JOINT COMMITTEE ON CHILDREN, FAMILIES AND PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES 
2025-2026 (194TH) BILL SUMMARY 

Bill Number: H.234

Title: An Act relative to child fatality review

Sponsors: Rep. Michael J. Finn (West Springfield) 

Hearing Date: May 13, 2025

Reporting date: July 12, 2025
 
Prior History:
2023-2024 (H.162): Reported favorably; New draft H.4391; Referred to HWM

Similar Matters: S.133 (Sen. Adam Gomez – Identical) 

CURRENT LAWS: M.G.L. c. 38, §2A - Medical Examiners and Inquests; State and local multidisciplinary child fatality review teams - This section outlines the definitions, structure and purpose of state and local child fatality review teams (CFRTs). The team is within the Office of the Medical Examiner (OOME). The Chief Medical Examiner chairs the committee with members from the Attorney General’s Office (AGO), Department of Children and Families (DCF), Department of Public Health (DPH), Department of Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) and more. Their job is to decrease, prevent and understand the cause of child fatalities or near fatalities and advise based on these findings. They also are required to collect data and provide training for local child fatality review teams. Local fatality review teams are chaired by the District Attorney and include the Chief Medical Examiner, representatives from various child welfare agencies, including DCF and DPH. The local team is focused specifically on deaths and near deaths in the district and is tasked with coordinating information collection and working with other agencies to best understand these fatalities. The law also highlights important confidentiality protections with which the team must comply.
 
M.G.L. c. 38, §3 - Medical Examiners and Inquests; Duty to report deaths; failure to report - This section establishes guidelines that any individual who knows about certain types of child deaths (i.e. suicide, death in custody, suspicion of abuse, sudden death, etc.) must report them to the OOME. It also establishes punishments if the guidelines are not followed. 
 
SUMMARY: The bill repeals M.G.L. c. 38, §2A and creates a new section M.G.L. c. 18c, §15 that would change the office that oversees the state and local multidisciplinary CFRTs from the OOME to the Office of the Child Advocate (OCA). The OCA and the Commissioner of DPH (or designees) will co-chair the team. 

The bill also amends M.G.L. c. 38, §3 to require that the OCA immediately sends any notification or report of a death of a child under the age of 18  to the state CFRT as established by M.G.L c. 18C, §15, including, but not limited to, the known facts concerning the time, place, manner, circumstances and cause of such death. The Chief Medical Examiner shall provide any additional information to the team upon request.



