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Current Law:   
Chapter 156C: The Limited Liability Company Act -
Massachusetts limited liability companies are governed by this 
Chapter which was enacted in 1995. The Statute governs the 
management and operation of an LLC and includes provisions 
concerning issues, such as:  

• Formation 

• Management by members or managers  

• Contributions and distributions 

• Membership and assignment of membership interests 

• Winding up and dissolution 

• Filing requirements 
 
Chapter 156C, Section 12 – Certificate of organization  

• Subsection (a) requires that, to form a limited liability 
company, one or more authorized persons must execute a 
certificate of organization which is filed with the secretary of 
state. (M.G.L. 156C § 12(a)). Subsection (a) also lists the 
specific information required to be included within the 
Certificate of organization.   

  

https://1.next.westlaw.com/Document/I0f9fc138ef0811e28578f7ccc38dcbee/View/FullText.html?originationContext=document&transitionType=DocumentItem&ppcid=e3a96e83a5d944e0ab7e132261824bde&contextData=(sc.RelatedInfo)
https://1.next.westlaw.com/Document/Ibb0a12c0ef0511e28578f7ccc38dcbee/View/FullText.html?originationContext=document&transitionType=DocumentItem&ppcid=e3a96e83a5d944e0ab7e132261824bde&contextData=(sc.RelatedInfo)
https://1.next.westlaw.com/Document/I1c6311dbef2811e28578f7ccc38dcbee/View/FullText.html?originationContext=document&transitionType=DocumentItem&ppcid=e3a96e83a5d944e0ab7e132261824bde&contextData=(sc.RelatedInfo)
https://1.next.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=L&pubNum=1000042&cite=MAST156CS12&originatingDoc=I42efe5514cc411da86e9811e046036e6&refType=LQ&originationContext=document&transitionType=DocumentItem&ppcid=a9e7b22f909642ca9762d7b9223b2f55&contextData=(sc.RelatedInfo)


• Subsection (b) states that a limited liability company is formed 
upon filing of the initial certificate of organization or at such 
later date as therein specified, in either case, if there has been 
“substantial compliance” with the requirements of this section.  

   

• Subsection (c) requires that all limited liability companies 
(LLCs) formed under Chapter 156C must file an annual report 
with the Secretary of the Commonwealth.   

  

• Subsection (d) establishes filing fees for certificate of 
organization and for filing annual reports. The fee for 
submitting the certificate of organization required by subsection 
(a) is $500 and must be paid at the time of filing the certificate 
of organization. Similarly, the fee for filing the annual report 
required by subsection (c) is also $500 and must be paid 
annually upon filing the annual report fee. 

 

  

Summary:  The bill proposes to reduce the annual report filing fee for Limited 
Liability Companies (LLCs) under M.G.L. Chapter 156C, §12(d) from 
$500 to $40.  

  

  

 


