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CURRENT LAW: Section 97D of Chapter 41 of the General Laws requires that all 

reports of rape and sexual assault, all reports of abuse perpetrated 
by family or household members and all communications between 
police officers and victims of such offenses or abuse be kept 
confidential by law enforcement officials. The reports are to be 
available to victims, the attorney of the victim, witness advocates 
and counselors.  

 

Chapter 160 establishes the rules and regulations for railroads in 
the Commonwealth. 

 
BILL SUMMARY: Section 1 – Introduces a new section at the end of Chapter 160 that 

requires police reports and communications between police and 
crew members about a railroad fatality to be kept confidential. 
They are to be made available to (i) the host railroad, (ii) the 
railroad employer of the employee mentioned in such reports and 
(iii) any other person authorized by judicial order to obtain such 
information. Violating the section is punishable by a fine of up to 
$10,000 and/or up to 1 year imprisonment. 

 


