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	BILL NUMBER
	House, No. 755

	TITLE
	An Act relative to social card games at municipal senior centers

	SPONSORS
	Representatives Ashe of Longmeadow, Berthiaume of Spencer, Pease of Westfield, and Ramos of Springfield

	HEARING DATE
	Monday, May 12, 2025 at 10:00 AM - 01:00 PM, A-1                                                             

	SIMILAR MATTERS
	N/A

	PRIOR HISTORY
2023-2024 (H.612): Referred to Elder Affairs, accompanied a study order, H4537.  
2021-2022 (H722): Referred to Elder Affairs, accompanied a study order, H5029.  
2019-2020 (H596): Referred to Elder Affairs, accompanied a study order, H4401.  
2017-2018 (H2067): Referred to Elder Affairs, accompanied a study order, H4659

	CURRENT LAW
M.G.L. c. 271 governs gaming and betting. 

	SUMMARY
Section 1 creates a new Section 22C in Chapter 271, that would allow social card games in municipal senior centers to include betting and wagers.  
SECTION-BY SECTION SUMMARY 
Section 1 creates a new Section 22C in Chapter 271. 
Subsection (a) defines “social card game” and sets limits to permissible conduct including the total wagered during a game, participants, and stipulates that this section would only apply to municipal senior centers in the Commonwealth.    
Subsection (b) states that nothing in this chapter shall authorize the prosecution, arrest or conviction of any person for hosting or playing in a social card game in a public or private setting. Allows private establishments to refuse to permit the playing of a social card game. 
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