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CURRENT LAW: 

 
M.G.L. c. 32A § 11 – Death of employee or retired employee; continuation of insurance by spouse 
or dependent: If an active or retired employee insured under this chapter dies, the surviving spouse 
or surviving dependent if there is no surviving spouse or they subsequently die, may continue the 
group general or blanket insurance until the remarriage of the surviving spouse or until the 
surviving dependent becomes eligible for other coverage. The surviving spouse must file an 
application for the insurance with the proper appointing authority and a method of paying the 
premiums will be determined. The Commonwealth will pay the same percent of share of the total 
monthly premium as it does on behalf of retired employees 
 
   

M.G.L. c. 32B § 9B – Death of employee or retired employee; continuation of insurance coverage 
by spouse: If an active or retired employee insured under this chapter dies, the surviving spouse or 
surviving dependent if there is no surviving spouse or they subsequently die, may continue the 
group general or blanket insurance until the remarriage of the surviving spouse or until the 
surviving dependent becomes eligible for other coverage. The surviving spouse must file an 
application for the insurance with the proper appointing authority and a method of paying the 
premiums will be determined. The surviving spouse will pay the entire cost of the premiums 
without contribution from the governmental unit 



 
M.G.L. c. 32B § 9D – Insuranc premium payable to surviving spouse; contribution by political 
subdivisions: A county, except Worcester, a city with certain charters, or any other city or district, 
regional school district, veterans’ services district, a welfare district, or other district may decide 
to pay one half of the premium paid by the surviving spouse of an ensured or retired employee for 
health insurance as provided for in section 9B. A town will provide the payment either by vote of 
the town or ballot question. Payment of the entire premium by the surviving spouse as required in 
9B will not apply in any governmental unity that accepts this section. 
 
 

SUMMARY: 
 
The bill amends section 11 of chapter 32A by striking out the words “until the remarriage of said 
surviving spouse”. 
 
The bill amends 9B of chapter 32B by striking out the requirement that the insurance coverage 
cease once the surviving spouse remarries. The section is additionally amended by striking out 
current language and inserting language that states the governmental unit will pay half of the 
premium cost.  
  
The bill repeals section 9D of chapter 32B. 
 
The changes the bill makes to the marriage requirements section 11 of 32A and section 9B of 32B 
will apply prospectively to surviving spouses who remarried prior to the effective date of this bill 
and had their insurance coverage terminated under chapters 32A and 32B. That language change 
along with the change in governmental units contributing to the premiums will apply retroactively. 
 
 
 
 


