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	BILL NUMBER
	Senate, No. 179

	TITLE
	An Act prioritizing underserved businesses

	SPONSORS
	Senator Gómez

	HEARING DATE
	Thursday, June 26, 2025 at 10:00 AM - 02:00 PM, B-1

	SUMMARY
This bill is aimed at prioritizing the awarding of grants, loans, and other forms of assistance to businesses that are socially or economically disadvantaged. It specifically targets minority-owned, women-owned, veteran-owned, worker-owned, and immigrant-owned microbusinesses and small businesses, acknowledging the historical challenges these groups have faced in accessing capital. The bill requires the secretary of economic development, along with all divisions within the executive office of economic development, to prioritize these businesses. Furthermore, it mandates the Massachusetts Office of Business Development under Chapter 23A and the agency under Chapter 23G to similarly prioritize these disadvantaged business enterprises. The bill also includes amendments to existing laws to extend prioritization beyond just minority or women-owned contractors, explicitly promoting the participation of worker-owned businesses and ensuring a more inclusive approach to economic support for various disadvantaged groups.
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