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●​ M.G.L. Chapter 111 pertains to public health 

Summary: 

This bill ensures that hospital staff and visitors in surgical intensive care units are required to 
wear medical or surgical masks in rooms or areas where patients are present. 

This bill amends M.G.L. Chapter 111 by inserting a new section: Section 231A.  

Subsection (a) defines the term “surgical intensive care unit” as an intensive care unit, as defined 
in 105 CMR 130.020, within a hospital operated by the commonwealth, that specializes in 
post-surgical care. 

Subsection (b) states that notwithstanding any general or special law to the contrary, hospital 
staff and visitors in surgical intensive care units will be required to wear medical or surgical 
masks in rooms or areas where patients are present. Hospitals will be required to post 
conspicuous signage informing visitors of this requirement.  

Subsection (c) directs the health policy commision (HPC) to promulgate any necessary 
regulations to implement this section.  

 


