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Bill Number: H. 92 
Title: An Act creating the Massachusetts digital equity broadband adoption program 
Lead Sponsor: Representative Frank A. Moran  
Hearing Date: July 10, 2025 
Report Date: September 8, 2025 
Current Law: Chapter 23A of the General Laws relates to the Department of Economic 
Development. 
Chapter 29 of the General Laws relates to state finance and various state budgetary 
funds. 
Section 5C of Chapter 29 of the General Fund pertains to the reversion of net surpluses 
in state funds. 
 
Executive Summary: Establishes within the Executive Office of Housing and Economic 
Development a Massachusetts Digital Equity Broadband Adoption Program to expand 
the availability of broadband internet connectivity by providing financial assistance to 
eligible residents who cannot afford any available service. 
 
Legislative History: Filed as H.131 (2021-22) Referred to AITIC; extended and sent to 
study 
Filed as H. 75 (2023-24) Referred to AITIC; sent to study 
 
Summary: 
The Executive Office of Housing and Economic Development shall establish a 
Massachusetts Digital Equity Broadband Adoption Program.The Office shall enter into 
an agreement with broadband providers to accept vouchers distributed by the Office 
under this section.  
 
An individual may apply for financial assistance under this section in the manner 
specified by the office.  
 
Upon receipt of an application, the Office shall determine: (1) the applicant's eligibility 
for financial assistance; (2) the amount of financial assistance for which the applicant is 
eligible; and (3) whether the applicant is eligible for a single payment or a recurring 
payment of financial assistance; based on the office's assessment of the applicant's 
need.  
 



An applicant for financial assistance under this chapter: (1) who is receiving, or whose 
household includes an individual who is receiving, benefits under: (A) the Temporary 
Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) program; (B) the federal Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program (SNAP); or (C) the Medicaid program; or (2) whose household 
includes a child who is eligible for free or reduced price lunch; is automatically eligible 
for financial assistance under this chapter. 
 
If the Office determines that an individual is eligible for financial assistance under 
subsection, the Office shall provide financial assistance to the individual in the form of 
one or more vouchers, each in the amount of fifty dollars ($50), that can be used by the 
individual to pay one or more of the following expenses: (i) Fees charged by a 
broadband provider for installation, activation, equipment purchase, WiFi extenders or 
other 1 time expenses of providing broadband Internet service to the individual; or (ii) 
monthly subscription fees charged by a broadband Internet provider for the provision of 
broadband Internet service to the individual, including modem and router charges. A 
voucher may be provided by the office in printed or electronic form. 
 
 


