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	BILL NUMBER
	Senate, No. 1034

	TITLE
	An Act relative to archaic laws

	SPONSORS
	Senators Brownsberger and Comerford

	SIMILAR MATTERS
	Senate, No. 913 of 2023-2024 

	PRIOR HISTORY
2/27/2025 Senate referred to the committee on The Judiciary
2/27/2025 House concurred
4/1/2025 Joint hearing scheduled for 04/08/2025 from 01:00 PM-05:00 PM in A-2                                                  
6/12/2025 Bill reported favorably by committee and referred to the committee on Rules of the two branches, acting concurrently
6/18/2025 Discharged to the committee on Senate Rules

	CURRENT LAW
M.G.L.s c. 3, § 76; c. 22C, § 37; c. 127, §§ 20B, 49, 49B, 49C, 90A, 143; c. 260, § 4C; c. 272, §§ 34, 35, 36, 53, 62; c. 276, § 57; c. 277, §§ 45, 63, 79 

	SUMMARY
Establishes a permanent law revision commission to examine the common law, statutes and judicial decisions to identify defects and anachronisms in the law and recommend needed reforms.  
Removes archaic laws that intrude on an individual’s privacy regarding sexual activity.   
Removes existing statutes that criminalize sodomy and so-called “crimes against nature” or “unnatural” acts between consenting adults.  
Removes outdated and offensive terminology such as “unnatural acts” and “common nightwalkers,” which date back to the 1800s.   
Repeals the law that criminalizes blasphemy. 
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