COMMITTEE ON REVENUE ~ HOUSE BILL SUMMARY  
  
  
Bill Number:		S.2055 (similar to H.3157) 
  
Name:	AN ACT REPEALING THE SALES TAX ON BOATS BUILT OR REBUILT IN THE COMMONWEALTH 
  
Sponsor(s):		Sen. Patrick M. O’Connor (Scituate) 
  
Hearing Date:		May 13, 2025 

Reporting Date:	July 12, 2025
 
Prior History:		2023-24 (S.1919): Ordered to a House Study
2021-22 (S.1967): Ordered to a House Study  
2019-20 (S.1734): Ordered to a House Study 
2017-18 (S.1594): Ordered to a Senate Study 
2015-16 (S.1486, filed by Sen. Robert L. Hedlund): Ordered to a Senate Study 
2013-14 (S.1341, filed by Sen. Robert L. Hedlund): Ordered to a Senate Study 
 
CURRENT LAW:               
M.G.L. c. 64H § 2 – Sales tax rate: The Massachusetts sales tax is 6.25% of the sales price or rental charge of tangible personal property or certain telecommunications sold or rented within Massachusetts, unless specifically exempted by statute. The purchaser pays sales tax to the vendor and the vendor remits the sales tax to DOR. 
  
M.G.L. c. 64H § 6 – Exemptions: Certain categories of tangible personal property are exempt from the sales tax, including food, clothing, and medicine. 
  
PROPOSED CHANGE(S):		  
This bill would exempt from the sales tax boats that are built or rebuilt in Massachusetts, by Massachusetts craftsmen. 
 

