JOINT COMMITTEE ON CHILDREN, FAMILIES AND PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES 
2025-2026 (194TH) BILL SUMMARY  
 
 
Bill Number: H.247

Title: An Act updating the juvenile justice policy and data board 

Sponsor(s): Rep. Natalie M. Higgins (Leominster)
 
Hearing Date: May 13, 2025

Reporting Deadline: July 12, 2025 

Prior History: None. 

Similar Matters: S.116 (Sen. Sal N. DiDomenico - Identical)

CURRENT LAW: M.G.L. c.119, §89 - Protection and Care of Children, and Proceedings Against them; Juvenile justice policy and data board - This section establishes the definitions used in the chapter including, Alternative lock-up program; Child advocate; Criminal justice agencies; Juvenile; Office; Racial or ethnic category; and Type of crime. It also establishes the purpose of the Juvenile Justice Policy and Data Board and key responsibilities. 

SUMMARY: This bill amends M.G.L c.119, §89 to add a 23rd member to the Juvenile Justice Policy and Data Board. It also adds a requirement that one of the board members must be the Executive Director of the Commission on Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender and Queer Youth or a designee.   

It also removes a requirement that states that 2 board members must be parents whose children have been subject to juvenile court jurisdiction and instead requires that 3 individuals with past juvenile justice involvement be chosen from a list provided by The Transformation Center DBA Kiva Centers and a list provided by the Parent/Professional Advocacy League, Inc. At least 1 of whom is a parent whose child has been subject to juvenile court jurisdiction and 1 of whom is an adult who was subject to juvenile court jurisdiction as a child. 


