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Title:		An Act recognizing and providing assistance for military service-related injuries from agent orange and burn pits

Sponsor(s):			Rep. Jessica Giannino (town or city)
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Prior History:
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Similar Matters:	S.2459 (Sen. John J. Cronin – Identical)

CURRENT LAW: None

SUMMARY:
Creates two major initiatives to recognize and support veterans exposed to harmful chemical agents, such as Agent Orange and burn pits.
Massachusetts Orange Heart Medal
· Creates a new state military honor, the Massachusetts Orange Heart Medal, to be awarded to service members or veterans who suffered service-connected illnesses or injuries related to toxic exposures (e.g., Agent Orange, burn pits).
· Eligibility includes those who:
· Served after December 6, 1941;
· Were Massachusetts residents or National Guard members at the time of death or enlistment.
· A commission (adjutant general and two field-grade officers) will recommend medal recipients to the commander-in-chief
· This award does not exclude eligibility for the Massachusetts Medal of Fidelity.



Agent Orange and Burn Pit Information & Assistance Program
· Veterans Agent Orange Advisory Board:
· Establishes a 5-member board to assist the Secretary of Veterans' Services.
· Members must be experienced or educated in veterans’ affairs; a majority must be veterans.
· Serves without compensation and selects a chair.
· Program Functions - The Secretary, in consultation with the board, will develop and run a comprehensive program to support veterans exposed to chemical agents, specifically:
· Research and share medical data on exposure-related health effects.
· Educate health professionals on recognizing and treating exposure-related illnesses.
· Track federal and state policies on veteran toxic exposure.
· Evaluate existing support programs and recommend improvements.
· Provide genetic screening and counseling.
· Disseminate public information to exposed veterans.
· Maintain a statewide registry of exposed veterans.
· Refer veterans to appropriate care resources
· Assist with filing VA claims for exposure-related disabilities
· Advocate for veterans’ concerns at state and federal levels
