive office of labor and workforce development shall accept wage data 

467 reports filed by covered employers subject to the filing requirements of an EEO-1 data report, 

468 EEO-3 data report, EEO-4 data report or EEO-5 data report through the least restrictive means 

469 available, including, but not limited to, web portals, email submissions or paper forms.    

470    (2) The executive office of labor and workforce development may establish a web 

471 portal, sample email submission or paper form to facilitate the submission of the wage data 

472 reports by covered employers. 

473  SECTION 34. Clause (1) of subsection (d) of section 1.24 of chapter 156D of the General 

474 Laws, as appearing in the 2024 Official Edition, is hereby amended by striking out the words “of 

475 the articles of correction” and inserting in place thereof following words:- on which the articles 

476 of correction were filed. 

477  SECTION 35. Section 1.26 of said chapter 156D, as so appearing, is hereby amended by 

478 striking out, in lines 5 and 6, the words “after the return of the document to” and inserting in 

479 place thereof the following words:- after the secretary of state has given the notice required by 

480 subsection (c) of section 1.25 in. 

481  SECTION 36. The definition of “Authorized shares” in subsection (a) of section 1.40 of 

482 said chapter 156D, as so appearing, is hereby amended by inserting after the word “classes”, in 

483 line 8, the following words:- and series.  
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484  SECTION 37. The definition of “Distribution” in said subsection (a) of said section 1.40 

485 of said chapter 156D, as so appearing, is hereby amended by inserting after the words “benefit 

486 of”, in line 23, the following words:- any or all of.  

487  SECTION 38. The definition of “Nonfiling entity” in said subsection (a) of said section 

488 1.40 of said chapter 156D, as so appearing, is hereby amended by striking out the words “filed 

489 organizational document”, in line 71, and inserting in place thereof the following words:- public 

490 organic document. 

491  SECTION 39. The definition of “Principal office” in said subsection (a) of said section 

492 1.40 of said chapter 156D, as so appearing, is hereby amended by inserting after the words 

493 “annual report”, in line 98, the following words:- or a subsequent statement of change under 

494 section 5.02. 

495  SECTION 40. The definition of “Secretary” in said subsection (a) of said section 1.40 of 

496 said chapter 156D, as so appearing, is hereby amended by striking out the words “appointed 

497 under chapter 156B unless the corporation has also appointed a ‘secretary’ or the context 

498 otherwise requires”, in lines 123 to 125, and inserting in place thereof the following words:- 

499 unless the corporation has appointed another person as “clerk” to perform the functions of 

500 “secretary”. 

501  SECTION 41. Said subsection (a) of said section 1.40 of said chapter 156D, as so 

502 appearing, is hereby amended by striking out the definition of “Public corporation” and inserting 

503 in place thereof the following definition:- 

504  “Public corporation,” any corporation to which this chapter applies, and which has shares 

505 with voting power registered under the Securities Exchange Act of 1934; provided, that if a 
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506 corporation is subject to subsection (b) of section 8.06 at the time it ceases to have any shares 

507 with voting power so registered, such corporation shall nonetheless be deemed to be a public 

508 corporation for a period of twelve months following the time it ceased to have such shares 

509 registered. 

510  SECTION 42. Said subsection (a) of said section 1.40 of said chapter 156D, as so 

511 appearing, is hereby amended by striking out the definition of “Record date” and inserting in 

512 place thereof the following definition:- 

513  “Record date,” the date established under part 6 or part 7 hereof on which a corporation 

514 determines the identity of its shareholders for purposes of this chapter. 

515  SECTION 43. Said subsection (a) of said section 1.40 of said chapter 156D, as so 

516 appearing, is hereby amended by inserting the following new definition:- 

517  “Voting power,” the current power to vote in the election of directors. 

518  SECTION 44. Subsection (e) of section 1.41 of said chapter 156D, as so appearing, is 

519 hereby amended by striking out, in lines 40 and 41, the words “shown in its most recent annual 

520 report”. 

521  SECTION 45. Chapter 156D of the General Laws is hereby amended by inserting the 

522 following new sections:- 

523  Section 1.51. DEFINITIONS 

524  As used in sections 1.51 through 1.58, the following words shall have the following 

525 meanings, unless the context requires otherwise: 
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526  “Corporate action,” any action taken by or on behalf of the corporation, including any 

527 action taken by the incorporator, the board of directors, a committee of the board of directors, an 

528 officer or agent of the corporation or the shareholders.  

529  “Date of the defective corporate action,” the date (or the approximate date, if the exact 

530 date is unknown) the defective corporate action was purported to have been taken. 

531  “Defective corporate action,” (i) any corporate action purportedly taken that is, and at the 

532 time such corporate action was purportedly taken would have been, within the power of the 

533 corporation, but is void or voidable due to a failure of authorization, and (ii) an overissue. 

534  “Failure of authorization,” the failure to authorize, approve or otherwise effect a 

535 corporate action in compliance with the provisions of this chapter, the articles of organization or 

536 bylaws, a corporate resolution or any plan or agreement to which the corporation is a party, if 

537 and to the extent such failure would render such corporate action void or voidable. 

538  “Overissue,” the purported issuance of: 

539  (i) shares of a class or series in excess of the number of shares of a class or series the 

540 corporation has the power to issue under section 6.01 at the time of such issuance; or 

541  (ii) shares of any class or series that is not then authorized for issuance by the articles of 

542 organization. 

543  “Putative shares,” the shares of any class or series (including shares issued upon exercise 

544 of rights, options, warrants or other securities convertible into shares of the corporation, or 

545 interests with respect to such shares) that were created or issued as a result of a defective 



28 of 102 

546 corporate action, that (i) but for any failure of authorization would constitute valid shares, or (ii) 

547 cannot be determined by the board of directors to be valid shares. 

548  “Valid shares,” the shares of any class or series that have been duly authorized and 

549 validly issued in accordance with this chapter, including as a result of ratification or validation 

550 under sections 1.51 through 1.58. 

551  “Validation effective time” with respect to any defective corporate action ratified under 

552 sections 1.51 through 1.58 means the later of: 

553  (i) the time at which the ratification of the defective corporate action is approved by the 

554 shareholders, or if approval of shareholders is not required, the time at which the notice required 

555 by section 1.55 becomes effective in accordance with section 1.41; and 

556  (ii) the time at which any articles of validation filed in accordance with section 1.57 

557 become effective. 

558  The validation effective time shall not be affected by the filing or pendency of a judicial 

559 proceeding under section 1.58 or otherwise, unless otherwise ordered by the court. 

560  Section 1.52. DEFECTIVE CORPORATE ACTIONS 

561  (a) A defective corporate action shall not be void or voidable if ratified in accordance 

562 with section 1.53 or validated in accordance with section 1.58. 

563  (b) Ratification under section 1.53 or validation under section 1.58 shall not be deemed to 

564 be the exclusive means of ratifying or validating any defective corporate action, and the absence 

565 or failure of ratification in accordance with sections 1.51 through 1.58 shall not, of itself, affect 

566 the validity or effectiveness of any corporate action properly ratified under common law or 
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567 otherwise, nor shall it create a presumption that any such corporate action is or was a defective 

568 corporate action or void or voidable. 

569  (c) In the case of an overissue, putative shares shall be valid shares effective as of the 

570 date originally issued or purportedly issued upon: 

571  (1) the effectiveness under sections 1.51 through 1.58 and under part 10 of an amendment 

572 to the articles of organization authorizing, designating or creating such shares; or  

573  (2) the effectiveness of any other corporate action under sections 1.51 through 1.58 

574 ratifying the authorization, designation or creation of such shares. 

575  Section 1.53. RATIFICATION OF DEFECTIVE CORPORATE ACTIONS 

576  (a) To ratify a defective corporate action under this section (other than the ratification of 

577 an election of the initial board of directors under subsection (b)), the board of directors shall take 

578 action ratifying the action in accordance with section 1.54, stating: 

579  (1) the defective corporate action to be ratified and, if the defective corporate action 

580 involved the issuance of putative shares, the number and type of putative shares purportedly 

581 issued; 

582  (2) the date of the defective corporate action; 

583  (3) the nature of the failure of authorization with respect to the defective corporate action 

584 to be ratified; and 

585  (4) that the board of directors approves the ratification of the defective corporate action. 
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586  (b) In the event that a defective corporate action to be ratified relates to the organizational 

587 meeting of the incorporators or of the initial board of directors of the corporation under 

588 subsection (a) of section 2.05, a majority of the persons who, at the time of the ratification, are 

589 exercising the powers of directors may take an action stating: 

590  (1) the name of the person or persons who first took action in the name of the corporation 

591 as the incorporators or the initial board of directors of the corporation; 

592  (2) the earlier of the date on which such persons first took such action or purported to 

593 have taken such action; and 

594  (3) that the ratification of such action is approved. 

595  (c) If any provision of this chapter, the articles of organization or bylaws, any corporate 

596 resolution or any plan or agreement to which the corporation is a party in effect at the time action 

597 under subsection (a) is taken requires shareholder approval or would have required shareholder 

598 approval at the date of the occurrence of the defective corporate action, the ratification of the 

599 defective corporate action approved in the action taken by the directors under subsection (a) shall 

600 be submitted to the shareholders for approval in accordance with section 1.54.  

601  (d) Unless otherwise provided in the action taken by the board of directors under 

602 subsection (a), after the action by the board of directors has been taken and, if required, approved 

603 by the shareholders, the board of directors may abandon the ratification at any time before the 

604 validation effective time without further action of the shareholders.  

605  Section 1.54. ACTION ON RATIFICATION 
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606  (a) The quorum and voting requirements applicable to a ratifying action by the board of 

607 directors under subsection (a) of section 1.53 shall be the quorum and voting requirements 

608 applicable to the corporate action proposed to be ratified at the time such ratifying action is 

609 taken. 

610  (b) If the ratification of the defective corporate action requires approval by the 

611 shareholders under subsection (c) of section 1.53, and if the approval is to be given at a meeting, 

612 the corporation shall notify each holder of valid and putative shares, regardless of whether 

613 entitled to vote, as of the record date for notice of the meeting and as of the date of the 

614 occurrence of defective corporate action, provided that notice shall not be required to be given to 

615 holders of valid or putative shares whose identities or addresses for notice cannot be determined 

616 from the records of the corporation. The notice must state that the purpose, or one of the 

617 purposes, of the meeting, is to consider ratification of a defective corporate action and must be 

618 accompanied by (i) either a copy of the action taken by the board of directors in accordance with 

619 subsection (a) of section 1.53 or the information required by paragraphs (1) through (4) of 

620 subsection (a) of section 1.53, and (ii) a statement that any claim that the ratification of such 

621 defective corporate action and any putative shares issued as a result of such defective corporate 

622 action should not be effective, or should be effective only on certain conditions, shall be brought 

623 within 120 days from the applicable validation effective time.  

624  (c) Except as provided in subsection (d) with respect to the voting requirements to ratify 

625 the election of a director, the quorum and voting requirements applicable to the approval by the 

626 shareholders required by subsection (c) of section 1.53 shall be the quorum and voting 

627 requirements applicable to the corporate action proposed to be ratified at the time of such 

628 shareholder approval. 
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629  (d) The approval by shareholders to ratify the election of a director requires that the votes 

630 cast within the voting group favoring such ratification exceed the votes cast opposing such 

631 ratification of the election at a meeting at which a quorum is present. 

632  (e) Putative shares on the record date for determining the shareholders entitled to vote on 

633 any matter submitted to shareholders under subsection (c) of section 1.53 (and without giving 

634 effect to any ratification of putative shares that becomes effective as a result of such vote) shall 

635 neither be entitled to vote nor counted for quorum purposes in any vote to approve the 

636 ratification of any defective corporate action. 

637  (f) If the approval under this section of putative shares would result in an overissue, in 

638 addition to the approval required by section 1.53, approval of an amendment to the articles of 

639 organization under part 10 to increase the number of shares of an authorized class or series or to 

640 authorize the creation of a class or series of shares so there would be no overissue shall also be 

641 required.  

642  Section 1.55. NOTICE REQUIREMENTS 

643  (a) Unless shareholder approval is required under subsection (c) of section 1.53, prompt 

644 notice of an action taken under section 1.53 shall be given to each holder of valid and putative 

645 shares, regardless of whether entitled to vote, as of (i) the date of such action by the board of 

646 directors and (ii) the date of the defective corporate action ratified, provided that notice shall not 

647 be required to be given to holders of valid and putative shares whose identities or addresses for 

648 notice cannot be determined from the records of the corporation.  

649  (b) The notice must contain (i) either a copy of the action taken by the board of directors 

650 in accordance with subsection (a) or subsection (b) of section 1.53 or the information required by 
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651 paragraphs (1) through (4) of subsection (a) of section 1.53 or paragraphs (1) through (3) of 

652 subsection (b) of section 1.53, as applicable, and (ii) a statement that any claim that the 

653 ratification of the defective corporate action and any putative shares issued as a result of such 

654 defective corporate action should not be effective, or should be effective only on certain 

655 conditions, shall be brought within 120 days from the applicable validation effective time. 

656  (c) No notice under this section is required with respect to any action required to be 

657 submitted to shareholders for approval under subsection (c) of section 1.53 if notice is given in 

658 accordance with subsection (b) of section 1.54. 

659  (d) A notice required by this section may be given in any manner permitted by section 

660 1.41 and, for any corporation subject to the reporting requirements of Section 13 or 15(d) of the 

661 Securities Exchange Act of 1934, may be given by means of a filing or furnishing of such notice 

662 with the United States Securities and Exchange Commission. 

663  Section 1.56. EFFECT OF RATIFICATION 

664  From and after the validation effective time, and without regard to the 120-day period 

665 during which a claim may be brought under section 1.58: 

666  (a) Each defective corporate action ratified in accordance with section 1.53 shall not be 

667 void or voidable as a result of the failure of authorization identified in the action taken under 

668 section subsection (a) or subsection (b) of section 1.53 and shall be deemed a valid corporate 

669 action effective as of the date of the defective corporate action; 

670  (b) The issuance of each putative share or fraction of a putative share purportedly issued 

671 pursuant to a defective corporate action identified in the action taken under section 1.53 shall not 
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672 be void or voidable, and each such putative share or fraction of a putative share shall be deemed 

673 to be an identical share or fraction of a valid share as of the time it was purportedly issued; and  

674  (c) Any corporate action taken subsequent to the defective corporate action ratified in 

675 accordance with sections 1.51 through 1.58 in reliance on such defective corporate action having 

676 been validly effected and any subsequent defective corporate action resulting directly or 

677 indirectly from such original defective corporate action shall be valid as of the time taken.  

678  Section 1.57. FILINGS 

679  (a) If the defective corporate action ratified under sections 1.51 through 1.58 would have 

680 required under any other section of this chapter a filing in accordance with this chapter, then, 

681 regardless of whether a filing was previously made in respect of such defective corporate action 

682 and in lieu of a filing otherwise required by this chapter, the corporation shall file articles of 

683 validation in accordance with this section, and such articles of validation shall serve to amend or 

684 substitute for any other filing with respect to such defective corporate action required by this 

685 chapter.  

686  (b) The articles of validation must set forth: 

687  (1) the defective corporate action that is the subject of the articles of validation 

688 (including, in the case of any defective corporate action involving the issuance of putative shares, 

689 the number and type of putative shares issued and the date or dates upon which such putative 

690 shares were purported to have been issued);  

691  (2) the date of the defective corporate action; 

692  (3) the nature of the failure of authorization in respect of the defective corporate action; 
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693  (4) a statement that the defective corporate action was ratified in accordance with section 

694 1.53, including the date on which the board of directors ratified such defective corporate action 

695 and the date, if any, on which the shareholders approved the ratification of such defective 

696 corporate action; and 

697  (5) the information required by subsection (c). 

698  (c) The articles of validation must also contain the following information: 

699  (1) if a filing was previously made in respect of the defective corporate action and no 

700 changes to such filing are required to give effect to the ratification of such defective corporate 

701 action in accordance with section 1.53, the articles of validation must set forth (i) the name, title 

702 and filing date of the filing previously made and any articles of correction to that filing and (ii) a 

703 statement that a copy of the filing previously made, together with any articles of correction to 

704 that filing, is attached as an exhibit to the articles of validation; 

705  (2) if a filing was previously made in respect of the defective corporate action and such 

706 filing requires any change to give effect to the ratification of such defective corporate action in 

707 accordance with section 1.53, the articles of validation must set forth (i) the name, title and filing 

708 date of the filing previously made and any articles of correction to that filing and (ii) a statement 

709 that a filing containing all of the information required to be included under the applicable section 

710 or sections of this chapter to give effect to such defective corporate action is attached as an 

711 exhibit to the articles of validation, and (iii) the date and time that such filing is deemed to have 

712 become effective; or 

713  (3) if a filing was not previously made in respect of the defective corporate action and the 

714 defective corporate action ratified under section 1.53 would have required a filing under any 



36 of 102 

715 other section of this chapter, the articles of validation must set forth (i) a statement that a filing 

716 containing all of the information required to be included under the applicable section or sections 

717 of this chapter to give effect to such defective corporate action is attached as an exhibit to the 

718 articles of validation, and (ii) the date and time that such filing is deemed to have become 

719 effective. 

720  Section 1.58. JUDICIAL PROCEEDINGS REGARDING VALIDITY OF 

721 CORPORATE ACTIONS 

722  (a) Upon application by the corporation, any successor entity to the corporation, a 

723 director of the corporation, any shareholder or any beneficial owner of shares of the corporation, 

724 including any such shareholder or beneficial owner as of the date of the defective corporate 

725 action ratified under section 1.53, or any other person claiming to be substantially and adversely 

726 affected by a ratification under section 1.53, the superior court located in the county set forth in 

727 section 14.31 may: 

728  (1) determine the validity and effectiveness of any corporate action or defective corporate 

729 action; 

730  (2) determine the validity and effectiveness of any ratification under section 1.53; 

731  (3) determine the validity of any putative shares; and 

732  (4) modify or waive any of the procedures specified in section 1.53 or section 1.54 to 

733 ratify a defective corporate action. 
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734  (b) In connection with an action under this section, the court may make such findings or 

735 orders, and take into account any factors or considerations, regarding such matters as it deems 

736 proper under the circumstances. 

737  (c) Service of process of the application under subsection (a) on the corporation may be 

738 made in any manner provided by statute of this state or by rule of the applicable court for service 

739 on the corporation, and no other party need be joined in order for the court to adjudicate the 

740 matter. In an action filed by the corporation, the court may require notice of the action be 

741 provided to other persons specified by the court and permit such other persons to intervene in the 

742 action. 

743  (d) Notwithstanding any other provision of this section or otherwise under applicable 

744 law, any action asserting that the ratification of any defective corporate action and any putative 

745 shares issued as a result of such defective corporate action should not be effective, or should be 

746 effective only on certain conditions, shall be brought within 120 days of the validation effective 

747 time.  

748  SECTION 46. Subclause (iii) of clause (1) of subsection (b) of section 2.02 of chapter 

749 156D of the General Laws, as appearing in the 2024 Official Edition, is hereby amended by 

750 striking out, in line 15, the words “or any class thereof”. 

751  SECTION 47. Subclause (iv) of said clause (1) of said subsection (b) of said section 2.02 

752 of said chapter 156D, as so appearing, is hereby amended by inserting after the words “or 

753 classes”, in line 16, the following words:- or series. 

754  SECTION 48. Subclause 3 of said subsection (b) of said section 2.02 of said chapter 

755 156D, as so appearing, is hereby further amended by striking out, in line 26, the word “and”. 
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756  SECTION 49. Said subsection (b) of said section 2.02 of said chapter 156D, as so 

757 appearing, is hereby further amended by striking out clause (4) and inserting in place thereof the 

758 following 3 clauses:-  

759  (4) a provision eliminating or limiting the personal liability of a director to the 

760 corporation or its shareholders for monetary damages for breach of fiduciary duty as a director 

761 notwithstanding any provision of law imposing such liability; but the provision shall not 

762 eliminate or limit the liability of a director (i) for any breach of the director’s duty of loyalty to 

763 the corporation or its shareholders, (ii) for acts or omissions not in good faith or which involve 

764 intentional misconduct or a knowing violation of law, (iii) for improper distributions under 

765 section 6.40, or (iv) for any transaction from which the director derived an improper personal 

766 benefit; 

767  (5) a provision eliminating or limiting the personal liability of an officer to the 

768 shareholders for monetary damages in a claim by a shareholder, except a claim in the right of the 

769 corporation, for breach of fiduciary duty as an officer notwithstanding any provision of law 

770 imposing such liability; but the provision shall not eliminate or limit the liability of a director (i) 

771 for any breach of the officer’s duty of loyalty to the corporation or its shareholders, (ii) for acts 

772 or omissions not in good faith or which involve intentional misconduct or a knowing violation of 

773 law, or (iii) any transaction from which the officer derived an improper personal benefit; and 

774  (6) a provision limiting or eliminating any duty of a director or any other person to offer 

775 the corporation the right to have or participate in any, or one or more classes or categories of, 

776 business opportunities, before the pursuit or taking of the opportunity by the director or other 

777 person; provided that any application of such a provision to an officer or a related person of that 
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778 officer (i) also requires approval by the board of directors and (ii) may be limited by the 

779 authorizing action of the board. 

780  SECTION 50. Said section 2.02 of said chapter 156D, as so appearing, is hereby further 

781 amended by adding the following 2 subsections:- 

782  (e) For purposes of clause (5) of subsection (b), unless the articles of organization 

783 otherwise provide, “officer” means an individual appointed or elected in accordance with section 

784 8.40 as (i) president, chief executive officer, chief operating officer, chief financial officer, chief 

785 legal officer, secretary, controller, treasurer or chief accounting officer of the corporation; and 

786 (ii) any officer of the corporation designated by action of the board of directors as an “officer” 

787 for purposes of clause (5) of subsection (b). The board of directors may from time to time by 

788 action determine that one or more of the officers designated in accordance with subclause (ii) of 

789 subsection (e) shall no longer be an “officer” for purposes of clause (5) of subsection (b), but no 

790 such action shall be effective as to any such officer, or any act or omission of any such officer, 

791 prior to the adoption of such action. 

792  (f) The authority provided by clauses (4) and (5) of subsection (b)and, unless the articles 

793 of organization otherwise provide, a provision of the articles of organization adopted pursuant to 

794 clauses (4) and (5) of subsection (b) shall not limit the authority of a corporation to exculpate a 

795 director, officer or other person to the extent otherwise permissible as a matter of law. 

796  SECTION 51. Section 2.05 of said chapter 156D, as so appearing, is hereby amended by 

797 striking out, in lines 6 and 11, each time it appears, the word “by-laws” and inserting in place 

798 thereof the following word:- bylaws. 
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799  SECTION 52. Clause (2) of subsection (a) of section 2.05 of said chapter 156D, as so 

800 appearing, is hereby amended by striking out the words “the initial directors named in the articles 

801 of organization” and inserting in place thereof the following words:- the directors, president, 

802 treasurer and secretary named in the articles of organization shall be the initial directors, 

803 president, treasurer and secretary and the initial directors. 

804  SECTION 53. Said clause (2) of said subsection (a) of said section 2.05 of said chapter 

805 156D, as so appearing, is hereby further amended by striking out the words “shall be elected” 

806 and inserting in place thereof the following words:- may be elected to replace the initial 

807 president, treasurer and secretary. 

808  SECTION 54. Subsection (c) of said section 2.05 of said chapter 156D, as so appearing, 

809 is hereby amended by striking out, in line 20, the word “and” and inserting in place thereof the 

810 following word:- or. 

811  SECTION 55. Chapter 156D of the General Laws is hereby amended by striking out 

812 section 2.07 and inserting in place thereof the following section:-  

813  Section 2.07. EMERGENCY BYLAWS 

814  (a) Unless the articles of organization provide otherwise, the bylaws may contain 

815 provisions to be effective only during an emergency. Such provisions may only be adopted in 

816 advance of an emergency. The emergency bylaws may contain all provisions necessary for 

817 managing the corporation during the emergency, including:  

818  (1) procedures for calling a meeting of the board of directors;  

819  (2) quorum requirements for the meeting; and 
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820  (3) designation of additional or substitute directors.  

821  (b) All provisions of the regular bylaws not inconsistent with the emergency bylaws 

822 remain effective during the emergency.  

823  (c) Corporate action taken in good faith in accordance with the emergency bylaws: 

824  (1) binds the corporation; and  

825  (2) may not be used to impose liability as a result of any such action on a director, officer, 

826 employee or agent of the corporation.  

827  (d) An emergency exists for purposes of this section if a quorum of the board of directors 

828 cannot readily be assembled because of some catastrophic event. 

829  SECTION 56. Chapter 156D of the General Laws is hereby amended by inserting after 

830 section 2.07 the following new section:-  

831  Section 2.08. FORUM SELECTION PROVISIONS 

832  (a) The articles of organization or the bylaws may require that any or all internal 

833 corporate claims shall be brought exclusively in any specified court or courts of the 

834 commonwealth and, if so specified, in any additional courts in the commonwealth or in any other 

835 jurisdictions with which the corporation has a reasonable relationship. 

836  (b) A provision of the articles of organization or bylaws adopted under subsection (a) 

837 shall not have the effect of conferring jurisdiction on any court or over any person or claim, and 

838 shall not apply if none of the courts specified by such provision has the requisite personal and 

839 subject matter jurisdiction. If the court or courts of the commonwealth specified in a provision 
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840 adopted under subsection (a) do not have the requisite personal and subject matter jurisdiction 

841 and another court of the commonwealth does have such jurisdiction, then the internal corporate 

842 claim may be brought in such other court of the commonwealth, notwithstanding that such other 

843 court of the commonwealth is not specified in such provision, and in any other court specified in 

844 such provision that has the requisite jurisdiction. 

845  (c) No provision of the articles of organization or the bylaws may prohibit bringing an 

846 internal corporate claim in the courts of the commonwealth or require such claims to be 

847 determined by arbitration. 

848  (d) “Internal corporate claim” means, for the purposes of this section, (i) any claim that is 

849 based upon a violation of a duty under the laws of this state by a current or former director, 

850 officer or shareholder in such capacity; (ii) any derivative proceeding brought on behalf of the 

851 corporation; (iii) any action asserting a claim arising pursuant to any provision of this chapter or 

852 the articles of organization or bylaws, or (iv) any action asserting a claim governed by the 

853 internal affairs doctrine that is not included in (i) through (iii) above. 

854  SECTION 57. Clause (6) of subsection (a) of section 3.02 of chapter 156D of the General 

855 Laws, as appearing in the 2024 Official Edition, is hereby amended by striking out the words 

856 “any other entity” and inserting in place thereof the following words:- any other domestic 

857 business corporation, any domestic nonprofit corporation, any foreign business or nonprofit 

858 corporation or any other entity. 

859  SECTION 58. Clause (12) of said subsection (a) of said section 3.02 of said chapter 

860 156D, as so appearing, is hereby amended by striking out the words “any other corporation or 

861 entity” and inserting in place thereof the following words:- any other domestic business 
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862 corporation, domestic nonprofit corporation, foreign business or nonprofit corporation or any 

863 other entity. 

864  SECTION 59. Subsection (b) of said section 3.02 of said chapter 156D, as so appearing, 

865 is hereby amended by striking out, in lines 57 and 60, each time it appears, the word “stock” and 

866 inserting in place thereof the following word:- shares. 

867  SECTION 60. Chapter 156D of the General Laws is hereby amended by striking out 

868 section 3.03 and inserting in place thereof the following section:-  

869  Section 3.03. EMERGENCY POWERS 

870  (a) During an emergency, unless emergency bylaws provide otherwise: 

871  (1) notice of a meeting of the board of directors need be given only to those directors 

872 whom it is practicable to reach and may be given in any practicable manner; and  

873  (2) one or more officers of the corporation present at a meeting of the board of directors 

874 may be deemed to be directors for the meeting, in order of rank and within the same rank in 

875 order of seniority, to the extent necessary to achieve a quorum.  

876  (b) During an emergency, unless emergency bylaws provide otherwise, the board of 

877 directors may postpone a meeting of shareholders for which notice has been given or authorize 

878 shareholders to participate in a meeting by any means of remote communication that conforms 

879 with section 7.08. The corporation shall give notice to shareholders, by such means and with 

880 such shorter advance notice as are reasonable in the circumstances, of any such postponement, 

881 including any new date, time, or place, and describe any means of remote communication to be 

882 used.  
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883  (c) Corporate action taken in good faith under this section during an emergency to further 

884 the business and affairs of the corporation:  

885  (1) binds the corporation; and  

886  (2) may not be used to impose liability as a result of any such action on a director, officer, 

887 employee or agent of the corporation.  

888  (d) An emergency exists for purposes of subsection (a) if a quorum of the board of 

889 directors cannot readily be assembled because of some catastrophic event, and for purposes of 

890 subsection (b) if, because of some catastrophic event, it is impracticable to convene a meeting of 

891 shareholders in accordance with this chapter or the bylaws or as specified in a notice for the 

892 meeting previously given. 

893  SECTION 61. Subsection (a) of section 4.01 of said chapter 156D, as so appearing, is 

894 hereby amended by striking out paragraph (1) and inserting in place thereof the following 

895 paragraph:-  

896  (1) shall contain the word “corporation,” “incorporated,” “company,” or “limited” or the 

897 abbreviation “corp.,” “inc.,” “co.,” or “ltd.,” or words or abbreviations of like import in another 

898 language; and 

899  SECTION 62. Chapter 156D of the General Laws is hereby amended by striking out 

900 section 5.01 and inserting in place thereof the following section:- 

901  Section 5.01. REGISTERED OFFICE AND REGISTERED AGENT 

902  Each corporation shall continuously maintain in the commonwealth: 
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903  (1) a registered office that may, but need not, be the same as any of its places of business; 

904  and 

905  (2) a registered agent, who may be:  

906  (i) an individual, who resides in the commonwealth and whose business office is identical 

907 with the registered office;  

908  (ii) a domestic business corporation, domestic nonprofit corporation, domestic limited 

909 liability company, domestic limited partnership or domestic limited liability partnership whose 

910 business office is identical with the registered office; or 

911  (iii) a foreign corporation, foreign nonprofit corporation, foreign limited liability 

912 company, foreign limited partnership or foreign limited liability partnership authorized to 

913 transact business in the commonwealth whose business office is identical with the registered 

914 office.  

915  SECTION 63. Subsection (a) of section 6.01 of chapter 156D of the General Laws, as 

916 appearing in the 2024 Official Edition, is hereby amended by striking out the second sentence 

917 and inserting in place thereof the following 2 sentences:- The articles of organization also shall, 

918 before the issuance of any shares of a class or series, prescribe the number of authorized shares 

919 of the class or series and its distinguishing designation, preferences, limitations and relative 

920 rights. All shares of a class or series must have a distinguishing designation and preferences, 

921 limitations and relative rights that are identical with those of other shares of the same class or 

922 series. 
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923  SECTION 64. Subsection (d) of section 6.02 of said chapter 156D, as so appearing, is 

924 hereby amended by striking out, in line 42, the word “recision” and inserting in place thereof the 

925 following word:- rescission. 

926  SECTION 65. Section 6.23 of said chapter 156D, as so appearing, is hereby amended by 

927 striking out subsection (b) and inserting in place thereof the following subsection:- 

928  (b) Shares of 1 class or series shall not be issued as a share dividend in respect of shares 

929 of another class or series unless (1) the articles of organization so authorize, (2) the holders of 

930 shares entitled to cast a majority of all the votes entitled to be cast by the class or series to be 

931 issued approve the issue, or (3) there are no outstanding shares of the class or series to be issued. 

932 In addition, shares of a class or series having preference over another class or series with respect 

933 to distributions, including dividends and distributions upon the dissolution of the corporation, 

934 shall not be issued as a share dividend in respect of shares of such other class or series if there 

935 are at the time any outstanding shares of any third class or series as to which the shares then to be 

936 issued have a right with respect to distributions which is prior, superior or substantially equal 

937 unless (1) the articles of organization so authorize, or (2) the holders of shares entitled to cast a 

938 majority of all the votes entitled to be cast by the outstanding shares of such third class or series 

939 approve the issue. 

940  SECTION 66. Section 6.30 of said chapter 156D, as so appearing, is hereby amended by 

941 striking out subsection (a) and inserting in place thereof the following subsection:- 

942  (a) The shareholders of a corporation shall not have a preemptive right to acquire the 

943 corporation’s unissued shares except to the extent the articles of organization so provide. 
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944  SECTION 67. Subsection (f) of section 6.40 of said chapter 156D, as so appearing, is 

945 hereby amended by striking out the words “subordinated by agreement” and inserting in place 

946 thereof the following words:- the indebtedness is expressly made subordinate. 

947  SECTION 68. Subsection (f) of section 6.41 of said chapter 156D, as so appearing, is 

948 hereby amended by striking out clauses (2) and (3) and inserting in place thereof the following 2 

949 clauses:-  

950  (2) in the case of a distribution in liquidation by a corporation in dissolution under part 

951 14, the later of (i) the date on which the effect of the challenged distribution would have been 

952 measured under subsection (e) or subsection (g) of section 6.40 if it had not been a distribution in 

953 liquidation and (ii) 6 months after the end of the 3-year period referred to in subsection (d); or 

954  (3) in the case of a distribution in liquidation by a corporation not in dissolution under 

955 part 14, as described in the second clause of the last sentence of subsection (h) of section 6.40, 3 

956 years after the date on which the effect of the challenged distribution would have been measured 

957 under subsection (e) or subsection (g) of section 6.40 if it had not been a distribution in 

958 liquidation. 

959  SECTION 69. Section 7.04 of said chapter 156D, as so appearing, is hereby amended by 

960 striking out the words “consent of the required number of shareholders” and inserting in place 

961 thereof the following words:- consent of shareholders having the required number of votes.  

962  SECTION 70. Said section 7.04 of said chapter 156D, as so appearing, is hereby further 

963 amended by striking out subsection (d) and inserting in place thereof the following 2 

964 subsections:-  



48 of 102 

965  (d) If: (1) this chapter requires that notice of a proposed action be given to nonvoting 

966 shareholders and the action is to be taken by written consent of the voting shareholders, or (2) 

967 action is taken by less than unanimous written consent of the voting shareholders, then the 

968 corporation shall give its nonvoting shareholders or its non-consenting voting shareholders, as 

969 the case may be, written notice of the action not more than 7 days after written consents 

970 sufficient to take the action have been delivered to the corporation. The notice must reasonably 

971 describe the action taken and contain or be accompanied by the same material that, under any 

972 provision of this chapter, would have been required to be sent to nonvoting shareholders or to 

973 voting shareholders, as the case may be, in a notice of a meeting at which the proposed action 

974 would have been submitted to the shareholders for action. 

975  (e) The notice requirements in subsection (d) shall not delay the effectiveness of actions 

976 taken by written consent, and a failure to comply with such notice requirements shall not 

977 invalidate actions taken by written consent, provided that this subsection shall not be deemed to 

978 limit judicial power to fashion any appropriate remedy in favor of a shareholder adversely 

979 affected by a failure to give such notice within the required time period. 

980  SECTION 71. Subsection (c) of section 7.07 of said chapter 156D, as so appearing, is 

981 hereby amended by striking out the words “the date fixed for the original meeting” and inserting 

982 in place thereof the following words:- the record date fixed for the original meeting. 

983  SECTION 72. Paragraph (2) of section 7.08 of said chapter 156D, as so appearing, is 

984 hereby amended by striking out, in lines 16 and 24, each time it appears, the word “stockholder” 

985 and inserting in its place thereof the following word:- shareholder. 
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986  SECTION 73. Section 7.27 of said chapter 156D, as so appearing, is hereby amended by 

987 striking out subsection (b) and inserting in place thereof the following subsection:- 

988  (b) If any provision of this chapter requires the affirmative vote of more than a majority 

989 of all the votes entitled to be cast on a matter by any voting group, the articles of organization 

990 may provide that action may be taken by the affirmative vote of a lesser proportion than this 

991 chapter specifies, but not less than a majority of all the votes entitled to be cast on the matter by 

992 the voting group. 

993  SECTION 74. Section 7.44 of said chapter 156D, as so appearing, is hereby amended by 

994 striking out subsection (a) and inserting in place thereof the following subsection:-  

995  (a) A derivative proceeding shall be dismissed by the court on motion by the corporation 

996 if the court finds that either: (1) 1 of the groups specified in clause (1) of subsection (b), clause 

997 (2) of subsection (b) or subsection (f) has determined in good faith after conducting a reasonable 

998 inquiry upon which its conclusions are based that the maintenance of the derivative proceeding is 

999 not in the best interests of the corporation; or (2) shareholders specified in clause (3) of 

1000 subsection (b) have determined that the maintenance of the derivative proceeding is not in the 

1001 best interests of the corporation. 

1002  SECTION 75. Subsection (b) of said section 7.44 of said chapter 156D, as so appearing, 

1003 is hereby amended by striking out clause (3) and inserting in place thereof the following clause:-  

1004  (3) the affirmative vote of a majority of all the votes entitled to be cast on the matter at a 

1005 meeting at which a quorum exists, not including votes cast by holders of shares owned by or 

1006 voted under the control of a shareholder or related person who has or had a beneficial financial 

1007 interest in the act or omission complained of or other interest therein that would reasonably be 
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1008 expected to exert an influence on that shareholder's or related person's judgment if called upon to 

1009 vote in the determination, with shares entitled to cast a majority of all the votes entitled to be cast 

1010 on the matter and entitled to be counted under this clause (3) constituting a quorum for the 

1011 purpose of this clause. 

1012  SECTION 76. Said section 7.44 of said chapter 156D, as so appearing, is hereby 

1013 amended by striking out subsection (e) and inserting in place thereof the following subsection:-  

1014  (e) If a majority of the board of directors does not consist of independent directors at the 

1015 time the determination by independent directors is made, the corporation shall have the burden of 

1016 proving that the requirements of subsection (a) have been met and that the determination that 

1017 maintenance of the derivative proceeding is not in the best interests of the corporation was 

1018 reasonable and principled. If a majority of the board of directors consists of independent 

1019 directors at the time the determination by independent directors is made or if the determination is 

1020 made by shareholders pursuant to clause (3) of subsection (b) or by a panel appointed pursuant to 

1021 subsection (f), the plaintiff shall have the burden of proving that the requirements of subsection 

1022 (a) have not been met. 

1023  SECTION 77. Subsection (b) of section 8.06 of said chapter 156D, as so appearing, is 

1024 hereby amended by striking out, in line 40, the word “stock” and inserting in place thereof the 

1025 following word:- shares. 

1026  SECTION 78. Clause (1) of subsection (c) of said section 8.06 of said chapter 156D, as 

1027 so appearing, is hereby amended by striking out the words “unless the board of directors of the 

1028 public corporation, or the shareholders of the corporation by a vote of two-thirds of each class of 

1029 stock outstanding at a meeting duly called for the purpose of the vote, shall adopt a vote 
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1030 providing that the corporation elects to be exempt from the provisions of subsection (b)” and 

1031 inserting in place thereof the following words:- unless (i) the board of directors of the public 

1032 corporation shall have elected to be exempt from the provisions of subsection (b), or (ii) holders 

1033 of shares of each class or series of the corporation that has voting power, voting as separate 

1034 voting groups if required by the articles of organization, at a meeting duly called for the purpose, 

1035 shall have so elected by vote of two-thirds of all the votes entitled to be cast by the voting group.  

1036  SECTION 79. Said clause (1) of said subsection (c) of said section 8.06 of said chapter 

1037 156D, as so appearing, is hereby further amended by inserting after the first sentence the 

1038 following sentence:- A vote by which the corporation elected to be exempt from the provisions 

1039 of subsection (b) of section 50A of chapter 156B shall constitute such a vote. 

1040  SECTION 80. Clause (2) of said subsection (c) of said section 8.06 of said chapter 156D, 

1041 as so appearing, is hereby amended by striking out the second sentence and inserting in place 

1042 thereof the following sentence:- In the event that any public corporation shall have so elected by 

1043 a vote of shareholders pursuant to clause (1) of this subsection, the public corporation may at any 

1044 time thereafter, by a vote or votes cast by holders of two-thirds of all shares having voting power 

1045 that would satisfy the requirements of clause (1) if it were applicable, elect to be subject to the 

1046 provisions of subsection (b). 

1047  SECTION 81. Subsection (d) of said section 8.06 of said chapter 156D, as so appearing, 

1048 is hereby amended by striking out the words “a majority of the shares outstanding and entitled to 

1049 vote in the election of directors” and inserting in place thereof the following words:- holders of 

1050 shares with voting power casting a majority of all the votes entitled to be cast by such holders, 

1051 voting as a single group. 
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1052  SECTION 82. Section 8.10 of said chapter 156D, as so appearing, is hereby amended by 

1053 striking out the word “by-laws” and inserting in place thereof the following word:- bylaws. 

1054  SECTION 83. Chapter 156D of the General Laws is hereby amended by striking out 

1055 section 8.21 and inserting in place thereof the following section:- 

1056  Section 8.21. ACTION WITHOUT MEETING 

1057  (a) Unless the articles of organization or bylaws provide that action required or permitted 

1058 by this chapter to be taken by the directors may be taken only at a meeting, the action may be 

1059 taken without a meeting if each director signs a consent describing the action to be taken and it is 

1060 delivered to the corporation or as the corporation directs for inclusion in the corporate records. 

1061  (b) Action taken under this section is effective when one or more consents signed by all 

1062 the directors are delivered as provided in subsection (a), unless the consent specifies a different 

1063 effective date. 

1064  (c) A consent complying with this section has the effect of a meeting vote and may be 

1065 described as such in any document. 

1066  SECTION 84. Section 8.25 of chapter 156D of the General Laws, as appearing in the 

1067 2024 Official Edition, is hereby amended by striking out subsection (e) and inserting in place 

1068 thereof the following subsection:- 

1069  (e) A committee may not, however: 

1070  (1) authorize distributions, including any purchase, redemption or other acquisition of 

1071 shares, unless made according to a formula or method prescribed by the board of directors; 
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1072  (2) adopt or submit to shareholders action that this chapter requires be approved by 

1073 shareholders; 

1074  (3) change the number of the board of directors, remove directors from office or fill 

1075 vacancies on the board of directors; 

1076  (4) amend articles of organization pursuant to section 10.02; or 

1077  (5) adopt, amend or repeal bylaws. 

1078  SECTION 85. Section 8.31 of said chapter 156D, as so appearing, is hereby amended by 

1079 striking out subsection (d) and inserting in place thereof the following subsection:-  

1080  (d) For purposes of clause (2) of subsection (a), a conflict of interest transaction is 

1081 authorized, approved, or ratified if at a meeting at which a quorum exists it receives the 

1082 affirmative vote of a majority of all the votes entitled to be cast on the matter and counted under 

1083 this subsection. The votes of shares owned by or voted under the control of a director who has a 

1084 direct or indirect interest in the transaction, and of shares owned by or voted under the control of 

1085 an entity described in clause (1) of subsection (b), may not be counted in a vote of shareholders 

1086 to determine whether to authorize, approve, or ratify a conflict of interest transaction under 

1087 clause (2) of subsection (a). The vote of those shares, however, is counted in determining 

1088 whether the transaction is approved under other sections of this chapter. Shares entitled to cast a 

1089 majority of all the votes entitled to be counted in a vote under this subsection constitute a 

1090 quorum for the purpose of this section. 
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1091  SECTION 86. Section 8.32 of said chapter 156D, as so appearing, is hereby amended by 

1092 striking out the words “the obligation of a director of, the corporation” and inserting in place 

1093 thereof the following words:- the obligation of, a director of the corporation. 

1094  SECTION 87. Section 8.45 of said chapter 156D, as so appearing, is hereby amended by 

1095 striking out the words “the clerk or an assistant clerk” and inserting in place thereof the 

1096 following words:- the secretary or an assistant secretary. 

1097  SECTION 88. Subclause (i) of clause (1) of subsection (c) of section 8.53 of said chapter 

1098 156D, as so appearing, is hereby amended by striking out the words “by the vote” and inserting 

1099 in place thereof the following words:- by such a vote.  

1100  SECTION 89. Subclause (ii) of clause (3) of subsection (a) of section 8.54 of said chapter 

1101 156D, as so appearing, is hereby amended by striking out, in lines 19 and 20, the words “sections 

1102 8.51 or 8.51” and inserting in place thereof the following words:- section 8.51. 

1103  SECTION 90. Subsection (b) of section 8.58 of said chapter 156D, as so appearing, is 

1104 hereby amended by striking out, in lines 21 and 22, the word “incorporation” and inserting in 

1105 place thereof the following word:- organization. 

1106  SECTION 91. Said subsection (b) of said section 8.58 of said chapter 156D, as so 

1107 appearing, is hereby further amended by striking out, in line 25, the figure “3” and inserting in 

1108 place thereof the following figure:- 4. 

1109  SECTION 92. Section 9.21 of said chapter 156D, as so appearing, is hereby amended by 

1110 striking out paragraph (5) and inserting in place thereof the following paragraph:-  
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1111  (5) Unless (1) a greater percentage vote is required by the articles of organization, 

1112 pursuant to subsection (a) of section 7.27, by the bylaws, pursuant to section 10.21, or by the 

1113 board of directors, acting pursuant to paragraph (3) of this section, or (2) the articles provide for 

1114 a lesser percentage vote, in accordance with subsection (b) of section 7.27, approval of the plan 

1115 of domestication requires (i) the affirmative vote of two-thirds of all the votes entitled generally 

1116 to be cast on the plan by the articles of organization and, in addition, (ii) the affirmative vote of 

1117 two-thirds of all the votes entitled to be cast by any voting group entitled to vote separately on 

1118 the plan by this chapter, by the articles, by the bylaws, or by action of the board of directors 

1119 pursuant to paragraph (3) of this section. 

1120  SECTION 93. Paragraph (6) of said section 9.21 of said chapter 156D, as so appearing, is 

1121 hereby amended by striking out, in line 33, the word “are” and inserting in place thereof the 

1122 following word:- is. 

1123  SECTION 94. Section 9.31 of said chapter 156D, as so appearing, is hereby amended by 

1124 striking out paragraph (5) and inserting in place thereof the following paragraph:- 

1125  (5) Unless (1) a greater percentage vote is required by the articles of organization, 

1126 pursuant to subsection (a) of section 7.27, by the bylaws, pursuant to section 10.21, or by the 

1127 board of directors, acting pursuant to paragraph (3) of this section, or (2) the articles provide for 

1128 a lesser percentage vote, in accordance with subsection (b) of section 7.27, then approval of the 

1129 plan of nonprofit conversion requires (i) the affirmative vote of two-thirds of all the votes 

1130 entitled generally to be cast on the plan by the articles of organization, and, in addition, (ii) the 

1131 affirmative vote of two-thirds of all the votes entitled to be cast by any voting group entitled to 
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1132 vote separately on the plan by this chapter, by the articles, by the bylaws, or by action of the 

1133 board of directors pursuant to paragraph (3) of this section. 

1134  SECTION 95. Paragraph (4) of section 9.52 of said chapter 156D, as so appearing, is 

1135 hereby amended by striking out, in line 17, the word “organizational” and inserting in place 

1136 thereof the following word:- organic. 

1137  SECTION 96. Said section 9.52 of said chapter 156D, as so appearing, is hereby further 

1138 amended by striking out paragraph (5) and inserting in place thereof the following paragraph:- 

1139  (5) Unless (i) a greater percentage vote is required by the articles of organization, 

1140 pursuant to subsection (a) of section 7.27, by the bylaws, pursuant to section 10.21, or by the 

1141 board of directors, acting pursuant to paragraph (3) of this section, or (ii) the articles provide for 

1142 a lesser percentage vote, in accordance with subsection (b) of section 7.27, approval of the plan 

1143 of entity conversion requires (A) the affirmative vote of two-thirds of all the votes entitled 

1144 generally to be cast on the plan by the articles of organization and, in addition, (B) the 

1145 affirmative vote of two-thirds of all the votes entitled to be cast by any voting group entitled to 

1146 vote separately on the plan by this chapter, by the articles, by the bylaws, or by action of the 

1147 board of directors pursuant to paragraph (3) of this section. 

1148  SECTION 97. Paragraph (6) of section 9.52 of said chapter 156D, as so appearing, is 

1149 hereby amended by striking out clause (i) and inserting in place thereof the following clause:- 

1150  (i) would have a right to vote as a separate voting group on a provision in the plan that, if 

1151 contained in a proposed amendment to the articles of organization, would require action by 

1152 separate voting groups under section 10.04; provided, however, that receipt of interests in 

1153 another entity in exchange for shares pursuant to a plan of conversion shall not entitle holders of 
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1154 the exchanged class or series to vote as a separate voting group based solely on the ground that 

1155 they were receiving interests in a different issuer; or. 

1156  SECTION 98. Paragraph (3) of subsection (b) of section 9.53 of said chapter 156D is 

1157 hereby amended by striking out, in line 35, the words “section 2.02 subsection (b) of” and 

1158 inserting in place thereof the following words:- subsection (b) of section 2.02. 

1159  SECTION 99. Paragraph (5) of subsection (a) of section 9.55 of said chapter 156D, as so 

1160 appearing, is hereby amended by striking out, in lines 19 and 20, each time it appears, the word 

1161 “organizational” and inserting in place thereof the following word:- organic. 

1162  SECTION 100. Section 10.03 of said chapter 156D, as so appearing, is hereby amended 

1163 by striking out subsection (e) and inserting in place thereof the following subsection:- 

1164  (e) Unless (1) a greater percentage vote is required by the articles of organization, 

1165 pursuant to subsection (a) of section 7.27, by the bylaws, pursuant to section 10.21, or by the 

1166 board of directors, acting pursuant to subsection (c) of this section, or (2) the articles provide for 

1167 a lesser percentage vote, in accordance with subsection (b) of section 7.27, approval of the 

1168 amendment requires: (1) except as otherwise provided in clause (2), (i) the affirmative vote of 

1169 two-thirds of all the votes entitled generally to be cast on the amendment by the articles of 

1170 organization and, in addition, (ii) the affirmative vote of two-thirds of all the votes entitled to be 

1171 cast by any voting group entitled to vote separately on the amendment by this chapter, by the 

1172 articles, by the bylaws, or by action of the board of directors pursuant to subsection (c) of this 

1173 section, or (2) if the amendment relates solely to (A) an increase or reduction in the corporation's 

1174 capital stock of any class or series then authorized, (B) a change in its authorized shares into a 

1175 different number of shares or the exchange thereof pro rata for a different number of shares of 
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1176 the same class or series, or (C) a change of its corporate name, the required vote shall be a 

1177 majority rather than two-thirds, except that, if the vote of a separate voting group is required 

1178 under section 10.04, the required vote of that voting group shall remain two-thirds. If the 

1179 amendment to the articles of organization changes a quorum or voting requirement for action by 

1180 the shareholders, approval by the shareholders shall satisfy not only the quorum and voting 

1181 requirement then applicable for amendment of the articles but also the particular quorum or 

1182 voting requirement being changed. 

1183  SECTION 101. Subsection (a) of section 10.04 of said chapter 156D, as so appearing, is 

1184 hereby amended by striking out the words “The holders of the outstanding shares of a class or of 

1185 a series of a class” and inserting in place thereof the following words:- Subject to Section 10.05, 

1186 if the corporation has more than one class or series of shares outstanding, the holders of the 

1187 outstanding shares of a class or series. 

1188  SECTION 102. Section 10.21 of said chapter 156D, as so appearing, is hereby amended 

1189 by striking out subsection (c) and inserting in place thereof the following subsection:-  

1190  (c) Any initial bylaw adopted by the incorporators or board of directors, and any bylaw 

1191 subsequently adopted or amended by the shareholders, that provides for (i) a greater or lesser 

1192 quorum requirement for shareholders than is provided by this chapter or (ii) a greater voting 

1193 requirement for shareholders (or for more voting groups of shareholders) than is provided by this 

1194 chapter may not be amended or repealed by the board of directors unless the bylaw otherwise 

1195 provides. 
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1196  SECTION 103. Section 11.01 of said chapter 156D, as so appearing, is hereby amended 

1197 by inserting after the word “part”, in line 2, the following words:- , the following words have the 

1198 following meanings, unless the context requires otherwise.  

1199  SECTION 104. Said section 11.01 of said chapter 156D, as so appearing, is hereby 

1200 further amended by striking out the definition of “Interests” and inserting in place thereof the 

1201 following definition:-  

1202  “Interest,” includes any form of membership in a domestic or foreign nonprofit 

1203 corporation.  

1204  SECTION 105. The definition of ‘“Party to a merger” or “party to a share exchange”’ in 

1205 said section 11.01 of said chapter 156D, as so appearing, is hereby amended by striking out, in 

1206 line 9, the word “merger” and inserting in place thereof the following word:- merge. 

1207  SECTION 106. Section 11.02 of said chapter 156D, as so appearing, is hereby amended 

1208 by striking out, in line 3, the words “other entity” and inserting in place thereof the following 

1209 words:- a domestic or foreign other entity. 

1210  SECTION 107. Said section 11.02 of said chapter 156D, as so appearing, is hereby 

1211 further amended by striking out, in lines 10, 35 to 36, 39 and 42, each time they appear, the word 

1212 “organizational” and inserting in place thereof the following word:- organic. 

1213  SECTION 108. Subsection (b) of said section 11.02 of said chapter 156D, as so 

1214 appearing, is hereby amended by striking out, in line 12, the words “law under which a domestic 

1215 other entity is organized” and inserting in place thereof the following words:- organic law 

1216 applicable to a domestic other entity. 
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1217  SECTION 109. Clause (1) of said subsection (b) of said section 11.02 of said chapter 

1218 156D, as so appearing, is hereby amended by striking out, in lines 18 and 19, the words “filed 

1219 organizational” and inserting in place thereof the following word:- organic. 

1220  SECTION 110. Clause (2) of subsection (a) of section 11.03 of said chapter 156D, as so 

1221 appearing, is hereby amended by striking out, in line 12, the words “other entity” and inserting in 

1222 place thereof the following words:- by a domestic or foreign other entity. 

1223  SECTION 111. Subsection (b) of said section 11.03 of said chapter 156D, as so 

1224 appearing, is hereby amended by striking out, in line 16, the words “law under which a domestic 

1225 other entity is organized” and inserting in place thereof the following words:- organic law 

1226 applicable to a domestic other entity. 

1227  SECTION 112. Clause (1) of said subsection (b) of said section 11.03 of said chapter 

1228 156D, as so appearing, is hereby amended by striking, in lines 27 and 28, out the words “filed 

1229 organizational document” and inserting in place thereof the following word:- organic. 

1230  SECTION 113. Subsection (c) of said section 11.03 of said chapter 156D, as so 

1231 appearing, is hereby amended by striking out, in line 34, the words “domestic or”. 

1232  SECTION 114. Said section 11.03 of said chapter 156D, as so appearing, is hereby 

1233 further amended by striking out, in lines 40 to 41 and 55, each time they appear, the words 

1234 “organizational documents” and inserting in place thereof the following word:- organic. 

1235  SECTION 115. Said section 11.03 of said chapter 156D, as so appearing, is hereby 

1236 further amended by striking out subsection (e). 
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1237  SECTION 116. Clause (4) of section 11.04 of said chapter 156D, as so appearing, is 

1238 hereby amended by striking out, in lines 21 to 22 and 25 to 26, each time it appears, the word 

1239 “organizational” and inserting in place thereof the following word:- organic.  

1240  SECTION 117. Said section 11.04 of said chapter 156D, as so appearing, is hereby 

1241 further amended but striking out clauses (5) through (8), inclusive, and inserting in place thereof 

1242 the following 4 clauses:- 

1243  (5) Unless (i) a greater percentage vote is required by the articles of organization, 

1244 pursuant to subsection (a) of section 7.27, by the bylaws, pursuant to section 10.21, or by the 

1245 board of directors, acting pursuant to clause (3) of this section, or (ii) the articles provide for a 

1246 lesser percentage vote, in accordance with subsection (b) of section 7.27, approval of the plan of 

1247 merger or share exchange requires (A) the affirmative vote of two-thirds of all the votes entitled 

1248 generally to be cast on the plan by the articles of organization and, in addition, (B) the 

1249 affirmative vote of two-thirds of all the votes entitled to be cast by any voting group entitled to 

1250 vote separately on the plan by this chapter, by the articles, by the bylaws, or by action of the 

1251 board of directors pursuant to clause (3) of this section. 

1252  (6) Except as otherwise expressly provided in the articles of organization, voting by a 

1253 class or series of shares as a separate voting group is required on a plan of merger or share 

1254 exchange if the plan contains a provision that, if contained in a proposed amendment to articles 

1255 of organization, would entitle such class or series to vote as a separate voting group on the 

1256 proposed amendment under section 10.04; provided however, that (i) receipt of shares of a class 

1257 or series of shares in exchange for shares pursuant to a plan of merger or share exchange 

1258 involving each outstanding class and series shall not entitle holders of the exchanged class or 
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1259 series to vote as a separate voting group based solely on the grounds that they are receiving 

1260 shares of a different issuer or that clauses (1) or (5) of subsection (a) of section 10.04 would 

1261 apply if the change were contained in a proposed amendment to the articles of organization, and 

1262 (ii) if the proposed provision would, as an amendment, entitle 2 or more classes or series of 

1263 shares to vote separately but would affect those classes or series in the same or a substantially 

1264 similar way, the shares of all such classes or series shall, unless the articles of organization 

1265 provide otherwise, vote together as a single voting group on the plan. 

1266  (7) Unless the articles of organization otherwise provide, approval by the corporation's 

1267 shareholders of a plan of merger or share exchange is not required if:  

1268  (i) the corporation will survive the merger or is the acquiring corporation in a share 

1269 exchange; 

1270  (ii) except for amendments permitted by section 10.05, its articles of organization will not 

1271 be changed; 

1272  (iii) each shareholder of the corporation whose shares were outstanding immediately 

1273 before the effective date of the merger or share exchange will hold the same number of shares, 

1274 with identical preferences, limitations and relative rights, immediately after the effective date of 

1275 change; and 

1276  (iv) in the case of a plan of merger, the shares of any class or series of shares of such 

1277 corporation to be issued or delivered pursuant to the plan of merger (including any shares 

1278 issuable upon conversion of convertible securities or exercise of rights issued or delivered 

1279 pursuant to the plan of merger) does not exceed 20 per cent of the shares of such corporation of 

1280 the same class or series outstanding immediately before the effective date of the merger. 
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1281  (8) If as a result of a merger or share exchange 1 or more shareholders of a domestic 

1282 corporation would become subject to owner liability for the debts, obligations or liabilities of any 

1283 other person or entity, approval of the plan of merger or share exchange shall require the 

1284 execution, by each such shareholder, of a separate written consent to become subject to such 

1285 owner liability. 

1286  SECTION 118. Section 11.05 of said chapter 156D, as so appearing, is hereby amended 

1287 by striking out subsection (a) and inserting in place thereof the following subsection:- 

1288  (a) A domestic parent corporation that owns shares of a domestic or foreign subsidiary 

1289 corporation, and a foreign parent corporation that owns shares of a domestic subsidiary 

1290 corporation, in each case that carry at least 90 per cent of the voting power of each class and 

1291 series of the outstanding shares of the subsidiary that have voting power, may merge the 

1292 subsidiary into itself or into another such subsidiary, or merge itself into the subsidiary, without 

1293 the approval of the board of directors or shareholders of the subsidiary unless the laws of the 

1294 foreign jurisdiction or jurisdictions under which the parent or the subsidiary is organized or the 

1295 articles of organization of any of the corporations otherwise provide. 

1296  SECTION 119. Clause (5) of subsection (a) of section 11.06 of said chapter 156D, as so 

1297 appearing, is hereby amended by striking out, in line 30, the word “organizational” and inserting 

1298 in place thereof the following word:- organic.  

1299  SECTION 120. Subsection (c) of said section 11.06 of said chapter 156D, as so 

1300 appearing, is hereby amended by striking out, in lines 35, 36 and 41, each time they appear, the 

1301 words “or share exchange”. 
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1302  SECTION 121. Subsection (a) of section 11.07 of said chapter 156D, as so appearing, is 

1303 hereby amended by striking out, in lines 16 and 18, each time they appear, the word 

1304 “organizational” and inserting in place thereof the following word:- organic.  

1305  SECTION 122. Subsection (b) of section 11.08 of said chapter 156D, as so appearing, is 

1306 hereby amended by striking out, in line 17, the word “with” and inserting in place thereof the 

1307 following word:- by. 

1308  SECTION 123. Subsection (a) of section 12.01 of said chapter 156D, as so appearing, is 

1309 hereby amended by striking out clause (3) and inserting in place thereof the following clause:-  

1310  (3) transfer any or all of its assets to one or more domestic or foreign business 

1311 corporations or domestic or foreign other entities all of the shares or interests of which are 

1312 owned, directly or indirectly, by the corporation; or 

1313  SECTION 124. Section 12.02 of said chapter 156D, as so appearing, is hereby amended 

1314 by striking out subsection (e) and inserting in place thereof the following subsection:- 

1315  (e) Unless (1) a greater percentage vote is required by the articles of organization, 

1316 pursuant to subsection (a) of section 7.27, by the bylaws, pursuant to section 10.21, or by the 

1317 board of directors, acting pursuant to subsection (b) of this section, or (2) the articles provide for 

1318 a lesser percentage vote, in accordance with subsection (b) of section 7.27, approval of the 

1319 transaction requires (i) the affirmative vote of two-thirds of all the votes entitled generally to be 

1320 cast on the matter by the articles of organization and, in addition, (ii) the affirmative vote of two-

1321 thirds of all the votes entitled to be cast by any voting group entitled to vote separately on the 

1322 matter by the articles, by the bylaws, or by action of the board of directors pursuant to subsection 

1323 (b) of this section. 
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1324  SECTION 125. Section 13.01 of said chapter 156D, as so appearing, is hereby amended 

1325 by striking out the definition of “Marketable securities” and inserting in place thereof the 

1326 following definition:-  

1327  “Marketable securities”, 

1328  (a) securities held of record by, or by financial intermediaries or depositories on behalf 

1329 of, at least 1,000 persons, which are  

1330  (1) listed on a national securities exchange; or 

1331  (2) listed on a regional securities exchange or traded in an interdealer quotation or other 

1332 trading system and are of a class or series that has at least 250,000 shares outstanding with a 

1333 market value of at least $5,000,000, excluding in each case shares owned by officers, directors 

1334 and affiliates; or 

1335  (b) securities issued by an open end management investment company registered under 

1336 the Investment Company Act of 1940 that may be redeemed at the option of the holder at net 

1337 asset value. 

1338  SECTION 126. Section 13.02 of said chapter 156D, as so appearing, is hereby amended 

1339 by striking out subsections (a) and (b) and inserting in place thereof the following 2 subsections:-  

1340  (a) A shareholder is entitled to appraisal rights, and to obtain payment of the fair value of 

1341 his shares, in the event of any of the following corporate or other actions: 

1342  (1) consummation of a plan of merger to which the corporation is a party if shareholder 

1343 approval is required for the merger by section 11.04 or the articles of organization or if the 

1344 corporation is a subsidiary and the merger is governed by section 11.05, unless, in either case, 
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1345 (A) all shareholders are to receive only cash for their shares in amounts proportionate to what 

1346 they would receive upon a dissolution of the corporation or, in the case of shareholders already 

1347 holding marketable securities in the merging corporation, only marketable securities of the 

1348 surviving corporation, marketable securities of the parent in the case of a merger with a 

1349 subsidiary and/or cash and (B) no director, officer or controlling shareholder has a direct or 

1350 indirect material financial interest in the merger other than (i) in such person’s capacity as a 

1351 shareholder of the corporation, (ii) in such person’s capacity as a director, officer, employee or 

1352 consultant of either the merging or the surviving corporation or of any affiliate of the surviving 

1353 corporation if such person’s financial interest is pursuant to bona fide arrangements with either 

1354 corporation or any such affiliate, or (iii) in any other capacity provided that the shareholder does 

1355 not own shares entitled to cast more than 5 per cent of all votes entitled to be cast by holders of 

1356 all classes and series of shares either generally or on the plan of merger; 

1357  (2) consummation of a plan of share exchange in which the shareholder’s shares are 

1358 included unless (A) both the shareholder’s existing shares and the shares, obligations or other 

1359 securities to be acquired by the shareholder are marketable securities; and (B) no director, officer 

1360 or controlling shareholder has a direct or indirect material financial interest in the share exchange 

1361 other than (i) in such person’s capacity as a shareholder of the corporation whose shares are to be 

1362 exchanged, (ii) in such person’s capacity as a director, officer, employee or consultant of either 

1363 the corporation whose shares are to be exchanged or the acquiring corporation or of any affiliate 

1364 of the acquiring corporation if such person’s financial interest is pursuant to bona fide 

1365 arrangements with either corporation or any such affiliate, or (iii) in any other capacity provided 

1366 that the shareholder does not own shares entitled to cast more than 5 per cent of all votes entitled 
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1367 to be cast by holders of all classes and series of shares to be exchanged pursuant to the plan of 

1368 share exchange; 

1369  (3) consummation of a disposition of property pursuant to section 12.02 or a disposition 

1370 of all, or substantially all, of the property of a corporation in dissolution, unless:  

1371  (i) the shareholder’s shares are then redeemable by the corporation at a price not greater 

1372 than the cash to be received in exchange for the shareholder’s shares;  

1373  (ii) the disposition is pursuant to court order; or 

1374  (iii) in the case of a disposition of all, or substantially all, of the property of the 

1375 corporation subject to section 12.02, approval of shareholders for the disposition is conditioned 

1376 upon the dissolution of the corporation and the distribution in cash or, if the shareholder’s shares 

1377 are marketable securities, in marketable securities and/or cash, of substantially all of its net 

1378 assets, in excess of a reasonable amount reserved to meet unknown claims under section 14.07, 

1379 to the shareholders in accordance with their respective interests within one year after the 

1380 disposition and no director, officer or controlling shareholder has a direct or indirect material 

1381 financial interest in the disposition other than (i) in such person’s capacity as a shareholder of the 

1382 corporation, (ii) in such person’s capacity as a director, officer, employee or consultant of either 

1383 the corporation or the acquiring corporation or of any affiliate of the acquiring corporation if 

1384 such person’s financial interest is pursuant to bona fide arrangements with either corporation or 

1385 any such affiliate, or (iii) in any other capacity provided that the shareholder does not own shares 

1386 entitled to cast more than 5 per cent of all votes entitled to be cast by holders of all classes and 

1387 series of shares either generally or on the disposition; 
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1388  (4) an amendment of the articles of organization that materially and adversely affects 

1389 rights in respect of a shareholder's shares because it: 

1390  (i) creates, alters or abolishes the stated rights or preferences of the shares with respect to 

1391 distributions or to dissolution, including making non-cumulative in whole or in part a dividend 

1392 theretofore stated as cumulative; 

1393  (ii) creates, alters or abolishes a stated right in respect of conversion or redemption, 

1394 including any provision relating to any sinking fund or purchase, of the shares; 

1395  (iii) alters or abolishes a preemptive right of the holder of the shares to acquire shares or 

1396 other securities; 

1397  (iv) excludes or limits the right of the holder of the shares to vote on any matter, or to 

1398 cumulate votes, except as such right may be limited by voting rights given to new shares then 

1399 being authorized of an existing or new class; or 

1400  (v) reduces the number of shares owned by the shareholder to a fraction of a share if the 

1401 fractional share so created is to be acquired for cash under section 6.04; 

1402  (5) an amendment of the articles of organization or of the bylaws that adds restrictions on 

1403 the transfer or registration of transfer of any outstanding shares held by the shareholder or 

1404 amends any pre-existing restrictions on the transfer or registration of transfer of his shares in a 

1405 manner that is materially adverse to the ability of the shareholder to transfer his shares; 

1406  (6) any corporate action taken pursuant to a shareholder vote to the extent the articles of 

1407 organization, bylaws or a resolution of the board of directors provides that voting or nonvoting 

1408 shareholders are entitled to appraisal; 
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1409  (7) consummation of a domestication pursuant to subdivision (A) of part 9 if the 

1410 shareholder would have had appraisal rights if the transaction had been effected as a merger; 

1411  (8) consummation of a conversion of the corporation to nonprofit status pursuant to 

1412 subdivision (B) of part 9; or 

1413  (9) consummation of a conversion of the corporation into a form of other entity pursuant 

1414 to subdivision (E) of part 9. 

1415  (b) Except as otherwise provided in subsection (a) of section 13.03, in the event of 

1416 corporate action specified in clauses (1), (2), (3), (7), (8) or (9) of subsection (a), a shareholder 

1417 may assert appraisal rights only if the shareholder seeks them with respect to all of the 

1418 shareholder’s shares of whatever class or series. 

1419  SECTION 127. Subsection (b) of section 13.21 of said chapter 156D, as so appearing, is 

1420 hereby amended by striking out, in lines 12 and 38, the word “chapter”, each time it appears, and 

1421 inserting in place thereof the following word:- part. 

1422  SECTION 128. Subsection (d) of section 13.25 of said chapter 156D, as so appearing, is 

1423 hereby amended by striking out the words “if offered to pay under clause (2) of subsection (b) to 

1424 each shareholder deserved” and inserting in place thereof the following words:- it offered to pay 

1425 under clause (2) of subsection (b) to each shareholder described.  

1426  SECTION 129. Clause (2) of subsection (b) of section 13.31 of said chapter 156D, as so 

1427 appearing, is hereby amended by striking out, in line 22, the word "chapter" and inserting in 

1428 place thereof the following word:- part. 
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1429  SECTION 130. Subsection (a) of section 14.06 of said chapter 156D, as so appearing, is 

1430 hereby amended by striking out, in lines 7 and 8, the words “, subject to paragraph (f),”. 

1431  SECTION 131. Subsection (d) of section 14.09 of said chapter 156D, as so appearing, is 

1432 hereby amended by striking out, in lines 18 and 19, the words “procedures described in those 

1433 sections are followed” and inserting in place thereof the following words:- procedure described 

1434 in the section applicable to the claim is followed. 

1435  SECTION 132. Paragraph (2) of section 14.30 of said chapter 156D, as so appearing, is 

1436 hereby amended by striking out the words “the shareholders holding not less than 40 per cent of 

1437 the total combined voting power of all the shares of the corporation’s stock outstanding and” and 

1438 inserting in place thereof the following words:- shareholders entitled to cast not less than 40 per 

1439 cent of the total number of votes entitled to be cast by all holders of shares entitled to vote. 

1440  SECTION 133. Subsection (b) of section 14.33 of said chapter 156D, as so appearing, is 

1441 hereby amended by striking out the words “14.06 and 14.07” and inserting in place thereof the 

1442 following words:- 14.06, 14.07 and 14.08. 

1443  SECTION 134. Section 14.40 of said chapter 156D, as so appearing, is hereby amended 

1444 by striking out, in lines 6, 7, 9 and 10, each time they appear, the words “or other appropriate 

1445 official of the commonwealth”. 

1446  SECTION 135. Clause (4) of subsection (c) of section 15.01 of said chapter 156D, as so 

1447 appearing, is hereby amended by striking out, in line 20, the word “corporations” and inserting in 

1448 place thereof the following word:- corporation’s. 
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1449  SECTION 136. Clause (5) of subsection (a) of section 15.03 of said chapter 156D, as so 

1450 appearing, is hereby amended by striking out, in line 14, the word “agents” and inserting in place 

1451 thereof the following word:- agent’s. 

1452  SECTION 137. Subsection (d) of section 15.04 of said chapter 156D, as so appearing, is 

1453 hereby amended by inserting after the word “information", in line 23, the following word:- in. 

1454  SECTION 138. Subsection (c) of section 15.05 of said chapter 156D, as so appearing, is 

1455 hereby amended by striking out the words “corporations organization and internal affairs and the 

1456 liability of its stockholders” and inserting in place thereof the following words:- corporation’s 

1457 organization and internal affairs and the liability of its shareholders.  

1458  SECTION 139. Chapter 156D of the General Laws is hereby amended by striking out 

1459 section 15.07 and inserting in place thereof the following section:- 

1460  Section 15.07. REGISTERED OFFICE AND REGISTERED AGENT OF FOREIGN 

1461 CORPORATION 

1462  Each foreign corporation authorized to transact business in the commonwealth shall 

1463 continuously maintain in the commonwealth: 

1464  (1) a registered office that may, but need not, be the same as any of its places of business; 

1465  and 

1466  (2) a registered agent, who may be any of the following individuals or entities whose 

1467 business office is also the registered office of the foreign corporation: 
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1468  (i) an individual who resides in the commonwealth and whose business office is identical 

1469 with the registered office; 

1470  (ii) a domestic business corporation, domestic nonprofit corporation, domestic limited 

1471 liability company, domestic limited partnership, or domestic limited liability partnership whose 

1472 business office is identical with the registered office; or 

1473  (iii) a foreign corporation, foreign nonprofit corporation, foreign limited liability 

1474 company, foreign limited partnership or foreign limited liability partnership authorized to 

1475 transact business in the commonwealth whose business office is identical with the registered 

1476 office. 

1477  SECTION 140. Section 15.30 of chapter 156D of the General Laws, as appearing in the 

1478 2024 Official Edition, is hereby amended by striking out, in line 5, the words “filing of reports 

1479 with” and inserting in place thereof the following words:- submission or delivery of reports to.  

1480  SECTION 141. Subsection (b) of section 15.31 of said chapter 156D, as so appearing, is 

1481 hereby amended by striking out, in line 12, the words “each ground determined by the secretary 

1482 of state” and inserting in place thereof the following words:- the ground.  

1483  SECTION 142. Said subsection (b) of said section 15.31 of said chapter 156D, as so 

1484 appearing, is hereby further amended by striking out, in line 14, the word “corporations” and 

1485 inserting in place thereof the following word:- corporation’s. 

1486  SECTION 143. Subsection (d) of said section 15.31 of said chapter 156D, as so 

1487 appearing, is hereby amended by striking out, in line 20, the word “corporations” and inserting in 

1488 place thereof the following word:- corporation’s. 
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1489  SECTION 144. Subsection (a) of section 15.32 of said chapter 156D, as so appearing, is 

1490 hereby amended by striking out, in line 3, the figure “15.30” and inserting in place thereof the 

1491 following figure:- 15.31.  

1492  SECTION 145. Clause (3) of said subsection (a) of said section 15.32 of said chapter 

1493 156D, as so appearing, is hereby amended by striking out, in line 10, the word “corporations” 

1494 and inserting in place thereof the following word:- corporation’s. 

1495  SECTION 146. Subsection (a) of section 16.06 of said chapter 156D, as so appearing, is 

1496 hereby amended by striking out, in line 4, the word “chapter” and inserting in place thereof the 

1497 following word:- part. 

1498  SECTION 147. Section 16.20 of said chapter 156D, as so appearing, is hereby amended 

1499 by striking out subsection (c) and inserting in place thereof the following subsection:- 

1500  (c) Unless otherwise provided in the articles of organization or bylaws or unless the 

1501 annual financial statements of the corporation shall have previously been delivered to the 

1502 shareholders, a corporation shall deliver a written notice of the availability of its annual financial 

1503 statements to each shareholder before the earlier to occur of the annual meeting of shareholders 

1504 or 120 days after the close of the fiscal year. 

1505  SECTION 148. Section 16.21 of said chapter 156D, as so appearing, is hereby amended 

1506 by striking out the word “BY-LAW” in the caption and inserting in place thereof the following 

1507 word:- BYLAW. 
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1508  SECTION 149. Section 1B of chapter 164 of the General Laws, as appearing in the 2024 

1509 Official Edition, is hereby amended by striking subsections (b) to (f), inclusive, and replacing 

1510 them with the following three subsections:- 

1511  (b) Each distribution company shall provide its customers with default service and shall 

1512 offer a default service rate to its customers who have chosen retail electricity service from a non-

1513 utility affiliated generation company or supplier but who require electric service because of a 

1514 failure of such company or the supplier to provide contracted service or who, for any reason, 

1515 have never chosen or have stopped receiving such service. The distribution company shall 

1516 procure supply for such service through competitive bidding or through such other process 

1517 approved by the department, including procurements of varying lengths and in combination with 

1518 other distribution companies; provided, however, that standard default service rates, excluding 

1519 time-varying rates and monthly variable service rates, for residential customers shall be changed 

1520 no more than once every six months. Any department-approved provider of service, including an 

1521 affiliate of a distribution company, shall be eligible to participate in the competitive bidding 

1522 process. The department may require a separate mechanism for recovering certain charges, to be 

1523 itemized separately on a customer bill, including, but not limited to, those in connection with the 

1524 wholesale electric markets as administered by ISO New England, Inc. or federal tariffs on 

1525 imports to such markets. In implementing the provisions of this section, the department shall 

1526 ensure universal service for all ratepayers and sufficient funding to meet the need therefor. 

1527  (c) Notwithstanding the provisions of section 5D of chapter 25, the department and the 

1528 department of energy resources shall have access to all information associated with the bids 

1529 selected by the distribution company pursuant to the competitive bidding process in this section; 

1530 provided, however that such information shall not be deemed to be a public record as defined in 
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1531 clause 26 of section 7 of chapter 4 and shall not be subject to demand for production under 

1532 section 10 of chapter 66; provided, however, that aggregates of such information may be 

1533 prepared and such aggregates shall be public records.  

1534  (d) The department is hereby authorized and directed to promulgate rules and regulations 

1535 necessary to carry out the provisions of this section, including the procedure for default service 

1536 procurement and governing a customer's ability to return to the default service after choosing 

1537 retail access from a non-utility affiliated generation company. 

1538  SECTION 150. Chapter 265 of the General Laws is hereby amended by striking out 

1539 section 23A 1/2, as appearing in section 86 of chapter 137 of the acts 2026, and inserting in place 

1540 thereof the following section:-  

1541  Section 23A1/2. (a) For the purpose of this section, the following word shall, unless the 

1542 context clearly requires otherwise, have the following meaning: 

1543  “Vulnerable young person,” a young person over the age of 18 but under the age of 22 

1544 who because of a developmental delay or intellectual, sensory, neurological, emotional, 

1545 communication, physical, specific learning or health impairment, or a combination thereof, is 

1546 unable to progress effectively in regular education and requires special education services or who 

1547 resides in a group care facility licensed by the department of early education and care or a youth 

1548 committed to the care or custody of the department of youth services, or individuals under the 

1549 age of 22 who receive services from the department of developmental services. 

1550  (b) Whoever has sexual intercourse or unnatural sexual intercourse with a vulnerable 

1551 young person or a child who has attained the age of 16 but is under the age of 18 and who 

1552 exercises or has at any time exercised custodial or supervisory authority over such child or 
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1553 vulnerable young person as a mandated reporter as defined in section 21 of chapter 119, shall be 

1554 punished by imprisonment in the state prison for not more than 20 years. A prosecution 

1555 commenced under this subsection shall not be continued without a finding or placed on file. 

1556  (c) Whoever commits an indecent assault and battery on a vulnerable young person or a 

1557 child who has attained the age of 14 but is under the age of 18 and who exercises or has at any 

1558 time exercised custodial or supervisory authority over such child or vulnerable young personas a 

1559 mandated reporter as defined in section 21 of chapter 119, shall be punished by imprisonment in 

1560 the state prison for not more than 10 years, or by imprisonment in a jail or house of correction for 

1561 not more than 2 ½ years.  

1562  (d) In a prosecution under this section, a vulnerable young person or a child under the age 

1563 of 18 shall be deemed incapable of consenting to any conduct of the defendant for which such 

1564 defendant is being prosecuted. 

1565  (e) It shall not be a defense to a prosecution under this section that the defendant’s 

1566 custodial or supervisory authority over the child or vulnerable young person has ended, if the 

1567 child is under the age of 18, or is a vulnerable young person, at the time of the offense. 

1568  SECTION 151. Chapter 162 of the acts of 2013 is hereby amended by striking out all 

1569 after the enacting clause and inserting in place thereof the following 6 sections:- 

1570  SECTION 1. Notwithstanding any general or special law to the contrary, the 

1571 commissioner of capital asset management and maintenance, in consultation with the 

1572 commissioner of conservation and recreation, may convey certain land currently under the care 

1573 and control of the department of conservation and recreation to the city of Boston to be placed 

1574 under the care and control of its public works department for general municipal purposes, 
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1575 including a street light facility, subject to sections 2 to 5, inclusive, and to such additional terms 

1576 and conditions as the commissioner of capital asset management and maintenance may prescribe 

1577 in consultation with the commissioner of conservation and recreation; provided, however, that 

1578 such additional terms and conditions shall be consistent with this act.  

1579  SECTION 2. The parcel that may be conveyed pursuant to section 1 includes a portion of 

1580 a certain parcel of land located in the city of Boston described in a deed recorded in the Suffolk 

1581 registry of deeds in book 8773, page 674. The exact boundaries of the parcel to be conveyed 

1582 shall be determined by the commissioner of capital asset management and maintenance in 

1583 consultation with the commissioner of conservation and recreation after completion of a survey. 

1584  SECTION 3. (a) The consideration for the conveyance authorized in section 1 shall be 

1585 Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority conveying, for no consideration, easements upon 

1586 land near the Neponset river to the commonwealth, to be placed under the care and control of the 

1587 department of conservation and recreation for conservation and recreation purposes associated 

1588 with the Neponset river greenway. If the conveyance authorized in said section 1 has not been 

1589 completed within 180 days of the effective date of this act, the department of conservation and 

1590 recreation may agree to accept said easements at any time thereafter and the conveyance 

1591 authorized in said section 1 may proceed independently and the commonwealth may waive any 

1592 claim of failure of consideration against the city. The easements shall allow the department of 

1593 conservation and recreation to construct, operate, maintain and repair a public recreational 

1594 corridor and to authorize public access to such recreational facilities, subject to the rules and 

1595 regulations of the department of conservation and recreation.  
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1596  (b) The easement areas are approximately shown on sketch plans on file with the division 

1597 of capital asset management and maintenance entitled: (i) “Proposed Easement Parcels Access & 

1598 Egress (1 of 8)”; (ii) “Proposed Easement Parcels A-1a and A-1b (2 of 8)”; (iii) “Proposed 

1599 Easement Parcels A-2 (3 of 8)”; (iv) “Proposed Easement Parcels B-1 (4 of 8)”; (v) “Proposed 

1600 Easement Parcels B-2 (5 of 8)”; (vi) “Proposed Easement Parcels B-3 (6 of 8)”; (vii) “Proposed 

1601 Easement Parcels C-1 (7 of 8)”; and (viii) “Proposed Easement Parcels D-1 (8 of 8)”). The exact 

1602 boundaries of the easement areas shall be determined by the commissioner of capital asset 

1603 management and maintenance in consultation with the commissioner of conservation and 

1604 recreation after completion of a survey. 

1605  (c) Notwithstanding subsection (b), the commissioner of capital asset management and 

1606 maintenance, in consultation with the commissioner of conservation and recreation, may accept 

1607 any easements near the Neponset river that accomplish the purposes described in subsection (a) 

1608 as determined by the commissioner of capital asset management in consultation with the 

1609 commissioner of conservation and recreation.  

1610  SECTION 4. Notwithstanding any general or special law to the contrary, the city of 

1611 Boston shall be responsible for all costs and expenses including, but not limited to, costs 

1612 associated with any engineering, surveys, appraisals and deed preparation related to the 

1613 conveyance authorized in sections 1 to 5, inclusive, as such costs may be determined by the 

1614 commissioner of capital asset management and maintenance. 

1615  SECTION 5. Notwithstanding any general or special law to the contrary, the city of 

1616 Boston shall accept the new alignment of Canterbury street from Canterbury street to Morton 

1617 street as a city street upon the completion of the conveyance authorized in section 1; provided, 



79 of 102 

1618 that the aligned street has been constructed, inspected and approved in accordance with the 

1619 standards and specifications of the public works department of the city of Boston and the public 

1620 improvement commission of the city of Boston and shall maintain the street as a city street 

1621 immediately upon such conveyance. The city may at any time release any easement in the 

1622 discontinued portions of the street and the commissioner of capital asset management and 

1623 maintenance may at any time grant a recordable street easement to the city over land owned by 

1624 the commonwealth to the extent that it lies within the area of the newly-aligned street as may be 

1625 determined by the commissioner and approved by the city. 

1626  SECTION 6. (a) Notwithstanding sections 32 to 37, inclusive, of chapter 7C of the 

1627 General Laws or any other general or special law to the contrary, the commissioner of capital 

1628 asset management and maintenance, in consultation with the commissioner of conservation and 

1629 recreation, may convey to the Massachusetts Water Resources Authority a certain parcel of land 

1630 located at 430 Canterbury street in the city of Boston for water conveyance purposes and 

1631 purposes related thereto. The parcel is more particularly shown as “FEE-1” on a draft plan of 

1632 land entitled, “Massachusetts Water Resources Authority – Metropolitan Water Tunnel Program 

1633 Contract Package 2 – American Legion Receiving Shaft Site Acquisition Plan of Land – Boston, 

1634 Massachusetts,” dated April 29, 2026, prepared by Martinez Couch & Associates, LLC and on 

1635 file with the department of conservation and recreation.  

1636  The parcel that may be conveyed pursuant to this subsection is a portion of a certain 

1637 parcel of land located in the city of Boston described in a deed recorded in the Suffolk registry of 

1638 deeds in book 8773, page 673 and book 8773, page 674. The exact boundaries and location of 

1639 the parcel shall be determined by the commissioner of the division of capital asset management 

1640 and maintenance, in consultation with the commissioner of the department of conservation and 



80 of 102 

1641 recreation, and the commissioner of capital asset management and maintenance may convey any 

1642 portion of the said parcel described in said book 8773, page 673 and said book 8773, page 674 

1643 that accomplish the purposes of this act as determined by the commissioner of capital asset 

1644 management and maintenance in consultation with the commissioner of conservation and 

1645 recreation and the Massachusetts Water Resources Authority.  

1646  (b) Notwithstanding sections 32 to 37, inclusive, of chapter 7C of the General Laws or 

1647 any other general or special law to the contrary, the commissioner of capital asset management 

1648 and maintenance, in consultation with the commissioner of conservation and recreation may 

1649 convey to the Massachusetts Water Resources Authority a permanent easement on a parcel of 

1650 land located at 430 Canterbury street in the city of Boston for water conveyance purposes and 

1651 purposes related thereto. The easement is more particularly shown as “PE-1” on a draft plan of 

1652 land entitled “Massachusetts Water Resources Authority – Metropolitan Water Tunnel Program 

1653 Contract Package 2 – American Legion Receiving Shaft Site Acquisition Plan of Land – Boston, 

1654 Massachusetts,” dated April 29, 2026 prepared by Martinez Couch & Associates, LLC and on 

1655 file with the department of conservation and recreation.  

1656  The easement that may be conveyed pursuant to this subsection is a portion of a certain 

1657 parcel of land located in the city of Boston described in a deed recorded in the Suffolk registry of 

1658 deeds in book 8773, page 673 and book 8773, page 674. The exact boundaries and location of 

1659 the easement shall be determined by the commissioner of capital asset management and 

1660 maintenance, in consultation with the commissioner of conservation and recreation, and the 

1661 commissioner of capital asset management and maintenance may convey any portion of the said 

1662 parcel described in said book 8773, page 673 and said book 8773, page 674 that accomplish the 

1663 purposes of this act as determined by the commissioner of capital asset management and 
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1664 maintenance in consultation with the commissioner of conservation and recreation and the 

1665 Massachusetts Water Resources Authority.  

1666  (c) Notwithstanding sections 32 to 37, inclusive, of chapter 7C of the General Laws or 

1667 any other general or special law to the contrary, the commissioner of capital asset management 

1668 and maintenance, in consultation with the commissioner of youth services, may convey to the 

1669 Massachusetts Water Resources Authority a permanent access easement on a parcel of land 

1670 located at 450 Canterbury street in the city of Boston for water conveyance purposes and 

1671 purposes related thereto. The permanent easement consists of approximately 8,503 square feet 

1672 and is more particularly shown as “PE-2” on a draft plan of land entitled “Massachusetts Water 

1673 Resources Authority – Metropolitan Water Tunnel Program Contract Package 2 – American 

1674 Legion Receiving Shaft Site Acquisition Plan of Land – Boston, Massachusetts,” dated April 29, 

1675 2026 prepared by Martinez Couch & Associates, LLC and on file with the department of 

1676 conservation and recreation.  

1677  The easement that may be conveyed pursuant to this subsection is a portion of a certain 

1678 parcel of land located in the city of Boston described in a deed recorded in the Suffolk registry of 

1679 deeds in book 6902, page 248. The exact boundaries and location of the easement shall be 

1680 determined by the commissioner of capital asset management and maintenance, in consultation 

1681 with the commissioner of youth services, and the commissioner of capital asset management and 

1682 maintenance may convey any portion of the said parcel described in said book 6902, page 248 

1683 that accomplish the purposes of this act as determined by the commissioner of capital asset 

1684 management and maintenance in consultation with the commissioner of youth services and the 

1685 Massachusetts Water Resources Authority.  
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1686  (d) The value of the property described in this section shall be determined by an 

1687 independent professional appraisal of its fair market value and value in use prepared in 

1688 accordance with the usual and customary professional appraisal practice by a qualified appraiser 

1689 commissioned by the commissioner of capital asset management and maintenance, in 

1690 consultation with the commissioner of conservation and recreation and the commissioner of 

1691 youth services. The commissioner of capital asset management and maintenance shall submit the 

1692 appraisal and a report thereon to the inspector general for review and comment. The inspector 

1693 general shall review and approve the appraisal, and the review shall include an examination of 

1694 the methodology utilized for the appraisal. The inspector general shall prepare a report of such 

1695 review and file the report with the commissioner of capital asset management and maintenance. 

1696 After receiving the report, the commissioner shall submit copies of the appraisal, the report 

1697 thereon and the inspector general’s review and approval and comments, if any, to the house and 

1698 senate committees on ways and means and the house and senate chairs of the joint committee on 

1699 state administration and regulatory oversight at least 15 days prior to the execution of the 

1700 conveyance documents authorized in this section. 

1701  (e)(1) As consideration for the conveyances authorized in subsections (a) and (b), the 

1702 Massachusetts Water Resources Authority shall compensate the commonwealth in an amount 

1703 equal to the full and fair market value or the value in use, whichever is greater, as determined by 

1704 the commissioner of capital asset management and maintenance. The department of conservation 

1705 and recreation shall deposit such funds into the Conservation Trust established in section 1 of 

1706 chapter 132A of the General Laws.  

1707  (2) As consideration for the conveyance authorized in subsection (c), the Massachusetts 

1708 Water Resources Authority shall compensate the commonwealth by making a payment to the 



83 of 102 

1709 General Fund in an amount equal to the full and fair market value or the value in use, whichever 

1710 is greater, as determined by the commissioner of capital asset management and maintenance. 

1711  (f) Notwithstanding any general or special law to the contrary, the Massachusetts Water 

1712 Resources Authority shall be responsible for all costs and expenses including, but not limited to, 

1713 costs associated with any engineering, surveys, appraisals and deed preparation related to the 

1714 conveyance authorized in this section as such costs may be determined by the commissioner of 

1715 capital asset management and maintenance. 

1716  SECTION 152. Chapter 156 of the acts of 2018 is hereby amended by adding the 

1717 following section:- 

1718  Section 3. Notwithstanding sections 33 to 35, inclusive, and 36 to 37, inclusive, of said 

1719 chapter 7C or any other general or special law to the contrary, following the conveyance 

1720 authorized in section 2, the commissioner of capital asset management and maintenance may, in 

1721 consultation with the adjutant general, acquire a lease on behalf of the Massachusetts military 

1722 division of the former Essex superior courthouse building or the former county commissioners 

1723 building, or portions thereof, for the purpose of maintaining the Massachusetts national guard 

1724 museum, including, without limitation office and records storage. The lease shall be for a term of 

1725 not more than 40 years, including all renewals and extensions, and on such terms and conditions 

1726 as the commissioner deems appropriate. 

1727  SECTION 153. Item 5920-2000 of section 2 of chapter 9 of the acts of 2025 is hereby 

1728 amended by striking out the figure “$5,000,000” and inserting in place thereof the following 

1729 figure:- $16,000,000.  
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1730  SECTION 154. Said chapter 9 of the acts of 2025 is hereby amended by striking out 

1731 section 121.  

1732  SECTION 155. Item 1599-8910 of section 2A of chapter 101 of the acts of 2026 is 

1733 hereby amended by adding the following words:- ; provided further, that not more than 

1734 $13,285,024 shall be transferred to the Bristol sheriff's office; provided further, that not more 

1735 than $3,157,427 shall be transferred to the Hampshire sheriff's office; provided further, that not 

1736 more than $1,468,390 shall be transferred to the Berkshire sheriff's office; provided further, that 

1737 not more than $9,393,673 shall be transferred to the Barnstable sheriff's office; provided further, 

1738 that not more than $2,928,550 shall be transferred to the Dukes County sheriff's office; provided 

1739 further, that not more than $10,877,603 shall be transferred to the Essex sheriff's office; provided 

1740 further, that not more than $4,942,905 shall be transferred to the Franklin sheriff's office; 

1741 provided further, that not more than $49,560,234 shall be transferred to the Hampden sheriff's 

1742 office; provided further, that not more than $14,004,216 shall be transferred to Middlesex 

1743 sheriff's office; provided further, that not more than $2,444,784 shall be transferred to the 

1744 Norfolk sheriff's office; provided further, that not more than $23,371,496 shall be transferred to 

1745 Plymouth sheriff's office; provided further, that not more than $36,998,815 shall be transferred to 

1746 Suffolk sheriff's office; and provided further, that not more than $16,644,937 shall be transferred 

1747 to the Worcester sheriff's office.  

1748  SECTION 156. Section 2 of chapter 137 of the acts of 2026 is hereby further amended by 

1749 inserting after item 1599-4417 the following item:-   

1750  1599-4448 For a reserve to meet the costs of salary adjustments and other economic 

1751 benefits authorized by the ratified collective bargaining agreements......................... $30,000,000  
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1752  SECTION 157. Item 4400-1100 of said section 2 of said chapter 137 is hereby amended 

1753 by striking out the figure “$121,991,351” and inserting in place thereof the following figure:- 

1754 $148,572,340.  

1755  SECTION 158. Item 5042-5000 of said section 2 of said chapter 137 is hereby amended 

1756 by striking out the figure “$4,375,000” and inserting in place thereof the following figure:- 

1757 $4,625,000.   

1758  SECTION 159. Said item 5042-5000 of said section 2 of said chapter 137 is hereby 

1759 further amended by striking out the figure “$675,000” and inserting in place thereof the 

1760 following figure:- $925,000.  

1761  SECTION 160. Item 7006-0011 of said section 2 of said chapter 137 is hereby amended 

1762 by striking out the word “shall” and inserting in place thereof the following word:- may. 

1763  SECTION 161. Said section 2 of said chapter 137 is hereby amended by inserting after 

1764 item 8910-8900 the following 4 items:-   

1765  8910-9000 For the Berkshire sheriff's office, which may expend not more than $145,000 

1766 in revenues collected for the delivery and administration of pre-release healthcare services; 

1767 provided, that the office shall enroll as a MassHealth provider and collect payment for 

1768 MassHealth services it provides to inmates of such office for which federal financial 

1769 participation is available; and provided further, that notwithstanding any general or special law to 

1770 the contrary, for accommodating timing discrepancies between the receipt of retained revenues 

1771 and related expenditures, the office may incur expenses and the comptroller may certify for 

1772 payment amounts not to exceed the lower of this authorization or the most recent revenue 

1773 estimate as reported in the state accounting system............. $145,000   
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1774  8910-9010 For the Franklin sheriff's office, which may expend not more than $165,000 in 

1775 revenues collected for the delivery and administration of pre-release healthcare services; 

1776 provided, that the office shall enroll as a MassHealth provider and collect payment for 

1777 MassHealth services it provides to inmates of such office for which federal financial 

1778 participation is available; and provided further, that notwithstanding any general or special law to 

1779 the contrary, for accommodating timing discrepancies between the receipt of retained revenues 

1780 and related expenditures, the office may incur expenses and the comptroller may certify for 

1781 payment amounts not to exceed the lower of this authorization or the most recent revenue 

1782 estimate as reported in the state accounting system............. $165,000   

1783  8910-9020 For the Hampden sheriff's office, which may expend not more than $945,000 

1784 in revenues collected for the delivery and administration of pre-release healthcare services; 

1785 provided, that the office shall enroll as a MassHealth provider and collect payment for 

1786 MassHealth services it provides to inmates of such office for which federal financial 

1787 participation is available; and provided further, that notwithstanding any general or special law to 

1788 the contrary, for accommodating timing discrepancies between the receipt of retained revenues 

1789 and related expenditures, the office may incur expenses and the comptroller may certify for 

1790 payment amounts not to exceed the lower of this authorization or the most recent revenue 

1791 estimate as reported in the state accounting system............. $945,000   

1792  8910-9030 For the Middlesex sheriff's office, which may expend not more than $730,000 

1793 in revenues collected for the delivery and administration of pre-release healthcare services; 

1794 provided, that the office shall enroll as a MassHealth provider and collect payment for 

1795 MassHealth services it provides to inmates of such office for which federal financial 

1796 participation is available; and provided further, that notwithstanding any general or special law to 
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1797 the contrary, for accommodating timing discrepancies between the receipt of retained revenues 

1798 and related expenditures, the office may incur expenses and the comptroller may certify for 

1799 payment amounts not to exceed the lower of this authorization or the most recent revenue 

1800 estimate as reported in the state accounting system............. $730,000 

1801  SECTION 162. The courthouse of the Dorchester division of the Boston municipal court 

1802 located at 510 Washington street in the city of Boston shall be designated and known as the 

1803 Judge Leslie E. Harris courthouse, in honor of the late Honorable Leslie Earl Harris, a former 

1804 judge of the Suffolk juvenile court, for his many contributions to his community, the judiciary 

1805 and the commonwealth. The division of capital asset management and maintenance shall erect 

1806 and maintain suitable markers bearing the designation in compliance with any applicable 

1807 standards. 

1808  SECTION 163. Notwithstanding chapters 62B, 62C and 63B of the General Laws or any 

1809 other general or special law to the contrary, interest and penalties shall not be imposed on an 

1810 underpayment or late payment of tax for taxable years open for assessment pursuant to section 

1811 26 of said chapter 62C where (1) a taxpayer filed a return with the commissioner of revenue for 

1812 such taxable years prior to enactment of this act that did not accord with sections 8, 16, 37 and 

1813 39 of chapter 101 of the acts of 2026 and paid the tax due by the due date, and the taxpayer files 

1814 a subsequent return with the commissioner of revenue to adjust the previous return to accord 

1815 with said sections 8, 16, 37 and 39 and pays any additional tax due no later than March 1, 2027, 

1816 or (2) a taxpayer had a valid extension as of the due date of the return but their tax liability 

1817 increased due to the enactment of said sections 8, 16, 37 and 39, the taxpayer files a return by the 

1818 due date as extended, and the taxpayer pays the additional tax due no later than March 1, 2027. 
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1819 Only interest and penalties that would directly result from the enactment of said sections 8, 16, 

1820 37, and 39 are to be impacted by this section. 

1821  SECTION 164. Notwithstanding chapters 62B, 62C and 63B of the General Laws or any 

1822 other general or special law to the contrary, interest and penalties shall not be imposed on an 

1823 underpayment or late payment of tax for taxable years open for assessment pursuant to section 

1824 26 of said chapter 62C where (1) a taxpayer filed a return with the commissioner of revenue for 

1825 such taxable years prior to enactment of this act that did not accord with sections 5, 7, and 8 and 

1826 paid the tax due by the due date, and the taxpayer files a subsequent return with the 

1827 commissioner of revenue to adjust the previous return to accord with said sections 5, 7, and 8 

1828 and pays any additional tax due by March 1, 2027, or (2) a taxpayer had a valid extension as of 

1829 the due date of the return but their tax liability increased due to the enactment of said sections 5, 

1830 7, and 8, the taxpayer files a return by the due date as extended and the taxpayer pays the 

1831 additional tax due by March 1, 2027. Only interest and penalties that would directly result from 

1832 the enactment of said sections 5, 7, and 8 are to be impacted by this section. 

1833  SECTION 165. The department of public utilities shall conduct an investigation into 

1834 default service procurement practices to implement section 1B of chapter 164, as amended by 

1835 section 155. Such investigation shall examine procurement practices used in other states and 

1836 shall explore ways to lower default service supply costs to ratepayers, including, but not limited 

1837 to, an examination of: (i) the timing and length of procurements; (ii) self-supply by distribution 

1838 companies; (iii) the impact of customer migrations to municipal aggregation on pricing; and (iv) 

1839 other methods to reduce retail premiums included in default service procurement rates. The 

1840 department shall complete its investigation within 1 year of the effective date of this section. 
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1841  SECTION 166. Notwithstanding any general or special law to the contrary, after 

1842 satisfying the transfer required under clause (i) of section 117 of chapter 9 of the act of 2025, up 

1843 to $600,000,000, at the direction of the secretary of administration and finance, the comptroller 

1844 shall make tax revenue collected from capital gains income above the threshold established in 

1845 section 5G of chapter 29 of the General Laws in fiscal year 2026 available to the General Fund in 

1846 the amount necessary to eliminate any deficits in the budgetary funds pursuant to section 5C of 

1847 said chapter 29. After satisfying the previous provision, the comptroller shall transfer any 

1848 remaining excess capital gains income as follows: (i) 10 per cent to the Transitional Escrow 

1849 Fund established in section 16 of said chapter 76 (ii) 80 per cent to the to the Commonwealth 

1850 Stabilization Fund established in section 2H of said chapter 29; (iii) 5 per cent to the State 

1851 Retiree Benefits Trust Fund established in section 24 of chapter 32A of the General Laws; and 

1852 (iv) 5 per cent to the Commonwealth’s Pension Liability Fund established in subsection (e) of 

1853 subdivision (8) of section 22 of chapter 32 of the General Laws. 

1854  SECTION 167. Notwithstanding any general or special law to the contrary, in fiscal year 

1855 2026, at the direction of the secretary of administration and finance, the comptroller shall transfer 

1856 up to $250,000,000 from the Education and Transportation Fund established in section 

1857 2BBBBBB of chapter 29 of the General Laws to the Student Opportunity Act Investment Fund 

1858 established in section 35RRR of chapter 10 of the General Laws.  

1859  SECTION 168. Notwithstanding any general or special law to the contrary, in fiscal year 

1860 2026, at the direction of the secretary of administration and finance, the comptroller shall transfer 

1861 up to $50,000,000 from the Education and Transportation Fund established in section 2BBBBBB 

1862 of chapter 29 of the General Laws to the Early Education and Care Operational Grant Fund 

1863 established in section 19 of chapter 15D of the General Laws. 
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1864  SECTION 169. Notwithstanding any general or special law to the contrary, in fiscal year 

1865 2026, the comptroller shall transfer the amount of interest earnings attributable to the funds 

1866 established in sections 2BBBBBB, 2CCCCCC and 2DDDDDD of chapter 29 of the General 

1867 Laws in fiscal year 2026 to the Student Opportunity Act Investment Fund established in section 

1868 35RRR of chapter 10 of the General Laws.  

1869  SECTION 170. Notwithstanding any general or special law to the contrary, for fiscal year 

1870 2026, the comptroller shall transfer an amount equal to the amounts expended for items 1596-

1871 2452 and 1596-2411 in section 2 of chapter 9 of the acts of 2025 in fiscal year 2026 from the 

1872 Education and Transportation Fund established in section 2BBBBBB of chapter 29 of the 

1873 General Laws to the General Fund to support the fulfillment of the purposes of said items. 

1874  SECTION 171. Notwithstanding any general or special law to the contrary, the secretary 

1875 of administration and finance may direct the comptroller to adjust the percentage share from each 

1876 fund supporting item 7061-0008 in section 2 of chapter 9 of the acts of 2025.   

1877  SECTION 172. Notwithstanding any general or special law to the contrary, for fiscal year 

1878 2026, all abandoned property net revenue, as defined by section 5H of chapter 29 of the General 

1879 Laws, shall remain in the General Fund. 

1880  SECTION 173. Notwithstanding any general or special law to the contrary, in fiscal year 

1881 2026, the comptroller shall transfer $10,000,000 from the General Fund to the Massachusetts 

1882 Life Sciences Center established in section 3 of chapter 23I of the General Laws for 

1883 programming and operations that advance efforts related to life sciences and spur economic 

1884 growth in the commonwealth. 
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1885   SECTION 174. Notwithstanding any general or special law to the contrary, the secretary 

1886 of administration and finance shall estimate the amount of any federal reimbursements claimed 

1887 or anticipated to be claimed but not yet received in connection with costs incurred in fiscal year 

1888 2026. For the purposes of certifying the amount of the consolidated net surplus in the budgetary 

1889 funds at the close of fiscal year 2026 pursuant to section 5C of chapter 29 of the General Laws, 

1890 at the direction of the secretary, the comptroller shall record the estimates for each budgetary 

1891 fund made pursuant to this section as statutory receivables in fiscal year 2026.   

1892  SECTION 175. Notwithstanding any general or special law to the contrary, section 18 of 

1893 chapter 28 of the acts of 2023 shall not be in effect for the purposes of establishing the annual 

1894 spending threshold set pursuant to subsection (f) of section 2BBBBBB of chapter 29 of the 

1895 General Laws for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2028.  

1896  SECTION 176. (a) Notwithstanding any general or special law to the contrary, retail 

1897 sellers of gasoline for use on public highways shall reduce their retail sales price of gasoline by 

1898 the amount of the excise imposed by section 4 of chapter 64A of the General Laws for a period 

1899 of 60 days, and be reimbursed for such reduction via a credit as provided in subsection (d).  

1900  (b) Notwithstanding any general or special law to the contrary, retail sellers of diesel for 

1901 use on public highways shall reduce their retail sales price of diesel by the amount of the excise 

1902 imposed by section 4 of chapter 64E of the General Laws for a period of 60 days, and be 

1903 reimbursed for such reduction via a credit as provided in subsection (d). 

1904  (c) Notwithstanding any general or special law to the contrary, the excise imposed by 

1905 section 3 of chapter 64F of the General Laws for the propulsion of motor vehicles upon or over 
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1906 the highways of the commonwealth shall be reduced by 24 cents per gallon, for a period of 60 

1907 days.  

1908  (d) Retail sellers of gasoline and diesel shall keep records of the amount of gasoline and 

1909 diesel sold at the reduced sales prices (“tax-free gasoline and diesel”) pursuant to subsections (a) 

1910 and (b) and shall certify to the distributor, unclassified exporter, unclassified importer, or 

1911 supplier from which the fuel was purchased the total gallons of tax-free gasoline and diesel sold 

1912 and the total amount of savings realized by their customers as a result of these reduced sales 

1913 prices. The distributor, unclassified exporter, unclassified importer, or supplier shall provide the 

1914 retail seller with a credit in the amount of such total savings toward payment of the excise 

1915 pursuant to section 4 of chapter 64A or section 4 of chapter 64E of the General Laws, as 

1916 applicable. The distributor, unclassified exporter, unclassified importer, or supplier shall report 

1917 the amount of tax-free gasoline or diesel sold on the applicable return. Retail sellers shall 

1918 maintain records sufficient to demonstrate that their prices are in compliance with subsections (a) 

1919 and (b) and shall retain these records in accordance with section 25 of chapter 62C.   

1920  (e) Notwithstanding any general or special law to the contrary, sales tax pursuant to 

1921 section 2 of chapter 64H of the General Laws shall not be imposed on the sale of gasoline by a 

1922 distributor, unclassified importer, unclassified exporter, or supplier for use on public highways, 

1923 or on the sale of diesel for use on public highways, for a period of 60 days. 

1924  (f) A violation of subsections (a) or (b) of this section shall be deemed an unfair method 

1925 of competition and an unfair or deceptive trade practice under chapter 93A of the General Laws. 

1926  (g) The 60-day period specified in subsections (a) and (b) shall be considered a market 

1927 emergency for purposes of 940 C.M.R. 3.00. 



93 of 102 

1928  (h) The department of revenue may promulgate regulations or other guidance necessary 

1929 for the implementation, administration, and enforcement of this section. 

1930  SECTION 177. Notwithstanding any general or special law to the contrary, in fiscal year 

1931 2027, the comptroller, at the direction of the secretary of administration and finance, shall 

1932 transfer from the Education and Transportation Fund established in section 2BBBBBB of chapter 

1933 29 of the General Laws to the Commonwealth Transportation Fund established in section 2ZZZ 

1934 of said chapter 29, an amount equal to the amount of excise reported by distributors, unclassified 

1935 exporters, unclassified importers, or suppliers to the department of revenue attributable to 

1936 gasoline or diesel sold during the 60 day period described in section 188. 

1937  SECTION 178. Notwithstanding any general or special law to the contrary, any 

1938 improvements, construction, alterations or renovations to the real property of the Massachusetts 

1939 Technology Park Corporation located in the Town of Westborough delegated to Kopin 

1940 Corporation, as a lessee or a licensee of the corporation, which are estimated to cost $2,250,000 

1941 or less, shall not be subject to subsection (c) of section 4A of chapter 40J of the General Laws. 

1942  SECTION 179. Section 178 is hereby repealed. 

1943  SECTION 180. The salary adjustments and other economic benefits authorized by the 

1944 following collective bargaining agreements shall be effective for the purposes of section 7 of 

1945 chapter 150E of the General Laws:  

1946   (1) the agreement between the Commonwealth of Massachusetts and the State Police 

1947 Association of Massachusetts (SPAM), Unit 5A; and  
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1948  (2) the agreement between the Commonwealth of Massachusetts and the Massachusetts 

1949 Officers Federated Union (MCOFU), Unit 4.  

1950  SECTION 181. Section 9 shall take effect for taxable years beginning on or after January 

1951 1, 2026. 

1952  SECTION 182. Section 176 shall be effective 7 days from the effective date of this act. 

1953  SECTION 183. Section 178 shall take effect on December 31, 2027. 

1954  SECTION 184: Chapter 32 of the General Laws is hereby amended by inserting after 

1955 section 89E the following section:- 

1956  'Section 89F. If a sworn police officer of a police department of a city or town, a sworn 

1957 police officer of the Department of state police, or a firefighter for a fire department of a city or 

1958 town, corrections officer, parole officer or National Guard member, who is killed, or dies from 

1959 injuries received, or dies as a natural or proximate result of undergoing a hazard peculiar to his or 

1960 her employment, while in the performance of his or her duty, their next of kin shall receive a flag 

1961 of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts and a flag of the United States during the memorial 

1962 service, the cost of which shall be borne by the Commonwealth.'" 

1963  SECTION 185. Subsection (f) of section 11F of chapter 25A, as appearing in the 2024 

1964 Official Edition, is hereby amended by adding the following sentences:- 

1965  Not less than fifty per cent of alternative compliance payments made pursuant to this 

1966 section shall be credited directly to electric ratepayers. The department of energy resources, in 

1967 consultation with the department of public utilities, shall establish by regulation a mechanism to 

1968 ensure that: (1) all such payments are returned to ratepayers in the service territory of the retail 



95 of 102 

1969 electricity supplier or municipal aggregator that submitted the payment, on a per kilowatt-hour 

1970 basis or other equitable crediting method; and (2) the credits shall appear as bill reductions or 

1971 refunds to ratepayers within 90 days of the close of the compliance year in which the payment 

1972 was made. Any administrative costs associated with implementing this subsection shall be 

1973 minimized and may be deducted from such payments prior to their return to ratepayers, provided 

1974 that such deductions do not exceed reasonable expenses as approved by the department of public 

1975 utilities. 

1976  SECTION 186. Section 78 of said chapter 10, as so appearing, is hereby amended by 

1977 striking out subsection (a) and inserting in place thereof the following subsection:- 

1978  (a) As used in this section, the following words shall have the following meanings unless 

1979 the context clearly requires otherwise: 

1980  “Active service in the armed forces”, shall not include active duty for training in the 

1981 Army National Guard or Air National Guard or active service for training as a reservist in the 

1982 armed forces of the United States. 

1983  “Armed forces”, the United States Army, Army of the United States, Army Reserves, 

1984 United States Navy, United States Naval Reserve, United States Marine Corps, United States 

1985 Marine Corps Reserve, United States Coast Guard, United States Coast Guard Reserve, Army 

1986 Nurse Corps, Navy Nurse Corps, United States Air Force, United States Air Force Reserve, 

1987 United States Space Force, Air National Guard and Army National Guard, including women’s 

1988 branches of the armed forces. 

1989  “Korean Emergency”, the period on or after June 25, 1950 to January 31, 1955, inclusive. 
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1990  “Persian Gulf War”, the period on or after August 2, 1990 to November 30, 1995, 

1991 inclusive. 

1992  “Vietnam Conflict”, the period on or after July 1, 1958 to May 17, 1975, inclusive. 

1993  “World War II”, the period on or after September 16, 1940 to July 25, 1947, inclusive. 

1994  SECTION 187. Said section 78 of said chapter 10, as so appearing, is hereby further 

1995 amended by striking out, in line 17, the words “served in” and inserting in place thereof the 

1996 following words:- served, or is currently serving, in. 

1997  SECTION 188. Said section 78 of said chapter 10, as so appearing, is further amended by 

1998 striking the word “related”, in line 19, and inserting in place thereof the following words:- 

1999 qualifying contingency. 

2000  SECTION 189. Said section 78 of said chapter 10, as so appearing, is hereby further 

2001 amended by striking out, in lines 22 to 24, inclusive, the words “have been in the commonwealth 

2002 for a period of not less than 6 months before the time of the person’s entry into the service” and 

2003 inserting in place thereof the following words:- be in the commonwealth. 

2004  SECTION 190. Said section 78 of said chapter 10, as so appearing, is hereby further 

2005 amended by striking out, in line 49, the words “Medal for” and inserting in place thereof the 

2006 following words:- Medal, or equivalent Expeditionary Medal, for. 

2007  SECTION 191. Said section 78 of said chapter 10, as so appearing, is hereby further 

2008 amended by striking out, in lines 55 to 57, inclusive, the words “have been in the commonwealth 

2009 for a period of not less than 6 months immediately before the time of the person’s entry into 

2010 service” and inserting in place thereof the following words:- be in the commonwealth. 
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2011  SECTION 192. Subsection (b) of said section 78 of said chapter 10, as so appearing, is 

2012 hereby amended by adding the following paragraph:- 

2013  (6) Upon application, as provided in this section and as specified in rules and regulations 

2014 established by the state treasurer, there shall be allowed and paid out of the treasury of the 

2015 commonwealth, without further appropriation, the sums specified in such rules and regulations to 

2016 each person who has served in the armed forces of the United States in active service as part of 

2017 World War II, the Korean Emergency, the Vietnam Conflict or the Persian Gulf War; provided, 

2018 however, that the domicile of a person on account of whose service the application is filed shall 

2019 be the commonwealth. 

2020  SECTION 193. Said section 78 of said chapter 10, as so appearing, is hereby further 

2021 amended by striking out, in line 68, the figure “(i)” and inserting in place thereof the following 

2022 figure:- (ii). 

2023  SECTION 194. The first paragraph of subsection (e) of said section 78 of said chapter 10, 

2024 as so appearing, is hereby amended by striking out the fifth and sixth sentences. 

2025  SECTION 195. Said section 78 of said chapter 10, as so appearing, is hereby further 

2026 amended by striking out, in line 106, the word “section” and inserting in place thereof the 

2027 following word: chapter.  

2028  SECTION 196. Said section 78 of said chapter 10, as so appearing, is hereby further 

2029 amended by striking out, in lines 111 and 112, the word “designed” and inserting in place thereof 

2030 the following word:- designated. 
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2031  SECTION 197. Said section 78 of said chapter 10, as so appearing, is hereby further 

2032 amended by inserting after the word “service”, in line 123, the following words:- during the 

2033 enlistment period. 

2034  SECTION 198. Section 7 of chapter 15D of the General Laws, as so appearing, is hereby 

2035 amended by striking out, in lines 38 to 41, inclusive, the words “and all supported findings and 

2036 pending investigations of abuse or neglect available through the department of children and 

2037 families consistent with sections 51B, 51E, and 51F of chapter 119” and inserting in place 

2038 thereof the following words:- all supported findings and pending investigations of abuse or 

2039 neglect available through the department of children and families, consistent with sections 51B, 

2040 51E and 51F of chapter 119, and information contained in the registry established and 

2041 maintained by the commission for the protection of persons with disabilities pursuant to section 

2042 15 of chapter 19C. 

2043  SECTION 199. Paragraph (ii) of subsection (a) of said section 7 of said chapter 15D, as 

2044 so appearing, is hereby amended by adding the following sentence:- The department shall obtain 

2045 all information contained in the registry established and maintained by the commission for the 

2046 protection of persons with disabilities pursuant to section 15 of chapter 19C. 

2047  SECTION 200. Section 245 of said chapter 111, as inserted by chapter 182 of the acts of 

2048 2024, is hereby repealed.  

2049  SECTION 201. Said chapter 111 is hereby further amended by inserting after section 245 

2050 the following section: 

2051  Section 245A. (a) As used in this section, the following words shall, unless the context 

2052 clearly requires otherwise, have the following meanings: 
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2053  “Auxiliary firefighting personal protective equipment”, personal protective equipment 

2054 other than firefighting personal protective equipment garments, including self-contained 

2055 breathing apparatuses and other respiratory protection products, hearing protection, protective 

2056 communication devices and fall protection products, as classified by the secretary of public 

2057 safety and security. 

2058  “Components of auxiliary firefighting personal protective equipment”, items including 

2059 batteries, o-rings, circuit boards, valves and linings that are used to manufacture or power 

2060 auxiliary firefighter personal protective equipment including self-contained breathing apparatus. 

2061  “Firefighting personal protective equipment garments”, clothing or wearable items 

2062 designed, intended or marketed to be worn by firefighting personnel in the performance of their 

2063 duties that is designed for use in fire and rescue activities, including, but not limited to, jackets, 

2064 pants, footwear, gloves, helmets and respiratory equipment. 

2065  “Intentionally-added PFAS”, PFAS chemicals that are added to a product or that enter the 

2066 product from the manufacturing or processing of the product; provided, however, that the 

2067 manufacturer of the product knows, or is reasonably expected to know, or possesses or controls 

2068 information of the addition of PFAS chemicals; and provided further, that “intentionally-added 

2069 PFAS” shall include any degradation products containing PFAS chemicals or products for which 

2070 PFAS chemicals or PFAS precursors are used as a processing agent or mold release agent or 

2071 PFAS created by chemical reactions. 

2072  “Local government”, a county, city, town, fire district, regional fire protection authority 

2073 or special purpose district that provides firefighting services. 
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2074  “Manufacturer”, a person, firm, association, partnership, corporation, organization, joint 

2075 venture, importer or domestic distributor that manufactures, sells or distributes firefighting 

2076 agents or firefighting equipment; provided, however, that in the case of a product imported into 

2077 the United States, “manufacturer” shall include the importer or first domestic distributor of the 

2078 product if the person that manufactured or assembled or whose brand name is affixed to the 

2079 product does not have a presence in the United States. 

2080  “Perfluoraolkyl and polyfluoraolkyl substances” or “PFAS chemicals”, a class of 

2081 fluorinated organic chemicals containing at least 1 fully fluorinated carbon atom. 

2082  (b) A manufacturer or other person that sells firefighting personal protective equipment 

2083 garments to a person, local government or state agency shall not manufacture, knowingly sell, 

2084 offer for sale, distribute for sale or distribute for use in the commonwealth any firefighting 

2085 personal protective equipment garments containing intentionally-added PFAS. 

2086  (c)(1) A manufacturer or other person that sells auxiliary firefighting personal protective 

2087 equipment with components containing PFAS chemicals to any person, local government or state 

2088 agency shall provide written notice to the purchaser at the time of sale which shall state: (i) that 

2089 the auxiliary firefighting personal protective equipment contains PFAS chemicals; (ii) 

2090 components that contain PFAS and the reason for which the components of the auxiliary 

2091 firefighting personal protective equipment contains PFAS chemicals; and (iii) the specific PFAS 

2092 chemicals within the product listed by chemical name and abbreviated name. 

2093  (2) A manufacturer or other person selling auxiliary firefighting personal protective 

2094 equipment and the purchaser of said equipment shall retain a copy of the notice on file for not 

2095 less than 3 years from the date of the purchase. Upon the request of the department, a 
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2096 manufacturer or purchaser shall furnish the notice, or copies of the notice, and associated sales 

2097 documentation to the department within 60 days of the request. 

2098  (3) Beginning January 31, 2027, and every one year thereafter, each manufacturer that 

2099 sold auxiliary firefighting personal protective equipment with components containing PFAS 

2100 chemicals to any person, local government or state agency in the Commonwealth of 

2101 Massachusetts during the preceding calendar year shall submit to the Department of Fire 

2102 Services, on or before January 31 of the applicable reporting year, a summary of the 

2103 manufacturer's current efforts to eliminate the components that contain PFAS chemicals from 

2104 such equipment. 

2105  SECTION 202. Section 245A of said chapter 111, as added by section 70, is hereby 

2106 further amended by striking out subsection (c) and inserting in place thereof the following 

2107 subsection:- 

2108  (c) A manufacturer or other person that sells auxiliary firefighting personal protective 

2109 equipment to a person, local government or state agency shall not manufacture, knowingly sell, 

2110 offer for sale, distribute for sale or distribute for use in the commonwealth any auxiliary 

2111 firefighting personal protective equipment containing intentionally-added PFAS. 

2112  SECTION 203. Sections 187, 198 and 199 shall take effect July 1, 2027. 

2113  SECTION 204. Notwithstanding any general or special law to the contrary, the office of 

2114 climate innovation and resilience, in consultation with the department of transportation, shall 

2115 make publicly available, not later than December 31, 2026, the final report prepared pursuant to 

2116 bid solicitation number BD-24-1030-0P100-0P010-98427, entitled "DOT RFP/Decarbonization 

2117 Investment and Benefits Analysis," issued through the operational services division. The report, 
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2118 together with all final deliverables prepared pursuant to said solicitation, including but not 

2119 limited to executive summaries, technical appendices, methodologies, modeling assumptions, 

2120 supporting analyses, and recommendations, shall be posted in a searchable, downloadable, and 

2121 publicly accessible format on the office's website. The office shall file all documentation 

2122 contained therein with the joint committee on telecommunications, utilities and energy, the house 

2123 and senate committees on ways and means, and the clerks of the house of representatives and 

2124 senate. 

2125  SECTION 205. Notwithstanding any general or special law to the contrary, for the 

2126 purposes of tax years 2026, 2027 and 2028, the real estate tax payment to be considered for 

2127 purposes of calculating the senior circuit breaker shall include 50 per cent of the owner’s home 

2128 energy utility bills actually paid in the taxable year for which the credit is sought. 
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