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CURRENT LAW:

​Section 78 of Chapter 10 of the Massachusetts General Laws establishes a state-funded bonus program for veterans who served in specific U.S. military operations. The law outlines eligibility criteria, benefit amounts, application procedures, and provisions for deceased veterans. 
· Requires veterans to have been domiciled in Massachusetts for at least 6 months prior to entering military service.
· $300 bonus for veterans who served outside the continental U.S. and received the Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal, with service of at least 6 months.
· No specific provision for veterans of Operations Desert Shield and Desert Storm (1990–1991).
  

SUMMARY:

Seeks to modify the eligibility criteria for state veteran bonus awards by adding an alternative condition: veterans who have served in the armed forces for at least six months before entering service or have been discharged or released from service for at least ten years would be eligible. Aims to make it easier for veterans, particularly those not originally from Massachusetts, to access veteran bonuses, and ensures that deceased veterans' families are provided for in a more equitable manner.
· Adds an alternative qualification: veterans can also qualify if they were domiciled in Massachusetts for at least 10 years after discharge or release from service.
· Reduces the required service time to 90 days, unless physically incapacitated.
· Adds the same expanded domicile criteria: 6 months before service or 10 years after discharge.
· Establishes a new bonus program for veterans of those operations, with:
· $500 for veterans who served in the Persian Gulf and received the Southwest Asia Service Medal.
· $300 for National Guard/reservists who served in support roles outside the Persian Gulf.
· $500 death benefit for those who died in service, plus any other eligible bonuses
