SENATE DOCKET, NO. 1918 FILED ON: 1/17/2025

SENATE . ............. No.

The Commontwealth of Massachusetts

PRESENTED BY:

Julian Cyr

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts in General
Court assembled:

The undersigned legislators and/or citizens respectfully petition for the adoption of the accompanying bill:

An Act eliminating cost sharing for certain behavioral health services.

PETITION OF:
NAME: DISTRICT/ADDRESS:
Julian Cyr Cape and Islands

1ofl



10

11

12

13

SENATE DOCKET, NO. 1918 FILED ON: 1/17/2025

SENATE . ............. No.

[Pin Slip]

The Commontwealth of Massachusetts

In the One Hundred and Ninety-Fourth General Court
(2025-2026)

An Act eliminating cost sharing for certain behavioral health services.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the authority
of the same, as follows:

SECTION 1. Chapter 32A of the General Laws, as appearing in the 2022 Official
Edition, is hereby amended by striking section 17M and inserting in place thereof the following

section:-

Section 17M. (a) For the purposes of this section the term "substance use disorder
treatment" shall include: early intervention services for substance use disorder treatment; a
substance use disorder evaluation as defined in section 511/2 of chapter 111; outpatient services
including medically assisted therapies; intensive outpatient and partial hospitalization services;
residential or inpatient services, not covered under section 17N; and medically managed

intensive inpatient services, not covered under said section 17N.

(b) Any coverage offered by the commission to an active or retired employee of the
commonwealth insured under the group insurance commission shall not require a member to
obtain a preauthorization for substance use disorder treatment if the provider is certified or

licensed by the department of public health. Substance use disorder treatment shall be covered
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with no patient cost-sharing; provided, however, that cost-sharing shall be required if the
applicable plan is governed by the Federal Internal Revenue Code and would lose its tax-exempt

status as a result of the prohibition on cost-sharing for this service.

SECTION 2. Section 22 of said chapter 32A, as so appearing, is hereby amended be

inserting after subsection (e) the following subsection:-

(f) Benefits pursuant to this section shall be covered with no patient cost-sharing;
provided, however, that cost-sharing shall be required if the applicable plan is governed by the
Federal Internal Revenue Code and would lose its tax-exempt status as a result of the prohibition

on cost-sharing for this service.

SECTION 3. Chapter 175 of the General Laws, as appearing in the 2022 Official Edition,

is hereby amended by striking section 47FF and inserting in place thereof the following section:-

Section 47FF. (a) For the purposes of this section the term "substance use disorder
treatment" shall include: early intervention services for substance use disorder treatment; a
substance use disorder evaluation, as defined in section 511/2 of chapter 111; outpatient services
including medically assisted therapies; intensive outpatient and partial hospitalization services;
residential or inpatient services, not covered under section 47GG; and medically managed

intensive inpatient services, not covered under said section 47GG.

Any policy, contract, agreement, plan or certificate of insurance issued, delivered or
renewed within the commonwealth, which is considered creditable coverage under section 1 of
chapter 118M, shall not require a member to obtain a preauthorization for substance abuse
treatment if the provider is certified or licensed by the department of public health. Substance use
disorder treatment shall be covered with no patient cost-sharing; provided, however, that cost-
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sharing shall be required if the applicable plan is governed by the Federal Internal Revenue Code

and would lose its tax-exempt status as a result of the prohibition on cost-sharing for this service.

SECTION 4. Section 47B of said chapter 175, as so appearing, is hereby amended be

inserting after subsection (e) the following subsection:-

(f) Benefits pursuant to this section shall be covered with no patient cost-sharing;
provided, however, that cost-sharing shall be required if the applicable plan is governed by the
Federal Internal Revenue Code and would lose its tax-exempt status as a result of the prohibition

on cost-sharing for this service.

SECTION 5. Chapter 176A of the General Laws, as appearing in the 2022 Official
Edition is hereby amended by striking section 8HH, and inserting in place thereof the following

section:-

Section 8HH. (a) For the purposes of this section the term "substance use disorder
treatment" shall include: early intervention services for substance use disorder treatment; a
substance use disorder evaluation, as defined in section 511/2 of chapter 111; outpatient services
including medically assisted therapies; intensive outpatient and partial hospitalization services;
residential or inpatient services, not covered under section 8II; and medically managed intensive

inpatient services, not covered under said section 8II.

Any contract between a subscriber and the corporation under an individual or group
hospital service plan which is delivered, issued or renewed within the commonwealth shall not
require a member to obtain a preauthorization for substance use disorder treatment if the provider
is certified or licensed by the department of public health. Substance use disorder treatment shall
be covered with no patient cost-sharing; provided, however, that cost-sharing shall be required if
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the applicable plan is governed by the Federal Internal Revenue Code and would lose its tax-

exempt status as a result of the prohibition on cost-sharing for this service.

SECTION 6. Section 8A of said chapter 176A, as so appearing, is hereby amended be

inserting after subsection (e) the following subsection:-

(f) Benefits pursuant to this section shall be covered with no patient cost-sharing;
provided, however, that cost-sharing shall be required if the applicable plan is governed by the
Federal Internal Revenue Code and would lose its tax-exempt status as a result of the prohibition

on cost-sharing for this service.

SECTION 7. Chapter 176B of the General Laws, as appearing in the 2022 Official
Edition, is hereby amended by striking section 4HH and inserting in place thereof the following

section:-

Section 4HH. (a) For the purposes of this section the term "substance use disorder
treatment" shall include: early intervention services for substance use disorder treatment; a
substance use disorder evaluation, as defined in section 511/2 of chapter 111; outpatient services
including medically assisted therapies; intensive outpatient and partial hospitalization services;
residential or inpatient services, not covered under section 41I1; and medically managed intensive

inpatient services, not covered under said section 4II.

Any subscription certificate under an individual or group medical service agreement
delivered, issued or renewed within the commonwealth shall not require a member to obtain a
preauthorization for substance use disorder treatment if the provider is certified or licensed by
the department of public health. Substance use disorder treatment shall be covered with no
patient cost-sharing; provided, however, that cost-sharing shall be required if the applicable plan
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is governed by the Federal Internal Revenue Code and would lose its tax-exempt status as a

result of the prohibition on cost-sharing for this service.

SECTION 8. Section 4A of said chapter 176B, as so appearing, is hereby amended be

inserting after subsection (e) the following subsection:-

(f) Benefits pursuant to this section shall be covered with no patient cost-sharing;
provided, however, that cost-sharing shall be required if the applicable plan is governed by the
Federal Internal Revenue Code and would lose its tax-exempt status as a result of the prohibition

on cost-sharing for this service.

SECTION 9. Chapter 176G of the General Laws, as appearing in the 2022 Official
Edition, is hereby amended by striking section 4Z and inserting in place thereof the following

section:-

Section 4Z. For the purposes of this section the term "substance use disorder treatment”
shall include: early intervention services for substance use disorder treatment; a substance use
disorder evaluation, as defined in section 511/2 of chapter 111; outpatient services including
medically assisted therapies; intensive outpatient and partial hospitalization services; residential
or inpatient services, not covered under section 4AA; and medically managed intensive inpatient

services, not covered under said section 4AA.

Any individual or group health maintenance contract that is issued or renewed shall not
require a member to obtain a preauthorization for substance use disorder treatment if the provider
is certified or licensed by the department of public health. Substance use disorder treatment shall

be covered with no patient cost-sharing; provided, however, that cost-sharing shall be required if
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the applicable plan is governed by the Federal Internal Revenue Code and would lose its tax-

exempt status as a result of the prohibition on cost-sharing for this service.

SECTION 10. Section 4M of said chapter 176G, as so appearing, is hereby amended be

inserting after subsection (e) the following subsection:-

(f) Benefits pursuant to this section shall be covered with no patient cost-sharing;
provided, however, that cost-sharing shall be required if the applicable plan is governed by the
Federal Internal Revenue Code and would lose its tax-exempt status as a result of the prohibition

on cost-sharing for this service.
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