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CURRENT LAW: Section 3 of Chapter 209C outlines court jurisdiction for parentage, 

support, custody and visitation matters. It prohibits any court from 
making an order giving visitation rights to a parent who has been 
convicted of murder in the first degree of the other parent unless the 
child reaches the age of majority and assents to the visitation. 
Visitation is also prohibited if a parent is convicted of rape and the 
child is the product of that rape unless the child reaches the age of 
majority, provides assent and the court finds visitation to be in the 
best interest of the child.     

  
BILL SUMMARY: Section 1 - Updates Section 3 of Chapter 209C to only permit 

visitation for a parent convicted of rape if the child conceived of that 
rape files an action for visitation or custody and has either reached 
the age of 18 or been adjudicated as emancipated from the other 
parent of the child.   

 
  


