
Joint Committee on the Judiciary 

Bill Summary​
__________________________________________________________________ 

BILL NUMBER Senate, No. 1029 

TITLE An Act to eliminate the public counsel fee 

SPONSORS Senator Barrett 

PRIOR HISTORY 

2019 - 2020; S.821; Barrett, Michael J. 

2021 - 2022; S.911; Barrett, Michael J. 

2023 - 2024; S.905; Barrett, Michael J. 

CURRENT LAW 

Chapter 211D: COMMITTEE FOR PUBLIC COUNSEL SERVICES; Section 2A: Verification 
of claim of indigency; waiver by claimant allowing access to information; reassessments 
following appointment of counsel; reporting 

SUMMARY 

This bill gradually reduces the counsel fee for indigent defendants from $150 to $100 in 2027, 
then to $50 in 2028, and ultimately eliminates the fee entirely by 2029. It ensures that no 
indigent person will be charged for legal counsel after that date. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Joint Committee on the Judiciary 

Bill Summary​
 __________________________________________________________________ 

BILL NUMBER Senate, No. 1042 

TITLE An Act relative to life saving treatment 

SPONSORS Senator Collins 

SUMMARY 

This bill allows individuals petitioned for civil commitment under Section 35 to participate 
in court hearings and evaluations remotely if they are in a hospital. It also requires that 
overdose patients receive an evaluation by a licensed social worker and meet with a recovery 
coach before discharge, and mandates judicial approval before discharge from a public 
health facility. 
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Bill Summary​
__________________________________________________________________ 

BILL NUMBER Senate, No. 1066 

TITLE An Act addressing discriminatory police reporting 

SPONSORS Senator DiDomenico 

PRIOR HISTORY 

2021 - 2022; S.993; DiDomenico, Sal N. 

2023 - 2024; S.949; DiDomenico, Sal N. 

CURRENT LAW 

Chapter 12: DEPARTMENT OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL, AND THE DISTRICT 
ATTORNEYS; Section 11I: Violations of constitutional rights; civil actions by aggrieved 
persons; costs and fees 

SUMMARY 

This bill creates a civil and criminal penalty for knowingly making false, biased calls to law 
enforcement based on someone's race, gender, or other protected characteristics. Victims may 
sue for damages, and offenders may face fines, jail time, and restitution for any resulting 
property damage. 
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Bill Summary​
__________________________________________________________________ 

BILL NUMBER Senate, No. 1084 

TITLE An Act promoting fairness in parole 

SPONSORS Senator Eldridge 

SIMILAR 
MATTERS 

H1813; Keefe, Mary S. (HOU) 

PRIOR HISTORY 

None. 

CURRENT LAW 

Chapter 127: OFFICERS AND INMATES OF PENAL AND REFORMATORY 
INSTITUTIONS. PAROLES AND PARDONS; Section 149A: Temporary custody of 
parolees; warrant 

SUMMARY 

This bill updates procedures for detaining parolees suspected of violating parole, allowing 
immediate custody in serious cases like GPS tampering, victim contact, or plans to flee. It also 
mandates a preliminary hearing within 15 days and a decision within 48 hours to determine if 
custody should continue until a final revocation hearing. 
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Bill Summary​
__________________________________________________________________ 

BILL NUMBER Senate, No. 1086 

TITLE An Act relative to judicial oversight 

SPONSORS Senator Eldridge 

PRIOR HISTORY 

None. 

CURRENT LAW 

Chapter 249: AUDITA QUERELA, CERTIORARI, MANDAMUS AND QUO WARRANTO; 
New Section, 12A 

SUMMARY 

This bill allows prisoners held in restrictive housing for more than 72 hours to petition for 
transfer to less restrictive conditions if those conditions aren't justified by safety or justice. It 
also requires detention staff to inform prisoners of this right daily and to file a petition on their 
behalf within 12 hours if requested. 
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__________________________________________________________________ 

BILL NUMBER Senate, No. 1090 

TITLE An Act relative to dangerousness hearings 

SPONSORS Senators Fattman and Tarr 

PRIOR HISTORY 

2019 - 2020; S.933; Fattman, Ryan C. 

2021 - 2022; S.1027; Fattman, Ryan C. 

2023 - 2024; S.962; Fattman, Ryan C. 

CURRENT LAW 

Chapter 276: SEARCH WARRANTS, REWARDS, FUGITIVES FROM JUSTICE, ARREST, 
EXAMINATION, COMMITMENT AND BAIL. PROBATION OFFICERS AND BOARD 
OF PROBATION; Section 58A: Conditions for release of persons accused of certain offenses 
involving physical force or abuse; hearing; order; review 

SUMMARY 

This bill requires prosecutors to seek pretrial detention or conditional release for individuals 
charged a second time with certain serious offenses, based on a determination of 
dangerousness. 
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Bill Summary​
__________________________________________________________________ 

BILL NUMBER Senate, No. 1095 

TITLE An Act relative to the expungement of non-convictions 

SPONSORS Senators Fattman and Tarr; Representative Ashe of Longmeadow 

PRIOR HISTORY 

2021 - 2022; S.1042; Gobi, Anne M. 

2023 - 2024; S.988; Gobi, Anne M. 

CURRENT LAW 

Chapter 276: SEARCH WARRANTS, REWARDS, FUGITIVES FROM JUSTICE, ARREST, 
EXAMINATION, COMMITMENT AND BAIL. PROBATION OFFICERS AND BOARD 
OF PROBATION; Section 100K: Expungement of record resulting from false identification, 
an offense no longer a crime at time of expungement, error or fraud 

SUMMARY 

This bill allows courts to order the expungement of criminal or juvenile records if the case 
ended in a not-guilty verdict, dismissal, or if charges were nolled or continued for over 13 
months without further action. It provides an exception to existing expungement rules under 
sections 100I and 100J. 
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Bill Summary​
__________________________________________________________________ 

BILL NUMBER Senate, No. 1098 

TITLE An Act protecting real property from warrantless searches 

SPONSORS Senator Fattman 

PRIOR HISTORY 

None. 

CURRENT LAW 

Chapter 184: GENERAL PROVISIONS RELATIVE TO REAL PROPERTY 

SUMMARY 

This bill prohibits government agents from entering a home or private land without a warrant, 
except in limited emergency situations such as with consent, urgent threats to safety, or 
imminent wildlife harm. It requires body camera use during such entries, restricts warrantless 
seizures, and makes evidence obtained through unlawful searches inadmissible. Individuals 
whose rights are violated may sue for damages and other relief. 
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Bill Summary​
__________________________________________________________________ 

BILL NUMBER Senate, No. 1106 

TITLE An Act relative to police reports involving railroad fatalities 

SPONSORS Senator Fernandes 

SIMILAR 
MATTERS 

H1827; Kathleen R. LaNatra (HOU) 

PRIOR HISTORY 

 2023 - 2024; S.2809; Moran, Susan L. 

CURRENT LAW 

Chapter 160: RAILROADS; New Section 253 

SUMMARY 

 This bill mandates that police reports and communications related to railroad fatalities remain 
confidential, with access limited to authorized parties such as the railroad, law enforcement, 
and court-approved individuals. Unauthorized disclosure is punishable by up to one year in 
jail, a $10,000 fine, or both. 
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Bill Summary​
__________________________________________________________________ 

BILL NUMBER Senate, No. 1107 

TITLE An Act relative to the designation of Jury Clerk in the Haverhill 
District Court 

SPONSORS Senator Finegold 

SIMILAR 
MATTERS 

H1739; Hamilton, Ryan M. (HOU) 

PRIOR HISTORY 

2023 - 2024; S.2538; Finegold, Barry R. 

CURRENT LAW 

Chapter 218: DISTRICT COURTS; Section 10: Assistant clerks 

SUMMARY 

This bill adds the "central district court of northern Essex" to the list of designated district 
courts in Massachusetts, expanding judicial jurisdiction or administrative coverage in that 
region. 
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Bill Summary​
__________________________________________________________________ 

BILL NUMBER Senate, No. 1114 

TITLE An Act requiring clean slate automated record sealing 

SPONSORS Senators Friedman, Gómez, Comerford, Keenan, Rausch, Jehlen, 
Miranda, Crighton, Barrett, DiDomenico, Eldridge, and Lovely; 
Representatives Connolly of Cambridge and Cruz of Salem 

SIMILAR 
MATTERS 

H1811; Keefe, Mary S. (HOU) 

PRIOR HISTORY 

None. 

CURRENT LAW 

Chapter 6: THE GOVERNOR, LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR AND COUNCIL, CERTAIN 
OFFICERS UNDER THE GOVERNOR AND COUNCIL, AND STATE LIBRARY; Section 
172: Maintenance of criminal offender record information in electronic format; accessibility 
via world wide web; eligibility for access to database; use and dissemination of criminal 
offender record information 

SUMMARY 

This bill establishes an automated and expedited process for sealing eligible criminal and 
juvenile records in Massachusetts without requiring individuals to file a petition. It mandates 
that release dates from incarceration be reported monthly to support timely sealing and 
requires the Commissioner of Probation to seal records within 30 days of eligibility. It also 
ensures individuals are notified of their sealing rights and allows them or their legal 
representatives to access sealed records without a court order. 
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Joint Committee on the Judiciary 

Bill Summary 
__________________________________________________________________ 

BILL NUMBER Senate, No. 2522 

TITLE An Act strengthening health care protections in the Commonwealth 

SPONSORS Senators Friedman, Comerford, Cyr, Oliveira, Rausch, and Payano; 
Representatives Gentile of Sudbury, Uyterhoeven of Somerville, Rogers of 
Cambridge, and Moran of Boston 

HEARING DATE Tuesday, June 3, 2025 at 01:00 PM - 05:00 PM, A-2 

PRIOR HISTORY 

None. 

CURRENT LAW 

Chapter 4: STATUTES; Section 7: Definitions of statutory terms; statutory construction 

Chapter 12: DEPARTMENT OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL, AND THE DISTRICT 
ATTORNEYS; Section 11I 1/2: Interference with right to access to reproductive and gender-affirming 
health care services; abusive litigation; civil actions 

Chapter 12C: CENTER FOR HEALTH INFORMATION AND ANALYSIS; Section 12: Collection, 
storage and maintenance of data collected under Secs. 8, 9 and 10; payer and provider claims database; 
access to data 

Chapter 66: PUBLIC RECORDS; Section 10B: Records divulging name, home or email address and 
phone number; persons who own, possess or have license to carry firearms; government personnel 

Chapter 31: CIVIL SERVICE; Section 75: Rights of municipal employees 

Chapter 93: REGULATION OF TRADE AND CERTAIN ENTERPRISES; New Section 115 

Chapter 94C: CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES ACT; Section 21: Packaging and labeling by 
pharmacist filling prescription; distribution of educational pamphlet; Section 22: Contents of 
prescription written by practitioner; Section 24A: Electronic monitoring of the prescribing and 
dispensing of controlled substances and certain additional drugs 

Chapter 111: PUBLIC HEALTH; New Section 51¼; New Section 70I 

Chapter 112: REGISTRATION OF CERTAIN PROFESSIONS AND OCCUPATIONS; Section 12Q: 
Collection of data; New Section 12Q½; Section 61: Suspension, revocation or cancellation of 
certificate, registration, license or authority by boards; disciplinary measures; sanctions; student loan 
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defaulters; review 

Chapter 147: STATE AND OTHER POLICE, AND CERTAIN POWERS AND DUTIES OF THE 
OFFICE OF PUBLIC SAFETY AND INSPECTIONS OF THE DIVISION OF PROFESSIONAL 
LICENSURE; Section 63: Prohibition of assistance to federal law enforcement agency or any other 
state's law enforcement agency or any private citizen or quasi-law enforcement agent in investigation 
or inquiry into services constituting legally-protected health care activity 

Chapter 175: INSURANCE; New Section 193V 

Chapter 209B: MASSACHUSETTS CHILD CUSTODY JURISDICTION ACT; New Section 15 

Chapter 221: CLERKS, ATTORNEYS AND OTHER OFFICERS OF JUDICIAL COURTS; New 
Section 40A 

SUMMARY 

This bill builds on the protections for reproductive and gender-affirming care established in Chapter 
127 of the Acts of 2022. The bill would protect the personal information of individuals providing, 
facilitating, or promoting reproductive health services or gender-affirming care, add licensure 
protections for such individuals, and create protections for lawyers advising or representing clients 
related to the provision of reproductive health services or gender-affirming care. State agencies would 
be prohibited from cooperating with or providing information for federal or out-of-state investigations 
or inquiries into legally-protected health care activity in Massachusetts. The Department of Public 
Health would be prohibited from collecting and disclosing surveillance data on abortions and gender-
affirming care provided in Massachusetts and prohibited from disclosing prescription drug monitoring 
program data in response to an out-of-state inquiry. Third parties that store or maintain electronic 
health records related to reproductive and gender-affirming care would be required to limit access of 
such records to out-of-state entities. 

The bill would also guarantee access to emergency services by requiring acute care hospitals to provide 
emergency services to any person who presents at the hospital or is brought to the hospital by 
emergency medical services. Insurance companies would be prohibited from discriminating against a 
non-profit charitable organization that offers reproductive health care services or gender-affirming care, 
engages in legally-protected health care activity, or is the subject of abusive litigation. 

 



 
 
 

Joint Committee on the Judiciary 

Bill Summary​
__________________________________________________________________ 

BILL NUMBER Senate, No. 1124 

TITLE An Act to remove collateral consequences and protect the 
presumption of innocence 

SPONSORS Senators Gómez, Comerford, Rausch, Jehlen, Miranda, and 
DiDomenico; Representative Reid of Lynn 

SIMILAR 
MATTERS 

H.1693; Fluker-Reid, Brandy (HOU) 

PRIOR HISTORY 

2021 - 2022; S.925; Boncore, Joseph A. 

2023 - 2024; S.998; Gomez, Adam 

CURRENT LAW 

Chapter 6: THE GOVERNOR, LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR AND COUNCIL, CERTAIN 
OFFICERS UNDER THE GOVERNOR AND COUNCIL, AND STATE LIBRARY; Section 
172A: Fee for request for criminal offender record information or self-audit; permitted uses of 
revenues received under this section 

SUMMARY 

This bill shortens the waiting periods for sealing criminal records and mandates automatic 
sealing of cases that did not result in convictions or juvenile adjudications, without requiring 
individuals to file a request. It also requires a disclaimer about the presumption of innocence 
for pending or non-conviction charges and guarantees free access to sealed records for indigent 
individuals or their legal representatives. 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Joint Committee on the Judiciary 

Bill Summary​
__________________________________________________________________ 

BILL NUMBER Senate, No. 1125 

TITLE An Act to modernize the roles and responsibilities of the victim and 
witness assistance board 

SPONSORS Senator Gómez 

SIMILAR 
MATTERS 

H.1640; Day, Michael S. 

PRIOR HISTORY 

2023 - 2024; S.995; Gomez, Adam 

CURRENT LAW 

Chapter 258B: RIGHTS OF VICTIMS AND WITNESSES OF CRIME; Section 3: Rights 
afforded victims, witnesses or family members 

SUMMARY 

This bill updates Massachusetts law to require victims’ rights information be posted in 
courthouses and police stations in multiple languages, allows the information to be digital, and 
modernizes the role and responsibilities of the Victim and Witness Assistance Board. It 
expands the board’s duties to include supporting victim services, managing the Garden of 
Peace memorial, and administering the SAFEPLAN program, while also modernizing 
language for inclusivity. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Joint Committee on the Judiciary 

Bill Summary​
 __________________________________________________________________ 

BILL NUMBER Senate, No. 1128 

TITLE An Act to implement recommendations of the commission on 
structural racism in the parole process 

SPONSORS Senator Gómez 

SIMILAR 
MATTERS 

H2030; Andres X. Vargas (HOU) 

PRIOR HISTORY 

None. 

CURRENT LAW 

Chapter 27: DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTION; Section 4: Parole board; members; 
appointment and term; chairman; powers and duties; salaries; Section 5: Parole board; 
powers and duties; New Section 8 

Chapter 127: OFFICERS AND INMATES OF PENAL AND REFORMATORY 
INSTITUTIONS. PAROLES AND PARDONS; Section 136: Initiating release of prisoner; 
hearing; submission of further information to board; contents of reports; Section 133A: 
Eligibility for parole; notice and hearing; parole permits; revision of terms and conditions; 
revocation; arrest; right to counsel and funds for expert 



 

SUMMARY 

This bill reforms the Massachusetts Parole Board by expanding its membership to nine, 
requiring specific professional and lived experience qualifications (including mental health 
professionals and a formerly incarcerated individual), and ensuring that parole conditions are 
individualized and evidence-based. It mandates detailed written decisions for all parole 
cases, establishes deadlines for parole hearings and decisions, and significantly increases 
transparency through comprehensive data collection on parole outcomes, violations, 
demographics, and institutional staffing. The goal is to make the parole process more fair, 
rehabilitative, and informed by current research and community needs. 
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Bill Summary​
__________________________________________________________________ 

BILL NUMBER Senate, No. 1129 

TITLE An Act to eliminate standard conditions in probation 

SPONSORS Senator Gómez 

SIMILAR 
MATTERS 

H.2029; Andres X. Vargas (HOU) 

PRIOR HISTORY 

None. 

CURRENT LAW 

Chapter 276: SEARCH WARRANTS, REWARDS, FUGITIVES FROM JUSTICE, ARREST, 
EXAMINATION, COMMITMENT AND BAIL. PROBATION OFFICERS AND BOARD 
OF PROBATION; Section 87A: Conditions of probation 

SUMMARY 

This bill limits probation to a maximum of 3 years for felonies and 1 year for misdemeanors, 
with certain exceptions for sex offenses, restitution, or substance use treatment. It also requires 
that probation conditions be evidence-based, individualized, and serve clear rehabilitative or 
public safety purposes. 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Joint Committee on the Judiciary 

Bill Summary​
__________________________________________________________________ 

BILL NUMBER Senate, No. 1132 

TITLE An Act relative to compensation for victims of wrongful conviction 

SPONSORS Senators Jehlen, Comerford, Gómez, O'Connor, and Keenan 

SIMILAR 
MATTERS 

H1965; Jeffrey N. Roy, Christopher J. Worrell (HOU) 

PRIOR HISTORY 

2019 - 2020; S.957; Jehlen, Patricia D. 

2021-2022; S.1055; Jehlen, Patricia D. 

2023 - 2024; S.1011; Jehlen, Patricia D. 

CURRENT LAW 

Chapter 211D: COMMITTEE FOR PUBLIC COUNSEL SERVICES; Section 9: Division 
standards 

SUMMARY 

This bill creates a streamlined administrative process for compensating individuals wrongfully 
convicted of felonies, offering $115,000 per year of incarceration, access to social services, 
and educational and healthcare benefits. It also establishes a new state division to oversee 
claims, assign advocates for transitional support, and ensures early financial assistance 
post-release. 
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Bill Summary​
__________________________________________________________________ 

BILL NUMBER Senate, No. 1134 

TITLE An Act relative to probation violations 

SPONSORS 

SIMILAR 
MATTERS 

Senator Jehlen 

H1771; Daniel J. Hunt (HOU) 

PRIOR HISTORY 

2009 - 2010; S.1664; Creem, Cynthia Stone 

2011 - 2012; S.708; Creem, Cynthia Stone 

2013 - 2014; S.668; Creem, Cynthia Stone 

2015 - 2016; S.756; Creem, Cynthia Stone 

2017 - 2018; S.803; Creem, Cynthia Stone 

2019 - 2020; S.898; Creem, Cynthia Stone 

2021 - 2022; S.976; Creem, Cynthia Stone 

2023 - 2024; S.922; Creem, Cynthia Stone 

CURRENT LAW 

Chapter 279: JUDGMENT AND EXECUTION; Section 3: Arrest without warrant of person 
on probation; notice of surrender; surrender hearing; warrant for arrest of persons already 
imprisoned; application for disposition; temporary custody 

 

 



 

SUMMARY 

This bill gives judges more discretion when revoking suspended sentences to a house of 
correction, allowing them to impose only part of the original sentence and adjust probation 
conditions. It also ensures that any time served upon revocation reduces the remaining 
suspended sentence. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

Joint Committee on the Judiciary 

Bill Summary​
__________________________________________________________________ 

BILL NUMBER Senate, No. 1135 

TITLE An Act relative to authorizing electronic signatures for criminal 
complaints 

SPONSORS Senator Jehlen 

SIMILAR 
MATTERS 

H1690; Fiola, Carole A. (HOU) 

PRIOR HISTORY 

2019 - 2020; S.851; Brownsberger, William N. 

2021 - 2022; S.1059; Jehlen, Patricia D. 

CURRENT LAW 

Chapter 276: SEARCH WARRANTS, REWARDS, FUGITIVES FROM JUSTICE, ARREST, 
EXAMINATION, COMMITMENT AND BAIL. PROBATION OFFICERS AND BOARD 
OF PROBATION; Section 22: Warrants, procedure for issuance; Chapter 275: 
PROCEEDINGS TO PREVENT CRIMES; Section 2: Complaint of threat to commit crime 

SUMMARY 

This bill allows law enforcement officers to electronically submit criminal complaints and sign 
them under penalty of perjury instead of appearing in person for an oath. It updates the 
relevant statutes to accept electronic or in-person submissions. 
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Bill Summary​
__________________________________________________________________ 

BILL NUMBER Senate, No. 1139 

TITLE An Act to restore the statute of limitations for deaths due to tobacco 
use 

SPONSORS Senator Keenan 

PRIOR HISTORY 

None. 

CURRENT LAW 

Chapter 229: ACTIONS FOR DEATH AND INJURIES RESULTING IN DEATH; Section 2: 
Wrongful death; damages 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

SUMMARY 

Restores the decades-long statutory protection to families of the deceased that the wrongful 
death statute provided until recent jurisprudence removed that protection. For decades and up 
until a few years ago, if someone were injured in such a way that the injury caused death, even 
if the injured party did not file a claim within the 3-year statute of limitations, once that person 
died, their family was given 3 years to file a wrongful death claim. A case decided last year 
changed that rule so that, if the injured person failed to file a claim during the 3 years after 
being injured, and then died as a result of that injury, the family had no claim under the 
wrongful death statute. This comes into play for tobacco victims in 2 ways. First, many 
smokers die as a result of COPD, which usually comes on slowly with mild symptoms. 
Impairment from COPD in the first 3 years after diagnosis is often minimal and may not even 
require any medication. But 36 months after diagnosis, the statute of limitations has run for 
bringing a claim against the tobacco industry. Nobody would think to initiate such a lawsuit 
and no attorney would take a case where there is almost no debilitation from early onset of 
COPD. However, all too often the disease slowly progresses to the point where the victim 
requires 24 hour oxygen and loses almost all mobility. Ultimately, the disease results in a death 
by strangulation (oxygen deprivation), which is painful for the victim and the victim's loved 
ones. But due to this recent ruling, the company that addicted the victim as a child and lied 
about the risk it knew about its products for decades faces no legal consequences. Someone 
could also receive a crushing tobacco-caused cancer diagnosis and spend years battling the 
disease with surgery, chemo, radiation and is so consumed with medical appointments and 
hospital stays that the thought of shopping for a lawyer never enters their mind. Suddenly the 
cancer is now stage 4 and terminal, but the victim can no longer bring a legal claim. The 
grieving spouse who was likely involved with setting up medical appointments and driving 
their loved one to treatment and eventually hospice is also unable to file a wrongful death. This 
bill would provide a means to hold accountable companies that make consumer products that 
cause brutal latent injuries by removing the 3-year statute of limitations on wrongful death in 
Massachusetts. 
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Bill Summary​
__________________________________________________________________ 

BILL NUMBER Senate, No. 1162 

TITLE An Act relative to judicial discretion for probation 

SPONSORS Senator Lewis 

SIMILAR 
MATTERS 

H1848; Kate Lipper-Garabedian 

PRIOR HISTORY 

2019 - 2020); S.979; Lewis, Jason M. 

2021 - 2022; S.1071; Lewis, Jason M. 

2023 - 2024; S.1028; Lewis, Jason M. 

CURRENT LAW 

Chapter 276: SEARCH WARRANTS, REWARDS, FUGITIVES FROM JUSTICE, ARREST, 
EXAMINATION, COMMITMENT AND BAIL. PROBATION OFFICERS AND BOARD 
OF PROBATION; Section 87: Placing certain persons in care of probation officer 

SUMMARY 

This bill allows judges to use discretion when placing a defendant on probation by considering 
various personal and background factors, including age, military service, medical and 
psychological history, past convictions, and employment status. 
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Bill Summary​
__________________________________________________________________ 

BILL NUMBER Senate, No. 1178 

TITLE An Act to reduce mass incarceration 

SPONSORS Senators Miranda, Lewis, Jehlen, Gómez, and Comerford; 
Representative Hawkins of Attleboro 

SIMILAR 
MATTERS 

H.2052; Christopher J. Worrell (HOU) 

PRIOR HISTORY 

None. 

CURRENT LAW 

Chapter 127: OFFICERS AND INMATES OF PENAL AND REFORMATORY 
INSTITUTIONS. PAROLES AND PARDONS; Section 133A: Eligibility for parole; notice 
and hearing; parole permits; revision of terms and conditions; revocation; arrest; right to 
counsel and funds for expert 

SUMMARY 

aims to expand parole eligibility for individuals serving life sentences, including those 
convicted of first-degree murder, and habitual offenders. The bill amends specific sections of 
the General Laws to modify the minimum terms required before parole eligibility, in some 
cases setting it at 25 years. Furthermore, the act mandates that most individuals incarcerated 
for more than 25 years receive a parole hearing at that point and directs the Department of 
Corrections to establish a voluntary Restorative Justice program for those serving longer 
sentences, aiming for reconciliation between prisoners, victims, and the community. The 
Department of Corrections will also be required to report annually on the implementation and 
operation of this Restorative Justice program. 
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Bill Summary​
 __________________________________________________________________ 

BILL NUMBER Senate, No. 1182 

TITLE An Act promoting equity in traffic stops 

SPONSORS Senators Miranda and Comerford 

SIMILAR 
MATTERS 

H1894; Samantha Montaño (HOU) 

PRIOR HISTORY 

None. 

CURRENT LAW 

Chapter 90: MOTOR VEHICLES AND AIRCRAFT; New Section 20I 

SUMMARY 

Prohibits using evidence from a traffic stop if unrelated to the violation, unless there was 
reasonable suspicion of criminal activity. Evidence obtained in violation is inadmissible, and 
individuals can seek civil remedies. 

 

 

 



 
 
 

Joint Committee on the Judiciary 

Bill Summary​
__________________________________________________________________ 

BILL NUMBER Senate, No. 1205 

TITLE An Act relative to controlling and abusive litigation 

SPONSORS Senators Moore, Comerford, Oliveira, Lovely, Lewis, Keenan, 
Finegold, Kennedy, Mark, DiDomenico, Tarr, Velis, and Montigny; 
Representative Howard of Lowell 

SIMILAR 
MATTERS 

H.1594; Natalie M. Blais (HOU) 

PRIOR HISTORY 

2023 - 2024; S.1079; Moore, Michael O. 

CURRENT LAW 

New Chapter: Chapter 209E. 

CONTROLLING AND ABUSIVE LITIGATION PREVENTION 

SUMMARY 

This bill creates Chapter 209E: Controlling and Abusive Litigation Prevention, which allows 
courts to identify and restrict litigation used by abusers to harass, intimidate, or control current 
or former family or household members. It defines "controlling and abusive litigation," 
outlines procedures for victims to seek protective orders, and empowers judges to dismiss 
abusive cases, impose sanctions, and require pre-filing approval for future lawsuits by the 
abusive party for 4 to 6 years. The bill ensures victims aren’t burdened with responding to 
unauthorized filings and preserves their safety and court access rights. 
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Bill Summary​
__________________________________________________________________ 

BILL NUMBER Senate, No. 1216 

TITLE An Act relative to the protection of police officers 

SPONSORS Senator O'Connor; Representative DeCoste of Norwell 

PRIOR HISTORY 

2019 - 2020; S.1009; O'Connor, Patrick M. 

2021 - 2022; S.1118; O'Connor, Patrick M. 

2023 - 2024; S.1088; O'Connor, Patrick M. 

CURRENT LAW 

Chapter 265: CRIMES AGAINST THE PERSON; Section 15A: Assault and battery with 
dangerous weapon; victim sixty or older; punishment; subsequent offenses 

SUMMARY 

This bill amends Massachusetts General Laws to establish a mandatory minimum sentence of 
25 years in state prison for anyone who intentionally fires a gun or similar weapon to harm a 
law enforcement officer, firefighter, or correctional officer while they are performing their 
duties. It applies to a wide range of firearms and aims to significantly increase penalties for 
violent attacks against public safety personnel. 
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Bill Summary​
__________________________________________________________________ 

BILL NUMBER Senate, No. 1229 

TITLE An Act protecting honest employers by creating construction private 
attorney general actions 

SPONSORS Senators O'Connor, Mark, Collins, Fernandes, Brady, and Crighton; 
Representative Kearney of Scituate 

SIMILAR 
MATTERS 

H.1810; Patrick Joseph Kearney 

PRIOR HISTORY 

None. 

CURRENT LAW 

Chapter 149: LABOR AND INDUSTRIES; New section following- Section 150C: Improper 
expenditure of withholdings or deductions from wages; penalties 

SUMMARY 

This bill allows certain parties—like workers, unions, and industry groups—to sue 
construction employers on behalf of the Commonwealth for wage theft. It targets employers 
who fail to pay proper wages, enabling lawsuits without class certification and offering treble 
damages to affected workers. Penalties and unpaid wages go into a state wage enforcement 
fund. The Attorney General may intervene in these cases, and prevailing parties can recover 
legal fees. 
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Bill Summary​
__________________________________________________________________ 

BILL NUMBER Senate, No. 1241 

TITLE An Act related to educational programming for incarcerated 
emerging adults 

SPONSORS Senator Payano 

SIMILAR 
MATTERS 

H.1899; Frank A. Moran (HOU) 

PRIOR HISTORY 

None. 

CURRENT LAW 

Chapter 127: OFFICERS AND INMATES OF PENAL AND REFORMATORY 
INSTITUTIONS. PAROLES AND PARDONS; Section 48: Establishment and maintenance of 
education, training and employment programs; rules and regulations 

SUMMARY 

This bill aims to expand educational opportunities for incarcerated individuals aged 18-25 in 
Massachusetts. It mandates state prisons and county facilities to provide at least one program 
leading to a high school equivalency certificate, as well as courses for high school credit. 
Additionally, it requires specialized age-appropriate education, including college readiness, 
vocational training, and workforce development programs. The bill ensures that emerging 
adults receive at least four hours of daily educational programming, with a focus on 
out-of-cell, congregate learning environments. It also encourages partnerships with nonprofits 
and educational institutions that specialize in serving this age group. The goal is to improve 
rehabilitation and reentry outcomes by equipping incarcerated young adults with the skills and 
education needed for future success. 
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BILL NUMBER Senate, No. 1268 

TITLE An Act to enhance the authority of courts to protect public safety 

SPONSORS Senators Tarr and Durant; Representatives Sullivan-Almeida of 
Abington and Xiarhos of Barnstable 

SIMILAR 
MATTERS 

H.1805; Bradley H. Jones, Jr. (HOU) 

PRIOR HISTORY 

2023 - 2024; SD.3490; Tarr, Bruce E. 

CURRENT LAW 

Chapter 276: SEARCH WARRANTS, REWARDS, FUGITIVES FROM JUSTICE, ARREST, 
EXAMINATION, COMMITMENT AND BAIL. PROBATION OFFICERS AND BOARD 
OF PROBATION; New Section 20S 

SUMMARY 

This bill allows Massachusetts court officers, under a judge’s direction, to detain individuals 
for up to 12 hours after their release time if ICE provides a written request and administrative 
warrant—but only if the judge finds the person poses a public safety threat (based on criteria 
like serious criminal convictions or national security concerns). It also requires public 
documentation if the judge declines ICE’s request. Additionally, judges must consider ICE 
detainers when setting or denying bail, potentially allowing bail to be withheld pending ICE 
action. 
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BILL NUMBER Senate, No. 1272 

TITLE An Act relative to public safety, fiscal responsibility, and 
emergency assistance 

SPONSORS Senators Tarr and Durant 

SIMILAR 
MATTERS 

H1804; Bradley H. Jones, Jr. (HOU) 

PRIOR HISTORY 

None. 

CURRENT LAW 

Chapter 276: SEARCH WARRANTS, REWARDS, FUGITIVES FROM JUSTICE, 
ARREST, EXAMINATION, COMMITMENT AND BAIL. PROBATION OFFICERS AND 
BOARD OF PROBATION; New Section 20S 

Chapter 23B: DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT; 
Section 30: Emergency housing assistance program 

 

 

 



 

SUMMARY 

This bill allows employees of the Commonwealth with police powers or the powers of a 
sheriff or deputy sheriff, including but not limited to municipal police officers, court 
officers, and state troopers, and who have lawful custody of a person, to maintain custody to 
transfer custody of that person to ICE. 

This bill also limits eligibility for the emergency housing assistance program to U.S. citizens 
and legal permanent residents, and requires proof of legal residency. 

This bill furthermore revises the requirements for background checks related to emergency 
housing assistance. 
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BILL NUMBER Senate, No. 1273 

TITLE An Act relative to judicial authority to maintain election integrity 

SPONSORS Senators Tarr and Durant 

PRIOR HISTORY 

None. 

CURRENT LAW 

Chapter 54: ELECTIONS; Section 103: Jurisdiction of courts 

SUMMARY 

This bill allows individuals to appeal administrative decisions made by the Secretary of State 
or any administrative body to the Massachusetts Superior Courts. 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Joint Committee on the Judiciary 

Bill Summary​
__________________________________________________________________ 

BILL NUMBER Senate, No. 1274 

TITLE An Act to strengthen rules governing attorney conduct; penalties for 
misconduct 

SPONSORS Senator Tarr 

PRIOR HISTORY 

2021 - 2022; S.1017; DiZoglio, Diana 

2023 - 2024; S.1131; Tarr, Bruce E. 

CURRENT LAW 

Chapter 221: CLERKS, ATTORNEYS AND OTHER OFFICERS OF JUDICIAL COURTS; 
Section 40: Removal; grounds; expenses 

SUMMARY 

This bill increases accountability for attorney misconduct by allowing harmed parties to sue 
for treble damages with no time limit, removes immunity protections for unethical lawyers 
(including government attorneys), and permits courts to disbar lawyers for fraud, deceit, or 
serious misconduct. 
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BILL NUMBER Senate, No. 1276 

TITLE An Act relative to dangerousness hearings 

SPONSORS Senator Velis 

PRIOR HISTORY 

2023 - 2024; S.1140; Velis, John C. 

CURRENT LAW 

Chapter 276: SEARCH WARRANTS, REWARDS, FUGITIVES FROM JUSTICE, ARREST, 
EXAMINATION, COMMITMENT AND BAIL. PROBATION OFFICERS AND BOARD 
OF PROBATION; Section 58A: Conditions for release of persons accused of certain offenses 
involving physical force or abuse; hearing; order; review; Section 58: Release on personal 
recognizance or unsecured appearance bond; determination; fees; refusal; petition for review; 
New Section 82B 

Chapter 268: CRIMES AGAINST PUBLIC JUSTICE; New Section 13D 

 



 

SUMMARY 

SECTION 1: Allows Commonwealth to seek a dangerousness hearing where the defendant is 
charged with: -Any sex offense involving a child; -Offenses involving bomb-making, or 
chemical, biological or nuclear weapons; -Drugging for purpose of kidnapping; -Child 
enticement; -Civil rights violations (such as burning a cross for the purpose of racial 
intimidation) -Manslaughter and motor vehicle manslaughter; -Indecent Assault and Battery on 
a person with an intellectual disability; -Human trafficking for forced labor or for sexual 
servitude; -Inducing a minor into prostitution or living off the earnings of a minor prostitute; 
-Posing a child in a state of nudity; -Distribution of child pornography; -Mutilation or torture 
of animals; -Offenses involving illegal firearms; -Threats to kill, rape, or cause serious bodily 
injury; -Efforts to hire or procure another person to commit these crimes. SECTION 2: 
Requires that a person that has been found by a court to be so dangerous that he cannot be 
safely released will remain detained until the conclusion of the pending matter; but providing 
an opportunity for review if new information is learned or there is a change in circumstances. 
SECTION 3: Creates a system of free text-message advisements for defendants to minimize 
confusion and reduce accidental defaulting. The system allows defendants to opt-out unless 
participation is specifically ordered by the court, and telephone information provided for the 
system cannot be obtained by police or prosecutors or used against defendants. SECTION 4: 
Puts conditions of release imposed by the court on the same footing as conditions imposed by 
a court pursuant to a restraining order, by mandating that those conditions are viewable in the 
state CJIS computer system, and allowing police officers to act when they observe someone 
who has been released on conditions violating those conditions. SECTION 5: Makes it 
unlawful for a person to obstruct justice by removing, destroying or intentionally impairing the 
functioning of a court-ordered GPS monitor or a breath testing device. 
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BILL NUMBER Senate, No. 1285 

TITLE An Act ensuring an appropriate response to shoplifting 

SPONSORS Senator Velis 

PRIOR HISTORY 

None. 

CURRENT LAW 

Chapter 266: CRIMES AGAINST PROPERTY; Section 30A: Shoplifting; penalty; arrest 
without warrant 

SUMMARY 

Allows a judge to order a substance use evaluation for a shoplifting charge. 
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