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CURRENT LAW

Section 25E of Chapter 138 of the General Laws makes it an unfair trade practice for a
manufacturer of any alcoholic beverage, absent “good cause”, to refuse to sell to a wholesaler
a brand item if the wholesaler has made regular sales of such brand item in the preceding six
months. Essentially, manufacturers (brewers) cannot cancel an existing contract or refuse to
sell to a wholesaler without good cause.

SUMMARY

This legislation seeks to ensure that any distiller, manufacturer, importer or producer which
obtains the right to sell, ship or distribute any brand item under section 25E shall still be
subject to all the rights privileges, duties, and obligations of its predecessor from whom the
brand was acquired from.



