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CURRENT LAW/LAWS: M.G.L. c. 3, §69- Commission on status of grandparents raising grandchildren; membership; powers and duties; report - Establishes a 15-person Permanent Commission on the Status of Grandparents Raising Grandchildren. Appointments consist of state officials, agencies and residents who serve a 2-year term and are tasked with being a resource to the Commonwealth on issues affecting grandparents raising grandchildren. The Commission may support organizations, advise policymakers, assess relevant state programs, explore the merit of establishing a state agency dedicated to grandparent's issues, and identify related issues. 

SUMMARY: This bill expands the Commission on the Status of Grandparents Raising Grandchildren by amending M.G.L. c. 3, §69 by striking paragraph (a) and replacing it with a new paragraph that adds 6 members to the Commission. The Commissioner of the Department of Children and Families (DCF) will appoint 3 people, 1 of whom shall be from DCF and 2 of whom shall be grandparents or kinship caregivers with current or past experience raising minor children; the Commissioner of the Department of Transitional Assistance (DTA) will appoint 1 person; and the Officers of the Commission will nominate 3 grandparents or kinship caregivers who will be appointed by a majority vote of the Commissioners present. 

The bill also amends subsection (b) to increase the term limit to 4 years and sets requirements for nominations. The bill also amends subsection (e) which gives Commission the power to advocate for changes the Commission deems necessary and appropriate.

