
Joint Committee on Advanced Information Technology, the Internet and Cybersecurity  
194th Session 
Senate Committee Bill Summary  
 

S.41 An Act to modernize funding for community media programming 
 

Sponsor(s): Senator Lewis 
 

Existing 
Laws 
Amended: 

Section 53 F¾ of Chapter 44; & Creates a new chapter of the General Laws 
 
 
 

Proposed 
Legislation: 

• Creates a PEG Access Facilities Revenue Advisory Board within the 

Department of Telecommunications and Cable.  

• The advisory board is made up of the Commissioner of the Department 

of Revenue or their designee, who shall serve as chair; the Director of 

Rural Affairs or their designee; the Commissioner of the Department of 

Telecommunications and Cable or their designee; the President of 

Massachusetts Community Media, Inc. or their designee; and the 

President of the New England Connectivity and Telecommunications 

Association or their designee. 

• Meeting at least annual, the advisory board is responsible for collecting 

current and historical data revenue data on: 

o PEG access facilities  

o Cable operator franchise fees  

o Streaming entertainment services  

o Any other data requested by the advisory board. 

• After reviewing the data collected, the advisory board is responsible for 

at least annually making a recommendation for a streaming 

entertainment service assessment rate in an annual report.  

• The assessment rate, when combined with revenue from a franchise fee, 

must provide each PEG access facilities operator with at least the same 

level of total revenue as the average of the three highest years of 

revenue for each PEG access facilities prior to the enactment of the 

legislation. 

• Not more than 30 days after PEG advisory board files its annual report. 

The Commissioner of Revenue must set an assessment rate equal to the 

recommendation of the advisory board.  

• A streaming entertainment operator must pay the assessment set by the 

Commissioner of Revenue and file bi-annual financial statements 

reporting their gross revenues from the sale of streaming entertainment 

services to individuals and businesses in the Commonwealth.  

https://malegislature.gov/Bills/194/S41


• Creates a streaming entertainment fund which will receive the revenues 

collected from the assessment, along with other appropriations, gifts, 

grants, and donations.   

• The fund must make bi-annual distributions in accordance with the 

yearly distribution table in the annual report established by the advisory 

board.  

• Establishes enforcement provisions for the legislation.  

 

 


