JOINT COMMITTEE ON CHILDREN, FAMILIES AND PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES   
2025-2026 (194th) BILL SUMMARY    
      
Bill Number: H.273  
  
Title: An Act relative to a maltreatment coding system  
  
Sponsor: Rep. Samantha Montaño (Boston)  
   
Hearing Date: July 8, 2025  
Reporting Deadline: September 6, 2025 
  
Prior History: None   
    
Similar Matters: S.146 (Sen. Robyn K. Kennedy – Identical)  
  
CURRENT LAW: M.G.L. c.119, §51B - Protection and Care of Children, and Proceedings against them: Investigation of report of abuse filed under Sec. 51A; removal of child; transmission and filing of written reports; notice to district attorney; disclosure of information by mandated reporter: This section establishes what the Department of Children and Families (DCF) must do to investigate 51A reports. This includes but is not limited to home visits and safety assessments.  
 
SUMMARY: This bill adds 5 paragraphs to M.G.L. c. 119, §51B following subsection (a). The bill would require DCF to create a maltreatment coding system in the investigations of 51Bs. The codes must include but are not limited to parental abuse, imminent risk of serious harm, labor trafficking, emotional abuse, neglect, physical abuse, sexual abuse, and/or exploitation. It also requires the tracking system to system to include coding based on sexual orientation, gender identity/expression, and racial discrimination to provide family preservation and acceptance education. Lastly, DCF must review and update the coding categories at least every two years.  
  
  
  
 

