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Bill Number:			H.3859

Title:		An Act to streamline veterans benefits


Sponsor(s):			Rep. Meghan K. Kilcoyne (Clinton)
 
Hearing Date:		June 24, 2025

Reporting Deadline:		60 days from hearing date

Prior History:
2023-24 ( H.3513): Accompanied a study order
			
Similar Matters:	None

CURRENT LAW:
Requires veterans to have been Massachusetts residents for 1 day, but for dependents, the law currently requires the veteran to have resided continuously in the Commonwealth for 3 years. VSOs process applications and the city or town pays the benefits, then gets reimbursed by the Commonwealth


SUMMARY:
Explicitly clarifies the 1-day rule for veterans and adds the continuous 3-year requirement for both the dependent and the veteran. Shifts the process to direct payment from the Commonwealth to the veteran or dependent, bypassing the city or town’s fronting of funds and the subsequent reimbursement cycle.
