JOINT COMMITTEE ON VETERANS AND FEDERAL AFFAIRS 
2025-2026 (194th) BILL SUMMARY  
 
 
Bill Number:			H.3862

Title:		An Act relative to dependent eligibility for Chapter 115 benefits


Sponsor(s):			Rep. Michael P. Kushmerek (Fitchburg)
 
Hearing Date:		Month XX, 2025

Reporting Deadline:		60 days from hearing date

Prior History:
2023-24 ( H.3516): bill reported favorably, referred to House Ways and Means

			
Similar Matters:	S2488 (Sen. Michael F. Rush – Identical)

CURRENT LAW:
Chapter 115 governs benefits for veterans and their dependents. To qualify, the applicant (veteran or dependent) typically needs to meet a one-day residency requirement in Massachusetts.


SUMMARY:
Allows dependents of veterans who otherwise meet all eligibility criteria except for the one-day residency requirement to still qualify for benefits—if they can prove they’ve resided in Massachusetts for at least one year before applying.
