JOINT COMMITTEE ON VETERANS AND FEDERAL AFFAIRS 
2025-2026 (194th) BILL SUMMARY  
 
 
Bill Number:			H.50

Title:		An Act relative to the Veterans’ Bonus Division


Sponsor(s):			Office of the State Treasurer
 
Hearing Date:		June 24, 2025

Reporting Deadline:		60 days from hearing date

Prior History:
S.2504 (Sen. John C. Velis – Identical)
H.3774 (Rep. Bridget Plouffe – Identical)

			
Similar Matters:	

CURRENT LAW:
Massachusetts provides cash bonuses to eligible veterans who served during designated wartime periods. As of the 2022 Official Edition, eligibility and administration are governed by:
· Specific wartime periods (not always clearly defined in the statute)
· Residency requirements (typically at least 6 months’ residence in MA before entering service)
· Only honorably discharged veterans qualify
· Bonuses are generally limited to those who served in specific campaigns or received specific medals
· Administration and bonus amounts are managed by the State Treasurer

SUMMARY:

Clarifies and codifies specific timeframes for:
· World War II: Sept 16, 1940 – July 25, 1947
· Korean Emergency: June 25, 1950 – Jan 31, 1955
· Vietnam Conflict: July 1, 1958 – May 17, 1975
· Persian Gulf War: Aug 2, 1990 – April 10, 1991
Expands eligibility for state bonuses to individuals who are:
· Currently serving, not just veterans (Section 2)
· Domiciled in Massachusetts, removing the requirement of six months’ residency before entering service (Sections 3 & 5)
· Recipients of equivalent Expeditionary Medals, not just specific campaign medals (Section 4)
· Discharged under other than honorable conditions due to sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, or HIV status, based on DD-214 documentation (Section 6)





