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Section 53 of Chapter 208 of the General Laws sets the
calculations and considerations a court must use to determine
alimony. Sub-section (b) states that except for reimbursement
alimony or circumstances warranting deviation for other forms of
alimony, the amount of alimony should generally not exceed the
recipient’s need or 30 to 35 per cent of the difference between the
parties’ gross incomes established at the time of the order being
issued.

This legislation adds language to sub-section (b) of Section 53 of
Chapter 208 restricting the 30 to 35 per cent calculation for when
the parties’ gross incomes are federally tax deductible. If they are
not federally tax deductible as of January 1, 2019, then the
calculation becomes 23 to 28 per cent. If further adds that subject
to subsection (c) of the section, income shall be defined as set forth
in the Massachusetts child support guidelines and that these
changes will only apply to alimony orders entered on or after
January 1, 209 or existing alimony agreements modified on or after
that date.



