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Current Law: 

●​ M.G.L. Chapter 46 pertains to the return and registry of births, marriages and deaths. 
●​ M.G.L. Chapter 46 § 1 pertains to the contents of certificates of birth, marriage, death 

and acknowledgments and adjudications of paternity. 
●​ M.G.L. Chapter 46 § 9 pertains to the issuance and contents of death certificates and 

declarations of death by a nurse, nurse practitioner or physician’s assistant. 

Summary: 

This legislation amends M.G.L. Chapter 46 to eliminate the requirement that death certificates 
list the social security number of the deceased. 

SECTION 1 amends M.G.L. Chapter 46 Section 1 by removing the social security number of the 
deceased from the information required to be recorded on a death certificate. 

SECTION 2 amends M.G.L. Chapter 46 Section 1 by clarifying that a record of death cannot 
include the deceased’s social security number. 

SECTION 3 amends M.G.L. Chapter 46 Section 9 by further clarifying that a death certificate 
cannot include the deceased’s social security number. 


