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Bill Number: H. 91 
Title: An Act to Modernize Funding for Community Media Programming 
Lead Sponsor: Representative Joan Meschino, Representative Margaret R. Scarsdale 
Hearing Date: July 10, 2025 
Report Date: September 8, 2025 
See Senate Filing: S. 41 
Current Law: Sections 1 through 14A of Chapter 93 of the General Laws regulate 
competition and prohibit certain conduct undertaken in restraint of trade or commerce. 
Chapter 93A of the General Laws prohibit unfair and deceptive practices in trade or 
commerce. 
Chapter 58 of the General Laws pertains to general provisions relative to taxation. 
Chapter 66 pertains to public records held by the Commonwealth. 
Section 53F¾ of Chapter 44 of the General Laws allow municipalities to establish PEG 
Access and Cable Related Funds which contain funds that may only be appropriated for 
certain purposes related to PEG stations or cable operator franchise agreements.   
Chapter 12 of the General Laws relates to the Office of the Attorney General. 
 
Executive Summary: Establishes a PEG Access Facilities Revenue Advisory Board. 
The advisory board shall meet at least once a year, collect industry data, and make a 
recommendation for a streaming entertainment service assessment rate. The 
Commissioner of Revenue will set an assessment rate equal to the advisory board’s 
recommendation. Creates a Streaming Entertainment Fund, administered by the state 
treasurer consisting of revenues collected from the assessment, revenue from 
appropriations, interest earned on money in the fund, or any funds from private sources 
specifically designated to be credited to the fund. 
 
Legislative History: Filed as H.130 (2021-22) Referred to AITIC; extended and sent to 
study 
Filed as H. 74 (2023-24) Referred to AITIC; redrafted and reported favorably 
 
Summary: 
Authorizes the Commonwealth to regulate streaming entertainment services and collect 
compensation for the use of the public rights-of-way.  
  
Establishes a PEG Access Facilities Revenue Advisory Board consisting of the 
following members: Commissioner of the Department of Revenue or Designee (chair); 



Director of Rural Affairs or designee; Commissioner of the Department of 
Telecommunications and Cable or designee; the president of Massachusetts 
Community Media, Inc. or designee; and President of the New England Connectivity 
and Telecommunications Association or designee. 
 

●​ The advisory board shall meet at least once a year, collect industry data, and 
make a recommendation for a streaming entertainment service assessment rate. 

●​ The board will file a report of its findings and recommendations by the end of the 
year with the House, Senate, Department of Telecommunications and Cable, and 
Department of Revenue. 

●​ The Commissioner of Revenue will set an assessment rate equal to the advisory 
board’s recommendation. 

 
Mandates the submission of financial records from streaming entertainment operators 
and payment after written notice by the Department of Revenue. 
 
Implements a penalty schedule for late submission of financial records (1% of gross 
revenue for 0-30 days late, 2% for 30-60 days late) or late submission of payment (2% 
of gross revenue for 0-30 days late, 3% for 30-60 days late). 
 
Grants the Commonwealth permission to audit streaming service provider financial 
records pertaining to assessable gross revenues. Outlines the process and penalties for 
any underpayment. 
 
Creates a Streaming Entertainment Fund, administered by the state treasurer consisting 
of revenues collected from the assessment, revenue from appropriations, interest 
earned on money in the fund, or any funds from private sources specifically designated 
to be credited to the fund. 
 
Authorizes judicial remedy for the Attorney General or any local government to recover 
any unpaid assessments and monetary penalties. 
 
SECTION 2: Allows municipalities to establish in the treasury a streaming fund 
supporting public, education or governmental (PEG) access media centers.  
 


