JOINT COMMITTEE ON CHILDREN, FAMILIES AND PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES 
2025-2026 (194TH) BILL SUMMARY

Bill Number: H.283

Title: An Act Relative to a Loan Repayment Program for Human Service Workers 

Sponsor(s): Rep. Jeffrey N. Roy (Franklin) and Rep. Sean Garballey (Arlington)

Hearing Date: Tuesday, May 13, 2025

Reporting Deadline: 	July 12, 2025

Prior History:  
2023-24 (H.214): Accompanied S.77; Reported favorably; Referred to SWM
2021-22 (H.266): Reported favorably; Referred to HWM
2019-20 (H.163): New draft H.4233; Reported favorably; Referred to HWM
2017-18 (H.116): Reported favorably; Referred to HWM
2015-16 (H.124): Reported favorably as amended; Referred to Health Care Financing; Ordered to a study

Similar Matters: S.119 (Sen. Sal N. DiDomenico – Identical)

CURRENT LAW:  
M.G.L. c. 6A: Executive Offices - Establishes the definitions and each of the executive offices as well as their goals and purpose. 

SUMMARY:  
This bill amends M.G.L. c. 6A by adding a new section establishing an education loan repayment program for human service workers. The Executive Office of Health and Human Services (EOHHS) is to administer this program in accordance with guidelines promulgated by the Department of Higher Education (DHE). Individuals would be eligible for a loan repayment if they work a minimum of 35 hours/week as a human services worker at an approved community human services organization for at least one year before applying. The program can be applied to student loans for graduates with a certificate or undergraduate/graduate degrees. Priority will be given to applicants whose salary is less than $60,000/year, are bilingual, work in an Advancing Health Equity in Massachusetts (AHEM) community and have worked in the field for at least 3 years. The bill defines an “AHEM” community as a community with the largest health disparities as identified by EOHHS. 

Applicants are eligible for up to $6,000 for an associate degree, up to $20,000 for a bachelor’s degree and up to $30,000 for a master’s degree. Applicants must agree to a service commitment of 1 year for an associate degree loan, 2 years for a bachelor's degree loan and 3 years for a master’s degree loan.

