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An Act establishing the Massachusetts open data standard
Senator Fernandes

Creates a new chapter in the General Laws

Requires the chief data officer of the commonwealth create an
inventory of all available public data in the state, held by any state
agency or municipal agency, and establish an open data portal.
Requires the chief data officer shall establish the Massachusetts
Open Data Standard for agencies to make public data available on
the open data portal.
Requires that the chief data officer prepare and publish a technical
standards manual for publishing public data through the open data
portal by agencies for the purpose of making public data available to
the greatest number of users and for the greatest number of
applications.
Requires that a public agency that releases public data must do so in
compliance with this open data standard and on the designated open
data portal.
If a public agency cannot make all public data available on the open
data portal, the agency must report to the chief data officer:
o the public data it is unable to be made available;
o the reasons why it is not possible to make said public data
available; and
o the date by which the public agency expects the public data
to be made available on the open data portal.
Requires that, annually, each state agency must submit a strategic
plan consistent to the chief data officer and shall make the plan
available to the public on the designated open data portal. The
strategic plan must include, but not be limited to, the following:
o adescription of public data under the control of the state
agency; and
o an explanation of how said state agency’s plans, budgets,
capital expenditures, contracts, and other related documents
and information, for each information technology and
telecommunications project it proposes to undertake, can be
utilized to support the Massachusetts Open Data Standard
and related savings and efficiencies.
Clarifies that public data available on the open data portal are
provided for informational purposes only and the commonwealth
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does not warrant, nor is the commonwealth liable for, the
completeness, accuracy, content, or fitness for any particular purpose
or use of any public data made available on the open data portal.



