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	BILL NUMBER
	House, No. 765

	TITLE
	An Act relative to councils on aging

	SPONSORS
	Representatives Donaghue of Westborough, Barber of Somerville, and Higgins of Leominster; Senator Rausch

	HEARING DATE
	Monday, April 14, 2025 at 10:00 AM - 01:00 PM, A-1

	SIMILAR MATTERS
	S478, An Act relative to councils on aging (Sen. Montigny).

	PRIOR HISTORY
2023-24 (H624): Referred to Elder Affairs, Reported Favorably; Referred to House Steering, Policy and Scheduling; Read Second and ordered to a third reading.

	CURRENT LAW
M.G.L. c. 40 dictates the powers and duties of cities and towns. M.G.L. c. 40 § 38 allows cities via ordinance or towns via by-law to establish a council on aging. 

	SUMMARY
Section 1 amends Section 38 of Chapter 40 by adding the words “delivering services” to the councils on aging purview after “carrying out programs”. 
Section 2 amends Section 38 of Chapter 40 by replacing the words “problems of aging” with "the needs of older adults". 
Section 3 amends Section 38 of Chapter 40 by replaces the words "such clerks" with the word "staff", a broader term that is more inclusive of all employees.  
Section 4 amends Section 38 of Chapter 40 by adding language stipulating that if the council on aging is considered an advisory council, the director of said council on aging is allowed to appoint staff and other employees. 
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