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	BILL NUMBER
	House, No. 297

	TITLE
	An Act relative to neighborhood stabilization and economic development

	SPONSORS
	Representatives Cabral of New Bedford, Howard of Lowell, Elliott of Lowell, Hendricks of New Bedford, and Keefe of Worcester

	HEARING DATE
	Thursday, June 26, 2025 at 10:00 AM - 02:00 PM, B-1

	PRIOR HISTORY
Filed as H.177 (2019-20) Referred Community Development and Small Businesses; sent to study
H.281 (2021-22) Referred Community Development and Small Businesses; sent to study
H.227 (2023-24) Referred Community Development and Small Businesses; sent to study

	CURRENT LAW
M.G.L. Chapter 121A establishes a legal framework for urban redevelopment corporations to undertake projects aimed at eliminating blighted, decadent, or substandard conditions in certain areas of the Commonwealth. These corporations are typically private, limited-dividend entities formed specifically to carry out a single redevelopment project. Their activities are governed by a combination of state oversight and local approvals.

	SUMMARY
Amends M.G.L. Chapter 121A to facilitate the revitalization of distressed properties and promote economic growth in struggling communities. It revises key definitions such as “decadent area,” “sub-standard area,” and “project” to more accurately reflect conditions that inhibit safe, healthy, and sustainable development. The bill introduces the concepts of “spot blight project sponsors,” and “spot rehabilitation properties” allowing community development corporations and similar nonprofit or public entities to rehabilitate small-scale, distressed residential and commercial properties without being subject to the full procedural requirements that typically govern larger redevelopment projects under Chapter 121A.
Amends M.G.L. Chapter 21E § 2 to exempt spot rehabilitation sponsors from liability as “owners” or “operators” of contaminated properties, provided they comply with specific safeguards and remediation duties. It also creates a new commission tasked with studying strategies to improve housing in weak markets, particularly focusing on safety, accessibility, and climate resilience. The new commission is required to report findings and recommendations to the clerks in both the senate and house and the chairs of the joint committee on housing by December 31, 2026.
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