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Bill Number:			H.3825

Title:				An Act to recognize service to our Commonwealth and Nation


Sponsor(s):			Rep. Shirley B. Arriaga (Chicopee)
 
Hearing Date:		Month XX, 2025

Reporting Deadline:		60 days from hearing date

Prior History:
None
			
Similar Matters:	S.2496 (Sen. Mihcael F. Rush – Identical)

CURRENT LAW:
​Part I – Title I – Chapter 2 – Section 6A of the Massachusetts General Laws governs the protocols for flying the Commonwealth's flag at half-staff on state properties. This section outlines specific occasions when the state flag should be lowered to honor individuals, including:​
· The death of a governor or former governor (for 30 days).
· The death of other state officials such as the lieutenant governor, attorney general, or auditor (until sunset of the day of interment).
· The death of a U.S. senator or representative from Massachusetts (until sunset of the day of interment).
· The death of a member of the General Court (until sunset of the day of interment in the member's district).
· The death of a former member of the General Court (for a period determined by the governor after consultation with legislative leaders).
· The death of other elected officials or former elected officials of the Commonwealth (for a period determined by the governor).
· In cases where multiple flag-lowering periods overlap, the flag shall be flown at half-staff for the longest applicable period without duplication.​
  
SUMMARY:
Commonwealth flag to be flown at half-staff following the death of an actively serving service member from the U.S. Army, U.S. Air Force, U.S. Navy, U.S. Marine Corp, U.S. Space Force, U.S. Coast Guard, the Reserve Component, or the National Guard from the Commonwealth.

