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	BILL NUMBER
	House, No. 778

	TITLE
	An Act relative to the LGBTQ aging commission

	SPONSORS
	Representatives Lipper-Garabedian of Melrose and Stanley of Waltham; Senator Jehlen

	HEARING DATE
	Monday, April 14, 2025 at 10:00 AM - 01:00 PM, A-1

	SIMILAR MATTERS
	S473, An Act relative to the commission on LGBTQ aging (Sen. Jehlen).

	PRIOR HISTORY
New file.

	CURRENT LAW
M.G.L. c. 3 governs the structure and operations of the Massachusetts state legislature, including the General Court, its officers, commissions, and reporting requirements 
M.G.L. c. 3 §71 establishes a permanent commission on older LGBT adults and their caregivers. 

	SUMMARY
This bill updates the name and composition of the permanent commission on older LGBTQ adults and their caregivers. It revises the membership to include additional organizations, updates agency titles, and replaces “LGBT” with “LGBTQ” throughout the statute. The commission’s existing mandate to study the health, housing, financial, and long-term care needs of LGBTQ older adults and make recommendations to improve service access and equity remains unchanged. 
SECTION-BY SECTION SUMMARY  
Subsection (a) amends M.G.L. c. 3 § 71(a) by updating the commission’s name, replacing “older lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender, or LGBT, adults” with “older lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer and questioning or LGBTQ, adults.” It modifies the commission’s membership by adding the LGBTQIA+ Aging Project and the New England Association on HIV Over Fifty, Inc., and replaces the secretary of housing and livable communities with the director of housing and community development. 
Subsection (b) amends M.G.L. c. 3 § 71(b) by updating language throughout to replace “older LGBT adults” with “older LGBTQ adults.”
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