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	BILL NUMBER
	House, No. 304

	TITLE
	An Act establishing the Office of Massachusetts Main Streets

	SPONSORS
	Representatives McMurtry of Dedham and Elliott of Lowell; Senator Lewis

	HEARING DATE
	Tuesday, July 15, 2025 at 10:00 AM - 01:00 PM, B-1                                   

	PRIOR HISTORY
Filed as H.1972 (2017-18) by Rep. Ferrante. Referred Community Development and Small Businesses; reported favorably and referred to Ways and Means.
S.133 (2023-24) by Senator Lewis. Accompanied new draft, H.4677 An Act supporting economic growth of downtowns and main streets.

	CURRENT LAW
M.G.L Chapter 23A outlines the structure, responsibilities, and initiatives of the Department of Economic Development and its subdivisions, aiming to foster business growth, job creation, and community revitalization.
A similar program exists under EOED.  The Massachusetts Downtown Initiative (MDI) is not codified in the Massachusetts General Laws. However, it operates as a state-supported program administered by the Executive Office of Economic Development (EOED). The MDI offers technical assistance to municipalities aiming to revitalize their downtown areas, focusing on promoting compact, walkable districts with a vibrant mix of commercial and residential uses, cultural and recreational amenities, and access to public transportation.

	SUMMARY
Amends Chapter 23A creating § 13½ to establish a dedicated state entity called the Office of Massachusetts Main Streets (OMMS) within the existing Office of Business Development. Assigns OMMS the role of being the principal state agency for promoting and protecting downtown and commercial districts across the Commonwealth. Its core functions would include providing informational, marketing, and technical assistance to local, state, and federal Main Street programs, as well as coordinating efforts among these levels of government to support the vitality of local business districts.
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