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Bill Number:			H.3835

Title:		An Act honoring as veterans certain persons who served in the National Guard and Reserves

Sponsor(s):			Rep. Michael S. Day (Stoneham)
 
Hearing Date:		Month XX, 2025

Reporting Deadline:		60 days from hearing date

Prior History:
2023-24 (H.3480): Accompanied study order
2019-20 (H.3201): No further action taken
2017-18 (H.1924): Accompanied study order
			
Similar Matters:	None

CURRENT LAW:
Clause Forty-third of Section 7, Chapter 4 defines who qualifies as a “veteran” under Massachusetts  law. It defines who is legally recognized as a veteran in Massachusetts for eligibility purposes—covering both wartime and peacetime service, with certain exceptions for those injured or killed during service.
  

SUMMARY:

Amends the definition of “Reserve veteran” in the General Lawas to include individuals who:
· Were honorably discharged from the National Guard or Reserve. 
· Completed at least 20 years of service, as specified by federal law (10 U.S.C. § 12732). However, this recognition does not entitle them to benefits under Chapter 115 or other laws solely based on being a reserve veteran.
The new Section 16 of Chapter 115 states that reserve veterans will be recognized and honored as veterans in the Commonwealth. However, this recognition does not entitle them to benefits under Chapter 115 or other laws solely based on being a reserve veteran.
